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Abstract
Against the backdrop that social media platforms avail citizens the opportunity to influence governance, the study examines citizens’ involvement in the passage of anti-open grazing bill in Benue State, Nigeria. The objective is to determine whether Facebook can be a uniting platform among citizens thereby, facilitating democratic development. The population of study is all text messages posted on Facebook pertaining to the anti-open grazing bill. Adopting qualitative approach, the study content-analyses Facebook posts purposively selected between March and June 2017. The study descriptively analyses data. Deducing from the data, Facebook plays a cohesive role for citizens to register their concerns with a view to influencing government legislations and actions. While the study recommends the sustained use of Facebook in canvassing for a cause with moderation, it also recommends that government at all levels should always show commitment in addressing issues capable of disrupting peaceful co-existence among people.
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Introduction
	Irrefutably, social media serve as a platform for the public to individually and collectively engage government in the formulation of policies and law-making for the general good of citizens. This is possible with the unfettered access social media offer. Adaja and Ayodele (2013) noted that social media are seamless and boundless regarding interactions, interrelationships, and information sharing and exchanges. 
	In democratic settings, there is room for co-governance. Where citizens are deprived of opportunities of being involved or engaging governors through the conventional media, citizens resort to the alternative – social media. Parker (2002) describes public involvement as a process that provides citizens with an opportunity to influence public decisions and policies. Public involvement is based on the idea that those affected by a policy or decision have the right to participate in the discussion process of making of that policy, law or decision (Parker, 2002). With the acclaimed attributes of the social media, some members of the public, who ordinarily would hesitate to engage in debates on different government policies and programmes find themselves as active commentators in the public sphere. 
	Abundant literature exists on social media research generally. One of these studies borders on civic involvement and governance transparency (Bartoletti & Faccioli, 2016). Another study dwells on social media use for academic and non-academic purposes (Ciboh, 2015, 2017: Perrin, 2015; Pempek, Yermolayeva & Calvert, 2009). In another study, Ramanigopal, Palaniappa and Hemalatha (2012) examine the problems and prospects of social networking media and found several merits of social networking. Other studies specifically deal with the impact of social media on the economic realm (Ugondo & Abutu, 2016), while other studies examine public involvement in politics (Stewart, Dubow, Hofman, & van Stolk, 2016). Noteworthy about public involvement in politics is the Arab Spring that was nurtured and realised through social media which revolutionalised the socio-political landscape of Tunisia, Egypt, Algeria, Libya and parts of the Middle East. One Cairo activist is reported in Kaplan and Haenlein (2010) to have said that social media user’s deployed Facebook to schedule the protests, Twitter to coordinate, and YouTube to tell the world about the injustices those in authority meted on the rest of the people. Stretching the study of social media, Ezema, Ezeah and Ishiwu (2015) conduct a study on social networking services as a new platform for participation in government programmes and policies among youths.
	In Nigeria, apart from the visibility former president Goodluck Ebele Jonathan and incumbent President Muhammadu Buhari gained shortly before the 2015 general elections, other several instances social media platforms serve as platform for public comments on policies and programmes exist. Few examples are the 2012 removal of fuel subsidy, the cashless society, the Treasury Single Account, and the anti-open grazing policies and legislations governments at the federal and state levels had contemplated of and are being considered as a panacea to the malaise of herdsmen attacks. The Benue State government, which is one of the few states that have signed the prohibition of open grazing bill into law on May 22, 2017, has attracted much commentary on the social media the very day the bill was sponsored. 
	In a political milieu, public policies, programmes, and legislations including those on anti-open grazing constantly evolve to manage social, economic and environmental issues, to respond to the needs, preferences and desires of citizens. They are also meant to drive such policies in directions that are regarded as conducive to the nation’s general wellbeing. These public policies are made not only by politicians, but by public servants. Even the unemployed, who petition parliaments and ministers, who join interest groups, comment through the media or represent unions, corporations and community movements are involved (Bridgman & David, 2004). Given the significance and sensitivity of the anti-open grazing policy translated to a bill, virtual commentary, which Medimorec, Parycek and Schossböck (2011) referred to as e-participation, cut across age groups, occupation, gender and social status. As Safranek (2012) notes, social media break the traditional socio-economic barrier because “you don’t have to be somebody to be somebody” when using social media. Both the rich and the poor in society register their views on the social media. E-participation involves the use of collaborative technologies such as smart phone, personal computers and iPads, which allow individuals to interact with one another through the Web.
	Prior to the sponsorship of the executive bill and its attendant assent by the Benue State government, the public had generally advocated for a legal instrument to address the menace of open grazing by herdsmen on Benue farmers in particular. Therefore, when the executive bill was finally sponsored it generated some controversies during legislative consideration. On her part, the state government appeared indisposed in signing it into law. Members of the public construed the inexplicable intrigues as an affront to their sensibilities. This was greeted with intense and fierce social media attack. Evidently, some civil society movements including Movement Against Fulani Occupation, MAFO, Vanguard Against Tiv Massacre, VATIM, and the Tiv Diaspora Forum, TDF exploited social media presence to champion the anti-grazing cause by pressuring the state government to expedite action on the bill. By using Facebook as a dominant platform of communication, these groups opened a new vista for public debate on the policy. It also prompted other citizens in the vanguard of ‘herdsmen-must-go or at best be ranched’ to make informed input on the consequences of open grazing. 
Statement of the Problem
	Social media and Facebook, in particular, has become a vital spot for exchanging information, raising people’s consciousness, and mobilizing citizens on government policies and actions. In spite of the fact that literature is replete with the social media particularly Facebook platform, there is absence of literature on audiences’ comments on the social media aimed at influencing government policies or bills more specifically on anti-open grazing. A significant number of studies reviewed outlined the potential applications of social media in ensuring good governance in different countries of the world (see Bartoletti & Faccioli, 2016; Ezema, Ezeah & Ishiwu, 2015; Kent, 2013; Prokhorov, 2012; Spencer, 2011; Mainwaring, 2011; Safko, 2010). In all cases, they assert that the participatory social media is rapidly transforming the way citizens are becoming enlightened and interested in how good governance should be. Against this backdrop, the study seeks to determine the extent to which citizens were actively involved in the passage of the anti-open grazing bill in Benue State, Nigeria thereby, filling the research void.

Objective of the Study
	The broad objective of the study is to examine the level of public involvement in influencing government policies and legislations through comments on the social media. Specifically, the objective is to analyse the messages Facebook users post regarding anti open grazing bill in Benue State..
Theoretical Framework 
		The study made use of Jurgen Habermas’ public sphere theory that is appropriate to the analysis of the democratic quality of everyday communication. The basic assumption of the theory is that in social life, there exists an area where people come together to freely discuss and identify societal problems, and through that discussion influence political action. It is this area that Jurgen Habermas refers to as public sphere. The most general understanding of the public sphere comes from the Ancient Greek city-states, where citizens directly participated in political decisions (Habermas, 1995).
	According to the theory, the public sphere is situated between private households on the one hand, and the state on the other. It is a space where free and equal citizens come together to share information, to debate, to discuss, or to deliberate on common concerns (Odugbemi, (2008). Therefore, the public sphere is composed of private individuals whose societal interconnectedness transcends the boundaries of their personal lives. The public sphere theory reveals the intimate connection between a web of free, informal personal communications and the foundations of democratic society (Rheingold, 2007 cited in Johannessen, 2013). Thus, the public sphere is an essential component of socio-political organization. This is because it serves as a platform where people come together as citizens and articulate their autonomous views to influence the political institutions of society (Castells, 2008 cited in Johannessen, 2013)).
	Public sphere is evolutionary. Its beginning witnessed people congregating at courts, beer parlours and other designated places for public discourse. The advent of the mass media opened a new chapter in the theory where by people ventilate their views in newspapers, magazines, radio and television. The advent of internet and social media has expanded the space for public discourse. Several researchers have pointed to the Internet in particular as the location of the modern day public sphere. The Internet is considered to provide unprecedented opportunities for exchanging information and for deliberation among a large number of people of different backgrounds. Access for minority voices and political outsiders is considered to be essential to a well-functioning public sphere (Marx Ferree, Gamson, Gerhards, & Rucht, 2002). Without a functioning and democratic public sphere, government officials cannot be held accountable for their actions, and citizens will not be able to assert any influence over political decisions.
	The appropriateness of the theory to the study is based on the fact that Facebook as a social media platform serves as public sphere for citizens.  Looking at the trajectory of media which is that until the invention of the printing press, citizens came together in a particular space, for instance a coffeehouse, where they discussed with other people. The development of mass communication has changed the nature of the public sphere from a physical space to a communication structure. Further advancement in information and communication technologies makes it possible for people to access and share views and opinions with ease.  Specifically, today’s public utilize Facebook platform as a public sphere to send and receive information.
Literature Review
	Engaging government on policies and legislations involves making the government to be aware of the need to formulate and enforce regulations. The aim is to seek sustained solutions for grand challenges regarding economic, social relations, environmental, health, and other critical areas. Social media provide one of the platforms for the public to channel their concerns to government. 
	The concept of social media refers to the term commonly given to websites, online tools and other interactive communication technologies which allow users to interact with each other by sharing information, opinions, knowledge and interests. Social media do not just include social networking sites such as Facebook, Google +, YouTube and Flickr., but also blogs, forums, message boards, podcasts, RSS (really simple syndication), search engine marketing, video sharing, Wikis, social networks, professional networks, and microblogging sites (Wright & Hinson, 2009). According to Bertot, Jaeger and Grimes (2010), social media have four major potential strengths: collaboration, participation, empowerment, and time. Bertot et al further explained that social media are collaborative and participatory by their very nature as they are defined by social interaction. They provide the ability for users to connect with each other and form communities to socialize, share information, or to achieve a common goal or interest. Social media can be empowering to their users as they give them a platform to speak, allow anyone with access to the Internet the ability to inexpensively publish or broadcast information, effectively democratizing media. Regarding time, social media technologies allow users to immediately publish information in near-real time.
	Several studies have been undertaken on social media and government policies or programmes. In a study undertaken by Ezema, Ezeah and Ishiwu (2015), the study examined the participation of youths in government programmes and policies in Nigeria using social networking media. Using survey method, the study sampled a total of 200 Nigerian youths from four Nigerian universities. It made use of a structured questionnaire to administer to the respondents and 190 (95%) were properly completed. Results showed that the major social networking media used by Nigerian youths are Facebook, Google+, 2go, Skype and Twitter. They are mainly used for “social interaction,” “study, teaching and learning,” “information dissemination” and “research and academic purposes.” The youths rarely use these sites to participate in governance. The major challenges faced in the use of social networking are a lack of control on the activities of the users, power failures, the high cost of accessing the Internet, and poor Internet connectivity. Nigerian youths employ social networking to aggregate their views in government policies such as environmental issues, health, power supply, education, human capital development and security issues. The youths believe that social networking has improved participatory democracy in education and human capital development, health, environmental issues, power supply and budget monitoring. The study concluded that social networking has dramatically improved the participation of youths in national discourses. It recommended that awareness should be created on the effect of social media on political activities. The more the youths engage in political campaigns through social networking services, the more political campaigns become robust and issue-based.
	In another study, Prokhorov (2012) examined the role of social media in democracy establishment and promotion. The study’s rationale was premised on the standpoint that as social media get more and more popular and well-developed they give ordinary people an opportunity to share information quickly. Facebook and Egypt’s revolution were chosen as a case study to illustrate the issue. The aim of the study was to analyse the role of Facebook in the political development, namely in the promotion and establishment of democracy. The theoretical framework assumes that social media being more mobile, easily accessible and less controllable than traditional media may be regarded as a public sphere and consequently facilitate democratic development in a country. The study was conducted with a case study method and quantitative research method. The results show that Facebook during 2011 revolution in Egypt proved to be mobile, easily accessible, uniting and non-controllable media enabling the citizens to share their opinion free and facilitating overthrowing the President and consequently the authoritarian regime led by him. 
	In their study on Social Media and Political Participation: is Facebook Democratizing our Youth in Nigeria?, Abdu, Mohammed, Alamai and Halilu (2018) employed multiple regression analysis to examine the relationship between Facebook use, interactivity with political figures, perceived Facebook information quality, political interest and offline political participation among Nigerian youth (n=372). The study's overall goal is to advance understanding of how political expression enabled by social media contributes to the democratic process. The results of this study indicate that Facebook use, interactivity with political figures, perceived Facebook information quality and political interest significantly correlates with youth offline political participation The study concludes that given that new technologies have facilitated alternative forms of opinion expression and information consumption, more research is needed into the ways in which these technologies promote young adults' political participation. 
	Tullah (2014) conducted a study titled: Role of Social Media in Citizen Participation in Transparent Governance. The research which focused on two social media platforms: Facebook and Twitter gave prominence to the manner in which interactions occurred. Qualitative and quantitative study designs were employed in the research. Data was obtained from both primary and secondary sources. The study adopted descriptive statistics to analyze data obtained. Emergent views regarding the role of social media were validated through comparison of views of respondents and data collected from the various organizations. Results from the study show that passion is a key driver for interactions on social media. Users commented or posted on matters they were passionate about.
Methodology
	Content analysis was used for the study. Content refers to the information posted to social media platforms that may include written text, pictures, videos, or most anything else that can be represented digitally (McFarland & Ployhart, 2015). Thus, the researchers adopted textual analysis. Although, social media was broadly used, the study was limited to written comments of Facebook users. Researchers like Antheunis, Vanden Abeele and  Kanters (2015) as well as Idakwo (2011) have used Facebook as a platform to contribute to a large body of empirical work that gives insight into the nature of Facebook as a social networking site and how it influences the socio-political benefits that people get from it. This provides justification for adopting a similar approach. Samples of posts which were purposively selected were drawn between March and June 2017 when the anti-open grazing bill was debated and passed into law. Based on the data collected from comments on users’ walls, the researchers identified and interpreted the relevant ones as presented below.
Data Presentation and Analysis 
	Due to the fact that data was based on posts by numerous Facebook users pertaining to the anti-open grazing bill, the cyclical process was adopted. This method was consistent with what Bauer and Aarts (2000) and Mautner (2008) posited that in cyclical sampling process more material is added up to the point when, following the law of diminishing returns, new data no longer yield up new representations. Therefore, the purposive sampling was done by first selecting small but relevant and consistent messages for analysis. Based on this, the researchers selected 23 posts or messages presented unedited and analysed below. 
	Post 1: Fulani want to dominate every where, they want to own Benue too......i love the gladiator fayose - 17 May 2017 05:38
	Analysis: This comment provides insight into the perceived notion that Fulanis are responsible for the serial attacks on farmers and the rational is to take control of Benue State. Perhaps, for what appears to be the ineptitude of the state government to tackle the menace, the poster seems lamenting by making reference to Fayose, the Ekiti State governor, who had confronted the herdsmen headlong.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Post 2 - 15 March: I have directed the Benue State House of Assembly to suspend everything before the house now and focus on the anti-grazing bill" - Gov. Ortom.
There are two different anti grazing bills before the state Assembly at the moment. While one is from the MAFO, the executive also submitted an executive bill for consideration. As it stands, the state assembly's focus would be on the Executive bill, but looking through that bill, it's obvious that there are landmines that will haunt us as a people should we allow those grey areas and fallacies pass through without any form of amendments. We need to speak up or else, it will go the same way their chieftaincy bill also went. I will share one of the analysis that was done by a comrade later.
	Analysis: It can be inferred from this comment that, at last the Executive Governor of Benue State finally the potential implication of not expediting action on the anti-open grazing bill and directed the state legislature to consider and possibly pass the bill to law. Part of the post, however, indicate element of controversy about the bill. According to the post two bills were presented which the poster lacks confidence in the executive bill. Hence, his clarion call for Facebook users to express disdain over the executive bill.
	Post 3 - 20 March: It is my conviction that the Government has only baptised Grazing Reserves by calling the “Public Ranches” in the Bill. The intendment and intention is only to cede farmlands to herdsmen to occupy and pay a token fee to the government. If the Governor who has been saying to the media that there is no land for grazing of cattle in Benue State is the one that presented this Bill to the House of Assembly, he should be asked whether he is going to bring land from heaven, like Oduduwa, to come and create Public Ranches and Transit Ranches in all the Local Government that share boundary with Nasarawa, Taraba, Cameroon, Cross River, Kogi and Enugu States
	Analysis: This post is an extension of reservation Facebook users has on the capacity of the bill to solve the herdsmen-farmers clashes as expressed in the previous comment. Looking at it closely, the comment reveals that the proposed ranching is meant to advantage herdsmen at the expense of Benue citizens.
	Post 4:  Oga Aorabee, there is need to keep on crying out. Yes, our brothers Gemade ,Akume should tell us something. Has everything been sold including the state? Can cattle rearing go side by side with farming?, the cause of our death - 21 March at 10:58
	Analysis: This comment expresses the impossibility of co-existence of herdsmen and farmer at least for now. This explains why it canvasses for sustained agitation against the proposed executive bill which inferentially is meant to mortgage the destiny of Benue people. This appears more worrisome considering the unexpected silence of two senators representing them, who should rise in condemnation of anything that would disadvantage those they represent at the National Assembly.
	Post 5:  This ugly situation calls for Aaron and Hur to support the Governor. The H. O. A. to consider - 21 March at 13:31
	Analysis: It can be inferred from this comment that Benue people should remain resolute in doing anything possible to support the Executive Governor and the State House of Assembly to consider, and pass the anti-open grazing bill to law in favour of Benue citizens. The reference to Aaron and Hur in the Bible signifies the dogged support the duo gave to Moses for the Israelites to be victorious at a war. 
	Post 6 - 21 March: The rhethorics of governor Samuel Ortom can't abate the killings in Benue state rather his actions. When governor Ayo fayose of Ekiti initiated an anti grazing bill in the state,it took the state assembly less than two weeks to passed and assented by the governor within a spate of one month and the people of Ekiti are better off for it. History will always be fair to those who takes action in the midst of crisis than those who stay aloof. When Ortom initiated a bill for ame...
	Analysis: What this comment portends to is practical action by the Governor and the state legislature to expedite action on the bill just as their Ekiti counterparts did.ndment of law to enable him appoint sole administrators in the local councils it takes the same assembly less than two days to pass because of the vigour and inducement from the governor without any political consideration on ethnic bias.
If the governor is afraid of a fulani president because of his second term ambition,why can't he upholds the first oat he swore to protect the people ofBenue and their property? or are the people's blood now become a sacrificial appease for his second term bid like we have seen in Guma his home in a build up to his first election?I urge the people to rise up to the ocassion of protecting themselves against the usrpers hell bent on encroaching our lands instead of this endless protest we are seeing like we have seen in Israel against the Palestine.
	Post 7:  The ceding of the Agatu land for grazing should also be b put on hold
15 March at 16:23
	Analysis:  From indication, part of Benue State land was already ceded arbitrarily to the herdsmen. Now that a bill is being contemplated of, the comment is suggestive of putting the ceding on hold.
	Post 8:  Their cattle ate all my cassava in the farm. I don't know how cattle could've up-rooted cassava & eat them. Nobody to hold or payback so, I leave am for God.
15 March at 20:35
	Analysis: This comment expresses one of the consequences of herdsmen invasion which is destruction of an entire cassava farm. The poster, who appears incapacitated, resigns to fate.
	Post 9:  There is not a single attempt, in all of this lengthy submission, at substantiating, talk less of proving, the extremely weighty allegation of a N350million Fulani bribe. This is not enough for anybody who boasts of a capacity for reason, to believe. ... - 27 March at 18:57
	Analysis: This comment is coming at the heels of allegation of bribery of the State Assembly by the Herdsmen commonly called Fulani. The post is, however, in defence of the legislature since according to the comment, no valid evidence is given to substantiate the claim.
	Post 10:  I don't believe in rumour mongering. If anyone believe that the State Assembly leadership took bribe to do against our Gov. Such sensitive and most reprehensible act be substantiated by the claimants of the epic writers. Its time we must do away with believing rumor mongering against people in leadership positions - 27 March at 22:00
	Analysis: This comment is similar to that made by Tim Nyor. Noticeably, the comment maintains that those trying to implicate the legislature should substantiate their claim with evidence.
	Post 11 - 23 April: Here then is the danger: The members of Benue State Assembly are inexplicably foot-dragging on passing the Anti-Grazing Bill when they had been known to affirm, almost on the pain of death, their readiness to do so in the past. Now, word is in the air that the same crowd is going around imposing candidate in the Council elections. In 2012, the Fulani had asked that they be given a parcel of land in each Local Government on which to settle and graze their cattle. The Anti-Graz...
	Analysis: Notwithstanding the lack of evidence about comments on alleged bribery, the lackluster attitude of the state legislature towards the anti-open grazing bill leaves more to be desired. Inferentially, the comment provides antecedents to justify why the legislature is perceived not being proactive.ing Bill, if passed, would have effectively foreclosed any consideration of this request.
Are these imposed candidates not surrogates expected to grant these requests in a hurry in the name of wanting peace so that any bill to the effect of stopping open grazing will "infringe" on rights of certain "residents" or "indigenes" and therefore nebulous?
Is there any imposed Chairman who would have enough "liver" to withstand pressure from this source?
Far fetched? Not when greed holds sway.
So many questions, so much suspicion, so many grey areas with so much greed in the air...
	Post 12: Stand by the truth nothing will happening to you,if the speaker is anti farmers he will be impeach very soon - 6 April at 19:53
	Analysis: This comment is an encouragement to the Executive Governor in the face of perceived inaction of the Speaker, whose purported disposition is to favour the herdsmen through the bill.
	Post 13: We re wit u on this and i belive if God stil remain in his position u re protected in jesus name as 4 the speaker if the blood of Tiv run in his vain let wait and see what wil happen to him. He is curs already weda he revers the tittle or nt ….6 April at 21:59
	Analysis: This comment is a re-enactment of the previous one supporting the governor while at the same time condemning te Speaker inferentially considered to be a traitor.
	Post 14: This allegation should be taken serious and investigated to know truly ,why the bill be substituted overnight  - 6 April at 22:07
	Analysis: This comment is a follow-up of comments about alleged bribery with potentials of truncating the long awaited bill. A twist to it is that the popular bill was allegedly substituted with an unpopular one as far as the Benue people are concerned. Hence the call of careful investigation if truly the bill was substituted.
	Post 15:  A similar bill was easily passed into law in a state where less than ten persons were killed by the herdsmen, Ekiti state. What is going on my beloved BENUE???
27 March at 23:07
	Analysis: The comment is emphatic about the comparative magnitude of victims compared to less number of people killed in Ekiti State. Ironically, the state with recorded less number of victims expedites action on the bill unlike Benue with larger number.
	Post 16:  Why has the executive remained silent over the substitution of a bill it originally sent to the state house of assembly? - 7 April at 01:55
	Analysis: This comment is a reinstatement of accusations and counter accusations about substitution of the anti-open grazing bill which the Executive Governor is accused of being responsible for it. The bottom line about the comment is for the governor to clarify the air about his role concerning the allegation.
	Post 17:  dis Benue Pple really nid to wake up now DAT d is still time - 2 June 2017 11:51
	Analysis: This comment is a wake-up call for Benue people and decide on their destiny. 
	P0st 18:  Once upon a time there came, " Arab spring" with our PVC and this kind of education we shall get it right soon - 24 April at 09:27
	Analysis: By inference, this comment advocates a form of benevolent political revolt as the ultimate option. Embedded in the comment is the need for Benue people to register and obtain their Permanent Voter’s Card which shall be used as the instrument to vote out those who do not share in their aspiration in subsequent elections.
	Post 19:  I think I like that, the good and learned people of my beloved Benue will not be intimidated. Whenever they called us: BENUE PEOPLE! let our response be: ONE VOICE. God bless those speaking on our behalf, God bless us all - 19 April at 08:20
	Analysis: This comment canvases the need for a unanimous voice among Benue people on issues with close reference to the anti-open grazing bill. This could be premised on the fact that strength lies in unity.
	Post 20:  Thank God Taraba state too is working on anti grazing bill, all unguided news will be over against Ekiti n Benue states - 2 June 2017 17:32
	Analysis: This comment appears to be countering opinions against the ant-open grazing bill in Benue. Even if it is an inglorious bill, the attempt by the Taraba State Government to introduce similar bill vindicates Benue State Government.
	Post 22: Now you have raised your people's morale - 22 May 2017 14:56
	Analysis: This comment reveals the commendable stance that the bill has finally been passed. This is in spite of the controversy the bill generated.
	Post 22: Assenting is not a big deal, but ENFORCEMENT - 22 May 2017 14:29
	Analysis: It can be inferred from the comment that human beings are insatiable to some extent are would always aspire to status of accomplishment. Having assented to the bill, the expectation has been shifted to the logical implementation of the bill.
	Post 23: What remains now is the enforcement of the bill. Thanks - 22 May 2017 14:02
	Analysis: This comment is a similitude of the previous one which seeks the full enforcement of the bill. The comment further shows some gratitude to the magnanimity of the state government in ensuring that the bill was assented to.
Discussion of Findings
	Whichever way one looks at it, social media which Facebook constitute their digital platform facilitate information sharing, user-created content, and collaboration across people (Elefant, 2011). Other social media platforms include YouTube and LinkedIn. This technology has revolutionized the way people connect, communicate, and develop relationships (Beal & Strauss, 2008; Derks & Bakker, 2013). Citizens’ use of Facebook as space to express their views is consistent with Jurgen Habermas’ public sphere theory that hinges on space where free and equal citizens come together to share information, to debate, to discuss, or to deliberate on common concerns (Odugbemi, (2008). Thus, drawing from the data is fascinating findings concerning publics’ positions on the anti-open grazing bill.
	A noticeable feature about the Facebook comments on the anti-open grazing bill before it was assented to is the controversy the bill generated. Most of the comments show that the state government did not demonstrate seriousness in passing the bill. More importantly, it could be inferred that most of the comments show a deliberate attempt by the state government to flaw the bill, by creating room for inadequacies to advantage herdsmen, who according to comments do not constitute a sustained threat to farmers but have increasingly unleash mayhem on the farmers. Some of these comments convey the impression of the state government compromising the general expectation of farmers in in the state. Accusations and counter-accusations on complicity of Benue State House of Assembly like “Why has the executive remained silent over the substitution of a bill”; “The members of Benue State Assembly are inexplicably foot-dragging on passing the Anti-Grazing Bill” and “If anyone believe that the State Assembly leadership took bribe to do against our Gov. Such sensitive and most reprehensible act be substantiated” give credence to this. For users to feature these comments on Facebook is an affirmation of the fact that Facebook and social media in general serve as platform for users to engage or involve in government policies and programmes.
	It would be unthinkable or even premature to conceive the idea of anti-open grazing bill but for series of what some posts which were coming predominantly from Benue people who consider such attacks as unprovoked ones. Perhaps, due to the ingrained and firm belief of initiators of these comments that farmers were incapacitated to the extent of not protecting themselves, the tone of almost all the comments are harsh thereby not only demonizing the alleged herdsmen as unforgivable arch enemy but with potentials of threatening our collective existence.  Was it the traditional mass media outlets where the editor gate-keeps news for quality assurance and to douse tension, such comments like “Once upon a time there came, " Arab spring"; dis Benue Pple really nid to wake up now DAT d is still time” would probably not have passed. Certainly, such posts underscore what Prokhorov (2012) posits that social media being more mobile, easily accessible and less controllable than traditional media may be regarded as a public sphere and consequently facilitate democratic development in a country
	Weighing the general position of the Facebook posts, a preponderance of the comments is unanimous. The consensus in opinions is for the bill to be passed even if it is perceived as draconian by the herdsmen consistent with what Bertot, Jaeger and Grimes (2010) posit that social media have four major potential strengths: collaboration, participation, empowerment, and time; they provide the ability for users to connect with each other and form communities to socialize, share information, or to achieve a common goal or interest. Comments like “This ugly situation calls for Aaron and Hur to support the Governor”attests to this. Fundamentally, the full support of the bill manifests following the instantaneous comments that greeted the bill when it was assented to. For example, when it came to the public knowledge that the Executive Governor Samuel Ortom had finally assented such comments as “Now you have raised your people's morale” were posted on Facebook. This was made possible due to the fact that social media platforms are seamless and provide easy access to users to register their viewpoints anytime, anywhere. This affirms Adaja and Ayodele’s (2013) assertion that social media are seamless and boundless in terms of interactions, interrelationships, and information sharing and exchanges. 
	Lastly, findings show that citizens were passionate about the anti-open grazing bill. This indicates that passion is a key driving force for interactions on social media. Users commented or posted on the bill they were passionate about just as the study conducted by Chatora (2012) cited in Tullah (2014) had indicated. From the enthusiasm of Facebook users’ participation, it can be concluded that citizens are developing interest about issues of governance. 
Conclusion and Recommendations
	The study concludes that Facebook as a social media platform remains an integral networking site for people to comment on the issues particularly of national interest. As a free-for-all outlet, users do not hesitate to register their opinions at the slightest opportunity. And those who post comments are from all categories of social stratification be they the rich or poor, old or young, literate or illiterate, and irrespective of where they are. Thus, this study contributes to scholarship by extending the perimeters of social media studies and research on Facebook in particular by examining how Facebook serves as a cohesive platform for people to register their feelings about the open grazing prohibition bill meant to address sustained herdsmen attack on the farmers.
	The study recommends that Facebook users should exercise restraint and make comments with moderation as some of the comments that are laced with harsh and abusive undertone are capable of disrupting peaceful co-existence.
	Government should be sensitive to the plight of citizens particularly in times of stress by being proactive in the legislations and other policy formulations that address their concerns. This is where transparency in the process of legitimizing such legislations and policies is essential as citizens who make input to bills will have a sense of belonging.
	Arising from the fact that unsavory comments on Facebook are sometimes not necessarily an indication of users’ low level of media literacy but a function of government’s lack of capacity or concern in addressing socio-economic and political issues, it is recommended that government should not be hesitant in deploying efforts and resources with a view to addressing issues with potentials of threatening national peace.
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