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m agriculture, fishery and other goods.’ Women also play a dominant role
| in food production, processing and storage. Oil-related environmental
A crisis thieatens these activities in the Niger Delta. The violent communal
N N , conllict results in the maiming and killing of innocent people, including
women and children.? The Niger Delta people, particularly the women
{ are also confronted with widespread and unchecked human rights
3 tal Insecurity and Women . violations from the gsovernment and multinational oil companies’ security
Environmen = . ia’s lorces. The failure of the Nigerian government and the multinational
‘Hﬂm—ﬁmmnmonﬂmﬂ HLTS:—HOOQM in ZHNOHMN ! companies to noﬂ_:nro:mm.é:\ m&_dmm. the environmental challenges
ol'the Niger Delta, and in particular the plight of the women, is a serious
memﬂ Delta cause for concern,
; Abosede Omowumi mmc&c:% . : Environmental Crises and the Challenges to Women’s
" Centre for Peace and Strategic héﬁ_ﬂa ,_ Livelihoods in the Oil-Bearing Niger Delta Communities
University of Hori, florin, Niger ; Before the advent of oil exploitation, the rural economy of the oj]
. ation and production have been the producing areas is based on fishing and occasional farming E.a .ﬂrmmn
Studies have shown that oil nxﬁ_o_wzo atal degradation in Nigeria's ) generally u.BSao, the means of sustenance for the nno.Eo.. zﬁon:« of
ingle most important cause of environme limited attention on : the people, _nn_:ﬂ_zm the ioEm:.anﬁmnama _.mnm.m_v. on fishing, m.m: farming,
i Ita.! However, these studies have ﬁ,oﬁ:mma. i h has serious , shellfish harvesting or fish trading for their livelihoods. While some of
M_%nm“ﬁwm ”mm:.sm:aoz of the n:ﬁ_.o:_.:ﬂwﬂm_wn%MM_MMcMH__M:EMna o fill ; the people were full-time fisherfolks, others were farmers or traders who )
implications for women in the Z—mma._Um,_Sﬁ.na envidonenbal HSRGEey | . mcmu_m_.:miaa their _a_n_m.oa Incomes with onnmm_o:w_ fishing. m.._nE Q,Em g
" : by examining the effect of oil-rela - storntios Daka, . ._:a.:..m_ma :.E;_uoE 80 percent of the mman_na. population engaged in fishing
& o M.:O:E livelihood of the local women 1n the Nig Sk A in inland rivers as well as offshore for both income and food. Thus, most
on m—mﬂmqwomsﬁ of departure of the w‘:,:; mmmz.::. Eoﬂwﬁ%%m:ﬂ :.m_mm:m o ' fishing is carried out on a small-scale basis by _._.m:n._.ﬁm: and women in their
. ance of the family through farming, i wooden canoes and speedboat using mostly traditional methods,
in the systen . dir However, oil industry activities have led to the depletion in the
] population of aquatic animals, and thwart the growth of food crop, timber
: lization in Nigeria's Oil Industry Implications m:, mﬁ._f,,__zw@“womm § and non-timber forest product. The rivers and creeks that used to boast
k b5 Oc_wﬁw&w._mm Adigun, L. Diamond, and E. Onwudiwe Eds. Nig
2004. In A. A. B. Adig

- Ibadan University Press;
5 c  and Good Governance. Ibadan: : e
ki Uémmw..an_._imﬁa_ 2006; UNDP, 2006; E.E. Omm.w_,me. >” ”:.na:maan_
S ol a\ > .m I Or:o._.:pzm_ 2011. Youth Militias, .m_m_.q. p.:...ﬁ::.._ -
o C_mqﬁ_.:“ﬂxwwqwﬁﬁ.m.ﬁa in the Niger Ddelta Region of Nigeria. Counci
Resource Cor 194 I
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3. Kanu, 2012,

4. C. Ukeje, Youths Violence and the Collapse of Public Order in the Niger Delta
i ron: igen i Ve Vol. XXVI, No. | and 2.: TA. Imobighe
) e at War with Chevron of Nigeria. Africa Development, 2001, ; : bighe,
2 TE. Turner and L.S. Brownhill, .E_Q_.ewc.ﬂ:_ﬁmn_._”ﬂhﬂo:& Oil Industry. Journal Conflict in the Niger Delta. A Unique Case or a Model for Future Conflicts in
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178 Gender-based Violence in Contemporary Nigeria

Since the women engage in inshore fishing and m:m:mw: Nm“_ﬁun:rﬂ:_f
they are more affected than the men who have mnnnmm Mo ﬂnﬁnm ﬁ_.?,,__.w
and can go further into the annm.mnmm for A.u:.,mroﬂn. 1S ”u_:a_.m - <.<_:n:
number of fishermen who could &_“o_.a H:_MHMV_._M@% ”.Mﬂ_m”mmc_o.wﬁn e

i ged by the oil spills could trave A
Mﬂmﬂonqﬂmﬁmmw_w%mmm_dm for fish, albeit at increased costs and diminished
i i y Industry Environmental

According to the International _ur.:o_n.:E ndus Qw e
Conservation Association Dm:wﬁe‘ the direct m:.mnﬁ.m 0 .c_ %_ i
shellfish beds, and fish and m:a:mw_w._: mg:ﬂmc_waﬁm&”m“_ﬂm M__.mﬁwm%m_:mu .

er the greatest risk of direct effec .
MHMMM%.M:.&”_”E% %mam‘ and fish m:m shellfish :u .ma:wn:_wE.n JEMW:M.MMMM
there is a greater potential for direct nozﬁma_:m:.o: W ol rzdm:m:na
evidence that wild fish are able to .anﬁmnﬁ and avoid o1 -con e
waters, but captive fish and shellfish are ::u_u_n to ?M_.B wa Mm_i:m
unpolluted areas.'® The collection of shellfish, unlike tra _M_o_ | e
is often done by women, who gather oinn“mrmzwmmdmhwﬁw:nomw:.::::nm
streams and mangroves. The women in the e

ighlighted many cases in which oil spills had killed mrm_._mmr nsig
””_m“ﬁm_”m In Nembe noEB:::w_ _mm<~n_.m” m_ﬂmmw.@WM:_MMMHMM:ANJMH
interviewed claimed that shellfish which ha e
d on which they relied, both for mm_m.m:a for ood, ar
HMMMMMMMﬂManmcE of the uo:c:g arising from _:nn.wmmi oil spills
and thus undermined access to protein .ﬁo_. .:E community. M

In addition, women in the FGD session in mﬂmm.mm 853:2%, :mwﬂm&
narrated that they had to travel far in their fishing nm:Onm: poo g
periwinkles in neighbouring Rivers state so that they noc_% m.o i

their families. On the same note, one of the women lea Sw 1 :Sw. S
community, Ilaje, complained that the shrimps and crabs

. ‘ u,

f the Niger Delta; Perspectives from the Niger Delta. m:SE_:.:n:E_ Su <a.<.~ rocess,

@ ba Hw:a CIBN Press Limited, 2003; Orubu er af,, International Crisis Group

aba: A Drubu. .
ICG, 2004; Fuelling the Niger Delta Crisis. Africa Report No. H_m 128.
and Zabbey op. cit. . . = ) Gt

ﬂw Wﬂmﬂ&& International, “Bad Informauon: Oil Sp :Eﬁcmm:o.:m M_ the _M%Mq
. Delta”. Amnesty International Publications, London: United Kingdom., 3;
www.amnesty.org.
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harvested were affected by oil spills and could not be sold, and attempts

o make the shrimps and crabs edible by smoking them wa
As aresult, it w

in huge ¢

s disastrous.
as not possible to sell them in the market. This resulted
conomic loss to her. Another woman |
community in Awove, llaje, narr
o colleet six bag

eader in the oil bearing
ated that before the oil spills, she
s of periwinkles a day from the creeks, which she
at the Tebokoda market to sustain her family.

Inother instances, respondents narrated how an oil spill from
pressure pipeline belonging to one of the oil companies, Shell in Ogbia
community, Bayelsa spread into many fish ponds and killed fish and
shellfish on which the community relied for livelihood and food. Many
of the affected community women in the FGD sessions lamented about
the havoc that oil spillage caused on their sources of livelihood in the
short- and medium-term.

Oil spills on land destroy crops and damage the quality and
productivity of soil that communities use for farming. The farms, which
used to support the whole community were destroyed because food
crops such as cassava and yams were full of crude. When oil spills occur
on agricultural land, they are usually devastating on crops in the ground
which rarely survive. Fires associated with oil spills often increase the
spread of the damage. However, the people are not adequately
compensated for the resultant losses of crops as a result of oil spills and
associated fires. The pollution of farmlands is not attributed to oil spills
alone and these other pollutants have undermined long-term recovery
potential for the Niger Delta. The construction of access roads has
resulted in deforestation and has frequently involved cutting through

the Niger Delta's mangrove forests, which are an important fish breeding
ground.!”

used
sold

a high-

These longer-term impacts are rarely considered
deals. Rather, people are compensated for
ground and not the long-term reduction in
Staggering under economic impacts, poor h

in compensation
the loss of the crop in the
agricultural preductivity. '$
calth and broken promises,

17. Ibid.

I8. L.S. Ibaba, Environmental Protection Laws and Sust

ainable Development in
the Niger Delta, Africana. June, 2010.
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igeri m. The
mmunities have little recourse under the Z_.w@ ian legal mwm:ﬁm : :m<w
mOn afraid to sue for clean-up and compensation %onmcw.mm_ _mM wonm .
e i i i ncial resour
: i es will use their huge fina
wn that the oil compani e the ] Rl
m:.od a case.!” The recourse to the Nigerian courts to seek _n_ﬁrmmmmu.:
M:“u.: no:m..o:nmn_ with a range of practical-and legal mﬁ_u:mﬂn%ﬂ,mé mm
: i regulation. The judici
onmental law and regu .
because of the weak envir , 50 ekt L
ioeri : conservative approach to
e e mﬁw:nnm:_« S.xn:mH of oil revenue to the Nigerian economy
i i or !
tending to weigh the imp . L el
over :w&iacm_ inconvenience or environmental mcma,zmg:m\_u 2t
The devastation arising from oil mm__._mmm _o.a to the mmmﬂm :mw@mmn:m
fisher folks for alternative means of livelihood in the form ﬁo b
's resort to a
i to sell for firewood. Others r ; .
ing mangrove trees : . it
awnrmmm mcwam or construction labourers for Em.c; noaﬁm:_mm wnmﬂ:mﬁ. -
MM the urban centres. However Field Observation m:o%aw Mwm ok
i i ial j he oil platforms;
1 ded with menial jobs at t
he local men were provi . enia ! iy
”o work in oil dredging, laying of oil pipes, security wcm&, mmmzm i
hile others migrate to the urban centres. As O_..:oa%o: po o::n.
anms_m sexuality is exploited and it forms the basis om_wﬂawmn Mnozammn
o 1 i ic li ood has
economic liveli
21 The destruction of women’s :
L loyed, confined to domestic
to become unemployed,
many grassroots women to bec o
mn?w\cmam forced into prostitution, among others. moq,:n OM H.: i
in the mmu:u sessions claimed that they :m% Sﬁmwmuon :m <o_%wmnn33
i i of ¥500 per day. ore,
j oil companies at a wage . . :
Ly en in these oil-bearing
i d that many wom
servation data showe at 1L e il
o_OUB:E:Emm engaged In prostitution, and other social é.:nnmrmw a i
;i i i : ts in the sam
iveli E | strategy. The informan
f livelihqod or surviva . ] e
MOBBE::.Q claimed they are forced into prostitution as M :,_aﬁmﬂ 2
aining financial support to pay for their education and ca
&
themselves.

e i ica: Evidence from Qil-related Litigation in
. Frynas, “Legal Change in Africa: Evi o 1

i .FMQ.”M:._.E:.:E of African Law, 1999, 2001, <A.u_. &.u: Zo 2 m_,_wccvm %ME&Q

:_m. 1G ._uc_.:mm “Prablems of Access to Courts in Nigeria: Results ol

._. h..m ml Tmn:.d_,o:n”.m... Social and Legal Studies, Mm_r.ﬁ._ Nnc_‘ e

- I Wﬂo_.o&o: “The Impact of Petroleum _ﬂ.mm:.z_« m: the EERE
o M m_ hoods of ﬁ...o._,:ms in the Niger Delta Region of Nigeria,” Journal of Cu

v

and African Women Studies: Issue 6, 2004. -

o
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In this light, the oil companies are accused of desecration of the

cultural and moral values of the local communities. Oil workers

local men use the income generated from oil to purchase femal
in terms of sexual partners there

of women, since they are se
this humiliation, the securit

and
esexuality
by encouraging the ‘commodification’
cn in terms of their sexuality. Apart from
Y personnel sent to keep peace in the area
during armed conflict treat the women as spoils of war, raping
looting their properties.2? This situation has created a large
sex market in the region with all the associated health and soci
The long-term implication is high vulnerability to sexually
diseases (STDs) and Human Immuno-Deficiency Virus an
HEEEE,U%Q.QQ Syndrome (HIV/AIDS). In the reckonin
report on the Niger Delta, the Niger Delta region has the hi
HIV/AIDS prevalence in Nigeria. 3

them and
commercial
al problems.

d Acquired
gofUNDP
ghest rate of

The vulnerability of the women to sexual exploitation has not
roved in subsequent years. Incidences of degrading and inhuman
treatment of prostitutes by expatriate oil workers were reported. Children
sired by expatriate oil workers are frequently abandoned. It is in this
light that Ingwe et al argue that overwhelming poverty compels Delta
girls/women to succumb to human traffickers for sex work, among other
modern slavery methods arising from the violation of their rights by the
government in complicity with the multinational oil companies,24
Gendering of economic activities in the oil-bearing communities
also perpetuates gender inequality.S Women's lack of access to land
ownership limits their economic emancipation, autonomy and
empowerment. Land distribution and ownership, and the 55&9.:3“ of
female economic activities arising from oil-related activities by the oil
multinationals are perceived as modern patriarchal structures and process
aimed at subjugating and delaying the emancipation of women as equal

imp

-—

22. G, Azubike, The Niger Delta:
September, 2008, p. 28.
23. UNDP, 2006,

24, R. [ngwe, WA Mboto and Ude U. Ugwu, Transnational Crime, Human Rights
Violation and Human Trafficking in Nigeria's Oil-Rich Niger Delta. Romanian
Journal of .mQQ.mQazn_muob.:ﬁwNO_N,

25 AL Tickner, Gendering World Politics. New York: Columbia University Press,
2001, p. 48.

Counting their Losses. Newswatch, Vol 48, No. 10,
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partners in the society.”® The direct consequences on the sno:.._n:_ __:.n_w,._m_c
rising incidence of female prostitution, leenage _:,n.m.:E.:..v\ anc ..__._ en
homes. This approach is in tune with __dn.*,_..d.nﬁ_ﬂm of o:::..:._m_ (,<:__:,r:,“"“
development plan, making women an _:m_m:_,:wa‘_:.,&:p_u _n, _._.,og.._n“:
provision of irrelevant women-centred activities complimenting
complementing male-oriented ane_n._oE:.n_:...\ . Lt
The food, water, and cultural identity of many local tﬁ.:._ C M
closely related to the delta ecosystem. The rivers and .v:nu_“.,.w. .:M :/_rw
for drinking, bathing, fishing, harvesting, and _.E._jn:::m. ol ._Jo.p. .u_,cr:
as cassava. This implies that oil in water not only .ap_:umnu.:.f ::h.v. _ L :
also contaminates ground water H._:: people use for a_._:x:._.m m:%,:_ ,m_m
domestic purposes. As Human Rights Em_n:‘ observes, E.n _:D:”_o:H 0n
salt water into freshwater is highly damaging to mm_ﬁ.:nm. E:. c__n
saltwater enters freshwater, it is no longer usable for a::r:.ﬁ o__ other
domestic purposes.?® In particular, the UNDP mﬁmman_ that :d.o :d_,.u_w_m:o.:
of oil-induced pollution on the ﬁoo.a source in the Z.mo_a_.u“ ta is
frightening, given that human health is tied to the &.mw o_.. ﬂuc _ et
The people wash in the same water m:_..._,.Bn::m wit m_ m.< s
crude because the government _Em. not n_.os.n_ma adequate a H::_M v
source of water.?" Although the oil companies m_ﬁ moﬁw;En_z EHMQ.
engaged in development projects to help no_d_.ﬂ::_:nm. n.ozm:_:n,.ﬁm. !
and sanitation facilities, some of these moﬁw._o?.jn& projects have rnm
criticised by local and international organisations as _:manncmn.o m: d
poorly executed.?! The borehole provided by development commissior
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i orodion, “The Impact of Petroleum . y o J
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(NDDC) in many of the oil-bearing communities is not potable. Also,

the oil companies provided the communities with water tanks on a short-
term basis however, it was not adequate to cater for the water need of

locals, forcing them to still use the polluted groundwater for washing.

Spills have access to such alternative and in most cases, only people in
the immediate vicinity of an oil enjoy water supplies. People whose
water 1s contaminated by waste materials, or who live downstream of
oil spills, often do not have access to alternative sources of clean water.

In the household, women assist in harvesting t
tood such as cassava into garri and smoking the
and cassava expose the women to further pollut
health challenges. It is in this context that Enviror
states that oil pollution remains the biggest challenge to the economic
survival of women and children.®? In fact, the World Bank reports that
health-wise, women and children in the oil producing areas are more
susceptible to diseases than men.?® Death rate among children is
extremely high when the air, sea, water and farmland are polluted, as
there is bound to be an outbreak of diseases.

Government's obligation to protect the right to health requires it to
investigate and monitor the possible health impacts of oil pollution,
considering the communities' concerns about the risks that it poses for
their physical and mentat health. The failure of the government and the
companies to take the concerns of the communities seriously and take
steps 1o ensure independent investigation into the health impacts of oil
pollution is incomprehensible. Evidently, the oil producing areas do not
have access to quality healthcare services despite the health hazard
associated with oil exploitation. The oil-induced health situation in the
Niger Delta is complicated by the failure of the government to provide
adequate and effective services and water and sanitation facilities for

he crops and processing
fish. The oil in the fish
1on, complicating their
1mental Rights Actions

32. Environmental Rights Action ERA, Nigeria: Qil Pollution,

Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the E
Africa. October 2012.
33. World Bank, 1996,
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< asic infrastructural facilities, particularly
s <Mv_uwgm,mwnnw%w_<_un~w”ﬂ“__”Mm in the statement of _,mmnc_ﬁozﬁ
by s Eﬁn.:_:_,.ro _u:_:._.m_om_ communities, who alleged ::,:. there 1s no
iy H“.QUm by _” uality healthcare to the communities m_,a Em,
i Lio_,; medicine sellers in their community for
tooa_uw_nw_a“mmmmmwmﬂ on_mu_mw,:. the ailment is very serious, they would travel
g ; oritres for tment. )

% :M:ﬂ%w“gﬂ.ﬂwﬂmﬂn_”Hm”m_om“a,oEn: are adversely affected by o_—_.-_:n:%m
s g -oinalised in terms of compensation.
ﬁo:::o_.f ,”.onwm_wgmW_MQ_MM_M__”M_MMQ stated that they do not have .m
So.:wnmﬂsmﬂ:.:,_ao_.ﬁ a:.Mn:: to make a claim. This implies EE%OBMV_”. W_MM

i c i inationals to compensate them
et no__u._ﬁ_uum_ m_ugmrm“_o“;“”ﬂ“m:. livelihoods and health. Many of
el 5 nmmmn.ﬁ %anaﬂwa in the sampled communities lamented the fact
i E_nundn”,“hﬂzn_: and the oil companies continue to refuse H%Amm«.
-t m:o: to or discuss the issue with grassroots women @?rm _mm__
o e I h they bear the greater brunt of the nsﬁqoqﬂm:ﬁm
UQW_ n<n=oﬂwmm region. Women have had to rely on ::w:.. Bmmm
L ho are the community leaders and representatives to
no::ﬁntm.nm ,_>J il companies. The voicelessness and noiw_._mmm:nmm of
e w% oZ?Q. Delta is especially disheartening given that the
:ﬁ.éo_.:m: % _Sa :om of Human Rights encapsulates the rights 02“.09
i mm” without any discrimination.* Moreover, the oil
i, m:m_ J@Bzm_:_w_ fail to conduct a full assessment &6f the damage
e %D&:mw property, and the overall .:nmn_nmmn: mm.nnﬁ.“_ to by
e ._~< leaders is often not enough to repair all _:a_ﬁac.m_
s noﬁaw:\_yw a result. the damage done to individuals can be lost in
@Stn:_ww f these :mm_o:u:o:m. and more powerful members of the
e o cn:nmm at the expense of the more vulnerable members,
nwﬂﬂmﬁmwmw ﬂ,ﬂzéo:ﬁm. The informal compensation system can place
! 1 i lage.
e mﬁ:mnﬂﬂm_pmmwwcm_Mwm_ﬁ”.m mma the customary _we_.i in Niger Delta
ok _‘” gig mu:m of Nigeria do not recognisc the :mE of women to
i :H._m MH Hﬂ Ewm_ cases, women arc tenants who cultivate small plots
own land. :

34. Pegg and Zabbey, 2013.
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of land for food crop planting to feed their family and the remaining for
sale in the market. Some of the oil companies, particularly Shell, do not
pay compensation when a landlord cannot be identified and landlords
also usually do not pay those who own properties in their land.3 Ag
such, individual farmers affected by oil spills are marginalised in the
payment of compensation because they are not recognised as landlord.
Women are therefore, completely schemed out of any compensation
for damage to their food crop farms. This can cause untold hardship for
women, particularly widows. These, indeed, are glaring manifestations
of the denial of rights of the women.3? This position of subordination,
lack of viable opportunities as well as their exclusion from decision
making, make them more vulnerable to poverty. Arising from this, it is
imperative that the oil companies independently respect such occupiers’
or tenants’ rights and effect fair and adequate compensation payments.
In the Niger Delta, access to clean-up contracts is often seen as one
way of gaining access to at least a little oil wealth even though poor
practice in the award of compensation and contracts has prevented the
people from getting their full entitlements.3® The men comprising the
traditional rulers, community leaders and other élite in the oil-bearing
areas benefit from contract licence to bid and provide the oil companies
with personnel, goods and oil-related services. However, women are
disadvantaged in the award of contracts by the oil companies because
most of the contracts are awarded to men. It would seem that women
are considered maore suitable for menial jobs. Indeed, gender was an
issue in job negptiations with the oil companies, because women were
hardly considered in job negotiation, contracting and compensation
payments.
Gas flaring has also become another major pollutant of the local oil-
bearing communities. Gas is a by-product of oil and in Nigeria most of
it is burnt as waste, The burning of this “associated gas” has long been
acknowledged as extremely wasteful and environmentally damaging.
Amnesty International notes that there are over 200 such continuous

36. Ibid.

37. I Power, The Niger Delta: Using women to get rid of poverty. Punch, Sunday,
2006, p. 2.

38. Osaghae, et al 2011.
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fl burning across the Niger Delta.”” Gas pollutants mm:.mﬁmnn
o :M:mm within 30km of the flare and has a huge destructive _Bﬁmnﬁ“
MM:MM”HEER_ due to acid rain. ?::ocm: Em mo<n3M—m:M __HM ﬂﬂmomhmﬁmma
various deadlines for the cessation of flaring, mmn_._. .mm_ el
and flaring continues _unnmcm.m of the lack of politica
i stopping gas flaring. .
%HMHMNMOEEWW continue for 24 :ocﬂ. a day in many MMMMM.H nﬂwmﬁﬁw
noise pollution, heat and Snm” awaﬂhsmﬁmmnﬁwohm.wo_ﬂmwnm ::W o
1 ith permanent light. Gas flari 1
mmmmww__“ﬁwﬁﬁmo%mm:m:n animals. In Nembe 85.3:5:%_ mmwﬂmm:ﬂm_ﬁ__
M_%m respondents for the FGDs revealed that gas flaring mmmmnﬁanrﬂ & : Mmﬁ »
of many people, nmn:ncm_mﬂ._w Emn oE__QMMM. ﬂwmmmmw M..MM._MMN ,_mmpm e
1 aillments relate ; .
so%:m_nmnvn Nmﬁwnmwmmm“mma:on of Naidoo, who observes that gas flaring
ey health problem and the children suffer respiratory EoZm.:mm_
rm.m o ﬂumw mmmnn mﬂm irritations. Other health risks include Gnn.unn?n_m.
m_..n_ﬁoﬂ” sulphur poisoning of the blood, and cardiac no_dE._nm:MMM
M t mBm long-term exposure can predispose one to, or cause, skin ca A
cwnwcwm gas flaring releases ﬁ.a:cmna oxides and other mcUMMmanan MM..ns
as benzene, toluene and xylene i.r_n_,_ are known ﬂn,_z MMM: i
Gas flaring can also reduce crop yield by 45 percen e
of gas flare site.! The nitrogen and .mc::w:q oxide i it
atmospheric moisture to send down acid rains, leading to
e ity 1 Bayelsa state, the women
Moreover, in another community in Brass, Bay - :ma_ e
p::wniminn._ claimed that pregrrant women among t mﬂdmm g ot
area because of exhaustion they relate to the gas ﬂ.m:nm._ e
the respondent was no:mconm."ma by >.:5me F«aam ﬂo g e
thai although there is no direct evidence of impacts of g,
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" it 1 2014.

i crick, South_Africa, 25 February . -
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pregnant women, they are more likely to be vulnerable to any airborne
contaminants during this period and exposures to oil-related
contamination have been shown to be linked to maternal outcomes such
as spontaneous abortion.** However, the oil companies allege that claims
of negative health impacts were not supported by any medical statistics
because the health screening of workers living in the vicinity of flares
did not disclose any abnormal results to support the claim.* The claim
of the oil companies is spurious considering the level of coverage in
Nigerian and international media on the effect of gas flaring on the
people in the oil-bearing communities of the Niger Delta.

In this light, the World Bank points out that poverty in the Niger
Delta region is multi-faceted and encompasses material deprivation, low
levels of education and health, vulnerability and exposure to risk, and
voicelessness and powerlessness. 4 Oil pollution in the Niger Delta has
made the people vulnerable and exposed to risks which continue to
dispossess them of their rights and undermine their security.®® As a result
of the Nigerian government's negligence, the transnational corporations
directly impact the human rights of their local host communities.4’

The women are more vulnerable to the human rights violations and
human insecurity arising from their marginalisation in terms of access
to land, traditional livelihood, compensation, armed violence and the
additional burden placed on them to care for the health challenges of
children affected by oil-induced pollution, and so on.

In spite of the fact that the oil industries in the Niger Delta are
operating in a relatively densely populated area characterised by high
levels of poverty and vultterability, successive Nigerian governments
have failed in their responsibility to ensure the protection of the human
rights and security of the Niger Delta people, particularly the women

since the last 50 years that the multinational oil companies have been
operating the region.
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47. J.G. Frynas, Oil in Nigeria: Conflict and Litigation between Oil Companies and
Village Communities. Transaction Publishers, 2000, p. 97.
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The complexity of the meﬂ.Um.:m mm. too ?B:«::z%:& MM:NM
excuse for the failure to take action in line &::g _:ma_dm.:o:m_ mwM M_. petcei
and standards to prevent and address ﬁo:E._o: and m:SS:SMEm m:o HW
and protect the human rights of communities mﬁmﬂna by 9_ o_umanm::m.
There is no gainsaying the fact that the Z_mnﬂ. Delta is a comp Mx wmﬂémmn
environment, characterised by conflicts i:.:_: an b
communities, mostly over claims to _u.n:mmﬁm md.B oil onnnmwmﬂ.vm e
between the communities and the n.:_ companies .mnn_ con ._Hn i =
armed groups and the oil companies and Z_mm:m: security mmﬂnm ﬂwm
However, the crisis that has UmamS:.mm the Z_m.n_. Delta znwman ﬁ.ﬂc .
1990s has been closely associated Eﬁ. the environmental questi “w:oz
the same vein, the World Bank opines .::: ?n current no.mﬁn_:&mm ik
programme aggravates community relations in the o__..,onmm_:m M it
the Niger Delta because of the lack of Hamam.ﬂmnnnwwrﬁwﬂ W m_u nws.En:
regarding who the companies pay compensation to; the _mm gl
the amount is calculated; and how 594&5_ or communa nou.mnu. Py
is divided.®® Therefore, most of the o:”vmm::m 855.#_5_ ie b
become deeply suspicious of anyone mmmon._mﬁn_ with the oil comp Z
and often demand payments before mzosn_:m access to sites. e

The belief of the people is that the oil companies do not nw i
themselves accountable to the _On_m_ vmmmmmﬁ.v.wmmﬂﬂ““n”mﬁmoﬂnmc:ma

inalisation in contrast to the value of the il h

H.mnn_mwﬂmm_h Mwﬂnrn oil company personnel, federal nm_._nm and ::_:mwe mw“nhw
Such conflicts are also a result of competition for m&% onvm_m i
opportunities in the oil no_.:ﬁmnmmm. and over land where oh msm% e
located. The*youth of, the om_-cnm:ﬁm areas are at Em cen nﬁrn e
conflicts. The incessant violent conflict m.:a youth B_ENznm Eﬁ nmoms i
also noiﬁ:nmﬁ the 0553::5:.5_ problem through Mwm m% H._“dm S
infrastructure, settlements, fishing grounds, farmlan m and liv mw e
youth radicalised by years of unfulfilled government’s _u:.uﬂzwnm and
their inability to find gainful employment have resorted to viole

Mw WBOoF%_ch Compensating for trampled surface rights in the Nigeria Petroleum

Industry: Suggestion for a sustainable livelihood approach. The Nigerian
Economic and Financial Review, 2001, Vol. 6, No. 1.
50. World Bank, 2001.
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armed struggle.’' Also, hostage-taking, kidnapping of oil personnel and
oil bunkering are tactics adopted by the youth to exert more payment
from the oil multinationals because of the lack of transparency in the
payment of compensation.3?

In the ensuing situation of crises, women bear the negative impact
of the violent conflict. The human cost of conflicts are high and are
borne principally by the civilian population, particularly women and
children frequently viewed as targets by warring parties and criminal
gangs. During the conflicts with the oil companies and the Nigerian
government, women are subjected to all kinds of violence including
sexual violence such as rape, physical violence such as beatings, maiming,
murder, and destruction of properties.5 In some cases, the women may
lose their husbands and sons in the violent conflict that have engulfed
the Niger Delta region. As a result, they are confronted with the task of
assuming responsibilities as heads of households. Kidnapping of children
increases their agonies and indirectly affects the women's level of
productivity. Moreover, women may also become victims of kidnapping
and hostage taking by youth militants. However, they have not been
able to respond with violence like their male counterparts.’™ Niger Delta
women suffer human rights abuses for which justice is denied because
the agents of government who are the perpetrators of the abuses cannot
be subjected to the rule of law. It is quite glaring that the government
lack the political will to abide by Article 13 of the Convention on the
Elimination of all forms of discrimination against women such that
state parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in other areas of economic and social life
in order to ensure .ch:a\ of men and women.

The failure of the government was made obvious by the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) in the landmark
ruling on Ogoniland. The report notes that the oil multinationals had
failed to maintain its facilities causing numerous avoidable spills in the
proximity of villages and that the resulting contamination of water, soil

51. Ukeje, 2001,

52. Osaghae, eral, 2011.
53. Azubuike, 2008.
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and air had serious short- and long-term health impacts mzm H_M: it eﬁﬁw_ﬂ_m
astati
ifeti 0 years at the least to clean up the dev :
take a lifetime or about 3 Pt i
i iland as well as other Niger
the Ogoniland. The Ogoni ; Nige .
Owoacnm:mmmnnmm remains polluted and the human rights So_m:o.sm .QEE.HQ
m the African Commission persist. The consequences of Ez.w inaction
oum the part of the Nigerian government is E.ﬁ land m:nnm:o_:.
environmental dislocations and erosion of livelihoods of the people,
particularly the most vulnerable groups such as the women become a
ist iger Delta region.
stent features of the Niger : . -
tma_HUnmv:m the social mores of a predominantly ﬁm”.:m%sm_ society,
and the socio-economic difficulties resulting from the oil _sazmﬂcm EOEM“
ive i icing the deman
i iti been very effective in voicing
in many communities have : .
o?:m:wnoSB::.Emm to the oil companies and .mol.m,aamnﬁ The .s.oﬁnwmm
have resorted to mild protests to express their m:n,&:nwm ﬂmmim =
i inationals. This is attested to by the massiv:
ment and the oil multinationa to by .
mwﬁﬂoﬁﬁ protests by women from several noEu..E:Enm n E.m Z_mMH
Wn:m states, particularly in Delta, Bayelsa and Rivers states since t mm
1984 Ogharefe Women'’s Protest against US Pan OQ”E ﬂoz,‘%m:%.:ﬁ
i t broug
i demonstration by the women has no 1
However, this peaceful n by : by
1y signi in ameliorating their deplorable s ]
about any significant changes in . i g
igi i led to more instability in the
ther, as Digifa notes, it has Lt : : e
WMEm: are gradually becoming militant in their quest _.,n.. an<nﬂon~.ﬁmﬂ. ;
The tendencies towards militancy by the women Emm __Mucmqmnma E_Hc wﬂa
i ich i de the Ogharefe Women's Protest in b
otestations which inclu
__Maw an's Women'’s Uprising in 1986, the Okutukutu mun_. Etegwe QMJMM
?Mﬁﬂ in 1991, the Obunagha community protest in 1992 an
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Escravos Episode 2002 among others. In each of the protests, the
women’s major demand was that the oil companies and the government
should make concrete efforts to improve the economic, environmental,
and social conditions of the host communities.57

However, rather than adopting

, the state had acted with forc >
Weapons to maintain the peace. A case in point was the Qdj tragedy, in
which many civilians lost their lives, majority of them women and children.%¢

Mareover, although state governments in the Niger Delta region
have designed programmes o promote the welfare of women in the oil-
bearing communities and their socio-economic eémpowerment through
skill acquisition programmes, Emnno-mﬁm%lmmm_ credit facilities,

educational support, and so on, the reality depicts that such programmes
have not been implemented in most

in the peace process in the region,
roles in the conflict between the
and oil companies. The Federal
Peace and Security Strategy (PASS)
and sustainable development in the
rporate responsibility, reconciliation,

even though they have played active
o:.wnmlsm communities, the state

government created the Niger Delta
in 2005 to address issues of conflict
region. Emphasis was on ol theft, co

57. C. Ajaero, The Men Behind the Trigger in Niger Delta. Newswarch, Vol. 48,
No. 10, September, 2008, pp. 12-19.

58. Human Right Watch, Rivers and Blood: Guns, Qil and Power in Nigeria‘s
River State. A Human Rights Watch Briefing Paper, 2005,
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, Multinational Qj] Companies and the

Dialectics of Agitations in the Nj ger Delta. Papor Presented ar the 7ty International
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i oney laundering, good governance, implementing an nml.w
e nd developing a disarmament strategy. However, very
s &EQ,:.M included in the PASS committee, even Eoc.m: En
I s as facilitated by a woman.®® In mam_.:o_._._ Nigerian
i E.onamm E:Wa the National Gender Policy which is guided by the
moe_maﬂ.an_:u Mmﬂ on the Convention on m_::p:m:o:.om. all forms of
m_o.um._ :.E:EB w ainst Women (CEDAW) and its optional Protocols.
e, P om@ has not been implemented in such a manner z.::
Eoéwwmﬂrwﬁwino%m: dispossession and ensure gender equality and justice
can ehm
L Mr ; Mmmwwmwaﬂﬂwaﬁwﬂw“w“n that the government maﬁwima Mﬁnﬂﬂﬂhﬁ

L quisiti ining, educational -emp ;
thopelh £ mﬂnmw:.M“HMMqMMMnﬂ_aﬂwmamnm:o_._ of poverty, increased
mniqo:_.:m,:ﬂm f swoBm: in government at decision-making ._n<n_m. m.:a
qn?nmajﬂmn_mwmwm:& action against laws, custom and practices which
MMMMMHM”ME or dehumanise womanhood.

Conclusion

A il-bearing local communities in the Niger Delta
Oil exp E_Eﬂ_cﬂ _,_w.w_._mwMﬁn__nm_”“m%‘wﬁmhn<n_ov5nsﬂ of the local women ¢.§o
hiat e SFTe s equal partners in the development process in the Niger
should be mmn.m_, wn_.wmca the neglect and destruction of mnam_m economic
Delta region. o vwoimmon of basic infrastructural facilities by the
activities maﬂ wn_m and government are deliberate attempts 8.%28«
oil multinationa and nurturing of nature for their survival, E.E.Emm and
women's mn._mman_oa spite of available legislative and mui_n_m:m:,.a_
GORYIIES w. r fostering gender-equality in Nigeria, there are stil

framewaorks aoﬁ.:_ﬁ:_.& discriminations against women. It is vital that
structural an nt ensure adequate compensation to women for :anm
the mm:.maaﬂwramw rights and undertake a comprehensive clean-up o

H_“Mmmmmmamna damaged by oil operations.
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If the gender dimensions
addressed, the multination
destruction of the enviro
attendant grave implicati

of the environmental conflict are not
al oil companies will continue with the wanton
nment and land of the Niger Delta with the

on for the local people, particularly the women
who are more vulnerable and affected by oil-induced negative
environmental externalities,

Indeed, women should play active roles in curre
peacebuilding and conflict prevention initiatives in th
There should be increased participation of women in d
affecting their communities. This will go a long way i
platform where women can voice out their grievances,
history when female economic activities and emancipa
focal interests in globalisation and the issue of develop
when women are empowered would the impoveris
African nation states, including that of Nigeria be el

nt and future
e Niger Delta.
ecision-making
n establishing a
At the point in
tion become of
ment, it is only
hment of many
minated.




