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FORE\VORD

All thanks are due 10 Allah, the Giver of language, the Subject of religion and the Ulti
Teacher, Who taught man what he knew not _(Q.96:5). May His peace and blessings be Eltlmat'e
d (SAW), the illiterate Prophet who preached and worked to pon his
e of the Book of Light. May the grace of th:I;:Ohle
ayer

Noble Messenger, ‘ :
humans and develop humanity with the guidance of
be upon his household, companions and followers till the Day of Finality.
onolithic and unidirectional phenome
non, our existence i
€ 18

Given that life js not a m ( .
essentially a network of inter-connected and interlinked variables. As it is said that one’
one’s net worth, the more of these variables an individual is able to combine, th one’s network is
and successful s/he is in navigating the stormy waters of life and reaching the’sh € more developed
glory. In fact, it is the combination of these variables that gives credence and ore of success and
essence and existence of a person. relevance to both the

Moreover, the development of a nation is often proportion
or people. As all life is about development and all develgpmentaisoa:)he de.velo_pn.lem of its citizens
desideratum to harness and combine values and virtues that brin bout life, it is an unassailable
guarantee national development. In other words, no nation can dg about human development and
resources and for human capital to be developed, the roles of la evelop. bf?yond its human capita]
be over-emphasised as core variables that engender pro ngHage, _rehgmn and education cap

. L.'imguage is a mental marvel and a divine gift iBTGSS and c3v111sation_ nnot

meaning in their life. It is the basis of all develo gtven e_Kcluslw.ely to human beings t ;
without the language in which it would b pment as 1t is inconceivable to imagi - i
g el IO e couched or delivered. It i agine development
er level of development the world ha ed. It 15, therefore i
written or other forms of 1 s reached today is bar B not accidental that
ns of language before being con _rooted In 1deas expressed i
Language gives expression to religion wh‘{erted to reality. Sod. T enl,
century defined as a “feeling of absolute depe d’ ICh Friedrich Schleiermacher i
only by nature homo loquens pendence” on God. That human n the late 18th
person/personality) is rooted in the a gispe.akmg being) but also ho s or ho.m-a P ool
h:lplessness and sought refuge in th I:j quity. Man since the time of Creat"no religiosus (religious
shat-those Wi {patire God or o e divine or the supernatural. This is t;iol.l hac! always realised his
and ideologues that catch thei fl‘n to disbelieve in Him still depend striking till today in the sense
_ irreligious and anti-religi Ir fancy. Everyone certai pend on gods, deities, phi .
anti-religious. ertainly has a sense of religion philosophies
Both language and religion reflect i of religion including the
-the bea'uty it and perfection it is capabl ect in education, the process of givi
In making its recipient a Total M pable of, according to Plato. In fact giving the body and soul all
i il Wi e e Aan or a complete perso : , the essence of education li
Ty Yd Epos:tmty radiates from him ba pd n who is balanced in langu cation lies
hands or deeds. Education is sed on the goodn : age and religion
mdeugls and power national dfﬁifig” the accumulation of vafszsoill::is i and i
Jne Pel'SOnality h . ment. virtues that em
devotion and lity who embodies the tri s
educati : angular ha e s
AGAS Olulags A 1 onal success is Prof. Abdul Gani rmony of linguistic compet w
fhom s st Y A linguist par excellence with anty Abdus Salam Oladosu, f; = D
ative Yorub : a native-like , famously kno
foremost Univers; a, Prof. Oladosu is al ; control of both Arabi e
niversity like the Universi also a leading religi rabic and English a
all-round and qualj e the University of Ilori gious figure and Im ' P
Sl quality education is evi orin for decades. He i am/Chief Imam of
identified b ucation 1s evident, ind . He 1s also a man i ¥
y Prof. Al : 5 , Indeed, one of th : n in whose per :
Islami 1 Mazru : e few in : personality
slamlc/E_'flstem and modem/wle: glaring tl?rough the combinatio\:;,}mf{n the.Af?‘Can triple heritage
situat dIt 1s within this frameworlfn}?qufahon' of the indigenous/traditional
ated as a multi-di ; rk of triple herita ’
ti-dimensional intellectual. The E}e i Pr(?f' Oladosu’s scholarshi ;
essage his scholarshi p can be rightly
1p appears to pass across to



(he world is dominated b
= y th :
well as l‘f;hg:ous knowledge :ndEnghsh la“gUage o B
of Nigeria are therefore sy Virtues should be th not mean that traditional mores and values as
heritages just like Prof, Ola%posec‘ to be justly bala rown overboard. The 21% century Muslim youth
Meanwhile, thi Osu, for their 1jf; nced (Q2:143) and combine the Mazruian triple
» this valuable e to have full meani
pevelopment: A Festschrift ; book, Langua aning.
Jcademic memento in recogni n Honour of prof, ge, Religion and Education for National
erations and im cognition of a man wh essor AGAS Oladosu, is a fitting and befitting
e lici pacting positive] 0 has devoted his life to imparting knowledge in many
Janguage, religion and education in w}ltl_on our local and global society through the instruments of
of the themes explored in the book a rel?h he is well versed. As a matter of fact, the depth and breadth
has bestridden the University of Ilorin ]lillzt a fraction of what represents the versatile honouree, who
5 It is an honour for me to be asso e a colossus in a successful career of almost four decades.
spiritual space with him over the pa ciated with Prof. Oladosu and share the same academic and
aragraphs to hcralc_l an academic vopast t-hree decades. It is also a privilege to write these few
that have bee_n of mterest to Prof 5(’)183mt0 discourses on and discursive interventions into issues
developing Nigeria, enhancing her i adosu, a man who has been consistently passionate about
of nations. man capital and making her regain her status in the community
It is my fervent ho .
‘ pe that : 5
Oladosu in academic gold, in I::::i bl?.()k will serve its purpose, apart from deservedly etching Prof.
towards achieving national develo oking thoughts, providing paradigms and stimulating actions
 religion and adequate attention to egme“-t through the proper use of language, peaceful practice of
teachers, intellectuals, policy makucancm in Nigeria. I, therefore, recommend the book to scholars,
ers and general readers as I believe the book ultimately has

something for everyone who is educated enough to appreciate it.

Prof. Raheem Adebayo Lawal,
Former Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic),

University of Ilorin,
Ilorin, Nigeria.
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PREFACE

v i ional development
geat, e OO ation to nation op
In the name qf Allah, the Eﬁ:ﬁi of language, religion ar-ld ?:fv B e amst iy il and
e over-arss Elhat th:;:gerated Thiningven Bue N:fi;enous languages in an ignoble
-siressed or € .
ﬁfl?r:g:ntg (::‘c:?;rfi; mentality make peo

. st ﬂ:}? - leading to social contradictions and
mbine them,
i i i ' s), rather than cO
infatuation with the foreign one(s),
political concussions.

Part of the contradictions evident 1n t;llerepglgﬁ
practice and high rate insecurity al?d cnmfa,hw ?usness "
better as human beings. Religion without righteo e
whereas righteousness, with its embedded love, g

eart of religion. .
- thggsides, it is f;l)parent that education appears
education because there is a mismatch between the goa

e o dm ﬂlishgtl)lll:ilore than ever before, with schools and
; S g
development and more Nigerians are attending

; : ue of education appears to be

JL I e e T e pmport;‘mlllsc;wtgfs ‘:ll;ke, resulting in the unenviable

diminishing or vanishing among the leaders and the fo Wi Bork: anil thie high saiiliing of the
branding of Nigeria as the global capital (chf poverty by the Wor

ntry in the corruption and terrorism indices. ' ) o ;

cou H)’HOW v lanl;uage, in its generic term; religion, in its absolute sense; z:n-d ‘;:]1?0:;:,)‘;1’1{12 zl;itlsl
ramifications be explored and translated to the desired national developmen ;n gt e sl ‘
the three fundamental concepts guide Nigerians in particular and Africans at large to the = 0
peace, development and security that has eluded us fo_r some years? What sﬁatege§ 01'15 ps are
Nigerians supposed to deploy or take in order to make Nigerians the be.st they ean be using anguage,
religion and education as guiding posts? These are some of t¥1e salient questions that this book,
produced in honour of a language expert and polyglot, religious leader and scholar as well as
educator and educationist, Professor Abdul Ganiy Abdus Salam Oladosu, at-tempt to answer.

A collection of essays and academic papers by experienced and budding scholars, Language,
Leligion and Education for National Development: A Festschrift for Professor Abdul Ganiy
AJdus Salam Oladosu is a book that explores the intricate relationships and various dimensions of
the three identified themes, language, religion and education. These themes are analysed and
deconstructed one way or another with their applications to national development in Nigeria

highlighted both implicitly and explicitly. The book, which contains 33 chapters, is divided into five
sections, with its symbolism as a guide.

Section One, “Connecting Language, Religion and Education”, contains five chapters and

Section Two, “The Cross-roads of National Development” comprises 10. While Section Three,
themed “Perspectives on Language in Education”, consists of seven chapters, both Sections Four

and Five, or “Religion in the Service of Education” and “Education in the Service of Religion”

i 1 ligious
i roliferation of places of relig
lsio:)thneispt.o make people closer tq Gofi an_d
. ars to be the order of the daj_,' in Nigeria
p(:)eacefulness and kindness, is supposed

iling Nigeri igeri failing

failing Nigerians or Nigerians are
tolzeofacdugation and the character of many of
Though education is the bedrock of

In Chapter One of the First Section, the book makes a grand opening with “Arabic Education
in South West Nigeria: The Role of Private Arabic Sch

: : i ools (PAS)” in which Prof, AGAS Oladosu
discusses how Private Arabic Schools have shaped and moulded the teaching and learning of Arabic
in Y(_Jrubaland. In Chapt_pr- Two, “The Contributions of Professor Oladosu to the Development of
g{a?IE.Langu;ge ?HS lt;"(éllllture”, Dr Musa Hussain Muhammad Bashir Arikewusola provides a
riet biography of Prof. Oladosu while highlighting how hj : : d Arabic
language and culture in Nigeria, ghting how his scholarship has impacted Ara
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In his inte]
|anguage as C(m[;iiecn.la”y e
II hree, Pl(;}f; ‘Raheem
anguage themes in the G by
ey 'l -1 lo Ses a 1 1
credence to the divizy TIous Q> N eclectic crit;

A € origj ndin ;
Examination of Cgq gin of ¢, g out ultimate e
Nigeria”, CO—Wn'rte: g;‘;erslal IssueS?nt (:'k' v Chaplelry Ft:ﬁ: nz‘(I)dfm lmgdmStlc i is
! _ . : ; S » Islam and its Polemics: A
Muibudeen Aiky 5 Slakg alek Ahih Bukhay among th ‘ : 'y
interplay of S“Peﬁo:-]i?yAbd‘_l"ahi Ab;lllll I?a du]raheem, Hassagn Aii?ﬁ;ig:ﬁ%%_ Ulama in Ilorin,
book of hadith, the atte:;}d ieriory compz]iq’ delves into scholarly disagree;l;;?r; %gg:;-zmig
i 0 X i
to how translation mOtiVat:s ()si drs amiy A} dii ;“;?ng II_lIorm scholars on the status of a prominent
u ah, UL AL Ajidagba and Yunus Alivu
yu is drawn

School Students’ Perceny: ents ¢
3 e 0 lea . .
Studies in Ilorin, Nig eri:f,lon on Effee 'Venfgls Ig?fxlcbs-tlldles better in Chapter Five, “Secondary
The Second Sect;. rabic Texts Translations in Learning Islamic
Ction beo; : g
Human Tran g gins w 3
s Dsrf CXEI&U On: An Apga ]yﬁc:lh Schapter Six, the “Influence of Prophetic Characteristics on
: ubakar Abdullap, tudy of Selected Themes in Albusairi’s P i 7
the virtues of truthfy] a Salaty and p . usairt’s Prophetic Eulogy
sk 3 ness, rof. Isa Alabi Abubakar analyse the need to emulate

22 d < Proph
Olajide and Usman A. Ajidagb, ap ra‘.’ ®t Muhammad (SAW). Besides, while Drs Stephen Billy
suggest connecting literacy, ¢ Praise “Literacy for more Effective Governance in Nigeria” and

: ducatig
Seven, the preoccupation of Surajuq M and good governance for national development in Chapter
Judeen Adewale Badry and Victoria Oludunni Ogunniran, authors

of Chapter Eight, or “Creati
ST > ative and Criti S e
Appr‘f’ach » 18 evident, apart from col;ltlcal'Thmk}ng Through Yoruba Literature: A Problem-solving
: ihive Lgosmg arich Yoruba poem to eulogise Prof. AGAS Oladosu.
A ".";11 tatt(;mpts an analysis of “Using Arabic Language for
Both Chapters T - inter-faculty Lecturers” Views” in Chapter Nine.
p €n and Eleven address the subject of religious education with reference to

e o '© sustainable development in Nigeria. While Dr Ojo Oludare David argues for the
Ijuvenadon @ religious edu-catmn as a way of awakening the moral and spiritual wellbeing of
ngfna’ @ .country enn-leshed 1n crime, corruption, kidnappings, killings and all sorts of violence in
his “Religious Education for Sustainable Development”, the duo of Numgba Akwaki Akwaki and
Abraham Ray Jamberlang explain how man’s inhumanity to man, apart from other factors, has
negated the essence of sustainable development and canvass traditional and religious moral
revivalism among Nigerians in “Religious Moral Education for Sustainable Development in Africa:
The Nigerian Experience.

In the same vein, Chapters Twelve and Thirteen focus on Arabic, both in English and Arabic
respectively. In Chapter Twelve, “The Teaching of Arabic aqd Islamic Stufji‘es in I_\Iigen'a and its
Implications for National Sec urity” is exam.ined by Prof. I}Jrahlm Ishaq Qlaylw‘?la with reference to
the challenges of insecurity ravaging Nigeria. Moreover, in Chapter Thirteen, “The Role of Arabic

y 3 t in Nigeria” by Dr Shaikh Jawondo Ayinde provides op_vtions on
Schools in Ecunomic Developmen ghrough curriculum reform with a view to making their

that Arabic Schools can play t : ' _

the roles tha liant. not beggars, apart from guaranteeing national security. )
praduands self-re s d Fifteen are peace-related. In Chapter Fourteen, “Between

Meanwhile, Chapters Fou;f Ztagf Peace in Human Relations as Envisioned by Islam”,

. : : a e 5
Extremlsn} - Vldence{:f £§unks the association of Islam with violence by tlheE égno?nt gnc:tg:
Aminulahi Adetoro T Dr Mahfouz Adedimeji in his “Fostering Fl’l,nc'u}(l)'nr;l1 : (;I}T: lt(:rlFiyfteen
misinfoned. U 1_115 part,. I:Iigeria: Islamic and Western PerSpectlvetsh;th ;I;emised oI:1 functionai
for Peaceful Coexistence 11

] coexistence -
ituati ludes ion that the current reality
foeri tion and cONCIUt alanced education tha
M- ngenatr} Slm:;lapan from stressing b
education is imperative,

demands.

that peacefu
the need for
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author traces the history of teacher e
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; ter Seventeen, Kamaldeen K.
ation in the Cog%?&;:dckzg;eji Ajani use descriptive and
Oladosu, Nafisat A. Adedokun-Shittu, T A. San?;?z:cei ved Uselfulness and Ease of Use of Social
inferenti;il statistics to analyse f‘z-f\ral'nlc Studenslfa & with interesting fir dings. In the next Chapter,
Media for Learning in Universities in Kwara ffect Arabic language since the end of the Sokoto
ih M. Jum’ah Alaso examines how reforms 2 o Wt
Bz Sl 6, /8 ic in Education Reforms in Nigeria. _
caliphate in “The Place of Arabic in Educa e are not only in Arabic but also explore tl}emes
Chapters Nineteen, Twenty and Twenty-on < Laboratory for the Teaching of Arabic as a
i i discipline. In his “Utilisation of Languag e laboratory to teach
A iddi llahi canvasses the use of languag _ ;
Second Language”, Musa Siddiq Abdullahi X Jimba in Chapter Twenty provides an overview
students of Arabic. While Prof. Moshood Mahmud Jim! ities: The Reality, the Challenges and
of the “Research in Arabic Language in ng'enan])lrh}l(l:z;zlmelsl;rahim highlights “The Educational
Suggested Solutions” and offeffs ref:(:mmcl}daﬂOHS,] s not only learn the language but also learn
Aspects of Arabic Syntax in Nigeria”, finding how learne hich is Chaoter Twenty-two, “Effective
Islamic morals and ethics through it. In her own paper, W I“;‘ aillsure azl')nong Nigorian Youths™, B
Teaching of English Language: A Panacea for Educational Fa d suggests that teaching should
(Mrs) F. O. Adeniyi examines English language teaching strategies and sugg fectively and leamn
be geared towards making students develop the ability to communicate €
effectively. _ . .
Section Four starts with Chapter Twenty-three, “Educational Policy of As-Samljlslyl);alil Sufi
Order: Its Relevance to the Nigerian Experience”, by Dr Abdur-Razz'aq Musjcap 2 Ba ogtt;n
Solagberu. The article describes how the Sufi Order arose as well‘ as its contributions to the
educational development of its followers. The following chapter, “Rewv1ng the Cultu.re of Lear:mng
among Contemporary Muslims in the 21 Century: Reflections on Classical Iglarmc Educatv:maill
Thought” by Dr Surajudeen Ahmad Tijani, the intellectual efﬂores.cence of Muslims between the 8t
and 13" Centuries is used as a framework for challenging Musllm_s-of t_oday on the need to tz_xke
scholarship seriously so that Muslims can regain their rightful position in the globgl community.
While Uthman Mohammed Mustapha Kannike in Chapter Twenty-five, ““Mala Hashir’: A Revered
Mndel Towards Deradicalising of Nigerian Youth Muslim Scholars and Prioritising the Virtues of
the Qur’an”, laments the state of the Nigerian society where evil thrives and radicalism as well as
insecurity is order of the day, with Prof. Hashir Abdus Salam used as a counterforce to inspire the
youth, the next Chapter by Prof, Rafiu Ibrahim Adebayo provides insights on “A Muslim Perspective

of Developmental Psychology: Focus on Heredity and Environmental Factors on Human
Development”, and canvasses re

-examining the discipline of developmental psychology to embrace
pristine Islamic teachings.

In his article, “Boko Haram’s Perspectives on Educati

on and Jihad: Assessment of Islamic
Studies Teachers in North-Eastern Nigeria”

, Which is Chapter Twenty-seven, Dr 1. Muhammad-
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- - L a 1
this volume insights and rol;g‘;rs in

their varyin i
g degrees of depth and expertise h ided 1
: aps thr - ! pertise have provided in
the effective deployment of li“g‘listi: ughl_w_hlch national development can be galvanised through
Nigeria and Africa at large, The festsch;ifrte igious and educational resources that are abundant in
students, ' scholars, specialists " offers a sort of an a /a carte intellectual menu from which
representing the issues that have delfj‘o “éy makers will be able to whet their appetite while fairly
multivalent academic personality ined Prof. Oladosu’s career as a linguist, preacher, teacher and
In bl‘inging this ubli - ..
Saucitioy, Usivessity 01;_ Holr(i:gtlon dmto frul?lOll, the editors are grateful to the Department of Arts
e Biiarant 1o ks . , and the various contributors whose articles are presented here for
; work and for responding quickly to the corrections/observations made by the
assessors/reviewers. We also duly ackn o e il
d y acknowledge those whose contributions cannot make this volume
( ue one reason or fmothe_r but we assure them of our esteem. We are thankful to Prof. R. A. Lawal
m 3nu1-t1ple ways, including adding more value to the work with his foreword. We appreciate the
Editorial Advisory Board, especially the retired but untiring Prof. Y. A. Quadri for guiding the
process of the work.
We cannot but be thankful to the Almighty Allah for the life of Prof. AGAS Oladosu, whose

dazzling career actually motivated the publication of this book. He is definitely a source of
inspiration and an institution whose scholarship and discourses will continue to define the direction
of research and knowledge. Our hope is that all readers will borrow a leaf from the qualities that
have shaped Prof. Oladosu’s life and embrace language, religion and education rpeanmgfully
without forgetting to apply them in such ways as to promote peace, harmony, security, love and
development in Nigeria and Africa.

Happy reading!

Dr Mahfouz A. Adedimeji
For: The Editors
February 22, 2020
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CHAPTER EIGHT

CRES,;;:’E:N D CRITICAL THINKING THROUGH YORUBA
TURE: A PROBLEM-SOLVING APPROACH

BADRU, SURAJUDEEN ADEWALE
Yoribd Education Unit
Department of Arts Education
Fac.u!ry of EducationUniversity of llorin
llorin, Nigeria, +2348066149674
walebadrudreal@gmail.com

And

OGUNNIRAN, VICTORIA OLUDUNNI
Yorubd Education Unit
Department of Arts Education
Faculty of Edt‘ecation, University of flpr:'n
llorin, Nigeria
+2348033787899

Abstract ogunniran.vo@unilorin.edu.ng

Crealivity is the Ot of originality, ability to do things in a way that is virtually different from the way
‘_’d sV preep .le do it. It is often said that it is good to do things creatively in order to know, while thinking
is the ability to ponder deeply in order to Jind solution to a problem or to criticise it. It serves as a
skill for survival in the vast challenging contemporary world. The purpose of this paper is to
encourage individuals, especially learners of the Yoribd language, to develop the ability of or the skill
of problem-solving. Also, it focuses on how individual students could use whatever they learn in
Yoruba language and literature to liberate them Jrom the problems they might run into and become
critical thinkers. Creativity and critical thinking made us to appreciate literature and creatively
compose a poem for our teacher, Abdul-GaniyyAbdus-Salam Qlddosi: in both Yorubd and English
languages. The poem actually eulogises the totality of Qladosu. In conclusion, language learners,
specifically Yoruba language learners are therefore, encouraged to be innovative, creative, great
thinkers and cultivate the ability to solve problem of whatever nature.

Keywords: Creative, Critical Thinking, Yorubé Literature, Problem-solving, Approach

Introduction . . ; ;
People tend to respect those who possess extra ordinary quotient of everything. The quotient

varied from one kind to the other, it may be knou{led-ge, ix}tel}igence, richpess_ (havir_1g too much
money), beauty, handsomeness, creativity, critical thinking, singing and dancing in musical industry.
Thinking remains one of the major requiremen?s for good guahr){ life. C¥ez.1t‘w1t_y on the othfer hanq, is
required from every child; this helps him or her in coping ywth various activities in his or her immediate
er society in general. theraturei, bi ;t wxl‘lmen or r;ral, enl;:lourages
i iscovering things by themselves and also lelps them f;o solve problems by
}-?f(;?;;u;rlzci?cﬁag; ;ﬁfd(;zce‘;ling wigt h them, learning from past experiences. By implication therefore,
owled -ed from literature could help mdmdl.fals to solve one life proble‘m or the other.
ge acquir hildren could learn that their future and that of the society depends largely
"I'hrough hte'rature;lc erpetuation of the institutions, laws, language and values inherited from
3:1 their l;nﬁmtm:s;nfe?: kfwr\zle dge of literature could prepare and equip children with the required
¢ past. In the sa ’

society in particular and larg
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i i ife. In the Yoribs
ing their roles in adult li
t(‘ioil\-ripdllau};lmt%) be regarded as educated, they should

y; they ient to constituted authori :
0 f the society; they must be of good character, obedient ty
conform to the norms o ;

f Yoruba society
: itions and laws of the .
v toms, conventions, superstitions anc el -

and must have respect for customs, in such societ

i may not : : ,
However, someone who could not tl_'lmk d:egf coflrse oonstartly learing the' baswf of S}ml/wal e
Young people and adults alike are, , they acquire o leam in language

.what
being part of a community (society). Ashthey St:ﬁly;?,diiflgnj problem or the other. '['ho:1 w;ly they
i h literature, they wo 3 . and critical thinkip
:;gr:::::: t:r?s gs::lllxlz;hrtﬁ?sg problem depends largely on War geaevee "

ivi itical thinking enhanc
ability. Therefore, the focus of this work is to look into how‘creat.mty n;l;dhzzgg, e pIOdEction ofe:
ori 'trllglity and s:)lving problems in education through Yorubédhterztah R o o N s
poegrln in both Yorib4 and English languages to acknowledge

GaniyyAbdus-Salam Qladogu.

knowledge, skills, mode of bchaviou_r andfbellef?n
society, especially in traditional society, tor an

ti d Critical Thinking : <h b
ConcepE‘i::yCi;fi?vizf:;nis specially created and endowed to specifically accomplish a mission on

g ivity i bility to generate noble
earth. To accomplish this mission, one needs to be crean\fF. C:Ba“::gr:etg‘ilz imtglemin T
i b challcnge:s - weil.a:v. th? a'bl tlIt1y v:agor manner of creating or inventing
(Amala, 2016). It could also be described as originality in € ﬁ g I T
something. The ability of individuals to produce composition, pro Uf; bu, Unegbu&Ndoh, 2016),
essentially new and novel could also be reglz;rded ztlis creativity (Iroegbu,
r, without critical thinking.one cannot be creative. s
Howev%;;;ﬁvg and critical think%ng is needed from every leamer. of Yoruba language at every 1:‘;:31
of education, be it informal, semi-formal or formal education. Tl}lS could be the reason slomi of the
set objectives of teaching and learning Yoriib4 at the basic and senior second.ary educatllon eve Ice?tre
on leamners’ creativity and critical thinking. Being creative }n}zol_\res 1_1av1ng ar}d using 9;1g1nal or
unvsual ideas to accomplish something (Halpern, 1996). Creativity is a highly demr:ab!c attribute since
micro and macro societies increasingly needed members who can solve problems in innovative ways
in the face of an uncertain future.There are particular traits and conditions }leedpd for creativity and
problem-solving to flourish. Some of these include: a Spiri.t 'of inquisitiveness or curiosity ax}d
adventure; an ability to respond intuitively to visualise possibilities, a \;_\flllmgxlcfss to consider ideas in
divergent ways; and the provision of a safe but challenging leamning environment that cnablt?s
individuals to take risks, make mistakes without the fear of ridicule, and feel free to solve problems in
their own ways. o

One of the skills needed for success and survival in this complex 21% century is critical
thinking. In sciences, most people equate critical thinking with problem-solving and apply their
understanding of basic concepts to a task for which the solution is not known in advance (Johnson,
2018). By grappling with a challenging problem, children extend their learning. Critical thinking
about literature is not so different. If someone wants children to engage in higher order thinking as
they read, perform and discuss literature, the following some important elements could be included in
problem-solving activities.

One of such key elements is genuine-intriguing questions. Before individuals can be creative
and think critically, there must be something to be creative in and think critically about. Everything in
this ever-challenging world needs to be thought about and the thinking should not be a mere one; it
should be critical. Another one is divergent answers. Just as genuine problems in science allow for
multiple strategies and solutions, a discussion-worthy question about a piece of language or literature
should invite multiple interpretations or answers. In shared inquiry discussions, considering divergent
ideas could drive children to find deeper meanings in a given task (text) problem.Another major
element that should be followed is ample evidence. As in sciences, for an answer or a solution tﬂ‘be
sound, there must be relevant reasons behind it. Likewise, ideas about the meanin g of literary text (1.€.
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drama, POetry or prose)
- . must be
- 1;{;3125; ah.iand debatab]e.stl}l]?p?ﬂed With evj
oruba encourape 11, i$ 15 becayge vt
ie o4 e
problem through creative p f)i their chj] dre wi
them to acquire new kno €sses.The
understand, analyse, ine

'g‘?lftee?fd? the work itself. . Evidence and reasoning
N to make Pl e nc;al, 1'deas are simply guesses.
Wledge i, Yorubs children . s choices apd find solutions to any given
: orot ile solving prob amn by working on problems, this enables
undefstandmg of any giVencon’ find solutions 5 q ems. The children are expected to observe,
creative Ways involve critica] th‘fept'. Tackling or Soll]vi perform applications that lead to holistic
Critical thinking js e inking, ng problems in an imaginative, innovative and

the probability of a des; t0 describe the
of thinking involved inlralb l.e Outcome, thinkin tf: of those cognitive skills or strategies that increase
Thi di 11 80lving probe & that 1s purposeful, reasoned and goal-di d; the kind
is, according to him, is beon ms-Halpern (199 6)e Lo dan goe'x 1reclzte ; the k n

wide range of thinking skil use both concepts foeys quates critical thinking with desired thinking.
complex and iﬂfol’métioll Uls, leading to 4 desirableon desired outcome.Cnt-lcal t‘hinking iI-'IVOlVCS a
constantly rethink, switch d'ls becoming more availabloutcome' v Koo g Ao
o alfis 3 oldn lrections, and cha e and ‘changmg rapidly, prompting users to
tsel IahSg phenomenon H nge problem-solving strategies. This is because the world
Thinking creatively help.s eence, many things experience changes in this ever-changing world.
higher-order thinking skills by py e | chﬂ_‘l, irrespective of the society he or she belongs to develop
think in both abstract and concg ?umf ting him or her to relate new knowledge to prior understanding;
his or her own thinking and 1earﬁina ltemS;iapply ?peciﬁc strategies in solving tasks; and understands
it is important to prompt creative thi%ﬂzrm?gl eS_(Daram(pIé, 2004). In the face of this complex society,
to adulthood. Doing this is to sha 11ng in children to support them in their transition from childhood
ideal time for them to begin to def::I:) etl]r]ig:;:iﬂdren) own thought processes,because this period is an
critical thinking provides childre P ng, learning, and metacognitive strategies. Creative and
n and adults alike with the skills to mentally process leamning

experience and identify wh ; ; i
and experiences. fy what they learned, and modify their understanding based on new information

The Concept of Problem-solving

- Everyone is bound- to make mistakes at one time or the other. This is because mistake is part
of hfe. Once the youth (children) realise that they can solve problems and no one will punish them for
making a mistake or tease them, they will look forward to tackling more problems and become self-
reliant in all areas of their lives (Zock, Francopaulo&Laroui, 2018). Building confidence in the
children in their quest to solve problems will definitely be a big feather in any society’s hat.The
children that are exposed to Yoruba literature would know that they can make an impact in the world
and solve problems and resolve issues with the knowledge acquired from Yorubé literature. Armed
with knowledge gained from literature, the Yorubé children can forge ahead to new problems to be

solved in creative ways. _ |
Once children accustomed to facing and solving

Problem-solving is everyday’s life task.
problems through critical thinking, they become stronger and greater assets, not only to themselves
macro societies respectively (Shipley, 2003).

but also to their family, as well as their micro and . |
Today’s challenges are examples that involve immense problem-solving among many nations. From

global warming to national security, the ability to solve problems, big or small, affects not just the

robl lver, but the society as a whole. _ ) _

p en;a se?nve:'ast . literature and applying precise and appropriate language could improve the rate
t which Y A ba children solve problems correctly. Children who are creative in their thinking would
ot which Y oru €3t identify possible solutions, implement them and

T i complication,
50 Sbie fo reOgeis difficulties O : solving is perhaps, one of the most

re succcssﬁll.Problem— .
Z‘l‘?guyl nll?ill(le ti:uto: ;l(fr;géegﬁﬁfieczr:{e:m. In a world that is filled with information where work is
1cal § s tha

> . ital skill. Not only is creative thinking critical
i i n, problem-solving 18 & vital '
td(:):gl\‘:;::; 122?’5(::31; grizl];lt:lns? it E‘. also critical when working on problems with others.
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. . ' im, this proce
ving a com wi Iliot, 1997). According to him, th cess
Solving a complex problem comes with a process (Eli s o o

i 1 i i 1 . - . oo
involves taking a series of steps in a certim m;!er. Kﬂasc;wprocess and accomplishing them is a posifive
i i i i t things d oI

important life skill. Also, learning to look a

i ; or hours dependin
benefit of problem-solving. Solving problems takes time — Seconfts-’ lr:ll::;tr?blem may haEe diffegr;lnt
the complexity of such problems. Complexity in the sense that a partic

i th'i;}on::;jtfri:ot::t?v?s it’?)%bé child becomes a creative and c_n'tical tl}l;l{:(: ?lfe“;:::izi :elzgonb(}:m
solver, three out of the seven broad objectives of teaching and leammgFY?riistance e {hied Objecti\?é
school level focus on creativity and critical thinking (NERDC, 2007)- '(c))r S :) £ oral 85d Writis,
expects the learners to acquire the ability to read and appreciate maj lge Also, the fourth and the
literature as works of art, and as vehicles of culture and history of the peft}P collect and transcribe oral
fifth objectives state that learners should be able to develop the ability o throagh GomBBsition of
literature and also to create oral and written literature; and manifest creativity

short stories, plays, poems, etc. respectively. _ '
Thougril i)rid,ifriduals who arz not creative and critical thinkers may bef‘;!i};::’u:gagi;:ﬁt‘:ed
however, they may find appreciating it difficult. This is because appreciation of . t: i .ythn
the surface of the text. Similarly, for individuals to be able to collect and transcribe or rasapdi » they
must have had an in-depth knowledge of this form of literature. Above all, Cr?f}tlﬂg;{ﬂ . r = Poiflng
any form of oral or written literature requires individuals to be creative and anlf:al thinkers. fere Orf:,
critical thinking leads us to creatively compose the following poem on retiring lecturer of Arabic

Education, Professor Abdul-Ganiyy Abdus-Salam Qladogu.

Abdul-GaniyyAbdus-Salam Qlidosii: Ake Nint Akoni
Olorun iba Re

Oba t6 té sinmg-on bi eni téni

Oba t6 dayé oun orun

It ni fiin E 16j6 gbogbo

Mo wa riba 9géa mi pelu.
Abdul-Ganiy Abdus-Salam omo Qlédosu
Ostipé juba féoriin

O tanmglé férayé

Etu t6 ji ti ko ko K’Oliugbé
Y66 fese kékun ode ni
Odeni 6 pa a

Onisonani 6 sifawo é rinfdeé
Kayé 6 I¢ ye mi

Ni mose wari fayé

Kaira 6 1& ti mi

Ni mo se s¢ba ééyan

Omodé ki i jisé fiin baba ¢ ko jiya

Omo ki i jis¢ fiin baba ¢ korare

Omo 6 sigbodo jisé fiin baba e, ko rarinny

Iba mi, iba

Qkan lara Ariba Mustlumi t6 so Fasiti Tlorin 16
Tori ko séye t6 le se bj Okin

Bé¢ kosi gbédogbéds akoks
Koséléréehorolériipapa
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Bée ni ko sOlokiti ijimeres

Ko séye t6 1& dorikodo by ada

[da wo 16 1€ béja wé 13arin agba i?
mi?

Abdul-Ganniyy 6 gaga alis;
Abdus-Salami 0 si ki bilil*
Omo Oladosu o sanra3 béa;‘l
Bi eni ilStGth fi yo Iény
Ko si 16ytin sikin

Bi eni 6 ti mi lukudij
AGAS 0 tin-in-rinbf enj ep
Qgé wa 0 didu b:‘me‘ll;a‘ma‘l
jwontin-wonsil’ Adédas s &dé &

11 nipasan

Béré ba deré opolo

Qladosu €€ weyin wo rara

Baba ni i se nini onimg

Baba n_i i se nint ka mohun t6 yeni
0 kc:)m} niweé, n o ledgbagbé 152

0 komi niwa ti & seégbagbé borg
Bmi 6 kuku réhun ti bab4 o mg

O féran €ko kojéa yéyé '

O féran ko kojaa ka-si-n-kan

Eni baba bakd niweé tiko bamo 6n
O déjti onitdhun 16 méri dpe w sayé
Eni t6 si k¢ niwa ti ko gbon

Baa ba fawé eléyun-unya, kdléewo

Omo Qladost gbagbo bii Muhanmodu

Kike¢ atola 6 méaa ba a

0jil6w6 Misilimi ti ki  feruku siwaji ni
Ogidi Musulumi ti ki { farahan péun f gbaawe
Boti n sesin, bée 16 n selu

Béti i gb¢ terdlétin fi gbo tomo

O dérita méta ya si méteeta

Okaita bii kahun o si

Ko si sirtiu iy 1awijo eepe

Abi, ta 16 réegun bi eyin ri?

Ko sékiin miiran nigbo mo

Béa ba ti mua kanranj angbon

Taa si magba .
AGAS nii ranmo nisé tii fa yati i
Ki i sadie tii komo séyin ,
Ti ko ni mogba téwc‘)di-bk_e‘: 6 fi gbémolo
Pépéye ti i komo siwajini
Ohun téba fé somo, 2 sojuu yeye ¢

Bo ba daso fobun
Pipa nii paso ohun 1ar0
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B6 ba la §le nija _
Y66 sin in délé ¢ gbeeregbe ni

Oladosi &¢ kéanju sOr9

Bi eni késu gbigbond senu

Agba t6 ba 16mi nini ki i din

Ofifo agb4 l6maa fipariwo . . ..
Oladost 16 I¢bin-un ka dakékoo mO ti;n;l.c!;q
Tye igha takékgo kookan wa fiindalantle
Kitki niba b4mo b

Béo ba pa kilaasi j¢ 1¢¢kan, baba timo

ni diiabosi
nidii ot¢ oun tenbelekun
ko seé farawé

Qladogu 6 bawon si
Oladosu o bawon si
Akandé Elédumare ti
Eni A4la bati se logo
Ogo naa ni tié 16j0 gbogho
Igi tAala ba lokan, ki 1 wéjile

Awa tée ko nda ré€ o

A dupe peyin tég saba Ié odobu

Eyin dadie 9sor9 :

Eyin ti fi dakitko olggan 1és¢

Adua mi nipé

K’Oba oké 6 métii fiki payd akéko
Titi tiwon omo bibir¢ o file dagi so
K’0ba 6 56 ¢ délé

K’Qba 6 si sglé dé ¢

To AGAS; the Proudly Prolific Pundit
Homage to You, God

The Lord that spreads the heaven like mat
Who created the heaven and the earth

At every break of dawn is Your homage due

I pay homage also to my master
Abdul-Ganiy Abdul-Salam, the son of Qladost

As the moon bows for the sun,

It nocturnally lights the world

The antelope that disregards the presence of the king of the forest
Shall be trapped in the hunter’s mantrap

And has its last breath with the huntsman

As amulet shall its skin be made by the craftsmen.
For the terrestrial boons to be mine,

I pay the due homage to the world;

For me to have rest,

I'accrue homage to the rest.

No son takes on his father’s bidding and suffer;

II:IIO son takes on his father’s bidding and be useless;
or shall he take on his father’s bidding and be lost
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{ bow, I pay my homage,

We are one, the masthe

. ad
As 1o bird can act as the p:::;: holds the Poles of th,

- e 0 i i
So 1; ther:e no one that calveg a:’th e University of Ilorin
As t ere 1S NO Sprinter as the | € Woodpecker
So 1S there no one that somers are on the field '

a »

No bird flies headlong as the b:tlts as the brown monkey

Who can sWim as the fish in the ;
nver?

Abdul-Ganiyy is not tall j

Nor is he short deme::llilnlg';sandy

The son of Qladosu is not f?:u fl

Asif mt:ected by a dire ai}mentatu

Nor is his belly protruded like the p;

As the one who swallowed a trink egnant King

AGAS ls.not ruefully slim et of talisman

Oladosh is not outrageously black co -

So perfect! The Creator created him ;Islr:xl?ruegltlued
e

lently

When it comes to intellectuality

leidos,.ﬁ does not retreat ’

He is the core among the intelli i

The arch among those who krllgifr\;rt::tsbef t

He taught me, I can never be forgetful. e
He taught me morals that can’t easily be forgotten

I have not seen what he knows not

He loves education above board

He loves education far beyond imagination

He, who is taught by him and understands not,

No doubt, such is with empty head

He who is taught morals by him and remains want of wisdom,

To tear the certificate of such person is not a felony

si believes as Muhammad

him)

in soothsaying

off while fasting

The son of Qlado
(Peace and blessings be upon

A devotee that does not engage
A true devotee that does not show
A politico-rcligiously exposed person
He cares for both slaves and freemen '
He who paths the three paths of 2 T unction concurrently
The like of salt cannot be found in the midst of sands

There is no other TOpe in the f('}feStb ,
After the selection of Kanranjars on

And of Agba, L aa
AGAS sends and stands w“it" F;ls flml

Unlike the careless!y forgetful he on
Wh:} fums back against her f:h1cks for hawk 10 prey
Like the duck and her ducklings:
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| be right before him

What will betide his wards wil

A cheerful and complete helper
A patient speaker like the Pacific Ocean

i ith hi ents
He is credited in being acqua_mted with his I::::t-
Enriched to know when one 18 present 0r 2 :

When a student misses 2 class, he know's:
He is ever found missing 111 any h-yp.ocrlt‘;ca
A special creature that cannot be imitate

] gathering

He whom Allah has blessed,

The blessing is forever his _
As the tree planted by God never shrinks.

Here we are, your students
We thank God that your hatched eggs are not wastes

The eggs that are now cocks
And hens to other chicks

My mantra is:
That the Time’s mother should live longer

Until her offspring will become clock

Before the public service is performed to the virtual brim
To have taken on the public work to a restful degree
Without a blemish of ineptitude,

Glory is due to the Creator of man.

As you retire from the public service,
May the Good God and His angels be your company

Till on your restfully beckoning chair you reckon.

Conclusion
The researchers concluded that it is good to be creative and critical in one’s thinking as it

enhances great esteem and respect in the field of academia. This is so because
those who possess e?{traordinary quotient of knowledge (intelligence). Crrsativit}:reaorlljc}ecrtiﬁ'tlil::1 aﬁ;?;kp?m
;lsgsliii to f?novatnt/; ideas i.e. c;riginality or things that have not been done earlier by somebog;g
us, the writers are the owners o this poem used to eulogise Professor Abdul-Gani '
gia;ﬁceafu 5:1111;'1 it is relevant in the field of langlfa ge learning and literary appreciation. ‘ﬁrAuEgusiui?;‘::
: S, tutors, nstructors are therefore advised to be creative and critical i ir thinki i
ecause a teacher who is creative is bound to win the heart of hi o s R
by them. Creativity and critical thinking could al g g bt g et i
also mmimise the act of plagiarism, otherwise known

as literary theft and copyin
. ofo ’ . . :
and literary works, Pymmg of other people’s research projects, dissertations, theses and other creative
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