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XLIX

OO AS THE ARCHETYPE OF OOO

— O A

AbdulRasheed A. Adeoye

No flux nor mathematics, no tinkering nor illogicality: Olufemi Obafemi (OO}
remains the archetype of Object-Oriented Ontology (O0Q). As I proceed to write
this brief tribute on Olufemi Obafemi, it is important for me to unbundle my
seemingly unusual title and contextualise its main essence. The ideology of OO0
hasits roots in the sensibility of philosophy of being which is rooted in the branch of
philosophy called speculative realism and this can be extended to human, material,
immaterial, durable, real, sensual, aesthetics and world of objects (Harman, 2015,
p. 403). The quintessential OO has romanced man as an unpredictable object with
sprawling tentacles in the last 45 years. His romance is also served in the universe
which the university offers.

My deep seated confidence in OO is an awareness of his relevance in the past,
present and in the future. The investment of OO in OOO is also a lesson that will
necessarily make me to illuminate more on the castle of logicality that housed
- Object-Oriented Ontology. Bogost (2012, p. 66) has explained and expanded on the
critical relevance of Object-Oriented Ontology (OOO) as it concerns the essence of
living and reliving - the philosophy of being:

OOO puts things at the centre of being. We human are elements, but

not the sole elements of philosophical interest. OOO contends that

nothing has special status, but that everything exists equally -

plumbers, cotton, bonobos, DVD players, and sandstone, for

example. In contemporary thought, things are usually taken either

as the aggregation of ever-smaller bits (scientific naturalism) or as

construction of human behavioural society (social relativism).

OO0QO steers a path between the two, drawing attention to things at

all scales (from atoms to alpacas, bits to blinis) and pondering their

nature and relations with one another as much as with ourselves.
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Tributes

Linking Olufemi Obafemi (OO) with Graham Harman and Jan Bogost in Object-
Oriented Ontology (OOO) is very easy because all that Olufemi Obafemi lives and
works for can easily be placed in the forte of Object-Oriented Ontology. I have a
very briefassignment to engage and stimulate all of us on this.

From Humanism to the fiery dialectics of Posthumanism and from African cultural
renaissance to the building of main themes and tendencies of Marxism, 0O has
inscribed the philosophy of being in all his plays. Even when he tries to escape the
label of Marxism, the revolutionary and the unending struggles for the liberation of
the oppressed sold him out! Thus, from the sub-texts to the expanse of the texts of
his plays, corruption is fought to a standstill, war is condemned and derobed, social
disequilibrium and inequality are twins of evils which are often replaced with
egalitarianism, equity and social change. Sacredness has no place in OO's
Scapegoats and Sacredcows, mandate of peace in the history of reliving becomes a
manifesto of being in Ogidi Mandate while unexpected happenings, daily worries of
life, dangerous, inhuman and sadistic as they were, cannot escape his prodigious
and creative pen in Dark Times Are Over?. The beasts, quite unfortunately are
hovering around us both days and nights and 0O's musé in Nights of a Mystical
Beast bellies this malady while our “overnight directors and thieving ministers”
have no place to hide in his Suicide Syndrome. Indeed, the main thrust of his plays
remains man's place in, and out of philosophy of being. OO is a realist who preaches
equality and places man as an object whose doing or undoing remains tied to his
interest — a fortune or misfortune in the decision he makes. OO's prose and poetry
also share in the enticing but realistic archetype of man in, and out of philosophy of
being which carries the DNA of rebirth, rejuvenation and reliving.

Olufemi Obafemi's profile provided us with positive, prosperous and progressive
ideals that cut across professional excellence and professorial finesse. OO retains
the culture of uncommon creativity, discipline and strictness noted with the second
generation of Nigerian professors and playwrights that he is part of, yet, his artistry
constantly retools our damaged social process by reinventing and fighting for our
lost morality. This places him among the celebrated nation builders, philosophers,
statesmen and leaders that we cannot ignore.

Surely, OO has globalised our local cultures, ethics and mores. His name and art,
scholarship and ideological consistency have been nationalised for sustainable
development. I drank — with grace and glamour, determinedly as well, from the pen
of the man — OO who has recontextualised the philosophy of being and of living in

the castle of OO0, I learnt, with a deep sense of pride; the dymanmics and mechanics
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administrative acumen, academic wizardry, dialectics and artful relationship to
OOO will continue to be evergreen. Omo Ajon, the cerebral scholar of the left, your
retirement is only for a season: you will come back with renewed energy and vigour
to continue with a life-long journey that cannot die.
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About the Book

This collection of forty-eight essays, sixty-six tributes, five interviews and two reviews in this aptly
titled Larger than his Frame I11: Further Critical Studies and Reflections on Olu Obafemi are in honour
of one of the most celebrated and most accomplished writers and administrators in Nigeria today.
The contributions paint an image of the man that radiates more than the blossoming flowers. In all
the contributions, the brilliance of Olu Obafemi's work, his generous nature, and administrative
acumen are highly praised and admired. In all, they “reflect Obafemi as a student of life and reveal
his scorecard in this instructional space called life”. Also included in this publication is the
Acceptance Speech by Prof. Olu Obafemi on his conferment with the award of Nigerian National
Order of Merit.

Professor Olufemi Obafemi was born on 4 April 1950 in Akutupa-Bunu, Kogi State of Nigeria. With
the best A Level result in Northern Nigeria in 1971, he attended Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, and
graduated BA summa cum laude in English. He later obtained an MA degree in English Literature at
the University of Sheffield, England, and a PhD at the University of Leeds on Contemporary Nigerian
Theatre: Social Vision and Cultural Heritage. Obafemi has held many academic and administrative
roles in several higher institutions in Nigeria, including the University of Ilorin and the National
Institute of Policy and Strategic Studies (NIPSS), Kuru. Obafemi has written several plays,
collections of poetry and many academic essays and books. This volume celebrates his life's work. It's
asequel to Larger than his Frame: Critical Studies and Reflections on Olu Obafemi (2000).
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of the University of Lagos, Nigeria, and a former Director of CBAAC. His other publications include
Larger than his Frame: Critical Studies and Reflections on Olu Obafemi (2000), Technical Theatre
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Vice-President of the Nigerian Academy of Letters.

Sunday Enessi Ododo, fsonta, FNAL is Professor of Performance Aesthetics, ‘Theatre Technology
and the pioneering Head of Department of Theatre Arts, University of Maiduguri, Maiduguri,
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