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CHAPTER 13

URBAN DEVELOPEprT.
The Perspectives of Urban
Geographers

N. A. Malik, O. Y. Yahaya, E E Adeniyi and A. D. Azee;

Introduction

he world's Population was estimated to be 7.4 billion
based on mid-2015 Population figure out of wi 4 per
cent live in urban areas (Population Reference Bureay,

2016). Recent projections indicate that by the middle of this
century, about 66 per cent of the world's total population will be
residing in cities, and that majority of the increase in population
in the next three decades will occur in low and middle income
countries (Peters, 2000, p-2; UNFPA, 2007; UN-HABITAT. 2016}
For instance, the average annual rate of change of the urban
Population between 1995 and 2015 for the high-income, middle-
income and low-income countries was .88 per cent, 2.63 per cent
and 3 68 per cent respectively. With this, urban growth mt.c.-\ have
been much faster in the middle and low-income countries than
the high-income countries. However, continents like Europe —
the Americas have to a great extent regulated their population
Browth and economy, whereas most countries of A A'H.'(E
and Latin America have not been able to d'-‘h‘ll'dllt_t‘l_‘." ki
the unstable state of living environment of their ciizens (UN-
HABITAT, 2003).

. the most urbanized
Globally, Africa is generally assessed as the ]n'u.:;‘l = ‘._-rim-:.
continent witt, increasing high rate of glum development,
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= distinguish urban and rural populations
the other countres, 51 ;‘1' .thh 3 locales 39 rely on functional
s gize OF gensity b . e Saa B
based on th; <sch as the mAin eCONOMIC activity of an area,
i]:arauenihé.‘ o iom of *urban,” and eight countries define all
P = 11: f :v:ﬂxaﬂn]:']ﬂ or none (several countries in Polynesia)
(Singapore, for exampre) °F -~ )
of their populations as living In urban areas (UN, 2000).

cpctors:
in non-a SEL
as ]:'.n'n:'d o
rosence of ed 1
mughly. ]1alE. of tLli
(UN) mm.pﬂes e S
e dara NS = SUV 1
:'.u?::;l:._::it:w - to designate }‘Wlp]t

ads,

e
ata on U

According to Aluko (2010) urban refers toan agglomelre_tt.inn
of people that are nrga.rLl?Ed around nnn—agncu]h.llral a‘:tr"'a't“"s'
It may also be areas that contain a settled population which are
not directly involved in primary production of food and other
materials. This implies that urban areas are characterized by
secondary, tertiary and quaternary services. The indices for
measuring urban area include: population size, population
density, administrative or political boundaries or economic
function (Cohen, 2003). For example, population size was
used tli define an urban centre ranging from 30,000 people in
iim}fﬁ;fffeﬂ ?tafﬁ; 20,000 and above in Nigeria. Some
2000 and zboye E’r ower figures such as France which uses

- Uemaocratic Republic of the Congo (formerly
2000 residents or more as urban

Zal.re';.imiude all areas with
while in Canada it is 1000 angd above (UN, 2000 and Aluko, 2010)

o ely small settlements. This
Population to simply declare try of small or relatively rural
regardless of the size or _“NE Or more settlement as urban,
locales with as few ag 1
Laquinta, 2002),
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ared where t}lf.‘rl: are 1..-alr1i:twc. of opportunities ree; fles
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Cuuntriﬂﬁ Sf_'lrl'lli_‘ii.n‘uﬂ’-‘ ":h"‘n.ﬂ.'-: their definitions of urban
p]ﬂt‘eﬁ over time, which fil?l" Iﬂ}d KES precise measurement of urban
opulations problematic. C hina is a notable example. Since the
1980s, China’s urban population figures have been distorted by
the establishment of hundreds of new cities and thousands of new
urban towns with extensive boundaries. Such reclassification
of rural places as urban implausibly raised the official level of
urbanization in Fuijan Province, for instance, from 21 per cent
in 1982 to 57 per cent in 1990 and to 84 per cent in 1995. For
a more realistic picture of the urban population, China's '5‘..‘1’..*.
Statistical Bureau applied a second, more limited definition of
urban to 1990 census data. Under this definition, Fuijan Province
was 21 per cent urban in 1990, as it was m.l‘E'S:'_' .‘: et t]_'n: practice
of urban redefinition continues in provincial China, challenging
demographers and statisticians to track u:’L\i:l‘;"pt‘[:uul a :n;:‘. i'?hjn;.‘,t.:[
across time, The United States has also modified its definitic :—U.
urban over time. The earliest classification, published :]"-_LI:L
was based on incorporated places (cities, f[!“:.'tf';}‘i“]‘;":z:é:i‘ t"U
villages) of 8,000 or more residents. 1 his pi [fj =00 in 1906.
4,000 in 1880 and to the present minmmuim ‘-1::.11[ I;~.~ Hoatir
In 1970, unincorporated places and svtt"c_'mtr! : t w'-p.m{ed. cities
people in “urbanized zones” on the ITnges i ulation. This
were officially included as part ﬂr; the mlti'ﬂ':l E.L:gu llrl1 £5SeTICe,
definition waé applied to the 1990 Census |_1 TN, 2000)
o the dftentprspecives o ean 81
universally agreed standard in the classifica
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¢ to Mabogunje (1985), urbanization is a “process
multi-functional settlement of
etal (2010) sees it as the process
eand numbers of urban centres
like most other developing nations is 5
] rural area and the “pull” of
fusay (2011) sees it as the rapid
on of region including increase
wman activities at a given period
¥ Into surrounding agricultural
Ve growth of, and migration to
m Sy gr:nu'th result from natural
=2 2.: ;fll-t:;-LJ;;g:pﬁfman!d of ..LE.:I‘}."-.!TI
i ' physical, horizontal

surrounding agricultural land

D-:E:-:F work simply refers to the
<o of people in cities such
e s, the land area occupied
ET level of u:-:::r: ‘]Er Rt the city
* complexity ic, social
s b ) (economic, social,
1 of yp

o, TDAnizag.
1 ihere shll r.g_‘lbshas '?Ul'lﬁnuf:‘d all over the
g s Vanability in urban
=y tries, Uy v in urbar
= ;de?‘TM o m_orba" Population change
and (2) &‘f'l'ilte-nf Measures: (1) the level
growth. The level of
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yrbanizabion represents the hare of

that lives in urban areas 1 i 5
commonly used to compare ¢, intr ..I o :
other. The rate of urban growth ind
added to an urban populatio, v
dlﬂ'l’”l‘rh.
As for the first measure of (.01

world’s urbanization leve] in, ' I,
20" century. After 1950, the first v. i
urban data for all countries, the percans.

er cent of world population to _::* ealioeas 3
year 2000. The urban share is ;
2025. The population of the m i

55 per cent urbanized in 1950, rea
is expected to be 82 per cent in 202
urbanization in the less developed count
in 1950, but it neared 40 per cent in 2000, a
54 per cent in 2025. The less developed wor
quickly now as was the United States and othe
countries during the first half of the 2
In addition, increases in urbanization will be a
attributable to sub-Saharan Africa and Asia
quarter century. Urbanization is projected t
Per cent to 49 per cent in sub-Saharan 7
largest share of rising urbanization in Su
HABITAT, 2005b; UNDP, 2002).

The rate of urban grmuth being the second .:1-_;_.1.5-_”;1
commonly used to describe urban population change has been
much faster in some regions than others. For exampi€ '-m
highESt growth rate between 1995 and 201> was L!u-.ar'.jv in "L
femat developed parts of the world with Africa being the most
Tapidly urbanizing. The urban grow thr

most 11 times more rapid than the grow
0.31 per cent (UN, 2014b). It has been projecte
urban population of developing countres wi ._l w5
areéa covered by cites would triple (Angel t't_-il--- e '-t tor alarge
urban growth in less developed countries will 1“‘31 & N
majnrit}' gewarld populatinn grm-'th e mmf}:; :ntt]w world

). On the other part, the most developed regions

ate of Africa (2 :
th rate in Europe with

ted that by 2030, the
double, while the
Similarly,
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Urban Growth Model

Geographers have coniributed greatly to the nrganiitiur- ufﬁpaﬁc
in the urban environment. The Burgess concentric zone fieory was the
first 1o give the explanation of distribution of social gmups.wnhm urba.n
areas. This concentric ring model depicts urban land use in concentric
rings. However, the Central Business District (or CBD) was in the
middle of the model, and the city expanded in rings with different land
uses. Despite various criticisms generated, this theory has been used by
scholars in various urban studies. For instance, Malik (2013) adopted
this theory and relate the transition zone to the slum areas in Lagos
metropolis where urban renewal (through slum upgrading) was used
o provide facilities to improve the living conditions of slum dwellers,

~ The Hoyt sector model theorized that cities would tend to grow
mn wedge-shaped pattemns, or seclors, emanating from the CBD and
centered on major transportation routes. Therefore, higher levels of
:';:::; ;“ﬂminﬂf l‘-ﬂmhlgchcrlaud values. Thus, many commercial functions
e n the CBD, b mauufacmﬁng activity would develop in

surounding transport routes, Residenia] land use patterns also

would ' 10w
e W_dge-shapgd Patterns with a sector of lower-income

noise and polygis . M20UCturing/ warehousing sector (traffic,
making the_se less desirable locations to live) and
industralsigeg “income households Jocated away from

i -0p o ;
F‘t”'hﬁ, different payqn, . POl requirements of certain
Or S0me kinds of gor EoY N8 abilitias. and the tendency

Center of phe: MOMic actjy;
Whulzs[;l:;:r Mode] is the CBD?’:E;&J:D F'uatﬂl' together, At the
oated along transpory light Mmanufacturing and

foutes, Heavy industry was
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thought to locate near the oyter edge of city, perhs

b}' |wa:r—il'lf..'.uml‘ hﬂl!!—ii_‘hn]dﬁl and "UI'-“EE'L;.;I- n-; I:-(L_‘IF‘ surrounded
smaller service centres would occupy the Ll'h:m MmMmuters and
examples, rapidly-growing, newer, fm-ndf:-]'r} -_'it'F:fn]Ph?rF' gty
area cities like Houston and Los ""”lﬁft'h?fg_ les, dT{u_‘:‘-|dnd-

The CONCentric zone theory, the sector theory, and the
multiple nuclei theory was also used by Mabogunie to explain t
internal cht.ure ,“f‘:itjff‘ which focuses on the :ﬁuttg-.—i—. E.r urbd:
land usesin Nigeria and. the problems associated with them, [n the
literature, the concentric zone and sector theories are described
as monocentric because they assume that cities have only one
activity centre, the central business district. The multiple i
theory is described as a polycentric theory, because it assumes
that cities have multiple activity centres. Although these theories
propose different locational arrangements of different land uses
(commercial, residential, industrial), the forces that produce these
arrangements are essentially the same-accessibility ,,-n._i. land
values. However, he notes that "there are, of course, other factors
such as ownership, zoning regulations and taxation as -.rell_ as
non-econornic considerations of sentiment and satistaction
which enter into the matter" (Mabogunje, 1968, p.204).

Geographers Contribution to Urban Development

Sl imes have contributed
1 Geographers of "am}ui v;].;;mr‘:;nt especially to urban
immensely to the geography of develop ;on Ladipo Mabogunije
devﬂlopment. Professor Professor Akm]a:{: Ry
: : - anhers :
SR = as one of 1 e ngngp]' o whose launching
in Africa, and, indeed in the world at large i
Pad was urban geography. BlabomNE PLI'-l'];J.m Geography
Cities and some theoretical ur_-lderplnﬁ;:rb' j,-‘l?rucan urbanization
and Urbanization in Nigeria consic oduced cities in
e c':f;:“z:’th of the sfme Prmessﬁbtnhua: :E:;faj:uf cities in
Other parts of the world. His concerm 2 tal problems, housing
fegional development, urban S L Ft-lratlve capacity of
and housing finance, and the weak admmtsr For this reason,
Municipal gﬂ"’ermnénts still persists mdarf,;enttﬂbe discussed
8eographers’ contribution to urban develop

i work.
re will focus mainly on some of his wor
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o oeographical contribution to Lll'l'ld..ﬂ L'll.‘\'ﬂll.mp].nl.,]“
Another geograf (2013) in their SlLId}' of the

is - hava & Ishiak (2 tudy of
is the work of Yahay : : . e
o effective urban land use planning in Nigeria. They

advocate the adoption of structure p]-i.l'l i""-‘t'ﬁ_id of master plan
in order to remedy the problems associated with urb:u‘tl growth.
Structure planning is considered a more appropriate *“_“[
dynamic planning tool for developing countries }IkL‘ ng1:~rm.
According to Dowall et al. (1997), structure planning provides
a broad framework for local decision-making and it involves
public participation. It sets out a framework for the development
of a community. It also entails projection of future demands
and needs of the community such as housing, infrastructure,
employment, transport, local market etc. and also environmental
aspects like waste management. As for master plan, the long-
E::*_rm planning is a disadvantage in rapidly growing cities of
NIgET1A,

constrant t

Conclusion

The way cit :
R bein“;?e cities are shaped, their form and functionality
Many of these c'-i-'l:;ht'Em e geographers over the years.

} nges have been for the better, but others for

the wors The
B d Causes of :
different contexts, yt ,, these changes may vary according to

and institutions ag yel| neontrolled growth, lack of regulations
: bej’und aa;f{gms of collective indolence are often
odel of urbanization that is becoming

ghly Unsustaingh]
: €. Howe TR
o Poverty to Pollution, vt:éwm]e Cities face major problems,

;E}Dnﬁc Browth and a4, ¥ are also the power house of
Eeo E m&n}rdisdplhﬂ mus:yst for inclusion and innovation.
Braphers were not left gy Ve contributed to urban studies

and h&d contributed immenseljr' at
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enhancing the contribution of ,
and at ensuring that citiee

gustainable.
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