. icacies of The Salafiyvah's Betio . w
Thrl"rnaut . ajiyya eltef On arsh (Throne) As .
Fhe Our'An: Il’l.\ﬂﬂh, f’l‘"lf’lf Gambari, !:;: )nh Sentaimed i \;"l\-;‘)!\ J‘Jlﬁoq‘&lé

THE INTRICACIES OF THE SALAFIYYAH'S BELIEF ONARSH
(THRONE) AS CONTAINED IN THE QUR'AN

Yusuph, Dauda Gambari, Ph.D
| Department of Religions,
University ol Horin, Horin, Nigeria
yusuph.dg@unilorin.cdu.ng
083067088674

sbstract ; - C

"egrsh, in refation 10 Allah.is one of the issues that have been generating diverse views
:;nwng the Scholz}rs of dlllcrcn_t blocs jn Islam. This is because it is mysterious in
Jature. "[:hc S‘uh{h}yu{z ?nclu\c 1S one n.l the key actors whenever topics relating to the
Being of Allah and_l-hs .Jl:‘.\'l{ came up tor discussion. The aim of this paper is therefore
{0 examine the various %;L}bnussums of the Salafiyyvah scholars on ‘Arsh with a view to
bringing out the disparities therein and their implications. The exegetical method is
adopted for proper and ;}dcqualc assessments ol related issues. The findings of this
paper revealed that .lh-:rc: 1S N0 common ground among the Sa/afiyyah when it comes to
¢yrsh and the Being of Allah and that both constituted parts of Mutashabihat
(a]legorica] issues) that Q.3:7 directed the Muslims 10 keep off discussions on them. It
also revealed that some Salafivyah scholars are equally guilty of anthropomorphism
which they have accused many scholars of other blocs of. The paper therefore
concluded that Tafwid ‘I-Ma“na wan-Nafyyu 'l-Kay/f (abstinence from explanation and
negation of likeness)is what the Sa/uf and majority of the scholars held onto and
advocated, either in relation to ‘Arsh or allegorical issues in Islam. It is therefore
recommended that the contemporary Muslims should limit themselves to what is stated
in both Qur'an and authentic Hadith with regards to Murashabihat without giving
explanation to their modality or rejection of them.
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. Introduction

One of the major discourses of the Salafiyyah scholars which slightly distinguishes
their belief system from other blocs that make up the Sunni Islam, especially the
Ashi‘ariyyah and the Sifiyyah, is the concept of belief in Allah vis-a-vis the “Arsh (throne).
Each of these blocs held, with high sense of tenacity. the beliets that are somewhat
contradictory about the nature of existence of Allah and “Arsh. This has elicited polemics
from the scholars of each of these schools. The Ashi‘ariyyah and the Sifiyyah in their
respective submissions seem to be on the same page. This is because both of them opine
that Allah is present everywhere and that His existence is not limited to the “‘Arsh or the
heavens.! This is in sharp contradiction to the submissions of the Salafiyyah scholars mn
whose opinions, Allah is above the seventh heaven and establishes Himself on His throne
(“Arsh) but His knowledge is present (3\'a:1~}f\-'\rhc|'e.1 A cursory glance at these two positions
reveals that the former (Salafiyyah) speaks 1o the transcendence nature of existence of
Allah while the latter (Ashi‘ariyyah) 1s related to His immanence.. This has been the belief
that the Salufiyyah scholars have been propagating and they have not only accused those
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o Salafiyyah: A bird’s-cye view
5 Salafiyvah refers 10 the body of adherents of the practices of the Suluf T
advocates are cqually known with different names such as Aklu ‘s-Surnal . ; ,’
Ahlu “l-Athari. Ahly I-Ifadith among others. ‘| he Salaf itself refers 10 1he t
ﬁlfsl three generations of Islam, which cover the generation of the Pros
alive and lived with the companions, the gencration of the commanjon. s 1 the Proyh
was no more alive and the mantle of lcadership in directing the affaire of the “mmok
on their shouldersand the gencration of the successors 10 the companion: wher w11 <8 4
(companions)had departed the world. 1 his s firmly established

Prophet which states that: *The best of people dre those of
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followed them. and those that followed them. | he people of these three per
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known as the Salafor As-Salaf “s-Salihiin (the pious predecessors) and the period
as the best of all generations that camne after it T hose generations. that carne z8er £
are therefore cnjoined to take to them (Suluf) as their models in ther wrders 2

practice of Islam. This is to ensure and maintain their rivhleou e -
steadfastness on the right path as established by the Prophet

Writing on Salafiyyah, Al-Damiji stresses the importance of following 1
of the early Saluf. He submits that the Sulafiyyah's sources of insoiration are
and the Sunnah of the Prophet as understood and explained * v the scholar

generations (Salaf).”He explains further that the Sulafiyvvin show excemin:
appetite for pristine knowledge and understanding of Islam from the o =

tend to apply pristine Islamic knowledge and comply with the teachis :
reported in authentic ahdadith. They follow the foot-steps of the Compa- o -
are convinced that. since they (companions) lived with the Prophe:
revelation of the Qur’an, they have a clearer and better undercizn
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shakes for the death of Sa°d ibn \1‘.1‘;‘1&11." Also. there are “““‘ supplications from the

Prophet which contain praises of Allah as the Lord of the “Arsh.” 'TheQur'an states that He
Ar-Rahman (the Merciful) —restis™ conhonabl_\ on the throne. The word resting on throne

va is ofien controv e_-sif_l amone scholars. hence the next subhead.
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Qavyvim Al-Jawzivvah submits that the word /sriwa’ from its ordinary Arabic languag
usace carries Two major meanings one of which is literal while the other one is 1cchl‘.h;

He illustrated further that each can be taken trom the GloriousQur™an . He theretore opines
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juced from Qur'an 28:14. 1t also carmes the meaniny

i
5
y

[
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In 1ts technical sense and according to various submissions of different Sal.
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’-‘-{.‘ﬁlolm_ Istrwa carries five meanings. These include *4/a "which ordinarily connoic:
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1
an entity as it could be deduced from Qur'an 2:29 and 41:11. It has
also been undersiood to connote “on top ™. over or rise above™ as could be deduced 1rom
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‘ Son “Arsh (Throne)
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establishment of Himself on e throne. They are of the view 1
every place in essence byt establishes Himself above the he
argument 1s premised on disscs_“ling the provisions of different verses of the
and ahadith of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). some of which have been referenced above,
The other verses of theGlorious book which they rely on include where the Almighty asked
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Although Ibn Taymiyyvah acknowledges that this report 1s contained in the 7afsir of

Imam Tabarl. it should be mentioned here that the narration has been declaredas weak by
Al-Bant.™ The bone of contention of Ibn Taymiyyah on this report is based on the
proposition that “Arsh is bigger than Allah Himself, if a space of four fingers can be left
uncovered” and not His sitting on it. Also, there are further explanations, elsewhere that
the space that is left afier the sitting of Allah on Arsh is meant for the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) who will sit beside Allah.*® He (Ibn Taymiyyah) says this is strange and

contradicts what is known from the Qur’an , the Hadith and the submissions of the Saluf’
He therefore submits that wha IS appropriate is: |
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A Hadith has been reported about His sittingon the throne
and we never contestedit.
plsewhere. in Quastdatu Nuniyvah. while alluding to the ascension of the 'rophet 10 I‘Iw
seventh heaven and his proximity with Allah which he describes as close, Ibn Qayyim
writes:
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(The proximity is so close that) Al-Mukhatr (l\-hli"mmm;ul}
sitting with Him on the throne that is high above the
universe. .

Also. 1bn Qayyim in As-Sawa g argucs (hat there is nothing in Istiwd . _
sitting of Allah on the throne.”Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn Qayyim led others 1 e
cubmissions that Allah is sitting on the throne.

The implication of the above submissions of L s .
Qayyim) is attributing direction. limitation by place and space 10 Allah. Tbn Faymiyyah in
many places is categorical in his argument on the limitation of Allah by space or to & place
and that He is sitting on the throne. He opined further that whoever denies any of those
facts about Allah has rejected and contradicted the basic knowledge of the Qur'an and the
Sunnah** This view was expressed by him on Jstiwa to establish his opposition 10 the
stand of the Jahmiyyah. the modern Murazilah of his ime who attributed body and U.}iwr
human qualities to Allah and the Ashi‘ariyyah who denied some atributes ot Allah.™ Ft
will be recalled that one of the allegations against [bn Taymiyyah which led to lus
quent death was his renditions about the Being ol Allah. lle
held the view that Allah comes down to the first heaven as man descends from a higher
place and also that Allah can move from one place 1o another.™® Ibn Qayyim on the other
hand was a direct student of Ibn Tavmiyyah. hence the similarities in their submissions.

However. there are many other prominent scholars who have subscribed to
limitations of Allah, though they rejected the proposition that Allah is sitting on the “Arsh.
These scholars submit in their difterent works that Allah is limited to a place and that it is
His knowledge that covers every place. They include Abdullahi Tbn Mubarak (d 18 TAH),
.lfh.ﬁq Ibn _Rahway (d.258 .:\H_] Abu lsmail Al-Ansari Al-Harawt (d.481 Al D while among
;:;%Itfllill?j‘]ﬂ;"S_L‘hoLars_} [bn Baz. Al-1 Ihn)'nﬁn‘ S.hﬂ}"l\h Al-Fawzan. Rabi® Tbn Hadi Al-
LTy ;hc\ Els!lgl’;iiil;liri;tl;?‘2‘!;1: qu]m\:n “.lth llnh\\-lcw ;\5_10 lh-c 51111.113 ol _._\1[;;11, on .[he
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Actually, there exists between them, a difference that is crystal uff)m'_ For

i}:-'.'r!fm.::e. commenting on the aitributes of Allah like ff-‘:f_miﬂ_'i. Salafheld

thar “Al- Istiwa'isknown ™, while the subscribers to _quw;(} hcid’l :'hc.n'

“Allah knows it best” . Neither of them interprels, ﬂfeme.a' or explains if.

Where the disparity lies is in the choice of words for response. A.f.m}w‘

group employed “it is known ' the other one adopted “Allah knows the

T it is a simple matter.

1 A :;i;l;é j:u:r 1;’1:; ab{:-\-'e paragraph shows 1hlal both‘ groups stand on lhi ;?‘::3
pedestal when it comes 1o abstinence from indulging mn any form of 1nterl}:1ret::r:mo$ersmod
attributes of Allah and the likes. What stands obscure bClrW(-:BI’:l 1hen‘1‘c0u‘ Lt:iluixs ersoos
from the choice of language or expression. That the Salaf s ?Ltitud? 15 ;0 ;Jz:ghwidﬂn S
(McTimim)does not carry any difference from the SEJ'DH‘LISSIO!‘I‘S of the | e
response is “Allah knows”. This is because neither of the two camps .f:anh_ D
knDWIEdEE of Allah or that of Man on € 4rsh. though man must restrict }:ﬂmso b 4
stated in both the Qur'an and the authentic reports of the Prophet about it. ’ 2
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. The Implication of the Salafiyyal’s renditions on “Arsh

A critical examination of the renditions of the Salafiyyah scholars abov
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Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyyah who opined that Allah is sitting on the 4rsh. Here are fe,
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Firstly, As-Subki argues that it is clear from various accounts of the advocate
~ Allah’s sitting on the throne among the Salafiyy

indirect relerence from either the Prophet or his companions to establish that fact. I
argues further that issues relating to “Arsh and other major discourses that divided (e
Muslim were not there during the period of the Salaf”' Even, the reference to Ibn Abbas
and Ibn Masud as cited by Ad-Dashti are’ untraceable and are unsuhstantiach. Also. the
Hadith of Umar by Ibn Taymiyyah is declared by Al-Bani as unfounded. This may not be
ﬁncormcctc—:d to th% fact that it was at the tail end of the period OfTSu:’(g;‘“whcn ]si%rxr-il;‘:.‘t.f
gained wider territorial expansion that issues 'rc.lating: to the B_cmg.‘of mhh\:zll\l.
especially from different new reverts into the religion of lslam..Th‘as beaan:lﬁi'“i:;;'tu-{\_im :

to the different concepts of God which 1!1f:y brought from their tgr-mi;;Z ;\lluh‘h‘ s
noticed from the various submissions of these scholars who advoc

Sof

ah scholars that there is neither a direct ner




o Intrivacles ':’f"”"' "”:f”.”l Varke s edicf O aesh (Ehkame) e b tiied T
e hat {ﬂ “l\llllf.l, “m“f” bt ' 1 el

T rae——
e e e

g /i - ;
L thie Vs s that mberence whieh 1s dimswnr Trom e vations ,;hmﬂr‘h ol he

I
oSt .
: . T state the - CoK . )
i I’“‘P! ol \\hhh tate that NIEUNE al.lllltp_' on the Aoy ] Il fa - i""’”" ol it gjayiedl
| pich W Shall endeayoun to disenss e detanl
W - v, o ' '
qecondly o ttis established that Ay is sitting on (he Hhirone ns autunitted 17 bt

: davyvim i
h md [hn (‘.l_\}llll Ao others and thione iaell s ””,h,”l,“.,”', TRRL st 1]
'-”fj iy 'lhf.‘lf'»: ’l”?’“

e (peilident il
it ,JMH{'.‘.‘

l'il\11"';}'}‘ i ,
I\H“h' Ii‘era” n n““\‘ llllll L‘\'\‘l\ '«-l'-,'l'.ll“ll' I]H'- |I|! I;l"lj.“””“”‘ ””‘ "lhff”l‘"
ywi up Al L]llk‘.\“l"l\ \\l\lk‘l] l'mll.lt‘ll\‘tl 01 \\'Iu-”' Wils I/\“”f, '-'”H”H f ot fioft

| thraM oL : _
i t‘,“\h'? ) Hll}é l]'.lt‘."ulll‘ll IN Hl.‘(k‘k‘-"iltl‘il Il\ an ,-|[|II|1'||I|1 TR (1l [l I'u,'.h:-l Ha
py lmam i\l~“11|xl[a;'-l'l whicl states that Allal was i existence withou anyting belore /e
created the drafi. Alsou there is another authenbe (adition it cqually plices Al vl U
whicre with

the st creation, there was a time when Allah exasted nlone e fore the crenlios,

[le sitting then?

Iirdly. there are many anthropomorphic impheations
and described Allah willi hspan (ualibies

which by nplication e cupmbile ol
(o inatructive when i1 oslales

s A2 1) Many IENE
and authentic marralions of the
(hat there nre leaghe of anpels
he |<‘.-4nur.1hi1|l_y ol carrying the throne

| from the submissions of the pro-
o0 Pl
y thesc anples?’” This 18

on Hhe R ol the

Salafivyal scholars. ey have clearly quahfed
cuch as limitation by space, direction, and sithing
ridiculing His befitting status, More so. the GloronsQuian
that nothing resembles or can be compared 1o Him (€Q 1 12:4
‘ ! glaring form the various references from both the Ouran

Prophet as cited above. I'he principle of [slamic helicls holds
known as amalatu S rsh who are changed with |
of Allah. The simple question that will come o nmin
citting Salafiyyvah scholars™ submissions 1s will Allah be carried b

purely anthropomorphic.

Fourthly. one ol the principles on e basis of which many Qulis have been
condemned by the Salafiyvah is the coneepl of Hulid (incarnation). | his techmically
Allah dwells inside Iis creation.”” This is a concept that 1% penerally
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Umar who said:- When the Lord, most Exalted sat on the Kursiy (chair)

This tradition is the most widely relied upon by the advocates of Allah’s sitting on
the throne and it has been declared a weak Hadith by Al-Bant on the basis that Abdullahi
Ibn Khalifah is unknown among its n.‘pu:'icrs.a”
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inierpretation or deseription. This is In consonance with the provision of Yhe Glorious
Qurian (Q.3:7) and it represents the views and submissions of various scholars of Islam,
like 1bn Hajar, Imam Suyltl, As-Subki and Imam Nawawi among others. This could be
drawn {rom their explanations, especially on the Mutashabihdr, which istechnically
conceptualized as Tapwid '-Ma‘na wa Nafyu'l-Kayf (abstinence from cxplarfation and
negation of likeness). The objection of some Salafiyyah scholars like lbn. Taymly'y‘ah. Ibn
Baz and Al-Uthaymin to 7afwidlacks substance and there is no significant dltfcn.:nc.c
between :{!-}’lff'.t':"d and the views they advocated, as examined in this paper. .Thzs is
because both ;:11111[15 agree that it is only z\'liuh that .l[as the cxgct.undf‘:rstand;lng t?:;i
descriptions of how it befits [Him. hence the interpretation or description from other
Him should be avoided and rejected.
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