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A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE PERCEPTION
OF PEOPLE ON SECONDARY EDUCATION IN THE
NIGERIAN AND JAPANESE EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEMS.

Aburime,‘Aminat Ozohu;
Abubakar A and Oniye M.I:

Abstract

This paper analysed comparatively the implementarion and policy of
secondary education in the Nigerian and Japanese educational system.
Attempts were made to find out major similarities and differences in the
philosophy and objectives, curriculum content, funding and administration
of secondary education of both systems. The paper also investigated the
historical, economic, political and socio-cultural sources of such similarities
and differences.

A descriptive survey and historical research design were employed.
Tvo instruments were developed, a questionnaire tagged “Questionnaire on
Nigerian and Japanese Secondary Education™ (ONJSE) and a structured
interview for personnel at the Japanese Embassy in Abuja and Federal
Ministry of Education, llorin, Kwara State, Nigeria. An observation schedule
was also used and critical analysis of documents was done by the researcher
to gather necessary information. Because of the open-ended nature of the
research, 25 out of 31 policy makers and Educational administrators in the
state and Federal Ministry of Education and officials at the Japanese Embassy
in Lagos and Abuja were selected using a purposive sampling technique.

Data collected for the study were analysed. Percentage was used to
analyse the research questions. Findings showed that there was a slight
difference in the philosophy objectives, curriculum content, funding and
administration of secondary education in both countries. The findings also
revealed that a list of political, economic, historical and socio-cultural factors
were responsible for the major similarities and differences. Fromthe findings,
lessons were drawn from Japan on how Nigeria can improve upon its
educational system. Practical suggestion was proffered on how 1o improve
secondary school education in Nigeria based on lessons from Japan.
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56
For (’\'(71)117/(’ ir was (I'i.\‘c'()w,'l‘(?d that Japan incorporates its l””-k'“mv(»

and{rz.zdilioﬂ into its educational systen and policy. The Japanese secondep, |
: vocational and technical education, | ‘1'c;\- :

encourages

;

&

E

sehool curriculum o o B g f

philosophy of education in Nigeria should lay Mo { y

i

|

l

recommended that the
emphasis on scientific ¢
education and that the

nd technological education, vocational and techpje,,
curriculum must be functional to cater for the peeqy

of the child and the industrial need of the nation. Nigeria as a nation Musy t
also imbibe a maintenance culture. [;
{

Introduction :
Background to the Study "
Education is part of life which is deliberately controlled and in whig, 4

ious plan. That is, the pattern of i

experiences are developed according to a conscl
education is determined by the needs of the society asa whole, and that society ng C

matter how willingly receptive it may be to the ideas of the educational philosopher’s

cannot wait for the results of philosophical speculation (always changing and always a
mutually antagonistic to crystallize themselves out into a conscious programme I
that can be faithfully applied to serve immediate educational needs and interest il
and to meet that challenges of time. (Mallinson, 1996). v
The aim of education is to lift the mind out of blind alleys. Educationis S
securing for everyone the conditions under-which individual is most completely b
C

developed. It is the process of training the industry of man, in its manifold varieties,
and in its organized totality, to the highest pitch of excellence it is capable of attaining.

The purpose of education in Nigeria as spelt out by the National Policy on Education S
(NPE, 2004 Revised) include “to use education as a tool to achieve its national

objectives, to make sure education is relevant to the needs of the individual and P
set i_tS goal in terms of the kind of society desired in relation to the environment and .
realities of the modern world and rapid social changes” (p. iv). It should be oleAL :
that not only is the problem of education a new one for each succeeding generation ;
b;:t also the ‘farious social system of the nation as a whole are more than ripe for2 i(
f ange. %%am, the eﬁ%fctive agents in this preparation for change are: e
X i e growth' of industrial organization -
| 1€ extension of education | .

: | }I‘]he growth of §cience "
: Irr:; egrr:t\i?;'t: (;)f Invention; and an i
45 ters e uener ey ofopportuityforall. g (e

erent education policies and manners of thinkIng i

- distributed : ~
= amongst the nations, so are there different methods of approach e 1

- _"‘ﬁ.;?»r.(‘?_bl-e.l_ns.that are common to a] nations

WS
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liillli}kll (~00-) dl‘ covered th"lt most nati
- ) ) S < ne thnS eSpCCiaHV in Afri
yim Afl‘lca ha\-’e

problems in their educational systems. Deviating from this view the]

several important beliefs about education, eSpebciallv com ulS(; l'e T
all children have the ability to learn the material: that'effonp e 13; “ehooling: th
discipline. ' - Perseverance and self-

Justabout one hundred years ago, Japan was still trying to understand weste
technology. although Japanese now affirm that they are developing thei m
traditional technolc.)gy pamllel to‘that of E}ll‘()pe and not unclerstand;]g i:;:rﬁ
teglllloloé’}’- Japan did this ‘S“?CGSSIT““Y within fifty years and by 1939 it was already
a %11‘st-clas§ w'orld power; dlSpl.ltlllg world monopoly of air and sea commands
\Vlzih bthe allllf§ 1tn the l;ar Iiast. T.h;si \\f;;t}he result of its qualitative education nursed
and brought into production within fifty years. Japan learns fast, indigeni ,
ideas faster and implements them with tremendous fmditional eisetr; ?olil?;iisnz;z
of the nation. -

The general goal of secondary education can be summarized into four broad
areas according to (Adeyinka, and Ogunsaju, 1984). These are the goals of: Self
realization on the part of the youth, good human relationship which helps the youth
in building up good human relationship with others in his society, economic efficiency
which demands that the youth should be familiar with the basic requirements in
some occupations: and to be a broad based education for the youth so that he will
be able to appreciate honest differences of opinion on basic issues, respect
constituted authority, accept some civic duties and upholds the ideas of the society.

Statement of the Problem o
The aim and purpose of secondary education in Nigeria focus on howto
oher education through the West African

prepare those who are capable for hig catl nth !
Examination Council (WAEC), National Examination Comnusswg G\TEC.O&:E:}
University Tertiary Matriculation Examination (U'T.I\/IE) .alS(.) tlm?uglzl e ii?:c];ﬁonai
Osokoya (1995) observed that Nigerians inability to indigenize the e

' velopment.
policy and system has greatly affected the educanonacl1 systemn ;I;cti :;lese Ii)mo -
I iti ncorp
' ns and language and1
cdoentonal sysom.Thy e lang : compulsory and students must

educational system. Thus, Japanese language ;“the most persistent criticisms of
1 3 : eo ) 7 ’ .
take two subjects in Japanese language: On D oyment ket

it’ - alities |
secondary education s that it’s not §¢&! efl to the re'illl 1 e 30,000 students
Inastudy conducted in 1995, it was discovered tha

29, were from

' ovel. only 6,000 or 12

terminating their course at the secondary 1€’ 3!, 0 Iy o s thit A
institution designed for terminal courses: The imp

Jevel were ill-equipped for
- lerminating their educational carcer atthe secondary e X it s
3R the labour market in terms of { _

he acquisition of relevan
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Thus. there is the need to fill this gap by analyzing the major Sl.mllfdrities and
differences in the implementation and policy of secc?n.dar}’ education in Nigeri,
and Japan and what specific historical, econ.omic, poll.tlcal an‘gl, cultural' factors are
responsible for the broad similarities and differences 11 the two sub-systems

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to find out major specific differences ang

similarities inherent in the implementation and policy of secon.dary educationin the

Nigerian and Japanese educational systems. The study spec1.ﬁca¥ly a§cenained;

1.  Thesimilarities between secondary school educationin Nigeria and Japan
in the areas of philosophy and objectives.

The differences between secondary school education in Nigeria and Japan
in the area of curriculum content.

3. The historical, economic, political an

t

d cultural sources of the differences

and similarities.
4 Whether ornot there is any significant difference in the philosophy, curriculum
contents and funding.

Research Questions
The study aimed at finding answers to the following questions:

1. What are the similarities and differences in the philosophy of secondary education
in Nigeria and Japan?

9 What are the similarities and differences in the curriculum content of secondary
education in Nigeria and Japan?

3. What are the similarities and differences in funding and administration?

4. What are the historical, economic, political and cultural sources of the differences
and similarities?

Methodology

In this study, the historical and descriptive survey method of research were
employed. According to Osokoya (1995), the historical research is the systematic
resee}rch for facts relating to questions about the past which aids current decision
making. Verma and Bond (1981) hold the view that survey method seems to have
the advantage of being an effective way of collecting data from a large number of
sources. Survey research requires systematic collection of data, personal intervieW
and scale opinion questionnaire (Durosaro, 1985).
Fal s '.Ihe‘pbpulatiqn of this study consisted of policy makers and educational
~ administrators in the state and Federal Ministry of Education and officials at the

T Japanese Embassy in Lagos and Abuja. The target population were the officials at
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the Federal Ministry of Education in Kwara State and the o fficials at the Japanese
Embassy in Abuja and Lagos. Twenty-five (25) out of fifty-one (5 1) educational
administrators at the Federal Ministry of Education in Horin Kwara State and
Japanese embassy in Abuja were selected using a purposive sampling technique.

The study was carried out through the use of questionnaire and structured
interview,

The study involved the comparison of two educational systems 1.e. Japan
and Nigeria. Quantitative and qualitative techniques were carried out. Percentage
was used to answer the general questions with support of Bar Charts.

Results

Philosophy And Objectives

SIN| Aspectof Responses Total

Education Responses

Agreement Disagreement Nigeria Japan
Nig. Japan Nig. Japan
(Prop)(%) | (Prop)(%) | (Prop)(%) | (Prop)(%)

1 Self-reliance 60 100 40 0
2 Science &technology 66.7 100 33.3 0
3 Moral values 93.3 100 6.67 0 15 10
4 Science education 6.67 100 83.3 0
5 Implementation 86.7 90 13.3 1
6 Practical 80 100 20 0
7 Relevance 73.3 100 26.7 0
8 | Appropriate

instruction resources 6.67 100 933 0
9 | Products contribution 26.7 100 {913 0
10 | Remuneration 0 100 100 0
1 | Statusofteaching 26.7 100 73.3 0
12 | Quality textbooks 60 100 40 0
13 | Supervision 6.67 100 93.3 0
14| In-service training 73.3 100 26.7 0
15 | Hardworking 66.7 100 33.3 0
16 | Indigenous medium

ofinstruction 73:3 100 26.7 0
17 | Free boarding system 0 90 100 10

~ Fig 1: Bar Chart of Positive Responses on Aspects of Secondary Education in Nigeria and Japan
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o . Japanese boys at all levels. This istom
iy ; ¢ . rschoo
. should they terminate their education at the secondary

Aburime, Aminat Ozohy; Abubakqy Aand o
. niye M. 1.
Summary of Fmdmgs ‘

From the data analyg;
'11 S1¢ [ . .
]lWZlSdiSC()Verch{h :t.:}mlollowmglsasummuryof'thcmq‘c findi
licy of philosophy and ob; atthere are dlffcrenccsinthc' o 'f’d'"i,’,-‘%-
policy of f phy and objective, curticulum, mplementation and
of secondary education in the Ni content, f

< hndin e t Tt rert s
. - gerian and Jp gand administration
also discovered that secondary

school teac} nese educational systems, It wag
oy . ac ‘ler ] ans are ’ ‘
and diligent while poor remune SInJapan are very hard working

: ration of teacherc h
Nigeria. hers hinders teachers’ efficiency in
The data collected showe

6]

for the differences in secondary educ

ation in Nigeria and Japan These diffe
have no doubt affected the products either nocir: pan. hese differences
rpositively or negatively in their acadermic
abilities. y or negatively in their academic

From the informati - : :

discovered that indigenozilt:)slcl:iiitcheear;(:l (t):cmh: oyl conducted i i

= ology elevated Japan to what it is
today. This is because of the attention given to it at all educational levels and has
affected all sectors in Japan.

Above all, Japan has licensed teachers that are well equipped, there is
proper in-service training for secondary school teachers, funding is appropriate,
the secondary school curriculum is geared towards the needs of the society,
education is to make individual child functional and creative. To crown itall, there

is proper implementation of policies and a maintenance culture in the Japanese
cducational system.

Conclusion

What a nation makes out of its educational system determines the level of
development in that nation. It was discovered that Japanese s-econda.ry sc':hooci
philosophy on education emphasizes functionalism and the curncylum is tallofe
to the needs of the child and the industrial needs of the nation. andmg of ec?ucatmr;
is adequate and administration is superb. This is not true of ngeng asc;"l;;lgzzeal

from the findings of the study. Japan incorporated its culturle mlto tu::S (l)lne ofits
system and indigenizes idea to make her move forward.. ta ;(j)ch g
dialects as a medium of instructions at all levels of education w

lingua-franca. ; : me making
3 Also, the Japanese pays attention to technological education. s ,

. i i wpulsory for
s i 1o industrial arts are also COMpISOLY
S nesbor sl lowls e Whllzeilirel them skilful, creative and self-reliant

1]evel. There is what
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Thus. much of the official school life

10 acouisition of practical skills. teaching correct attitudes and moral values and
: ith the aim of creating a citizenry that is both literate and

| basic values of culture and society. The trail of human history is
marked by the wreckage of those nations which have used their education merely
1o perpetuate what existed. Dynamic and progressive nations demand more of
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their education than more perpetuation of the status-quo ante. Hence, we should

cemand an education system which takes leadership in piloting and manning a
present and a future which will assure a better life for all.

Lesson from Japan

1. Japan has a strong democratic and egalitarian system where citizens have
equal rights and equal educational opportunities.

2. In Japan the law takes precedence over any educational matters. The legal
and political sectors weigh the policies before taking any educational decision.

3. Japan has a multi-track system of education: a kind of education that paves
way for diversification.

4. Japan i:s mono-¢thnici.e. it has one major ethnic group. Its mono-ethnic nature
gavenise to cultural homogeneity; this makes uniformity possible among the

3 cxm@r}a, Hence, Japanis uni-cultural in nature, '

3. Ja;;an 1sunilingual. It makes use of one indigenous language which isused asa

Lingua- Francaand a medium of instruction in schools,
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6. Japan has a special curriculum which is both terminal and preparatory.

1. Sccx.mdary ‘cducmion‘ in Japan is geared towards the need of the society and
the industrial need of the nation.
8. Subjects which are pluralistic in nature
Arithmetic
Mathematics
Geometric
Civil Education
Social Studies
Sexuality Education
Graphics
Fine Arts Sculpture
Painting
9. Home Making is compulsory for Japanese girls and fisheries and Industrial
Atts for boys. Education in Japan is based on two things — Science and Japanese
language.
10. Education in Japan is scientific and empirical. Japanese education emphasizes
functionalism.
11. Artist in Japan relate all their ideas, imagination and artistic work to science
and this helps for the technological advancement in the country.
12. Japan encourages indigenous science and technology.
13. In the automobile industry, there is the convergence of science and art, nature
and human creativity in balance. The liberal arts are given a scientific touch;
empirism is applied in all facets of the educational system.

are taught pluralistically. For example;

Recommendations -
Based on the findings and conclusion drawn in the study, the following
recommendations are put forward:

Policy Makers ;
Policy formulators on education should ensure that secondary sch.oc.)l_‘.
philosophy on education emphasize functionalism. The philosophy shou%ci be reahstlc
and practicable. The philosophy should emphasize.mass educapon-wghqg;
compromising quality. There should be periodical review of th¢ ptulqsoph
objectives for relevance. o
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i ' : iriculum relevant
Currieulum Flanner 1d make secondary school ct .
anners shoutc 17 ds off the nation, the curriculum

The curriculum pl ) . s
to meet the needs of the child and the industri

i > const
must be child-center. The curriculum sh(l)uld be
changing trends both nationally and globally.

antly reviewed to reflect

: "ME). . . irie
ation (FM®J feducation policies. There should

. e "
»deral Ministry of Edu )
rede ementation o

. v in the nation 'S¢ < ] I V
be a maintenance ClthI'C m CI'VIC(

help boost their morale.
e Seconsz'i 3’]Zﬁl}gog:gifgffzg\;l:::te inpfrastructurc gnd instruction:al
resourg;?;?:;gcﬁve training. Learning f.acilit‘ies and instmctlol'](z;l TE'SOUF]C?S l} 1‘1
schools should be improved, and standard libraries sboulq be provided in sc ?oo 5
Instructions in secondary schools should be skill-oriented tp help make .thc
product skilful and creative. Science Laboratories, Home Economlcs Laboratories,
Artand Technical Workshops should be made available in secondary schools.

Teachers N e
Secondary school teachers must recognize that functional education is

fundamental to all areas of academic endeavours, so the teachers must always
make teaching interesting to motivate the students.

Teachers should lay emphasis on the teaching of basic skills in the secondary
level so as to have concrete foundation to build upon and thus enhance creative
skills. This will lead to the development of the students in post secondary and later
inlife.

‘ They should endeavour to select those textbooks that would enhance
teaching and learning and good performance among others.
equipp];}é?ﬁl;;ifo?j Jeiigfe@l, attend seminars and workshops to get them
on ¢ g1veassignment on daily basis, Students should also be
couraged to read science story books, magazines, comic and dailies
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