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Abstract

Higher education is central to economic and political development
and vital to competitiveness bt an increasing globalizing society.
Quality assurance in Colleges of Education is at the heart of effort to
produce highly skilled and informed reacher that is in line i
philosophy and national vbjective of teacher cducation in Nigeria.
This paper exannes the current quality assurance prociices in tie
Colleges of Education as it affects teacher production. In recognition
of the importance qualily assurance plays in the production of rea }
special artention was pad to adequacy of resources such as liurnan,
financial and physical. The study adopted a survey research type. An
inserument titled “Assessment of the Adequacy of Educational Resources
in Colleges of Education Questionnaire” (AAERCEQ) was used to collec
data for the study. The coefficient of reliability of the instrument was
found to be .60.Stratified sampling technique was used to select ten
academic departments in each of the Colleges of Education selecred.
The study found that educational resources were short in supply both
i private and public Colleges of Education. It was on this premise
that recommendations were made on the need for stakeholders to
collaborate with colleges in the provision of educational resources.
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Introduction
Today, more than ever before, education is recognized as a means by
which human resources of nations are developed for cultural, €CoOnemMmic,
political and social development. Education produces the scientists who -
do basic research and generate new things. Education produces scientist -
who adopt and appropriate rechnologies; education produces the
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diplomats, the envoys and the ministers who represent nations at
international fora. Business at such fora, definitely are governed by certain
laws, rules, regulations, conventions and etiquettes which all participants
acquired through education. Above all, education produces teachers and
educational managers who contribute to quality human resource
development at all levels. Therefore, for education to fulfil these
fundamental roles there is need for quality assurance measures at difierent
stages of education. Without effective quality assurance measures in thie
system of education, the expected end result of educational programmes
will not materialize. These are some of the factors that motivated the
researchers to carry out this study.

Quality Assurance :

Quality assurance refers to planned and systematic production process
that provides confidence in product stability for its intended purpose. Itis
a set of activities intended to ensure that product satisfy customer's
requirement in a systematic reliable fashion. Quality assurance is based
on two principles, that is, the principle of free for purpose, this means
that the product should be suitable for the intended purpose, and the
principle of right first time; meaning mistake should be eliminated in the
production process. It also includes the regulation of the quality of raw
materials assembly for the intended users, products, components and
services related to the production and management, production and
inspection processes. It is important to realise that quality is determined
by the intended users, clients or customers. Adeogun and Osifila (2007)
defined quality assurance in the school system as are all activities that are
conducted in order to achieve or maintain a certain quality level in every
participant. It is an avoidance of defect in the education process. Cole
(1996) opines that quality assurance in any educational institution
indicates that students’ learning is well supported with adequate resources
and that those actively involved both in school administration and teaching
have clear job. :

The term ‘quality assurance’ refers to “systematic, structured and
continuous attention to quality in terms of quality maintenance and
improvement” (Vroeijenstijn, 1995). As cited in Watty (2003), a further
review of the literature on quality assurance reveals two schools of thought:
The first attaches quality to a context and as a consequence quality becomes
meaningful For example, references to the quality of assessment, student
intake, academic programmes, teaching and learning, the student
experience and programme designs are not uncommon. Any attempt to
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define or attach meaning to the term is largely ignored and one is left to
assume that it is ‘high quality that is being referred to as opposed to'good’
or ‘poor’ quality. A second way of thinking about quality relates to a
stakeholder-specific meaning. Here quality is considered, having regard
to a variety of stakeholders with an interest in higher education, each
having the potential to think about quality in different ways. In particular,
the early works of Vroeijenstiin (1992), Middlehurst (1992) and Harvey
and Green (1993) highlight the importance and value of considering
quality from a variety of stakeholder perspectives. Harvey and Green
(1993) identify five categories or ways of thinking about quality. As cited
in Watty (2003), key aspects of each of these categories can be summarised
as follows:

i. Exception: distinctive, embodies in excellence, passing a minimum
set of standards.

i Perfection: zero defects, getting things right the first time (focus on
process as opposed to inputs and outputs).

ii. Fitness for purpose: relates quality to @ purpose, defined by the
provider.

iv.  Value for money: a focus on efficiency and effecfiveness, measuring
outputs against inputs. A populist notion of quality (government).

v Transformation: a qualitative change; education is about doing
something to the student as opposed to something for the consumer.
Includes concepts of enhancing and empowering: democratisation
of the process, not just outcomes.Watty (2003) suggests that the
dimension of quality as perfection can be removed, since fitness for
purpose and transformation seem to be the two most appropriate
definitions of quality, according to small-scale research with a sample
of senior managers in higher education institutions.

Quality assurance is a planned and systematic review process of an
institution or program to determine whether or not acceptable standards
of education, scholarship, and infrastructure are being met, maintained
and enhanced. A tertiary institution is only as good as the quality of its
teaching staff—they are the heart of the institution who produce its
graduates, its research products, and its service to the institution,
community, and nation (World Bank, 2007). This is why quality assurance
is seen by Babalola (2004) as the proactive means of ensuring quality of
inputs, teaching-learning process, academic achievement of pupils and
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{ii. course contenti.e total number and nature of subjects/topics, relative
weighting of subjects etc

jv. practicum during programme

v, quality of teacher trainers

vi. standard of instructional infrasrmeture and facilities
vii. the school environment from holistic perspective

viii. actual delivery strategies, time tabling, extent om._&m Q:mucm actually
covered, teaching methodologies and application of relevant
instructional aids.

ix. quality and quantity of co-curricular activities to students teachers

xi. examinationi.e quality of exatnination items, examination supervision,
moderation of results, grading system etc

xii. internship prior to uno?m%o:& registration licensing

He further noted that quality assurance entails handling these and o&mm
various elements of teacher education in such a way .:._mﬂ 9_“... moam. o
teacher education as enumerated .w: the National Policy on Education
ffectively accomplishe

Boo‘www wﬂm&oﬁd Mm Hmmn_._%, production in z.wwmdm is m.un_,_omma mmqw mwn.
value-objectives of teacher education as enumerated in the Nation : nm icy
on Education (2004).The goals, among others, are at n.:.. end of an
appropriate reacher education programme, teacher should:

i. behighly motivated, conscientious and efficient in the classroom;
ii. possess the spirit of enquiry and creativity;

jii. fit into the social life of the community and the society at large and
be committed to Eﬁ.@nm_ goals;

iv. acquire the intellectual and professional gnrm.ﬂosu.a w%n:mﬂm for
their assignment and be adaptable to the changing situations;

v. be committed to the.teaching profession.
Translated into the mmﬂnmvmon of teacher producing centres, these national

objectives could be reduced to three major thrust to be achieved in the
making of effective teachers. (UNESCO, 1998). These are:

i. the possession of a body of knowledge and understanding;
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iii. the possession of a professional skill and techniques;

iii. the possession of certain positive personal qualities;

These three attributes are interrelated.

Ensuring quality in the production of teachers involves three stages.
The first stage is to ensure that high quality’ applicants are selected for
the production process. These applicants are the students who enrolled
in the teacher education programme. They constitute the most important

- inputs in the production of teachers and they must be of high quality. In

other words, high standard must be set by the teacher training institutions
for the admission of students and this must be in form of high entry
requirement into teacher education programme. This is based on the fact
that the quality of inputs will determine the quality of outputs.

The second stage involves the processing or transformation stage:
This stage involves imparting the values and norms of the teaching into
the would-be teachers. This involves professional teacher preparation,
general education and content preparation. This programme must be
carried out with high quality personnel, equipment and facilities to ensure
that teachers of high quality are produced.

The third stage which is the last stage in teacher production has to
do with internalising of the would-be teachers to the teaching profession

by undergoing a period of internship to prepare them for the real business
of teaching.

Statement of the problem

Colleges of education are very strategic to the education industry as they
provide the middle level manpower needed to drive the sector. In order
to ensure the quality of the manpower produced, the resources needed
“for the survival of the system must be available in the right quantity and
‘quality. This study will beam its search light on the level of availability of
‘educational resources in these institutions. This is to examine the extent

‘to which resources are available in the colleges for the teacher education
programme.

-Purpose of the Study
This study was designed to examine the adequacy of educational resources
for quality teacher production in colleges of education. It was also designed

_to examine the level of adequacy of educational resources in both private
“and public colleges in the state. .

e .
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Variables N | Mean Standard Deviation | Level of Adequacy
1 Staffing 22 249 0.94 Low
‘ wﬁmﬁmﬂmw B 22 1.90 0.85 Low
3 Teaching Facilities 22 1.98 0.76 Low
. 4 Teaching Equipmerit 22 1.98 0.69 Low
5 Micto-teaching Laboratory| 22 1.63 0.77 Low
6 Library Services 22 1.95 - 032 Low
7 Funding 22 1.39 0.91 Low

In Table 2, public or government owned colleges of macmmao: in Kwara
State were described with regard to adequacy of educational resources.
It was shown in the Table that all the resources were found to be low;
that is low level of adequacy. The mean scores for m.ﬁmm.m:m (2.49) were
the highest scores in the Table. This means that mﬁoﬂ@ is given or placed
on provision of staff (academic and :ob.mommmaﬁ w:m.:.ﬁm effort was
given to staff development programine, teaching .mwn:_:mmv teaching
equipment, micro-teaching, library services and funding.

RQ 3: What is the level of educational resources in the private colleges

of education? ) .
Table 3: Adequacy of Educational Resources in Private Colleges of

Education

g Variables N Mean moﬂmwmwa: _‘wﬂ,\mﬂ:ﬂng
1 Staffing 21 241 | 098 - Low

2 Staff Development Programme 21 ?ﬂwm 0.99 Low

3 Teaching Facilities 21 m.»ow 0.70 Low

4 Teaching Equipment 21 A.Ao‘. 0.99 Low

5 Micro-teaching Laboratory 21 1.86. | 0.87 Low

6 Library Services 21 1.94 0.87 Low
F Funding 24 | 1.38 | 0.88 Low

i in private
Table 3 shows the level of adequacy of educational resources 1n priv;
colleges of education in Kwara State. The Table revealed that the levels
of adequacy of resources were low as regard staffing, staft .Qm<m5@5wbﬁ
programine, teaching facilities, teaching’ equipment, micro-teaching

Qyeniran, Saheed, Ojo, O. James & Ottan, Jamiu O. 11

laboratory, library services and funding. The Table also showed that staffing
and teaching facilities were given more attention as the mean scores were
2.41 and 2.40 respectively.

RQ 4: What is the level of adequacy of educational resources in each of
the colleges of education?

Table 4: Adequacy of Educational Resources in Kwara State College Of
Education, llorin

S/N| Variables ; N | Mean | StandardDeviation | LevelofAdequa
1 | Staffing 12 | 2.64 0.93 Average

2 | Staff Development Programme | 12 | 1.94 0.78 Low

3 | Teaching Facilities |12 ] e 0.89 Low

4 | Teaching Equipment ©o|12 | 1.38 0.66 Low

5 | Micro Teaching Laboratory 12 | 1.67 0.82 Low

6 | Library Services 12 | 2.46 0.83 Low

The level of adequacy of educational resources in Muhyideen College of
Education is presented in Table 6. All the resources were found to be low
except the teaching facilities (2.58) which were found on average level
of adequacy but there was improved effort for the provision of staff,

teaching equipment and library services as the mean scores were 2.24,
2.13 and 2.15 respectively.

Table 7: Adequacy of Educational Resources in Ilemona College of
Education, Kwara State

S/N | Variables i N | Mean | Standard Deviation | Levelof Adequa
1 | Staffing . 12 | 224 | 1.11 Low
2 Staff Development mmooaaam 12 | 153 | 1.15 Low
3 Teaching Facilities  © i2 | 258 | 0.7 Low
4 Teaching Equipment * 12 | 213 | 1.15 Low
5 Micro-Teaching Laboratory 12 | 1.88 | 1.00 Low
6 | Library Services - 12| 215 | 095 Low
7 Funding 1 12 | 1.57 | 0.85 . Low
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