[image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0029.jpg][image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0030.jpg] [image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0031.jpg][image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0032.jpg]

[image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0034.jpg][image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0033.jpg][image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0035.jpg]


[image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0038.jpg][image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0036.jpg][image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0039.jpg]


[image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0042.jpg][image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0041.jpg][image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0040.jpg][image: G:\29 ARTICLES ON THE NET\PROF. ADEOYE'S PUBLICATIONS\PAPER 9\scan0043.jpg]
image7.jpeg
WA Musa

e Nigerlan Economy And Underdevelopment

livery negative economic, social, political. ~technological. industrial .and
Wiliasticturl  indicator  of  cconomic  development is a factor of ecconomic
wnderdevelopment  with  the  pathetic  characteristics of unemployment. political
imperiatism, capitalism, mercantilism, poor health services, high infant mortality rate:
peasant poverty and landlessness, urban slums, poor health services low per capital
{eime iliteracy and so on. Caldwell (1977:51) concludes that the historical antecedents
uf underdevelopment phenomenon in at Ieast non-marxist and non-soctalist circles in the
West dates 10 the second world war, a period when the backwardness of the colonial and
woinl-coloninl countries of Asia. Africa and Latin America was recognized.

‘he growth of industrial capitalism seriously rubbished the political and
soonomic innovations of the people of Latin America, India, Indonesia and Africa.
Muandel (1991-1955) is unsparing on the capitalists for underdevelopment. He
aimnmanizey that:

it was the systematic plundering of four continents. during the commercial

expansion of the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries that created the conditions for

decisive lead acquired by Europe from the industrial revolutions onward ... the
enrichment of which was paid for in the literal sense of the word. by the
impoverishment of the plundered areas.

Africa countrics were raped of her human and natural resources by the ravaging
colonialists and the Nigeria economy nose-dived into an underdeveloped economy.
able (0 grow,

Our present economic condition in Nigeria is traceable to historical antecedent:
It can be observed that the economic empowerment of the transnational corporations, the
import substitution strategy pioneered by the British Government, debt crisis, devaluation
of (he Nigeria national currency, the introduction of the Structural Adjustment
Programme and our over reliance on foreign aids. Our analysis of underdevelopment in
Migoria cannot be concluded without mentioning our heavy reliance on importation. bad
borrowing culture and the unpatriotic attitude of our political leaders who have no strong
cconomic intellectual power and who most often jettison the wise economic suggestions.
Where do we go from here? All the above call for a re-examination and the development
of our human and natural resources.

Potentials of Theatre Arts

The functional survey and critics™ intellectual judgments about the established
{heatre traditions have made the social acceptance of theatre arts profession very
encouraging, The various arts of the theatre have grown rapidly and various dramatic
cuctment’s such as; fighting, cynical greetings, watching lovers kissing passionately or
Inughing uncontrollably to gluttons devouring food on stage and so on are now money.
I'ie various arts of the theatre arc the various forms and techniques. contents and themes
with which human beings. and cven prisoners and sicklers are entertained. idolized.
corrected, represented. condemned and like the diviner who often predicts the future, the
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arts of the theatre also have mechanisms for tracing the past. beholding the present and
inviting the future.

Acting. directing, stage management. choreography. theatre administration
playwriting. costuming. technical theatre, props and make-up and so on arc some of the
vital arts of the theatre. The above however meant three things to the average Nigerians
drama. dance and music. They are unmindful of the fact that they are relative words (hat
have numerous meanings, branches and interpretations.

. The posterity of the advanced nations is at least partially dependent on the
continued poverty of the less developed countries. Hoyle, (1974:1). This clearly show
that the capitalist turned the workers into a social caricature, caged. exploited and turned
into robots. The best thing to do is to re-assess our “Nigerianess” vis-a-vis our s0cio-
cultural values. Banham (1976:1) opines that:

Africa theatre is functional, in the sense that it serves a purpose within

communities and cultures that is much greater than simply that of entertainment

or diversion.

Theatre must therefore perform its entertainment role, but beyond that fagade. it must
also perform numerous utility roles.

Music as an art of the theatre is a tonic of life, veracious tune of joy and
melancholy. an outburst of uncontrolled emotion and rhetoric for the wise. Various songs
*composed by Nigeria musicians like Evi Edna Ogoli, Sunny Okosun, Majek Fasck. Dan
Maraya Jos. Sunday Adeniyi, Sikiru Ayinde, Ebenezer Obey, Sade Adu and so on have
gained national acceptance and the revenue generated by these musicians speak volume
of the strong economic potentials of the art of music in Nigeria.

The drama of dance also has numerous potentials and has been variously
explored in Nigeria as a veritable instrument of economic development. The Atilogu
dance of the Igbo people, Kwagh-Hir dance of the Benue people. the Ekombi dance of
the Thibio and Calabar people and the Obitun dance of Ondo people are beautiful cultural
dances in Nigeria and the audience response to them in Nigeria speak of their popularity
Apart from command performances and special occasion for their productions, the above
dances are complete symbols of cultural institutions, which chronicle the historical
mythological. political and social worldview of the people.

Theatre Arts and the Nigerian Economy

The theatre arts sector relies on the human resources as the machines for
promoting, executing, controlling, coordinating, organizing, directing and presenting,
dramatic and or, theatrical performances. The relationship between theatre arts and the
Nigeria economy has not been well developed and we are of the strong believe that
theatre arts can revitalize the Nigeria economy through: employment generation. revenuc
generation, educational development. social engineering, political ~ socialization
population control and through doctoring the soul.
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Puychometaminesis is conceived as a method of treating mentally ill paticnts
Bt 4 o ateo be used to treat all forms of deviant behaviour(s). In both
tstanoes 1t is tnrgeted at the reforination of experience.
Bl den sho o (o patients in the hospital can help patients to recover quickly and prepare
thete payehology through better health consciousness and a healthy individual will help
e seanamy o grow

o hamion r

Wa hive consclously witnessed the rapid development of underdevelopment and
we nre all dissntistied with the slow pace of development going on in the Nigerian
coonomy We want (o conclude that it is high time that the non-cconomic variables such
ie (e theatre arts potentials are exploited and developed since their development is the
development of (he  Nigeria cconomy. Governmental and non-governmental
aiginiaations should also come to the aid of the theatre arts profession by providing the
eeded nput (fnd and incentives). which in turn will provide the much-needed output
(reveniie) so that the Nigerian economy can be bailed out of depression.
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Theatre is about cultural revival and since Obasanjo and Mabogunje (1991:200)
see a cultured Nigerian as the one who is “deeply rooted in his own culture and that of
other Nigerians. one who consciously behaves and operates in a manner acceptable by the
generality of Nigerian and a person who is fully aware of. and appreciates, our national
cultural heritage including our music. dances. arts”, it is imperative that to be a truly
cultured Nigerian is to imbibe the functional roles of the arts of the theatre, which is
above narrow and subjective prejudices.

Political Socialization

When politicians meet. there are always the funfair of theatre performances.
When political rally is going on. the dancers and musicians sing. actors act and a whole
episode of dramatic experience evolves. No economy of any nation can develop without
political stability and political stability cannot take place without a good process of
political socialization where people of the same ideological block will come together to
form a political party and thereby control the political power. Political campaigns are
usually colourful occasions where music, dance and drama are introduced into them.
Even political campaigns in the electronic media make use of beautiful songs. the lyrics
that often have the power to convince the electorate to vote for the political party with
good musical advertisements.

In the night when the full moon is bubbling with the glory of God, the narrator
gathers the young children to tell them stories about the exploit of past credible leaders
The narrator also exposes the intrigue and deceit of dubious leaders and allows the
children to make a choice. If all the plays from Nigeria playwrights are to be counted,
political plays will have an edge. The predictions, warnings and admonitions of such
plays help the political process to change and if change is about development then the
arts of theatre will help the Nigeria economy to develop through political socialization.

Population Control

An average Africa man is a polygamist and this culture leads to overpopulation
the toll of which retards the economy. Family planning is not novel in Nigeria and
various plays with population control as central theme educate the people through proper
dramatization, which is far better than drug induced family planning. which have side
effects. Such dramatic performances are being sponsored by governmental and non-
governmental agencies. The need to have a manageable population is crucial to national
development and the theatre can be used effectively to engineer and sensitize the
populace about the effects of overpopulation.

Doctoring the Soul :

Drama and music can perform therapeutic operation even in a serious case of’
behavioural disorder. Psychodrama is also a drama that deals with the inner behaviours of
individuals. Segun Oyewo (1999:7) in his article, “Psychometamimesis: Drama and
Theatre in the Treatment of Madness” propounds that:
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iy et Generation
Liemiplovment 1w one of the mdicators of underdeyelopment. Thousands of
et e becn cmploved through the various arts of the theatre and others can sull

b cmplas el Hamerons actors artistic directors.  costumuers.  make-up - arusts.
Pl nphits thentie admmistrators, echmeal directors and so on are gamfully employved
el pettannee cellutord and home movie productions. Theatre arts profession 1s a
sl g pose and mlepeople arc where the stark dliterate. semi-illiterate and the super=

Bl bl ante things or the other to do- From the raw village boy who dances m the mght
Il villape squanre 1o the apprenuice n theatre. dramatic and perfornung arts

Adepurtments i Nigenn unnersities and state arts councils to the theater arts professors
e are the birns behind the theatre arts profession: everybody  participates and
servhody s iwohved

Heyvenue Generntion

Flowing trom (the above. the theatre arts profession 15 a revenue vielding
pralession The revenne penerated will go a long way to reducing the tension alwass
penetated trom the recurnng dectmal of revenue allocation. Theatre companies. resident
tepetony compantes. film production companics. cultural troupes and so on generatc
liige tovene through various theatrical performances especially hard currency through
e mpottation o such dramatic productions. The Nigera government directly or
welirocty fses these theatre outfits and thus revenue ts generated

Iducational Deyvelopment
No naton can be said to - have developed economically without a sound and .
ahid quantitaty e education. Farrant (1980 18) defines education as
the total process of human learning by which knowledge 1s unparted. facullncs
tramed and skalls developmcnt

Musie dance and drama are used to teach the dlrterate populace how to read and write
i cven performances can be used to further educate the educated criizens more on new
innovitons and discoveries  Children theatre s mstructionally directed towards the
Vot puptls and the roles of the communify theatre cannot be swept underground
copecidivm the smaller peasant commuiiies

Social Kngineering,

Harmonious mteraction between tribes in a heterogeneous socicty like Nigerta 1s
crucil o economie development. Theatre arts can help the people to grow in their socal
it aties and behayioural pattern: Some disdains and msinuations about a tribe or a group
ol people can be erased through the arts of the theatre. Agan. national value. busincss
ethies and cconomic situations can be presented to the people through movies. stage
productions electrome Jingles. advcrusements and publicity m which the unsuccessful
participants 1nthe economue struggle of the underdevcloped nation will have cause to
Ll
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HEVITALIZATION OF THE NIGERIAN ECONOMY: THE
THEATRE ARTS OPTION
R.A. Musa

Ariiluction
Hhe Cansen of economic recession and depression are numerous and diverse.
ey e lude the gargantuan emblein of corruption and embezzlement. inflation /the
Apictintor of human purchasing power), unemployment (the creator of psychological
aiden) debt crists (the product of planiessness), over population, low per capital
st i Tow standard of living, social inequalities and budget deficit. These
wlerdovelopment matrixes are caused by the under exploitation of the numerous natural
A hnn renources, leaving the Nigerian cconomy moribund with oil serving as the
Yy Taraign enrmer .

Ihe cconomic exploitative role of the “Paris Club”. the owners of the
Hpnpalistic corporations and the unfortunate global phenomenon of war and conflict
- the over-production of the greed oil quota by the organization of Petroleum
potting Countries (OPEC) which made nonsense of their determined prices all
Hinated i the instability of crude oil prices and the Nigeria economy totters. Also, the
< i the npricultural sector that used to be the country’s bride of numerous eyes affected
- Higerin economy

e volatility of the revenue formula in Nigeria is still under debate. From

dlipron (1946) 1o Hicks and Philipson (1951) and from Chicks (1953) to Raisman
151 Alwo the Bimms Commission of 1964, Dina Commission of 1968. Aboyade of
7 Okdgbo of 1979 and through the National Revenue Mobilization. Allocation and
il Commission of 1989, principles of “population strength, needs, equality of region,
flofinl inforests, even development and derivation” have been used in distributing the
tionnl resources and yet the Nigeria economy is unstable. This financial insufficiency
wsedd by insufficient revenue dictates the need to expand the scope of the Nigeria
vermment s rovenue base by tapping very effectively. the available human and material
WHHTCEeN

Importantly, one of the ways to achieve economic revitalization is to emphasize
(- hiness (he cultural aspects of the Nigerian human resources such as those provided

(he theatre arts practitioners. Principally. cultural and arts’ revolution is “sin-qua-non’
tndustiinl revolution and revitalization of the Nigerian economy.

I'he Theatre Arts profession is growing very rapidly and the comedians and
tein ol yesterday are now making thousands of naira through the art of comedy The
ucers through their body displays, the musicians through their soul touching songs and
wical compositions. The India Government depends mainly on the arts of the theatre

revenne gencration where the survival of their economy lies. America Govermment
th her muld-racial people prided herself into the theatre and the entertainment industry
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and they have cumulatively helped the American cconomy to grow. The idea here is that
Theatre Arts is capable of revitalizing the Nigerian economy through its numcrous
potentials.

Expectedly. the United Nations Organization has rated Nigeria as the
“thirteenth. seventh and even second poorest nation” in the world and in spite of the
vociferous criticism against the United Nations' rating by Nigerians. our membership of
the International Development Association also unfortunately conformed our
underdevelopment.

It must be stated that Nigeria has the highest siaggering unemployment figures
in Africa and Du Bois (1968:167-9) position is instructional here:

If there is a satisfactory adjustment to economic life then there is no reason
why. in the same street. two or three great national ideals might not thrive
and develop. ..

The ideal here is that Theaire Arts is capable of revitalizing the Nigeria economy
through its numerous potentials. .

Theories of Economic Development
Development and growth can be used interchangeably and what seems to be
. growing is equally assumed to be developing. Development is a concept whose definition
cannot be treated in isolation. However. economic development cuts across the
ideological trends of socialism, communism, capitalism. feudalism, fascism and other
political innovative strata.
Conceptually, development means
Change, and the geography of development is basically concerned with the
spatial diffusion of innovation — the spread of new ideas, the adoption of new
techniques and the establishment of new changes in human distributions and
movements and in the patterns of human activity ... Hoyle, (1974:5)

-Development comes with something novel. fascinating and which are
cumulatively responsible for the overall growth of humanity. Growth is
expansion and it is the weapon of social as well as national liberation. b
Julius Nyerere sces development in another dimension. He emphasized human
development rather than material development:
... development means the development of people. Roads. buildings. the
increase of crop output ... are not development, they are only the tools of
devclopment. An increase in the number of school buildings is development
only if the; ‘duildings can be, and are being. used to develop the minds and
understanding of the people... Development brings freedom. provided it is the
development of the people. Nyerere.(1968:123).

This 1s a socialist approach to the meaning of development. which a capitalist
whose target is profit maximization through labour exploitation might disagree with.

17




image5.jpeg
Anvigba Journal of Arts & Humanitics 2003

Kaldor model of cconomic growth is another cconomic growth (heory
propounded as substitute to Harrod-Dormar model (the model that secks the relationship
between captal and output)  Kaldor (1987 591-6) 15 of the opmion  that th
substitutability of caputal for labour 1s impossible because of technology embodied in
machines To producc a change 1 technology. there must be new mvestment The mijor
impetus here 1s the correlation between land. labour and capital with occasional excursion
into the mput and output matrix. Thus the human resources dey clopment 1 abandoned
and,material resources partially made use of

The stage theony of economic development strongly asserts that the prowth of an
cconomy may follow a farrly uniform pattern. passing through a series of stapes Thes
cconomic histortans were mosthy of the German historical school and the varous stapes
suggested by them take cognizance of their believe system. economic potentials of thew
environment and the human factor Karl Marx suggested the radical change of ccononmi
institutions from feudalism to capitalistn and soctahism The list suggested a pradual
move from savagers to pastoral life. then to agnculture and manufactures and from
manufactures to trade Hildebrand was of the view that econonue transaction should vrovw
from barler to money and finally to credit. Buckner drew a multi-purpose cconomi
growth household cconomy  (independent production and  consumption) o fown
cconomy (custom production) and finally to national cconomy (production ol v cnton
and wholesale distribution). Ashley deviated little from him. his own ccononne siapee
patterned towards houschold system to guild. then to domestic system and lactory G
used the entity format - village to town. town to nation and world cconomy idleberpcr
(1965 54-5) The stage theon apphicable to the Nigerian cconomy is the one that will rin
from agriculture to petroleum. and manufacture to non-cconomic development where the
potentials of the theatre will be exploited through socio-cultural revolution

The statistical model 1o the study of cconomic growth condemned all theories of
ceconomie growth and development  Thus approach makes use of data and veritabl
materials after which conclusion can be drawn to form the law of cconomic dey clopment

The cconomic indicators of developed coumtry are. mass licracy — mas
cmployment. good health services. industnalization. pohitical stability. urbamization
balance budget. low mfant mortality. hugh per capital income. good mbrastructinnl
facilitics such as roads. water ways. transportation. electricity. communications and
modernized agriculture

Generally speaking. Cypher and Ditch. (1997 15-0) report that the cconomisr
and the cconomic historians identified five structural changes before economuc prowth
and devclopment can take place: industrialization. a decrease in the role of agricultun
changing trade paticrns. increased application of human capital and knowledpe of
production and mststutional change Through theatre arts. a new economic order will I
dev cloped through human knowledge
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I'he theoretical position of Kindleberger (1965:1) is that cconomic development
finplies both more output and changes in the technical and institutional arrangement by
Which the output 1s produced. emphasizing also that “therc must be changes in the

{iucture of outputs and in the allocation of input by sector™. This input and output view
ol vconomic development presupposes that the process of capitalization must be firmly
planned and managed before any meaningful output can re-service the input through the
process o rescapitalization

Ihe social issue of class structure. religion affinity. cultural idiosyncrasy. race
felations and the environmental factors cannot be divorced while theorizing on economic
devetopment. Grayson Ho (1955-1992) vehemently supports the class structure and race
(ulitions theory of cconomic development when he opines critically that:

i the middle ages. a gentleman did not cngage in economic

production because we are middle class minded. America is a

society where millionaires go to work as well as everyone else.

Ihe concept of man and his immediate environment cannot be swept under the
cipet in the economic analysis of the non-economic aspects of cconomic development.
Paisons and Shills (1951:80) observe that:

(he relations of an individual to his society will differ in a number of
dimensions, of which the most significant involve cognition. membership

and substantive relations. ..

I'here are many popular cconomic development or growth models. their
lmititions would however be presented. this is with a view to supporting the non-
ceonomic variables of economic development.

I'or example, the Richardian growth model emphasizes that:

unless more land could be discovered. or more probable uniess food

could be imported cheaply from abroad the, limits to growth would quickly

be reached. .. growth will be halted because of diminishing returns of labour

and capital. Land at the margin could not vield enough to pay the

subsistence costs of labour. even after the profit had fallen to zcro. Cited in

Kindicberger. (1965: 43-3).

I'he cconomic limitation of this economic theory of development lies in the glaring
limttation imposed by land and the over reliance on importation which will discourage
exportation and can casily weaken the economy of the dependent nations.

The neoclassical model of economic growth propounded by Robert Solow
(1956 56) considers the cquilibrium between labour and capital:
the growth path was non inherently unstable. if the labour force outgrew the
supply of capital. the price of labour will fall relative to the rate of interest. or if
capital outgrew labour. the price of labour will risc.

Equilibrium is difficult to achieve between labour and capital in a free market
ceonomy of the developing nations and its excruciating cffect will affect the cconomy.
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