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Chapter Thirty-Five

HISTORY OF EDUCATION AND NAT
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE Tolggg;‘T[;EVELOPMENT
TECHNICAL EDUCATION ONAL AND

Abubakar Saidu & Noah Bisj Oyedeji

[ntroducﬁon _ .
The study of History of Education as an academic discipli

This is because it basically teaches the knowledge of the pasts which

olve the current 1ssues 1n education; issues that are crucial to ich coul
Buftressing this assertion, Osokoya, (1996) opined that the k:now]¢:£l atlm}a
Philosephers apq educatlona} reformers will in no small measureg;ecl) s,
«jucational policies and practices of the present. Just as the memory is t t}? to sharpen the
to the society- T!ier_efc')re, for a meaningful development in a nation likz N? mind, history is
Fducation as @ dlsmpll‘ne and concept is a sine qua non on the road to nati lgelrli, History of
Thus, in terms of pohpy formulation and decision making, among Othero?: : el"":lopment.
national development, 1t 1s important to resort to History of Education for a ro:éca e
the paper examines the concept of History of Education as an academic di;?i‘Pl-'Hencl:a,
concept of national development and History of Education and national develo 1]1)1;1[:: ’ t‘tﬁ
particular reference to Nigeria. Also, it gives a historical account of vocational ar?d techn‘?:;al

education in Nigeria.

| development..

Concept of History of Education as a Discipline
History of Education is a conglomeration of two distinct concepts, namely, “History” and

“Education”. Therefore, for better understanding of History of Education as a concept, it is
necessary to take an in-depth look into these two concepts.

History is not mere story telling. It is also not a mere fabrication. History is an
account of what actually happened in the past, which has a link to what is happening at
pesent and can help in planning or projecting for the future. According to Jekayinfa and
K"fﬁwole (2010), History is the account of past events investigated, analyzed and interpreted

;_n oder to discover generalizations that are helpful in understanding the present and, to a
"Mied extent, in anticipating the future. History is an account because it aims at bala"nced
f the past. It cannot be fabricated to suit the

;;If:nna[.OH of tru-e places,' peqple and events 0 _ .
erest of the writer or historian but seeks to represent the true past into present. History
ﬁ::es account of real names of people, places, time and incidents that actually took-placc :;
imp;;corded time. Amaele (2002) opined that History is a recreation of thct .tru: ?{Ifsttfgcal
dteqy i:m persons, places, events of the past for the present and future gf:nere:j gnAS -—
0 ac? i are presented in sequential, coherent, cor‘;mstent a_nd systée{nat;rr:] ‘;)r rej'u e
lowe: 0gical presentation is an important ingredient of history. Bias p

: el oncermin
pe:;;‘]’ed Or encouraged. The historian tries to present 1SSucs, 'mc:dents or events ie?cst- ’Ihi
“and places in their unbiased form. He tries to dig int impotis]

t areas of in
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historian goes beyond ‘they said’ and seeks to find out why and how certain things happened.
A historian is not usually in a hurry. He takes time to evaluate the necessary information
received. He compares and analyses the information and its sources so as to come up with a
balanced and acceptable account. .

There are two major sources of History, namely primary and secondary sources.
Primary sources refer to various information about real names of people, places and events
gathered by the historian from somebody or people who was or were eye-witnesses to the
incident. If the historian gathered the information himself at the time of happening, the
account also is a primary source (Osokoya, 1996). The primary source could be oral or
written. It could also be through video, internet or other scientific procedures like
archaeological findings. When a historian consults books written by somebody or persons
who was or were not eye-witness to the incident, he is referring to secondary sources of
information. Secondary sources also refer to oral information given out by somebody or
persons who was or were not privileged to have first hand information on the event. Hence,
like primary sources, secondary sources could be in oral or written form.

Etymologically, the word “education” according to Amaele (2002), derived its
meaning from two Latin words ‘educare’ and ‘educere’ respectively. The word ‘educare’ is
interpreted to mean; fo train, to form, to mould, to nourish, to bring up, to raise. Education
here implies that the society trains, forms or moulds the individual to achieve the societal
needs and aspirations. In other words, it means that education is the process through which
an individual acquires what it takes to live successfully in the society. This perspective of
education has little to consider on the natural potentialities of the individual child. On the
contrary, the word ‘educere’ is interpreted to mean: to lead out or to draw out. This connotes
that every individual is endowed with some basic potentialities which are embedded in him.
Therefore, there is the need for the ‘leading out’ or ‘drawing out’ for such potentialities to be
released, developed and useful to the individual and the society at large. This perspective of
the concept is mostly favoured by the humanists, who insist that the function of education is
to develop the natural potentialities in the child to enable him function in the society
according to his abilities, interest and needs. This perspective of the concept of education is
child-centred, whereas the former is society-centred or subject matter-centred. From the
ongoing discussion, therefore, education could be understood to mean the total development
of the individual child, through acceptable methods and techniques, according to his abilities
and interests, as well as the needs of the society, to take his rightful place and contribute
adequately to the advancement of his society (Amaele 2002).

There is a general agreement among educationists and educators that education
involves a desirable change in human behaviour through the process of teaching and
learning. This means that a human being who exhibits undesirable behaviours from the point
of view of the acceptable societal norms cannot be adjudged an educated person, despite the
fact that he had passed through the four walls of an educational institution. The society,
generally, expects a kind of change from an educated person. Education, as a process of
initiating the child into cherished norms and skill within the society, is designed and
implemented by the more matured or the adult members of the society to effect the desirable
changes in the younger ones, from one gencration to the other. Fafunwa (1974) defined
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education as what each generation gives to its younger ones, which makes them to dt_evclqp
attitudes, abilities, skills and other behaviours which are of positive value to the society n
which they live. Education is a social service, provided world-wide with multiple objectives
in mind. The objectives vary from the acquisition of basic skills required for a more rapid
growth of the economy and the basic knowledge for the individual to function effectively in
the society.

Education can generally be classified into three forms, namely: formal, informal and
non-formal. Formal education is the type of education which is received in the regular
formal school setting such as the primary, secondary and tertiary institutions. It takes place in
well organized environments, where well-trained and adequately equipped personnel
(teachers) interact, on regular basis, with the learner(s) on planned educative processés. The
curriculum, the learning environment, instructional materials, testing and evaluation, human
resources and others are planned ahead of time to achieve specific objectives within the time
frame. Everything is patterned from the entry point to the exit point. The books, the
classroom, the pupils, teachers, curriculum, etc are selected and formalized.

Informal education is popularly referred to as indigenous education. This is because
it includes all other agencies of learning outside the formal school system. These agencies
include the home (family), church or mosque, peer-group, mass-media. Informal education
can also be received in the market, farm, along the road and so on. Though not deliberately
planned, like formal education, informal education provides learning opportunities for the
child to develop his natural potentialities within a given limit. It enlarges the child’s scope of
learning and helps to build up the comprehensive experience of the formal education system.
What the child learns from his/her mother, father, elderly ones, peer groups, associations etc,
fall under informal education. In this form of education, the child or the adult can learn from
one another or from the society, consciously and/or unconsciously. Informal education is still
relevant today as it can provide some raw data to the child, which could be refined in the
formal school system. But he should be guided so that what he/she learns through this form
of education not negative.

Non-formal education has some basic characteristics of formal education like
planned programme of action, contact persons, programmed assignment or examination and
others, but it is not formal. It is non-formal because it is not within the regular school system.
Non-formal education is mainly received through workshops, seminars, correspondences,
television and radio media. In the case of workshops and seminars, non-formal education is
used to equip the individual with some basic skills, attitudes and intelligence required for
human and societal growth at one particular time or the other. In this case, it is occasional or
ad-hoc. But in correspondence cases, the learning process is spread over the years but it lacks
the regular person to person interaction. However, it is a complementary form of education.
It helps to up-date knowledge as in the case of workshops and seminars and for care of the
education of particular class as in the case of the correspondence programme.

Each of these three forms of education is important to human and societal growth and

survival and should be encouraged. An average person must pass through all of them
consciously and/or unconsciously.
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Vocational and technical education continued to feature in education ordinances and
commissions and by 1959 the Dike Commission, which was set up to investigate the
organization, administration and arrangement of education in the Eastern Region of Nigeria,
was asked to work out the curriculum of primary, secondary commercial and technical
education and assess vocational training and guidance services in primary and post primary
institutions in the region.

The 1959 Ashby Commission took cognizance of the school curriculum in Southern
Nigeria, which was based primarily on literacy and recommended a shift of emphasis from
literacy towards manual and technological orientation.  The commission further
recommended that some girls’ secondary schools should provide a one year post school
certificate commercial course to prepare them for secretarial employment.

To crown it all, the 1981 National Policy on Education formally recognized
vocational and technical education as a vehicle for national development and as a result it
was given prominence, which culminated into the 6-3-3-4 system of education, i. e. 6 years
in primary school, 3 years in junior secondary school (which is pre-vocational), 3 years in
senior secondary school (which included vocational training) and 4 years in tertiary
institutions. Among others, the objectives of secondary education were to cater for the
differences in talents, opportunities and roles possessed by or open to students after their
secondary school course and inspire the students with a desire for achievement and self
improvement both at school and in later life.

The Role of History of Education in National Development

For any nation to develop, the collective spirit of the people must be well nurtured and
propagated. Here lies the importance of History of Education. In the words of Fafunwa
(1974), “History is to a people what memory is to the individual”. A people with no
knowledge of their past would suffer from collective amnesia, groping blindly into the future
without the guide post of precedence to shape their course. Thus, without History, people
may be able to understand the present but will be without the basic knowledge essential for
coping intelligently with the future.

Ajayi (1990) stressed the point that every nation is a product of History and the efforts
of historians who try to establish the history of the nation, influence its group memory and
seek to define its nationality that is, the essence of what binds its people together, what
constitutes their identity and what makes them a people, distinct from other peoples, cannot
be over-emphasized. Indeed, what historical understanding does essentially for any nation is
to place its developmental predicament within rational time perspectives of human evolution.
This is the utility value of History of Education.

Also, knowledge of History of Education can help one to be competent in handling
any political appointment on education, nationally or internationally. History of Education
develops in individuals those values which make for good personality, such as honesty,

- selflessness, tolerance, dedication, hardwork and personal integrity, all of which provide the
rich soil from which good leadership potential is groomed. In essence, it trains an individual
to be responsible in the society.
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History of Education guides us to proffer some positive solutions to the nation’s
educational problems. The Nigerian education system is being faced with myriads of
problems, such as underfunding, politicization of education, corruption, examination
malpractices and so on. The knowledge of History of Education would enable us to know the
remote causes of these problems and by this, we would be guided in proffering solutions to
the problems.

History of Education opens to students opportunities to develop a comprehensive
understanding of the world and of the many education systems different from their own.
From the study of history of education of different parts of the world, students may gain an
appreciation both of the world’s many peoples and of their shared humanity and common
problems. Students may also acquire the habit of seeing matters through others’ eyes and
come to realize that they can better understand themselves as they study others, as well as the
other way around. Historical understanding, based on such comparative studies in different
components of the world’s histories of education, does not require approval or forgiveness
for the tragedies either of one’s own society or of others; nor does it negate the importance of
critically examining alternative value systems and their effects in supporting or denying the
basic human rights and aspirations of all their peoples. Importantly, an understanding of the
history of education of the world’s many education systems can contribute to fostering the

kind of mutual patience, respect, and civic courage required in our increasingly pluralistic
society and our increasingly interdependent world.

Conclusion
From the above, it is clear that History of Education as a discipline has a critical function in

national development as the knowledge of history can greatly assist in gaining a better insight

into a contemporary controversial issue. History of education teaches the knowledge of the

past which could be applied to improve the on-going educational issues in so far as these
relate to the overall development of the nation.
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