ISSN 115 - 960X

e

llorin Journal
of
Business and Social
sciences

s
;
E
i
i
;
;

Volume 23, No 1 February, 2021

Published by the Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of llorin, P.M.B. 1515, llorin, Nigeria

(& CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

ISSN 1115 - 960X
Torin Journal of Business and Social Sciences (1J BSS)
Volume 23, Number 1, February, 2021
PUBLISHED BY
THE FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES,
UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN,

P.M.B. 1515, ILORIN, NIGERIA.
E-mail: ijbss.unilorin@gmail.com

EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS
Chairman, Editorial Board

Prof. L.P. Ifabiyi Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria.

Editor-in-Chief

Deborah S. Adekeye (Ph.D.), Department of Sociology,
Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria.

Managing Editor
Adebola R. Bakare, (Ph.D.) Department of Political Science,
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria

Editorial Board Members

A. T. Yakubu (Ph.D.), Department of Economics,
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria.
E. O. Oriola (Ph.D.), Department of Geography and

Environmental Mgt.
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria.

R. Opayemi (Ph.D.), Department of Psychology,
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria
O. A. Fawole (Ph.D.), Department of Sociology,
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria.
A. A. Abdulahi (Ph.D.), Department of Social Work,

University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria

O

(8 CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Editorial Advisory Board

Prof. Steven, M. Jubwe,

Prof. S.A. Jegede

Prof. Nancy Lundgren,

Prof. P.C. Graham,

Prof. Adeniyi Gbadegesin,

Prof. Albert, M. Abane,

Prof. Stephen, B. Kendle,

Prof. Oyinloye Olaniyi,

Dr. Vijay Bashin,

Prof. A.U. Inegbenebor,

B.J. Nyang (Ph.D.),

Prof. E.A. Unobe

Prof. E.F. Ogunbodede

Dean, Liberia College, University of
Liberia, Moronvia.

Department of Sociology, University of
Ibadan, Nigeria.

Department of Sociology, University of
Cape Coast, Ghana.

Department of Geography, Lancaster
University, U.K.

Department of Geography, University of
Ibadan, Nigeria.

Department of Geography and Tourism,
University of Cape Coast, Ghana.

Centre for Development Studies, University of
Cape Coast, Ghana.

Department of Economics, University of Abuja,
Nigeria.

Department of Economics, University of Cape
Coast, Ghana.

Department of Business Administration,
University of Benin, Nigeria.

Department of Business Management, University
of Calabar, Nigeria.

Department of Political Science, Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria, Nigeria.

Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba, Ondo
State, Nigeria.

(id

(8 CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Contents Pages

Understanding The Spatiotemporal Pattern Of Urban Crime In Yenagoa Local
Government Area Of Bayelsa State, Nigeria

Bitrus Eniyekenimi DAUKERE | Lffiong EKPO

Isaac A. GBIRI 1-14
Work Stress And Employee Performance: A Study Of Selected Deposit Money
Banks In Lagos And Ogun States, Nigeria

ODUNLAMI, Samuel Abimbola

OLUDIPE, Emmanuel Oladimeji 15-41

Social Conception And Perceived Effects Of Community Policing In South-western

Nigeria

BashiratA. Ibrahim | David E. Okurame 42-61
Nigeria Police And Contemporary Law Enforcement: Issues And Challenges
62-79

Obasanjo S. Balogun | Olufemi A. Fawole | Sadiq E. Amali

The New Asian Scramble For Africa: A Study Of Sino-nigeria Trade And
Investment Relations, 2007-2019

AJA, Akpuru-Aja Uchenna | BAKARE, Adebola Rafiu 80-100
Youth Violence And Socio-economic Development In Baboko Community Of
Ilorin, Kwara State Nigeria

Abdullahi Kayode Ibrahim 101-115

Effects Of Bio-safety Measures And Disposal Of Medical Waste On Primary Health
Care System In Karu, Abuja Municipal Area Council

AGBEBAKU, Henry Usiobaifo 116-136
Criminal Victimisation: Conceptual And Theoretical Perspectives
Obasanjo Solomon Balogun | Tomisin Adedunmola Akangbe

137-151

Habeeb Abdulrauf Salihu

(& CamScanner



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Contents Pages

The Intricate Of Globalization And Development Administration In Nigeria
Kayode Asaju | Sunday Asepo 152-172

Pergeived Knowledge And Attitudes Of Social Workers Towards The Elderly In
[lorin, Kwarastate, Nigeria

Kelani, Karamat A. | Adekola Oluwafunmilayo T. | Yusuf, Mohammed S.
Abdulhameed, A. | Mohammed, A. H. 173-186

Book Review

O to ge — How Kwara People took their Destiny in their Hands
Emmanuel O. Ojo 187-191

(& CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Youth Violence And Socio-cconomic Development In Baboko Community Of Tlorin, Kwara State Nigeria

YOUTH VIOLENCE AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN
BABOKO COMMUNITY OF ILORIN, KWARA STATE NIGERIA

Abdullahi Kayode Ibrahim
Department of Criminology and Security Studies
Faculty of Social Sciences
University of Ilorin, [lorin Nigeria
+2348062589282

Ibrahim.ak@unilorin.edu.ng

Abstract

Youth violence is one of the major problems facing most societies in Nigeria today and
it has contributed to the level of insecurity witnessed in recent times. Baboko
community of Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria happens to be one of the center stages of
youth violence in Ilorin, and the effect of this violence is mostly on social and
economic condition of the community. The study, therefore, investigates youth
violence and socio-economic development in Baboko community of Ilorin, Kwara
State. The study adopted descriptive survey research design. Qualitative and
quantitative research methods were used to collect data from the study participants.
200 respondents were randomly selected using quantitative method while in-depth
interviews (IDI) were carried out for 15 participants. The quantitative data was
analyzed using a simple percentage of mean, while qualitative data was analyzed using
content analysis. Findings reveal that drug use, peer pressure, poverty, unemployment
and cultism are the major factors influencing youth violence in the community. The
study recommends that the community should operate jointly with the police in their
strategy of violence prevention, empower police with weapons and infrastructures,
including social workers and psychologists in the rehabilitation of suspects and
offenders and creation of more jobs for teeming youth by the government.

Keywords: Youth, Violence, Baboko Community, Cultism, Unemployment

Introduction

Youth violence is a global challenge and it has become both pandemic and endemic in
most societies of the world, particularly Nigeria. Since independence, Nigeria has
continued to witness an unprecedented surge and high proportion of youth violence
(Echezona, 2001). The country has recorded bizarre experience in the domain of
violence committed by young people (Oruwari, 2006). These acts of violence includes
murder, religious uprising, party clashes, shooting, stabbing, kidnapping for ransom,
armed robbery, rape, rioting, vandalism, ethnic militancy and so on (World Health
Organisation, 2015). The persistence and occurrence of youth violence have continued
to endanger and threaten social security icoumry (Abdullahietal.,2016).
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As Ogbeifun (2007) :
et : rightly not :
;g:s?\?elltwal regions of Nigzria. }?‘f)rt }cle?(ta’a yoluth violent has become prominent it &/
ness, demand for resource mple, the youth has been at the center of the
part of Nigeria and the incess control in the oil-producing region of the southern
communal tussles and the acti '?‘m outbreak of ethno-religious conflicts, land, and
which has claimed many ]ivem ltzis O.f Boko-haram in the Northern part of the country
and many states in Niger s an pxqpemes. Indeed, conflict is gaining momentum
disorder (Opbeifun, 2 6%0 ria are suffering from the scourges of violent conflicts and
St o At il 7). The prevalence of violent conflicts, orchestrated by cult
the viol youth violence among young generations in many parts of Nigeria shows
ence has eaten deep into the fabric of Nigerian society.

llorin, the capital of Kwara State is widely regarded as a peaceful and harmonious state
in Nigeria. The state is popularly known as 'The State of Harmony', following the
peageful nature of the people (Abdullahi, et al., 2016). Since 2003, the ancient city of
Tlorin has been bedeviled by violence and the reported cases of violence are in sharp
contrast to the belief that Ilorin is a peaceful city (Alanamu, 2005; Fagbemi, 2015;
Muhammed, 2005; Tunde, 2015). Studies have shown that more than half of
perpetrators of violence in Ilorin are between the ages of 21 and 40 years (Agere,
2012). This youth violence is more prevalent in areas such as Taiwo road, Agbo-Oba,
Gambari, Sawmill, Agaka, Adabata and Baboko. Baboko area of the state is known as

the most violent prone area in the city.

The rate of youth violence in Baboko community {s becoming alarming over the years;
the community has an alarming record of youth violence in the city. On the 13th of
November 2012, the Kwara State police command confirmed the arrest of 12

suspected hoodlums within a week of continuous fighting among youths in Gambari,
Agaka and Baboko areas. Around January 2013, violence broke out between the

Adabata/Baboko boys versus members of the Oodua People's Congress (OPC), a

situation that created tension among the residents. Violence has become worrisome to

most dwellers of the area and also to the businessmen and women who are mostly
Igbos. During this period, businesses Were crippled until normalcy was restored. This
created an atmosphere of insecurity and negative peace even days after order was

restored.

Youth violence in the Baboko community of Ilorin takes different forms ranges from
clashes among rival cults in the community to politically instigated violence. Arecent
example was the clash between the Agaka gang and their Baboko counterparts in April
2018, a more recent one is the political violence that broke out among political party
supporters in the community in early 2021; however, no matter the form, violence if
not properly managed may lead to serious uprising in the community. Youth violence
are fuelled by some factors identified by Jack (1999), and they include, the media,
substance abuse, gang membership, unemployment, access to weapons, poverty, pecr

pressure, broken homes and bad neighborhoods. Youth violence usually occurs in this
area because itis widely regarded as economically and socially deprived environments

(8 CamScanner



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

B e

Youth Vi)
lence And Socio-e :
conomic Development In Baboko Community Of Tlorin, Kwara State Nigeria

where levels of
poverty and

2006). nd unem .

bmu;hﬂﬁgszrer, }he emergence of Bil(())l}::ce: tinag 3 C\;]el’y high (Moser and Mcilwaine,

il -armua ceived peace under Ve seion areas in Ilorin in recent time has

round for youth viole s threat, as the ancient city is becoming a

undermines peace and securit nce (Abdullahi, et al., 2016). Youth violence often

current paper examines faql y inthe community. It is against this background that the

M v Tactors influencing youth violence and its impacts on social-
pment in Baboko community of Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria.

Statement of the Problem

\O,ir(‘je?]f;he\l(’g{?tﬁr Sfolblelllslfac1ng human capi_tal develop_ment in recent timesis youth
it té + lolence has become a national security threat as no day passes
\ ut dailies reporting news of one form of youth violence or the other in Nigeria. It
1s a .threat to Fhe security of life and properties which ought to guarantee human
survwal. (Kazir, 2010). Youth violence remains a major public health problem
(Fornari, 2015). Contrary to the expectation that youths are the agents of growth and
development, violence in many local communities raises serious concern for the
already overarched and stressed security situations in many parts of the country
(Mudashiru & Fatai, 2020). According to the World Health Organization (WHO,
2011), youth violence dramatically increases health, welfare and criminal justice
costs, reduces productivity and generally undermines the fabric of society. Youth
homicide and non-fatal violence not only contribute greatly to the global burden of

premature death, injury and disability but also have a serious, often lifelong impact on
aperson's psychological and social functioning (American Psychological Association,
APA, 2009). One of the greatest socio-cultural problems facing human development in

21st century Nigeria is the menace of youth violence.

In recent years, the phenomenon of youth violence has assumed a serious dimension.
Violence is of different types and categories. Murder, robbery, rape, riot, cultism,
ethno-religious militancy, kidnapping, vandalism, and arson have become the features
of Nigeria's nascent democracy (Wilbert, 2007). Social and moral decadence, the
influence of peer group, culture of drug use, role of mass media, ethnic nationalism,
elitist role, family influence, free accessibility of fire arms, amongst others have been
identified as causative factors of youth involvement in crime (Odeh, 2013). The
consequences of youth violence manifest in wanton destruction of human lives and

property with devastating effects on human development in the country.

The problem of youth violence requires adequate attention in Nigeria as Nigeria is
gradually becoming a theatre of youth violence. Violence happens in various parts of
the country, a good example is Baboko community of Ilorin, Kwara State. The rate at
which youth violence occurs in this community is disturbing and the community is one
of the areas notorious for youth violence. The issue of youth violence in the community
has become a social problem which the state government and other stakeholders must

urgently attend to.
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The maj :
_ ain objective
. of t i ; : :
violence in Baboko Communit::e' Sttllldy.ns to examine the factors influencing youth
attempt to achieve this, (i in Tlorin, Kwara State, Nigeria. However, in an

. » the research specific objectives are to:
L investigate th

e type of youths that participates in vio [

tmianity, forka; I p violence in Baboko
ii. i - ; :

z:gmme factors influencing youth violence in Baboko area of lHorin;

1l ascertain the extent to which youth violence impedes development in
Baboko community, Ilorin, Kwara State.

Theoretical Framework

The broken window theory of crime was propounded by Wilson and Kelling
g1982). They adopt the analogy of "Window-Building' to emphasize how minor
incidence of criminal acts may lead to major violent acts if not legitimately attended to
by the security agencies. According to Wilson and Kelling (1982), if the first brolgen
window in a building is not repaired, the general population who like breaking
windows would assume that nobody cares about the building and more windows
would be broken. Before long, the building would have no windows. The underlining
assumption of the theory to the understanding of crime and violence is that where any
fierce act of demonstration has gone unchallenged, un-checkmated, or not le_gltlmately
managed by the appropriate security agencies, it would create more violent acts
(Kelling and Coles, 1996; Skogan, 1990). The theory suggests that signs of physical
disorder (such indulgence such as psychoactive substances, cultism, unemployment,
lack of security patrol) in a neighbourhood can predispose such neighbourhood to
violence. The fundamental assumption of the theory is that physical disorder in a
neighbourhood can infringe the ways in which residents can wield social control.
Thus, lack of social control makes the neighbourhood prone to social disorder
activities such as public drinking, gambling, and brothels prostitution and the activities
of cult groups. Unfortunately, these activities further attract illegal commercial
criminal enterprises such as drug dealings which elevates the level of violence in the

neighbourhood (Sherman and Eck, 2002; Skogan, 1990).

This theory posits that the prevalence of disorder creates fear in the minds of citizens
who are convinced that the area is unsafe. Withdrawal from the community weakens
social controls that previously might have kept criminals in check. Once this process
begins, it feeds itself. Disorder causes crime, and crime causes further disorder and
crime, (Mc Keey, 2013). This theory is applicable to youth violence in the sense that,
when youth related violence occurs in a particular community, Baboko community of
Ilorin as an example, and there is little or no attempt by the government and other
stakeholders to take control of the situation, the violence has high probability of
repeating itself. In Baboko community, the issue of cultism is very rampant and the
community leaders, law enforcement agencies are not doing enough to curb the
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scourge, thereby lea;
n : :
the area. gto conflict and violence among members of the community in

Research Setting

Baboko i :
S . -
acommunity located in llorin West local government area of Kwara

State. T ;

Emirateh(ej (I;u?]é\l lWlas cl:lreated in October, 1991 and serves as the headquarters of Ilorin

ek gy - Its headquarters is in the town of Wara Osin area. Ilorin West Local
ntArea (LGA) of Kwara State lies within4°28' 10" E, 8°34' 28" N and 4°

' " ) ' 0 ;
33025 E,8°24'09 N._lt has an area of 105 km2 and a population of 364,666 at the
2006 census. The popqlatlon of the youth between the ages 20-39 in Ilorin West stands
at 112,198, representing 26% of the total population. Ilorin West has population
dens_lty of 3501 per square kilometer. Ilorin West serves as host for the state capital
administrative headquarters with major markets such as Oja- Oba, Oja-Tuntun, and
M_é}lldﬁ?e. The local government consist of twelve (12) electoral wards (Adewole,
Ajikobi, Alanamu, Badari, Baboko, Magaji-Nngeri, Ogidi, Oko-erin, Oloje,
Ojuekun/Sarumi, Ubandawaki and Wara/Osin/ Egbejila). The local government area

is been occupied by Yoruba people. It is bordered by Asa and Moro local government
areas.

Methodology

The study adopts descriptive research design to examine youth violence and
socio-economic development in Baboko community in Ilorin, Kwara State. The
research setting was purposively selected by the researcher due to his knowledge of the
area. In addition, purposive sampling was adopted to select the study participants from
the area. This is because of non-availability of sampling frame from which sample can
be drawn. Hence, two hundred and Fifteen (215) samples were drawn from the area.
Mixed method (qualitative and quantitative) was used to collect data from the
respondents. Two hundred (200) questionnaires were distrib.uted and 'retrie\./ed for the
respondents under qualitative method while fifteen (15) in-depth interviews were
conducted, three (3) each form community leaders, religious leaders, police officers,
local security groups (Vigilante), traders and school teachers in the area. They were
selected and interviewed because of their in-depth knowledge about issues around the
area. Three research questions were raised to guide the study and a self constructed
questionnaire tagged “Youth violence and socio-economic development in Baboko
community” was used in obtaining data from the respondents. The research questions
are 'to investigate the type of youths that participates in violence in Baboko
Community', 'to examine factors influencing youth violence in Baboko community'
and 'to ascertain the extent at which youth violence impedes socoi-economic
development in the area’. Quantitative data were analysed using descriptive statistics

(percentile and mean score method) while qualitative data were analysed using content
and thematic analyses.
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: : res :
it Hdligs, presents the analysis of the data collected and the discussion of

Table 1: Socio-Demographic characteristics of the respondents

Variables Frequencies P
S ercentage (%)
Gender
Male 129 64.5%
Female 71 35.5%
Total 200 100.0%
Age
15-24 S0 25%
25-34 17 58%
35-44 16 8%
45-54 12 6%
55 and above 5 3%
Total 200 100%
Academic
Qualification
No formal Education 60 30%
WAEC/Equivalent 56 28%
OND/NCE 64 32%
HND/BSC 18 9%
MSC/Ph.D. ) 1%
Total 200 100.0

(Source: field survey, 2019)

Table 1 shows frequency distribution of respondents by gender, age and academic
qualification. As shown in the table above, 64.5% of the respondents are male while
35.5% are female. This is such that male were more accessible than female and to a
large extent, the study is not gender biased. This also implies that male are the most
sampled respondents and male are liable to perform in the violent acts and more
predisposed to violence more than women. Age distribution of respondents reveals
that 25% of the respondents are less than the age of 24 years, 58.5% of the respondent
are between the ages of 25 and 34 years, 8% of the respondent are between the ages of

35 and 44 years, 6% of the respondent are between the ages of 45 and 5
39 are between 55 and above. This shows that most of the respondents
youth which accounted for 117 (58.5%), hence they are expec

4 years, while
of the study are
ted to provide

experienced opinions since the study centres on youth. 30% of the respondents have no
formal education, 28% of the respondent have WAEC or Equivalent as their highest
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lez,[iﬁcations, 32%, OND/NCE. 9o

gA,Sc/Ph.D. as their highest uEl,'?/o B.SC/HND, while 1% of the respondents have
Y99 of the respondents hav erE}\II Ications. More so, from the table, to a large extent
the respondent are literates, The mll)}ﬁﬁcif and tznlshs?uch it can be concluded that most of
tobe ablet : _ lon of this is that th

0 o understand and provide reliable information foriliissriﬁgs.e A"

Table 2: The type : .
Community type of youths involved in the violent activities in Baboko

SN Variables N "
enn Rank

?oulhs fr(‘\m neighbouring communities also participate 200 3.46 "
in these violent activities.

1

2 Onl,\" &.hc youths who abuse drugs and drink alcohol 200 3.30 i
participate in these violent activities.

k) The youths who involve in these violent activities are 200 3.10 3
within the ages of 15-35 years of age.

4  Only the unemployed youths participate in these violent 200 260 4"
activities.

5 All these youths are indigenes of Baboko community. 200 249 o

6  Only the educated youths participate in these violent 200 2.34 6"
activities.
Valid N (listwise) 200

Source: Field Survey (2019).

Table 2 discusses the youth involvement in violent activities. Youth involvements 11
violent activities were also ranked in order of their means to efﬁment.ly measure the
involvement of crime in the study area. The first ranked involvement 15 "Youths from
neighboring communities also participate in these violent activ1t1e§' which has amean
of 3.46. This implies that Baboko youths are not the only ones 1nvol\_/ed in violent
activities in the community. This was also corroborated by the findings from the
interview conducted in the area, a respondent emphasized that violence often
degenerates 10 Baboko community. According to the respondent, Baboko community

did not always initiate violence. The respondent says thus:

Many people think only Baboko youths fight but the Agaka and Adabata youths
also join them in the fighting. In fact, some of this violence often start from Agaka
and then expand to Baboko, but because of the violent nature attributed to this
community, many people think only the youths here involve in the violence.
(IDI/M/ TRADER/2019)

This clearly shows that youths from neighbouring communities also join Baboko
youth to foment trouble in the community. The second ranked is “Only the youths who
abuse drugs and drink alcohol participate in these violent activities” having a mean of
330, this is in line with the findings of Balogun (201 1) which explains that, drugs most
of the time interacts negatively with their brain and make them loose touch with reality,
as a result they engage in violent activities under the influence of the drugs. “The
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; entactivit; s

pird ranked in the study areq h;\ll\i]llltéeas o o the ages of 15-35 year

; & -35yearso
pondent th .

hat participate in
. eof 15-30. The res
%t is true that violence ha
mc?lgene of this comm
neighbouring communi

. es of fage”isthe
! 3. 1.0, this claim was also corroborated
, the respondent was of the

the so called vi
violence ar ' :
pondent says thus: ¢ mostly younger

ppens in thi . .

Ulll)ily ilt] ::lql: C(:]r?jmunny which I am not happy about as an

o d’o { .a ected me negatively. People from other

bl They e e I:10t like Baboko youth because of their violence

W s v sou o and other young guys from this community as thug
n, they are mostly between the ages of 15-30 years. i

(IDUM/RELIGIOUS LEADER/2019)

With the contents of th i : ,
that those who are i elque§t10{lnalre and findings of the interview, it was established
involved in violent acts are youths bet 15-3
fourth ranked perspecti a4 etween 15-30 years of age. The
dnenpleysd p thp ctives about youth involvement in violent activities is “Only the
i lin}; w'i,}?lli/[ S participate In these_ violent activities” which has a mean of 2.60
1 illepal ith Merton, (1938). According to him, youth will be more likely to engage
s gal activities and antisocial behaviours when they lack gainful employment.
er pe_rcezptlon of the respondent is; “All these youths are indigenes of Baboko
community (2.4}9.),.the last ranked crime is “Only the educated youths participate in
these violent activities”. (2.34). This came last just because the findings of the study
show that not only the educated youths are involved in the violence but also the non-
educated ones.

Table 3: Factor influencing youth violence in the study area

SN Variable N Mean Rank
1 Youth violence in this area is as a result of 200 4.02 1%
poverty.
2 Youth violence in this area is as a result of 200 3.39 2™
unemployment.
3 Youth violence in this area is as a result of 200 3.02 3n
alcohol intake.
4 Youth violence in this area is as a result of lack of 200 2.98 4"
early parental care.
5 Youth violence in this area is as a result of wrong 200 297 s
socialization.
6 Youth violence in this area is as a result of peer 200 2.94 6"
influence.
7 Youth violence in this area is as 3 result of 200 2,93 i
substance abuse.
8 Youth violence in this area is as resultof gang 200 2.90 8"
[cult] involvement.
9 Youth violence in this area is as a result of lack of 200 2.83 g

social order and control.

Valid N (listwise) 200

Source: Field Survey (201 9).
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0 3 .
; s%gwl;t?sv‘l‘%lgﬁtcﬁ in the study area are shown in Table 3. The most
having a mean of 4.02. Poverty's eff violence in this area is as a result of poverty”
variety of reasons, it can lead toyh§ ti] ects on youth crime can be explained through a
commit thef, robbery, or othe _lgl levels of stress that in turn may lead individuals to
‘widespread ity ,and rviolent acts (Br}ll, 2004). Shankyula (201 1) opines that
st b manasthl Ulf}employment deliberately unattended to by successive
infusasiog outhP 'Sll e for tbe spate of youth vnolenge'.Tl1e second-ranked factor
ey y involvement in the B'aboko community is “youth violence in this
1sasa resul} of unemployment” having a mean of 3.39, This is in line with Merton
(1938). According to his perspective, youth will be more likely to engage in illegal
activities and antisocial behaviours when they lack gainful employment. Other factors
fietalled in order of their severity and mean in the table s; «Youth violence in this area
is as a result of alcohol intake” having a mean of 3.02. The claim by Merton and the
c;])ntent of the table was corroborated by the findings of the interview, respondents say
thus:

The factors influencin
significant factor as

Many of them that we know are jobless we usually see them loitering around
uncompleted buildings when their mates are at work. There are some corners that
we cannot pass through because they are always sitting there and causing fear for
people passing by.

(IDVM/ TRADITIONALRULER/2019)

Some of them do not have any job they are doing, most of the time they
collect money from people constructing buildings 1n the area. We
usually see them in corners smoking and drinking, many of them are

from notable families and have good parents and are also cultists. I
personally do not believe that their parents, can encourage them to doso.

(IDYM/ POLICE OFFICER/2019)

Table 4: The extent in which youth violence impedes socio-economic development
in Baboko community
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SN

The mcu?ence of youth violence in the
community presents a negative picture of the

N Mean Rank

community,

'I‘hu1 fear of loss of life and property as a result of
violence can discourage intending strangers from

200 3.22  daad

establishing business enterprises in the
community.

3 The rate of vi

olence in this community often 200 3.1900 i

instils fear in the minds of people with lawful
intention.

The persistent occurrence of youth violence inthe 200 3.0800 4"

community has destroyed the existing facilities
and prevents the construction of new
infrastructures in the community.

The indigenes of the community might preferto 200 3.0450
invest somewhere else than within the Baboko
community for the fear of losing their investment.

h
Parents might take their kids to schools outside 200 2.8500 6'
the community because of fear of possible attacks
on the schooling environment.

s th
The thought of vandalising government properties 200 2.6750 7
can prevent the government from bringing social
amenities to the community.

th
The people living in the community might start 200 1.9350 8
moving out for the fear of loss of life and

property.

Valid N (listwise) 200

Source: Field Survey (2019).

The extent to which youth violence impedes socio-economic development in the stuc!y
area was displayed in Table 4. These extents were ranked in order of their means 1n

order to efficiently measure the extent in which youth violence impedes development
in the study area (Baboko community, Ilorin). The first ranked extent h_as a mean of
3.31 (The incidence of youth violence in the community presents a negative picture of
the community), this claim was corroborated by a respondent interviewed, he says

thus:

When I was first posted here in 2007 from Kogi State, the first thing I learnt from
my colleagues was that this is a violent community; my first impression of this
community was negative. The violence to me is not appropriate which is why 1
never brought my family to live withme in this community even though I live here.

(IDUM/TEACHER/2019)
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“The tfear (i):f loss of life and prop -
investors from establishi erty asares iolenc -
ranked in the e;:23i1§hlng business enlerl;)lrti(s)efsvioleiice can discourage prospective
community, llorin, h In which youth violence i:'\ : j community” is the scochd
celigionis v , having a mean of 3.22, since tl pedes d_evelopmcnt in Baboko
e prising, party clashes, shooti ) 1ese act of violence embrace murder,
sat bel,'y’ rape, rioting, vandalisn'i’and0 ing, stabbing, kidnapping for ransom, armed
sta llshl‘n & busitess eaiergia A .zis such mtendlpg strangers who are interested in
VlOleIice ia thils community o8 es or _nwcstmgﬂ will be discouraged “The rate of
good intention  is the third ran lfndn;lstll.ls fear in the minds of people with lawful and
of youth violence in the comm ed, havinga mean of 3.47,.“ The persistent occurrence
the constuation of AW infrasti'i?liy iias destroyed thecx:sting facilities and prevent
community is the fourth ranked hquies (schools, hospitals, event centres etc.) in the
sscio-cultiral problerts faol 1’1 ing amean of 3.053. This rcveals one of the greatest
might prefer to invest g human development. The indigenes of the community
6 st Wi oV St somfwhere else than within the Baboko community for the fear
gt es 1njlent ranked fifth, having a mean of 3.04, since youth violence
ok normapl . vls(llt 113 the residence and preventing the citizens from going about
od oy ork an as such no investment w1ll_ be made In the community, 2
spondent interviewed has something to say about this, he says thus:

nd the outcome Was not pleasant, I had to

I have witnessed some of this violence 2
ndigene of this community, but I

escape to my uncle's house at Sango. ] amnotan i
believe those fighting did not represent the community well. My shop was razed by

the hoodlums the first time and the second time my car wind screert was broken,
which is why I rented another shop at Opo-maly, I don't want 0 suffer any loss

again.
(ID/M/ TRADER/2019)
Discussion of Findings
From the analysis above, it was discovered thatnot only Baboko youths aré involved in
i er neighbouring communities also participated in
uch as

the violence 11 the community; oth uri .
the violence that often occur in the area. This 1s 10 emphasize that factors S
revalent in Baboko

cultism, unemployment, abuse 0

area and the neighbouring communities. In line with Balogun (2009), the presence 0

this enormous pool of idle youth, who are jobless and unskilled and sometimes

homeless, creates fertile ground for deviant activities including violence. Since they

ted, they become susceptible to violence, societies with strong
Jow percentage of youth violence

are idle and frustra
economies and low unemployment rates record a
 ated in an increase 1N urban crime of different types

(Balogun, 2009). This culminate
including drug trafficking and abuse by youth, all of which fuel violent activities

(Ukeje, 2007).

al that the age of the perpetrators of the violent acts ranges between
in substance abuse. According to NODC

(2018), African youths often engage in
ieties, running from liquor,

Findings also reve
15-30 years of age and they often engage

(2013) cited in Samson and Agberotimi
adopting varieties of psychoactive substances. The var
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made them be Ptly accessib ine, t
Perpetra sible to the e, Waiecy 9
unemployment were ldtOI‘S of social vices (Yusu¥02u(;] lgol)aegﬁllc:i;ﬁqu;geng ?]nd -
; : ) » peer influence and

- as a requirem '
the first law of nature (Kazir 20 110). éuﬁ?tg(;g:;sm r?]z]lg

instituti as they : e

Institutions and highways ; )l a!tac!( Innocent citizens in residential areas, mark

that fighting over superiz n'their bid to punish perceived rivals. Responde,ntsar -
rity and girls are the major factors that cause fight amonzzll?ﬁ

members while
§ some respondent ;
in . . s conclude t

strumental in youth violence in the b hat joblessness and drug abuse are

Nigerian cities unsafe

Findings a .
: gsalso x_‘eveal th.at youth violence presents a negative picture of the communit
nvestors, business-oriented indivi ; munity.
¢ . USIT individuals and other relevant bodies are discoura ed
rom investing in the community fi ~ ; o
viol : munity for the fear of loss of life and property as a result of
fellgileirtlicees _mtlthe community. Violence instills fear and also destroys the existing
i v n c]1e }Clom_mumty. Mom_s,.(2007) also identified some consequences of youth
o Ce, al“ | they include, morbidity, mortality, diminished quality of life, economic
3 s, social disruption, loss of poteptnals, psychological trauma and family disruption.
oss of lives and property, socio-economic stagnation, fear and social tension,
underdevelopment, moral decadence, bleak future for the youths and increase in
government expenditures are also some of the consequences of youth violence and can
have lasting effects on individuals and the society as a whole. From the above, it canbe
dec}uced that youth violence is a social problem that the Nigerian government should
str.we.hard to curb its occurrence and prevalence. Sanusi (2013) maintains that, If
Nigeria fails to invest in positive youth development initiatives today to educate the
growing youth population, she will spend billions tomorrow battling youth—related

conflicts and insecurity in the country.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the study examined youth violence and socio-economic development in
igeria. The study has succeeded in

Baboko community in Ilorin, Kwara State, Ni
enhancing our knowledge about factors responsible for youth violence and how this

undermines peace, security and socio-economic development in the area. Many of the

respondents believe that youth violence should not be condoned as it must be
eradicated. With the findings of this study, it can be concluded that violence in Baboko
community presents a negative picture of the community to the general public and has
only negative consequences on the community. Lastly, this study concludes that the
contributions of the law enforcement agencies to preventing youth violence in Baboko
community have not been very effective, and calls for more attention from the
government. The study, hereby, concludes that positive socialization of children by
their parents and the creation of more jobs for the youths by the government are both
essential to maintaining peace and orderliness as well as curbing the prevalence of
youth violence in the Baboko community of Ilorin, Kwara State.
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Recommendations

Based on the findi
ines ofthi " "
gs of this study, the following recommendations are made:

L Thi
J 1s study recomm
: Y end !
wilth Sk WG j_‘hl}t government should empower the police
finds out that t}l: and infrastructure such as patrol vans, The study
Smihs bt i el police are sometimes overpowered by the fighting
e s violence breaks out in the community all because they
equipment to subdue the fighters
ilitate joint operations between the
p. The vigilante group has the
identify the hideouts of the

Kwara state government should fac
police and the community vigilante grou
local knowledge of the area and can
suspects 1n case of violence. This type of operation will enable large
apprehension and detention of suspects and criminals will serve as
deterrence for others who have crime potentials.

3. Governmont ghould include the services of social workers and
psychologlsts in the rehabilitation of offenders of youth violence.
iti d psycho-social

Some of these perpetrators have some C
factors that make them predispose to violence Social workers an_d
' nizing this type of factors; It

ps'ychologists are very essential In recog
will help to cure and treat some of the offenders rather than punis

them.

4, Government should creat

respondents inthe study s

social behaviour because they lack employment.

an in the community should re-socialize their peers
I youth in the

ues in the society. The
o be contributive members of the

!\)

e more jobs for the youths. A finding from the
hows that many of the youths indulge in anti-

5. Parents and guardi

towards the norms and val

community should be encouraged t
community.

6. Strict and direct Jegislation should be made prohibiting cultism,

. take and substance abuse and strict punishment (such as

imprisonment for a period not Jess than 5 years) should be stipulated. If
strict punishment is given to every person involved in the vices, this

will serveasa form of deterrence.

uth violence in socially
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