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THE ATTITUDE OF MARRIED WOMEN TOWARDS VIRGINITY AMONG YOUNG
LADIESIN ILORIN METROPOLIS

Aburime, A. Ozohu; Jekayinfa, Oyeyemijumoke & Odejobi, S. Oluwaseyi
Department of Arts Education, Faculty of Education, University of llorin.

Abstract

Virginity and its effects have been a major source of concern within llorin Metropolis, The main
objective of the study was to investigate attitude of married women towards virginity among young
ladies in Horin metropolis. The research design adopted for the study was a descriptive research
survey and It considered variables of oge, educational qualification and religion. The researchers
employed the simple random sampling technique which was used to select 100 married women in
Horin metropolis. The researchers developed a questionnaire which was used to elicit information
from the respondents. It consists of two sections; section A deals with their personal data, while
section B contains 20 items relating to the subject matter of the study. The findings of the study
showed thot 87% of the respondents viewed virginity as very important while the remaining 13%
viewed virginity as less important. Also, findings that there is a significant difference in the ottitude
of married women towards virginity among young ladies in llorin metropolis based on oge and
educational qualification while there is no significant difference in the attitude of married women
towords virginity among young ladies in llorin metropolis based on religion. Based on the findings of
the study, it wos concluded that much emphasis should be placed on virginity in the society becaouse
this will help curb the issue of divorce and enhance marital stability. It was recommended that
Government should place more emphasis on sex education. Also, counseling should start from
home to school and through oll the levels of education from primary school to tertiary institutions.
There should be seminars, symposium, on sex, sex education, virginity and oll issues related to
marrioge and workshop on other virol sexual diseases.

Keywords: Attitude, Married Women, Virginity, Young Ladies.

Introduction

Virginity is defined as an intact of the hymen in the
virginal that is a break or tears at the hymen which
can be caused during sex. Broken hymen can also be
caused during sporting activities like horse riding
etc. (UNICEF, 2001). In llorin metropolis, parents and
married women have positive and negative feelings
towards young ladies who still possess the virginity
within them or that might have lost it

According to Cooksey, Elizabeth, Frank and Stefaine
(2002), the first act of sexual intercourse by a female
is commonly considered within many cultures to be
an important personal milestone. Its significance is
reflected in expressions such as “saving oneself”,
“losing one's virginity”, and sometimes
"deflowering”. The occasion is at times seen as the
end of innocence, integrity, or purity, and the
sexuality of the individual. Traditionally, there was a
cultural expectation that a young girl would not
engage in premarital sex and would come to her
wedding a virgin, which would be indicated by the
bride wearing a white gown, and that she would
*“give up” her virginity to her new husband in the act
of consummation of the marriage (Goodson, Evans
and Edmundson, 1997).In some cultures, it is so

important that a young lady be a virgin, which is
refraining from inserting any object into her vaginal,
such as a dildo, or undergoing some medical
examinations, so as not to damage the hymen. Some
females who have been previously sexually active (or
the hymen has been otherwise damaged) may
undergo a surgical procedure called hymenorrhaphy
or hymenoplasty, to repair or replace her hymen, and
cause vaginal bleeding on the next intercourse as a
proof of virginity. In some cultures, an unmarried
female who is found not to be a virgin, whether by
choice or as a result of rape, can be subjected to
shame, ostracism or even killing. Virginity is regarded
as a valuable commodity in some cultures, and the
right to have sexual intercourse with a virgin can be-
bought. For example, in Japan, Geishas would sell1* ©f
right of first access in a ritual called mizuage, Th='smit
also legendry droit du seigneur (“the lord's When it
often conflated with the Latiprecivically
“lusprimaenoctis”) which allegedly enti<™ or impart
of an estate to take the virginity of th~UiON is certainly
on the night of their marriage, a riesNe education of
can trade for money (Carpenter, Ternments, religions,
and custom in some socletie<! @ few are some of the
who seduced or raped avirgthe processes of civic
compensation to her fat+tney, Peter & Josh, 2012)
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the late 20" century, a woman could sue a man who
had taken her virginity but did not marry her. In some
cultures, the compensation for these damages is
called “wreath money”. (Randall & Bye, 2003).

Some cultures require proof of a bride's virginity
before her marriage. This has traditionally been
tested by the presence of an intact hymen, which
was verified by either a physical examination
(usually by a physician, who provided a certificate of
virginity) or by a "proof of blood”, which is referred to
as virginal bleeding that results from tearing of the
hymen after the first sanctioned sexual comact. In
some cultures, the nuptial blood-spotted bed sheet
would be displayed as a proof of both consummation
of marriage and that the bride was a virgin. (Randall
and Byers, 2003).

According to a study by the National Center for
Health Statistics (2006), 27% of young men and 29%
of young ladies from the ages of 15-24 has never had
any kind of sex. The largest and most in-depth
federal report to date on sexual behavior, sexual
attraction and sexual identity in the U.S covers 2006-
2008 and includes 5,082 participants in the 15-24
year old group. According to the analysis of the
report, 58% of girls age 15-17 have had no sexual
contact. For ages 20-24, 12% are also reported
likewise.

The institute of Shangi academy of social science
findings was based on virginity loss of young ladies,
attitude of mainland China to the issue, the
comparison of mainland China and United States of
America ladies in the average of losing their virginity
is that there is inadequate sex education to evacuate
the issue of virginity loss and curbing the negative
attitude of people toward this, (Xiong, 2013). Xiong
(2013), was of the opinion that many young ladies of
the past centuries would always want to give their
life to any male friend that they lose their virginity to.
According to Xiong (2013) study, he discussed a
recent "Sex' survey which suggests that average age
of Chinese losing their virginity has decreased
dramatically in the last 2 years, this trend and
speculates on whether or not China will catch up
with the liberal attitude towards sex held by many
western countries, many young mainland Chinese
are becoming Increasingly open-minded when it
comes to their view on sex. Recent investigation
shows that the average age which mainland Chinese
lose their virginity has dropped from 22years old to
18 in the last 20 years, significant change (Ramusack,
Sharon and Barnara, 1999).

Jo £ <

The African society in general and the Nigerian
society in particular placed so much value on female
virginity. Virginity serves as core value of integrity
and dignity to the woman in the society. Virginity is
symbolic of the societal value and virtue and it is 3
taboo for a woman to lose her virginity before
marriage. It connotes impurity and lack of respect for
societal tradition. It therefore, becomes a disgrace to
the family of the bride if she is not found intact on her
wedding night. Loss of virginity could be caused by
lustful desire, sexual abuse, poverty, lack of proper
sex education, etc.

The objective of this study is to ascertain:

1.  The attitude of married women towards
virginity among young ladies in lorin
metropolis.

2. If there is any significant difference in the
attitude of married women towards virginity
among young ladies base on age, academic
qualification and religion.

Research Questions

The following research questions were raised based

on the statement of problem:

1 What is the attitude of married women
towards virginity among young ladies in llorin
metropolis?

2. Is there any significant difference in the
attitude of married women towards virginity
among young ladies in llorin metropolis on
the basis of age?

3. Is there any difference in the attitude of
married women towards virginity among
young ladies in llorin metropolis on the basis
of highest educational qualification?

4. Is there any difference in the attitude of
married women towards virginity among
young ladies in llorin metropolis on the basis
of religion?

Hypotheses
The following research hypotheses were

generated to guide the conduct of this study.

. ¥ There is no significant difference in the
attitude of married women towards virginity
among young ladies in llorin metropolis on
the basis of age.

2. There is no significant difference in the
attitude of married women towards virginity
among young ladies in llorin metropolis on
the basis of educational qualification.

3 There is no significant difference in the
attitude of married women towards virginity
among young ladies in llorin metropolis on
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the basis of religion.

Methodology

The research design that was adopted for the study
is the descriptive survey. The population for the
study comprises all married women in HNorin
metropolis. The researcher went to religious
organizations, such as churches and mosques; also
government establishments to administer the
questionnaire. One hundred (100) respondents
were randomly selected in llorin metropolis. The
sampling technique used in the research ensures
bias selection of respondents to represent the
population, drawing a sample from the population,
and making statistical inferences, Married women
are used as respondents chosen from Horin
metropolis and their responses are used to obtain
necessary information for the study. The simple
random sampling technique was used. The random
selection also has adequate representation of

Vijume XI Number 1, October, 2017

respondents in terms of age, marital status, religion
and educational qualification.

The instrument used in collecting useful information
for this study is a researcher designed questionnaire
tagged “Attitude of Married Women towards
Virginity among Young Ladies (AMWTVAYL). The
instrument consists of two sections. The first section
consists of the demographic data of the respondents
while the second section elicit information on the
attitude of married women towards virginity among
young ladies. The Likert rating scale was adopted.

Data Analysis
Research Question 1:
What is the attitude of married women towards

virginity among young ladies in Hlorin metropolis?

Table 1: Attitude of married women towards
virginity among young ladies in llorin
metropolis

S/N ITEMS Agree Disagree
No o No %
1 Virginity Is very important in marital life 87 87% 13 13%
2 Virgin couples are the best in marriages 62 62% 38 38%
3 Virginity is a factor to be taken seriously in 54 54% 46 46%
determining choice of partner
Table 1 shows that 87% of the respondents agreed  Hypotheses Testing

that virginity is very important in marital life while
the remaining 13% disagreed, 62% of the
respondents agreed that virgin couples are the best
in marriage while 38% disagreed. Also, 54% of the
respondents agreed that virginity s a factor to be
taken seriously in determining choice of partner
while 46% disagreed. This shows that there is 3
positive attitude of married women towards

Research Hypothesis One: There is no
significant difference In the attitude of married
women towards virginity among young ladies in
llorin metropolis on the basis of age.

Table 2: t-test analysis on the difference in
the attitude of married women towards

virginity among young ladies in lorin

virginity among young ladies in liorin metropolis. metropolis on the basis of age
Variables N Mean SD t Df Sig (2 tailed) Decision
30years&below 38 349 5.03
-2.015 58 039 Reject
3lyears&above 62 37.2 3.34

P<0.05

Result from table 2 shows the t value yielded -2.015
which is significant with P value .039 < 0.05. This
shows a significant result. Hence, the null
hypothesis is rejected. This means that there is a
significant difference in the attitude of married

women towards virginity among young ladies in llorin
metropolis on the basis of age. This is in favour of the
older women with a mean of 37.2 which is greater
than that of the younger women with a mean of 34.9
le.37.2>349.
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Research Hypothesis Two: There is no significant difference in the attitude of married women towards
virginity among young ladies in llorin metropolis on the basis of educational qualification.

Variables N Mean SD Df Sig (2 tailed) Decision
NCE&below 42 325 503

-1.185 58 042 Reject
1¥deg&above 58 357 334

Table 3: t-test analysis on the difference in
the attitude of married women towards

virtin!ty among young ladies in llorin
metropolis on the basis of educational
qualﬂmlon

P<0.05

Resuit from table 3 shows the t value yielded -1.185
which Is significant with P value .042 < 0.05. This
shows 2 significant result. Hence, the null

significant difference in the attitude of married
women towards virginity among young ladies in Horin
metropolis on the basis of educational qualification,
This is in favour of the more-qualified women with a
mean of 35.7 which Is greater than that of the less-
qualified women withameanof32.5i.e.35.7>325,

Research Hypothesis Three: There is no
significant difference in the attitude of married
women towards virginity among young ladies in Horin

hypothesis is rejected. This means that there is 3  metropolis on the basis of religion.
Variables N Mean SD t Df Sig (2 tailed) Decision
Christian 30 133 2.05
-675 58 502 Do not Reject
Muslim 70 136 148

Table 4: t-test analysis on the difference in
the attitude of married women towards
virginity among young ladies in llorin
metropolis on the basis of religion

P>0.05

Result from table 4 shows the t value yielded -.675
which is not significant with P value .502 > 0.05. This
shows a non-significant result. Hence, the null
hypothesis is not rejected. This means that there is
no significant difference in the attitude of married
women towards virginity among young ladies in
llorin metropolis on the basis of religion.

Conclusion

It was concluded that, though the lost of virginity
before marriage connotes impurity, lost of integrity,
honour and pride in the society. It also portrays lack
of respect for societal tradition and culture in some
society. On the contrary, the issue of virginity is a
personal ksue. It depends on how the Individual
want to be veceived and what legacy the individual
want to leave behind.

Recommendations

Much emphasis should be placed on marital stability,
not virginity. The issue of virginity should not be
taken into consideration In determining choice of
partner. However, both male and female should

abstain from premarital sex to obey God
commandment in the Holy Bible and the Noble
Quran.

The researchers also recommend that there be
counseling at every point in time to check and
balance the youths from time to time. Therefore
there should be counselors at each level of
education: primary, secondary and even the tertiary
institution. There should be seminars and
symposium on sex, virginity, and issues related to
marriage, workshops on viral sexual diseases.

Parents should also endeavour to help talk to the
youths on sex education and not shy away from
talking to their kids.
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