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Carents play saenificant vales e the trammy of female childien towareds
e future voles, euther as homemakers, or towards the carcer roles or d
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cenbanation of both: Ty Neriptong ™ may wfluence some 30 much so thet
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they domon play anything else but the script. The present study was car-
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G Weent o versny degree programmes, most of whom were home-
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INTRODUCTION

The mouvation to revulate behav-
wur 1o conform 1o enher femaleness or
maleness euts across culture. Culiural
myths  then  become  sell” Tullilling
prophecies, and thus do we arve at the
phenomenan  Known  as “sex-typing”
(Bem, 1981 Sex-typed individuals are
seen w hiller trom other individuals not
primarily in the degree of femininity, or
masculmity they possess, but in the ex-
et to v hieh then selt=concepts and be-
haviouts ate organised on the basis ol
gender rather than some other dimen-
sion Gender sehiemunic means a colleze
stdent v mrght want o -deende swhat
pew hobby o 1y will readily make the
decision thronzh the lens ol gender and
would thetetore ask what sex s the
hobby? What sex am 17 Do they match?
I 5o then tie hobby will be considered
fwather, i ot then o will be vejected
without further constderation. Most peo-
ple are sand 10 be wmanare that their pet-
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ceptions are organised on the basis of
yender, '

Gender schema therefore, 10 Sandra
Bem is a theory of process not content
Sex-typed individuals are seen as proc-
essing intormation in terms of and con-
forming 10 whatever delinitions  of
masculiniy and femininity the culture
happens to provide. It is the process o
panilionins the world into two equiva-
lent classes on the basis ol gender
schema. This tendency s retlected i the
thinking of parents and guardians and
inlluences the training they wive 1o their
wards This is more so for famale warnd,
Parents who believe that then wards
would not play much role apant rom
of s wile, mother wnd homemiker wagl
not make eflort 10 give much trmine
apart from the essentials of the aboyve
Suome may think that they would .t
their wards 10 be independent in yuricd
wiy's :.md this would be reflected in the
son ob traiming they give 1o Sometines
this sort of 1faining woes through the
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ok ol wystom i the lidden curricudum
(R a8 petson hay |¥.'.re.':;‘rg
wioence he sex role pereestion
aml  orwematinn Difterent pudies and
Witers subpont s postulstion ‘

For cample, almost from the
tine girls enter schools, they appesr z;
et the ranys of oceupationg open 1o
them Loofu (1971) in g study found thae
mure than thiee quanters of the girls in x
study when asked “what do you wane 1o
be when yuu grow up? Chouse sither 1o
be @ nurse of 1o be 2 teacher a3 firs
chorce It was interesting 1o find e
several of the girls sespunded thas they
would be mothers, whereas net 2 single
boy said he wold be o father. Cirls 22 2l

apes between nine and sevemesn, 3lso

Wi ‘ )

chuose lower runtung uccupations than
buys of the same sge Winenberg aad
Nokumura (1975) observed that

The net result of zll this was
that By the time they finish thewr
formal educaiion (in most tases
high schoel, in fewer ‘cawes,
colleze) there ate Qo the expes-
1ations and  preparahon  that
women and men have for their
lite w0tk
In the clussroom, teachers are also =~
ponant figures of note in the hgSes <
cursiculum, They reinforce Tsex 9270
priste” behaiours in various  Sorms
(Mussen, Conger, Kagan and Humen,
1984) Also zll the teachers Gin buplee
institutions of learning are meles, im-
plying an absence of role models 10 =~
spire female studenis 13 schicve”

For the adult woman, wiho e=gla be
burdened by herroic s 2 monhes, oves-
burdened by domastic 1200t 23 house-
hold chores, she might be i w'u}. Enle
fime and Coersy 0 puTsS I3y moome
pensrating W, 0f 10 Sfuggs W emaEe
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PeO0G3%). To lorate the puint of sy-
mlicant difference, the Duncan muluple
Fange test was used end the result 1g u3
presented in Table 2
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A Cuuld be oliserved feam Tuble 1L
there was o signilicant dilterence be-
tween the mean soores of the :u.ul'fgg','-
tous students wha teltthey were initially
teined for career and those !‘mincd fur
fanily respunsibilitics. The lumw'r h:;d‘
siguiticantly higher mean scores than the
bater, It wies also ubserved that most (53
out of 61, i e 54 1%) of the .subjc‘:l'. n
Mie androgyiuus group indicated |I|::t.
they ware teained for cireer reapbng
bilities vohiile mast (93 out off 157, lc)
59 790) of those in the Teninme geou]

-
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s3id they were tr3ined for fumily respun.
sibilities. This implied that sex role ori.
entation 10 some extent related 1o gne's
pereeived  responsibility training  (for
lamily or career) in childhood or 2. -
cence. A funther analysis 10 continn 1he
shuve lindings was deemed Hecuasaty,
and in this instance, the C hi-square was
applied on the frequency distributics in
Table 11 10 tes for significance of ditter.

ence between the obtained frecuencics
This iz on Table 111
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cpte 1Lz Chissquare test for

Sko
and r"”‘”"")""y lllllnln;' ganeanye shiedenis

7o CAREER St -
e I FaMiLy car 10l

\ ' -m(zxt.;)j w2016 6(3.4) 61
Column lotal . 70:%7 93(4l'4) 188 6) | ol
S - 115 24 218
vores Expected frequencie e i A
Note: Expe lencies hreshown in parentheses. .

From lable 111, ll\e'--él\i-square
vilue of 12,1 which js gréalcr'than the
1able value of S.O‘l"or 2d1 was obtained
This confirmed that there was signiﬁcan;
ditterence in the responsibility training
of androgynous and fedinine oriented
subjects. A greater propontion’ of the an-
drogynous type (54.1%) avere trained for
career  while a greater’ proportion
(392%) of "the feminine, type were
trained tor tamily responsibilities. The
study also revealed a greater number of
the subjects were feminine .in their sex
role orientation which goes to show that
many females are still sex.typéd.

' 9 |

‘e N .
DISCUSSION s

The purpose of the study'was 1o find
out il’ the sort of responsibility training

. ' . * ' ! . «
given to a lemale at the ‘childhood - or

adolescence. perigd could tinfluence the

sex role orientation, The results of the,
findings indicated that there could be a.
relationship and, this was ‘found to be
significantly so, using ‘Anova and the
Chi-square analysis. From the results of
the study, it is indicative that with the
changing times, parents shoul.d change
their training style. Moreso, since most
females now work in competitive and
challenwing, carcers and ssucceeding 10
these cuvironment requires some be-
havioural dispositions,.\'vhid\ may be
quite difterent ‘from what may, be:re-
quired at the home Trogh. . o 3
Therefore, it is necyssary: that fe-
males are trained both for ,t"hé‘ home and

" the workforce, to equip them maximally
The, males also need to be trained for
both the family life end the workforce

. ‘when this permeates the socicty, label-
lings of females in achicvement setting
will reduce, tensions that usually arise
where there are fernale heads will reduce
in parastatals, when men readily accept

. such headships, and there will be more
cooperation amony men and women in
the workforce and at home. Men and
women will dearn to complement each
other rather than sce themselves as com-
petitors.

There will be more togetherness and
this will invariably instil & sense of con-
fidence and security among the sexes
which will gata long way in making for
personality development of the people as
well as national development,

Other nations that have been able to
move speedily in their nationzl life had
to leamn this lesson and breakdown social
_rigiditids and constraints, Nigeria can
take a clue from these nutions.
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