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Urbanization and Implication of House Water Supply in Ogbomoso, Southwest, Nigeria

fifties showed that there were about 56 cities in the
country and about 10.6% of the total population lived
in these cities. This rose dramatically to 19.1% in
1963 and 24.5% in 1985 and according to the country
comparison report by the Central Intelligence Agency
in 2011, Nigeria’s population is currently estimated
at 155, 215, 573 million with the urban population
constituting approximately 60%. The rapid growth
rate of urban population in Nigeria since the early
seventies is mainly due to migration promoted by the
concentration of the gain from the oil sector in the
urban areas (Olotuah, 2009). While the United
Nations estimates that Nigeria's population would
reach 289 million by 2050, the United States Census
Bureau projects that the population of Nigeria will
reach 264 million by 2050. The rapid growth in
population will create demand for shelter and
efficient supply and distribution of basic utilities and
services for the city dwellers. The effect of the
explosion from the population growth will manifest
in overcrowding in houses. Thus, Nigeria being one
of the fastest urbanizing countries in the African
continent faces a huge challenge of adequately
providing affordable housing and infrastructure to its
citizenry.
In the developed countries, infrastructure is
controlled by public sectors to provide adequate and
secure  services, available and affordable to
communities (Guy and Marvin, 2000). The
infrastructure provision in developing countries on
the contrary is solely lacking because of the
ineffective relationship between all sectors involved
as well as with the population themselves (Belinda,
2010). Thus, access to adequate and safe water in
houses still remains a challenge in developing
countries (Mkandawire, 2008) and the provision of
water in sufficient amounts of acceptable quality is a
basic need. Also, the sustainability and long-term
supply of water to houses should be ensured. It is
‘against this background that the study examines the
sources of water used by residents at the fringe of
Ogbomoso, using Oke-Adunin community, a newly
.utbaniud'masaeascstudy.'rhisiswithaviewm
 ascertaining the challenges posed to the health of
residents, The community is purposively selected for
the study because it has large concentration of staff
- and students of Ladoke Akintola University of
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2. Conceptualization and
Review of Literature

The effect of urban infrastructure on individuals in a
community should be a major concern in its
provision since they are geared towards the
improvement of their living standards and havc'
economic, social and environmental effects. The
social services in any community demonstrate
various solutions to the problem of satisfying
collective social needs.

Many cities over the world have experienced
unprecedented growth during the past few decades.
According to Choguill (1996), the growth is self-
perpetuating and it will continue to attract people,
Jobs, services, interest and opportunities. The
increase in population is in alignment with increase
in demand for more public infrastructures, Urban
infrastructure especially, water is considered an
essential element if improvement is to be made to the
urban environment, Lack of water could lead to
serious deterioration of the urban environment such
as unhealthy living environment and unaffordable
services leading to unsustainable development as it is
one of the foremost needs of man for his daily
survival.

Most of the findings in Nigerian cities show that we
are yet to meet the World Health Organization
standard of a minimum consumption of 30-50 liters
of safe water per capital per day (Water and
Sanitation Monitoring  Group, 2008). Water is a
major problem in many Nigerian communities,
especially in urban areas, The problem of water
supply vary according to climatic and ecological

circumstances.. Only about 40 per cent of Nigeria’s

population has access to safe water. However, whilst

about 52 per cent of the urban population has access
to safe water, only about 20 per cent of the rural
population has access. Also, only about 25 per cent of
households have access to pipe bome water. ‘The
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