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WATER SECURITY A NECESSITY FOR FOOD AVAILABILITY

OLUWABUNMI LUCY NIYI-GAFAR (MRS.)
Department of Jurisprudence and International Law
Faculty of Law, University Of Ilorin g
bunsoguns@vyahoo.co.uk; 08033930391 E
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INTRODUCTION

“The issues surrounding water and food security are enormous as they qre |
critical elements _for human existence.!” .

Water can be described as the clear colorless liquid, which is odorless and tasteless Whe
pure and occurs as rain, snow and ice, forms rivers lakes and seas and is essential for J,
However, naturally occurring water picks up color and taste from substances iy
environment?. Water is the most essential requirement for all living beings apart from
and it is impossible to live without it. <

Water is used for domestic sanitation such as drinking, body metabolism, bathing, washig |
etc. In addition, water provides ecological sanitation benefits to the environment j

cleansing dirt, recycling waste products, soil erosions, redistributing mineral resources

through water flows, drainages, waterfalls etc. These balances eventually result in creatipg

balances in eco systems and assisting living species to survive their environment

distortions3. Water is a universal resource which, because of its free occurrence in nature

is often taken for granted and abused, especially in third world nations where informatin |
is neither readily accessible, nor disseminated to society. Abundant as it may seem, water

in its clean state, is one of the rarest elements in the world. Like all scarce resources which
have regulations guiding their exploitation, ownership, preservation, and sustenance, water, |
the world over, is protected by a body of laws, policies, and regulations in order to prevent
abuse.*

Nigeria can be described as a blessed country especially with water. The country is divided |
into 8 hydrological areas drained mainly by the River Niger and River Benue. Nigeria has |
rivers and Lakes in the North e.g Kaduna and Zamfara river, in the South we haw
Anambra, Ogun, Osun rivers to mention a few. Looking at the availability of all thest |
waters, I ask, "Is Nigeria a water Secure Country?" i

WHAT IS WATER SECURITY? ;
According to GWP's global strategy 2009-2013 "sustainable development will not be achieved |
without a water secure world. A water secure world integrates a concern for the intrinst -
value of water with a concern for its use for human survival and well-being."> i

g

! Mrs. Sarah Ochekpe Minister for Water Resources in Nigeria. Statement available at
http://www.thetidenewsonline.com/2012/10/08/attaining-water-and-food-security-in-nigeria/ :

? Microsoft® Encarta® 2009. © 1993-2008 Microsoft Corporation

2 http://www.martindale.com/natural-resources-law/article__240640.htm

* Longe E.O., Omole D.0., Adewumi LK. and Ogbiye AS.( 2010) WATER RESOURCES USE, ABUSE AND
REGULATIONS IN NIGERIA Journal of Sustainable Development in Africa. Clarion University of pennsylvan |
Clarion, Pennsylvania(Volume 12; No.2,) Also available at |
http://jsdafrica.com/Jsda/V12NoZ_SpringZOlO_B/PDF/Water%20Resources%20Use,%20Abuse,%20and%20Re

gulations%20in%20Nigeria%20%28Longe%29.pdf |
3 http://www.gwp.org/The-Challenge/What-is-water-security/ |
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Water security is the capacity of a population to ensure that they continue to have access to
potable wal§r. It can also be described as the level safety and security of water supply.
Water security also means addressing environmental protection and the negative effects of
poor management. In other words a water secure world is a world where every person has
enough safe, aﬁqrdable water to lead a clean, healthy and productive life. It is a world
where 90mmumhes are protected from floods, droughts, landslides, erosion and water-
borme dl_seases. A water secure world means ending fragmented responsibility for water and
integrating water resources management across all sectors — finance, planning, agriculture,
energy, tourism, industry, education and health. A water secure world reduces poverty,
advances education, and increases living standards. It is a world where there is an
improved quality of life for all, especially for the most vulnerable—usually women and

children—who benefit most from good water governance. A water secure world is a food
secure world.

WHAT IS FOOD SECURITY?

One of the eight objectives of the Millennium Development Goal as set up by the United
Nations is to " Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. It is however impossible for people to
have access to food without the availability of water. As a matter of fact, one third of the

Millennium Development Goals depend on water. If there is water security to a great extent,
then food security is achievable.

According to the World Food Summit of 1996, a nation can be described as food secure
when all people at all times have access to sufficient, safe, nutritous food to maintain a
healthy and active life. Furthermore, the UN Food and Agriculture organization(FAO)
defines, food security as the physical and economic access to food that meets people’s
dietary needs as well as their preferences.

Food security is built on 3 pillars which are food availability, food accessibility and food
use. These are further described as:

1. Food Availability: sufficient quantities of food available on a consistent basis
Food Access: having sufficient resources to obtain appropriate use based on knowledge
of basic nutrition diet

3. Food Use: appropriate use based on knowledge of basic nutrition and care, as well as
adequate water and sanitation.

Food security is a complex sustainable development issue as it is linked to health through
malnutrition and also linked to environment and trade. Arguments have risen with respect
to food security. some believe that there is enough food in the world to feed everyone
adequately but that the problem is distribution, others say that future food needs cannot be
met by current levels of production. What I believe is if priority is given to water, Nigeria is a
great country and it can produce sufficient food for its citizens. I believe that what we do
not have or cannot produce because of weather conditions, we can import. without water,
there is a limit to what the farmlands can produce and with too much water there is also a
limit to what the lands can yield. as a matter of fact too much water in the form of erosion
and flooding destroys food and as such causes food insecurity. to be food secured in
Nigeria, to attain or achieve the number one millennium development goal, Nigeria needs to
first be water secured. Water and food to a great extent go hand in hand.

FOOD AND WATER INTERWOVEN AND INSEPERABLE

Water has a multidimensional relationship with the right to food: it is a liquid and a
primary component of all foods. it is in fact necessary for the production and preparation of
food.

According to UNICEF Strategies in Water and Environmental Sanitation®, "human health and
wellbeing depends on a healthy environment including clean water, sanitary waste disposal

S Available at www.unicef.org/programme/wes/pubs/sp/spen.pdf
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he Water Resources Act [1993 nos 101] is an Act which is established to promote the
ptimum planning, development and use of the Nigeria's water resources and other
atters connected therewith. This law vests the right to use and control all surface
vaters and groundwater and of all water in any watercourse affecting more than one state
n the Federal Government, with provisions that any person may take water without charge

for his domestic or livestock watering purposes (in any watercourse to which the public has
free access).

The F?deral Ministry of Water Resources is responsible for overall management of the
nation’s wa@r resources. it has the duty of promoting the optimum planning, development
and use of Nigeria's water resources and ensuring the coordination of all activities that may
influence the quality, quantity, distribution, use and management of water resources. Also
the ministry ensures the application of appropriate standards and techniques for the
investigation, use, control, protection, management and administration of the nation'’s
water resources. The ministry also works with the Nigerian Water Resources Institute as
well as the Rivers Basins Authority as well as the private water sectors recently.

The National Water Resources Institute (NWRI) Act!?, empowers the Institute to perform
engineering research function related to such major water resources projects as may be
required for flood control, river regulation, reclamation, drainage, irrigation, domestic and
industrial water supply, sewage and sewage treatment. The institute is further charged with
the performance of other functions related to planning of water resources management and
river basin development. The River Basins Development authority Act establishes and
regulates all river basin authorities in Nigeria. The functions of these Authorities include
agriculture, irrigation, fisheries, forestry and veterinary institute. The Act also establishes
the 12 river basin authorities some of which are Anambra- Imo River Basin Authority,
Benin-Owena River Basin Authority, Chad Basin Authority.!!

The state governments through the enactments of water edicts and byelaws are responsible
for potable water supply through the state water agencies which handle water use and
management to serve individual sectors of the economy.

The local governments are in charge of provision of rural water supplies and sanitation
facilities and the universally accepted principle is that all persons in that community have a
right to use water passing through that particular community but that the quality of water
must be preserved.

PROBLEMS OF WATER AND FOOD SECURITY

It is established that water and food are not only interlinked, they are also interwoven.
What affects one negatively affects the other just as much. This would be addressed under
2 sub topics which are domestic and national.

Domestic Problems
Water is used domestically on a daily basis. No home can survive without access to water

neither can any home be healthy without sufficient clean water. There are 2 major problems
associated with the domestic use of water which are pollution and wastage. More often than
not, clean water is used to bath, brush cook and flush. The usage of water for these chores
or activities is usually done without recourse to its management. Another problem to water
security is pollution. Domestic wastes from homes, especially in rural areas and urban
slums, where in most cases in Nigeria, the small rivers close to people's homes are polluted
by dumping wastes in them and excreting in them. This does not only leave the water
stagnant which can cause malaria and all forms of water borne diseases, it also leaves the

* Cap 284 LFN 1990. Section 2
141 e others include: Cross-River River Basin Authority, Hadeija-Jamaare River Basin Authority, Lower Benue

River Basin Authority, Upper Benue, Upper Niger River Basin Authority, Lower Niger River Basin Authority,
Niger-Delta River Basin Authority, Ogun-Osun River Basin Authority, Sokoto-Rima River Basin Authority
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ed and such environment is unhealthy. Inaccessibility and insuﬂ‘j(-[ean{
{

i Hut y
fvl(:tsro needed for daily use is also a fundamental issue faced by people €specialiy W

and children who are the most affected.

al Problems
Ilj:::]o!;ecumy in Nigeria is usually threatened by ﬂood{ng and drought. Fl%ding :
situation that comes about when land that is usually dry is covered with water 25 a h
of a river overflowing or as a result of heavy rainfall. Flood includes dam breajs
usually are believed to be "acts of God". This type of problem wrecks great havoe not g
food production by destruction of farmlands, drowning of cattle and poultry it alsg clay
lives and properties running into millions of naira. Government and people living 4
riverbanks rarely take precautionary measures to mitigate the impact of the flooding rag
prefer reactionary methods as presently experienced in the recent massive flooding in
parts of the country. However, man also has a role he plays in contribution to flooding 7
more waste product dumped into our rivers and streams does not only prepare for flogds

encourages it. Also when rivers are not dredged it can help promote flooding.

OTHER PROBLEMS

There exists an uncoordinated outlook to water law management in the country. Under 4
present existing laws, different water agencies at the three levels of government purs,
different goals and agenda leading to fragmentation of water resources developmsy

strategies.
The regulatory and monitoring of water law implementation are weak and poorly

enforceable.
These laws are mostly rule-oriented instead of management-oriented thus negating ihe
implementation of policies that will engender national integration and sustainable
development. The major reason for this is due to the absence of an Integrated Water
Resources Management (IWRM) thus different water stakeholders pursue different goals.

The absence of a well defined Public - Private Partnership, backed by enabling laws which
encourages interested private water sector investors and interested communities as
stakeholders to actively become involved in water supply and management to all and

sundry thus bridging the water gap and future food challenges.

Several millions of Nigerians rely exclusively on surface water sources to meet their

domestic needs.

Pollution discharge into these surface water by individuals and industries go on
unmitigated, unregulated, and unpunished. The involvement of the scientific community i
the regular calibration and monitoring of surface water quality as a tool for managing the
surface and groundwater resources, among other things, would be an advantageous tool for
curbing the pollution menace. Pollution is a bane for high water quality in Nigeria especially
our waterways like streams, rivers, creeks and lagoons. The amount of waste and sewage
deposited on a daily basis into our waterways through industrial and domestic activities s
alarming and has caused water quality deterioration. These activities destroy aquatic life

and reduce the suitability of other water usage like irrigation.

Other issues that affect water security negatively includes drought, shortage of experienced
¢ awareness on water and food conservation methods

and qualified personnel, poor publi
and effects and environmental degradation for example erosion, deforestation.

SOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
There are 37 water corporation boards, 12 river basin authorities with several other water

fhgencies. Ther.e is a need for collaboration in land and water resources management, with
re amplified involvement of farmers in other to achieve food security. There is need for a
Proper synergy between the federal and state ministries of water resources and agriculture

to boost the country's food security.
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so with all the water laws, rules and regulations in Nigeria, none is clearly known to
courage private sector participation. To enhance water security and food security. there is
e need to promote private water sector.

e Ministry of Water Resources needs to harness the potential of the country irrigation
cilities since they play a vital role in most irrigation schemes and water provisions.

ere is the need for combined water security outfit in Nigeria that can be identified with
disaster management so that disasters like floods, erosion and droughts can be properly

A revisit of our water laws is also recommended. Some of these laws were made several
years ago under the military government and, therefore, need to be reviewed to reflect
current conditions under which they should be applied. There are several new international
laws, conventions, treaties which makes the provision and availability of water a basic
human right to all mankind. These international conventions should be domesticated into
the gamut of Nigeria water laws.

Promoting water security in Nigeria is promoting food security, as water security is a
necessity for food availability.
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