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Abstract

This paper examines the functionality of West African universities vis-
mandate-teaching, research and community service. Given that University research increases the body of
theoretical knowledge, its application to societal problems, professional training for high-level jobs, and
the education necessary for personality and societal development, this paper establishes the town-gown
nexus as sme qua non for West Africa’s sub-regional industrialisation and economic transformation. v
appears scandalous that but for Cape Town University, South-Africa, ranked 200" of the top 1000
universities worldwide, Africa would have been completely missing on the top 200 list, going by the
2019 QS World University Ranking. Only three othertwo South-African and one EgyptianAfrican
Universities appear in the top 500! No West African university made that 1000 list. This study
actempts an analytical and discussant study approach, utilising available sou

rce-materials—books,
journals, unpublished theses and careful internet surfing. The business of uni

versities is to identify
societal problems and conduct researches to solve them. Findings show that most universities live in

relative isolation from the larger society; as mono-causality and poor research dissemination have
hitherto crippled the quest for creativity and innovation required to unleash sustainable development.
Decrying the dilapidating state of Universities, the hub of structured research, the late Unilorin orator,
Professor Shehu Jimoh, observed: “They refer to tertiary institutions, especially Universities as 'Ivory
Towers' but I must say, with what is going on in these institutions of learning today, it would appear
that the ivory has oozed out of the towers”. Thus, spirited efforts must be launched to restore the ivory
to their dilapidating towers.We recommend, inter alia therefore, a paradigm shift from mono-causal to

multi-inter—mm-trans-disciplinary research approach, and a proper synergy between the town and the
gown as sine qua non for West African regional industrialisation and economic transformation.

Keywords: Multi-disciplinarity, Town-Gown synergy, West Africa, Regional Industrialisation,
Economic Transformation.

a-vis their tripartite

Introduction

Man’s life and his sojournin his terrestrial habitac - his physical and social
environments - is ever replete with myriads of endless problems, to which solution is
constantly sought! The need for man to conquer his environment has since the beginning
of history and time, launched him into an unendi.ngescapade of, or a huntfor solutions
and or betterment. When he fails in his quest or search, he tries again and searches again
till solution is ascertained. This is called research! Even at that, man, from primitive
times to modern, never rests on his oars, as he, in his ingenuity, believes there are always

better ways and improved methods, and so research is a continuumad infinitum. Hence,

man, in his hysterical attempts at problem solving, oftentimes resorts tothree major
approaches, namely:experience, reasoningboth inductive and deductiveand research.For
obvious reasons, research has occupied a central place and hitherto remains a most
essential universal means and process of finding solutions to man

’s problems Aboyeji,
Aiyedun and Ibrahim (2019) cited Cohen and Marion (1989).
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ts to further subjugate the

Our highly structured society, in its more e o varsity don, described as

ned educationist and ’ ther
universe, built what ?‘aw% (2(2(2;3; :ﬁ;oput, £ Universe—Gf}; i en.gaixe. :Zgiglfy its
the “City of the Universe °rh. As such, this city, called university, 1s Em Ssition—
things, in ‘sm,cture.d e of the entire universe, in terms © ] ‘BultifarFOus other
design o, o mcroc?si?s of knowledge coverage, among 1tSenrzl‘il'lg problems of
scudentshlg' sft:aff:cg : erorts towardsfinding solutions €0 the un
activities, 1

. . i ttempt,
sk B :16; 3“;‘-[,}] the Merriam-W ebstér Dictionary;is a conscious atte .
Researchas define

G : investigation
S amination; especially 3
diligent search and a studious inquiry o o m:io,n Ef facts, revision of
carglilor e o aimed at the discovery and mterpreal application of such new or
i tio
or expefﬂnenta

2 r practic - 4

: -1 the light of new facts, - i o-Basic an

accepted theories or laws in the lig been broadly categorised into W eatific
earch has d increasing scien

y : ¢ laws. Res : : : [ng an ;
:mlei‘:dth\;;)frllee:ea: bastcresearch is inquiry ;m . iggr;:z;’ib’m e discovered basic
PPAUtEs g is effort targeted toward , products, or
v PMf‘ff:atcj;‘:o&m or _devcloping new  POEES ) 300) in Alabi
resel:fh f::goy:j(; Ai%leduﬂ and Ibrahim (2?119)}11_\4}1‘11?0;131611 refers tothe originzll
techniques e iversity research, whic ] : soct
late University ledge in the natural sciences,
(2016) however, 150 ire new vistas of knowledge dissemination
) (457 rtaken to acquire ich emanates from dissemin?
investigation undes e S d research, whic g 1nars,
; . This is structure: om teaching, sem
sciences and hun'.lanltles demic writings through classro  cations by 'scholars'
of research fm('lmgg;d?:sir/t :;::;t;:: is writing, conferences or publications by :
workshops, projec society at large. ther inevitable.
for other scho!a:s and tht; 131‘%1“ o otf)',a thing is vague, :cxbuse becor(rllie;o:al S
e ?;3'112) P Mokuolu (2016) identify the txa
As such, Law:

iverst include the tripod:
ics in the Ivory Towers, particulatly the University to i
academics m

I eachm P Od lllg 1 laﬂPO wer Researchproblem SOlVlIlg and Commumty serv 1cemlpact
g roduc y

factor of the 'teaching
and research, giving back

to the society

The traditional
university was said. to
have restricted itself Teaching
mainly to a dose circle of
professors and students
from the upper strata 9f
SOCiety md 1ived mn LAWAL RA (2012) Estab

Ly
relative isolati(‘)‘l"l, hence, w_ But the ivory oozed out of its tower mdd‘;:z:ifot i
the proverbial ; xvory-:lovserw;\ the basis for the progress sz ou a;'e too sure of
‘mi"“sity_’ Whl,d‘ ‘h:_lf ;\)nd as Boyede (2019) observed, d%ﬂt{ the end of self’. It
Pteoc:l?l'ed wz:tt.l:ell;s }’0;1 end up dllfgfaa'ng}’ow'self bpyoites £ 8

yourself 11 yo! z

e ——— service
SRR

lishing Comm on Grounds in PG Research Supervision

278



000 Universities Worldwide
therefore became completely alienated from the sotiety, lost much ofits zele s N

: o I
Table # I: List of African Universities ranked within the Top
lost touch with the issues of its surroundings. Meanwhile, “

(3
t tou : . : - -in their teaching activities, 5/, | Name of Univ (s:m“h Ea -——20(1)
universities provide the professional training for high-level jobs, as well as the education 7 University of Cape Town - T 22(’;5
necessary for the development of the personality. University research increased the bol 2 Universi OfL‘;V fw::iu“m South Africa =50
of theoretical knowledge as well as its application to practical problems”(Frithjof, 1978 | S i;uﬁ:;c:n ltj:xivcrsi in Cairo r 521-530
It behoves us to note that a University whose impact factor is nil or low is neither ; Caiem Universi Eoud[, Afica 551-560
worth its salt nor worthy of that name. Be that as it may, besides Lawal’s description of it 2 University of ohanrfﬁb SouthiAfoe 56?:;7;8
as the Universe-city, universities are also proverbially often referred to as ‘Tvory Tower', 7| University of Preroria Egypt ;(5)1:800
Unfortunately however, the late Unilorin Orator, Professor Shehu Jimoh (20IL:11), left B e Bib Tiivs ;—f’ngvc:sz:du—Natﬂ South Africa 8011000
these melancholicwords on the appallingstate of our Universities, the hub of structured H L) [:lm;;;:wa University Ifrane I];Iorc:cco 801-1000
research, thus: they refer to tertiary institutions, especially Universities as 'Ivory Towers' i? Al Azhar Universi Eovor SOI‘I(())?)?)
but T must say, with what is going on in these institutions of learning today, it would 2 Alexandria Universi Egypt ggi:iooo
appear that the Ivory has oozed out of the towers. 13 Asin [‘-;uv“[s_;mv«si[ South Africa S01-1000
The late Shehu Jimohthen went ahead to challenge all education stakeholders, 14 l:hootj:s U:tvm-l South Africa 301-1000
especially members of the academia to join the crusade to restore the vory to the iz University of Nairobi l;:z o 801-1000 s
dilapidating towers (Jimoh, 2011:1T) This paper essentially resonates the challenge 7 University of the Western Cape (2019) Retsieved on 17th July, 2
thrown by this veteran professor of EducationParExcellence, in consonance with the

— o : :
S e Yo Umvc/ﬁugvisity‘rikags/ world—univc:sxty—nnkmgs/ 2019
1,

introductory message from the fliers of the 7* Annual Conference and 9% Anoonl T e

General Meeting of the Association of West Africa Universities (AWAU, 2019), viz:
Many developmental indices have placed Africa as a devel
Assembly of the United Nations has in the year 2015 launched the Sustainable Development
GoalsSDGsas a sustainable agenda for the development of the world into a better abode for all
its inhabitants. Similarly, The African Union has also launched the framework for the
development of Africa for the next fifty years termed “The Africa we Want” or simply, “Agenda
2063". The Agenda seeks to actualise a prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth and
sustainable development, among others. Among the aims of both organs is development which
will be achieved by industrialisation that will lead to economic transformation. Universities
globally have been in the fore front for industrial development through research, policy and

strategy. West Africa Universities therefore have a role to play in facilitating the rapid economic

transformation of the region through industrialisation. Although a lot of research take place in
the Universities,

many need to be further developed and translated to proffer maximum benefics
of such research. Industrialisation remains a major solution to the growing unemployment and
insecurity worldwide. In many cases, poverty, as a result of job scarcity, has been identified and
linked to the spade of insecurity in West Africa. The lack
industrialisation from governments and failure on the part of these go
to the slow industrialisation and economic growth.

hetps:/| / ‘WWW.LOpuniversities.col
1 1 above is not scandal nd app2 i
£ lfh;}t‘:eﬁ::: 1t;e# ana:ilysis, no West African Umversxtzli?n enhts}::t ? i For -
1m_‘enufb.1°t ldwide. It is indeed worrisome and aPé: thegsmddmlm ol b
st o vf"’(ga ¢ Town, South Africa that tied up wi e
ISJm‘:iZt:?s cl’:he 280“‘ best university,
we

Y A 1

African universities would B i
the list of the top 200 world universities. Alas, University of Witw

missing on the list 0

South Africa381), Stellenbosch

University South Africa405), the American University in
m . .« . - (m!
ivo. Eoypt420are the only other African Universities n the top S
Y Tg}g worst-hit sub-region is Africa’s sun-

set sub-region, West Africa. Whereas
SouthSouth Africa), NorthEgypt and Moroccoan

oping continent. The General

d EastKenyaAfrica are all, at least

1 iversities.
spite ofher 350 universt : .
Table # 2: Regional Analysis of Afric

iversities

n Universities ranked among the Top 1000 Ut
Worldwide

W_

W[—

['}M!_IE_

ber of Universities in West

though one may not be too certain of the exact num! e

; A:il Ouegtrievcd from via internet surfing, adapte(im u'xto o 4l e

i 'ata o blic and private); apart from polytec ics o
e U‘;‘;’“s‘“;spud from the official website of the National Uni Mmis:

by the data gathere

of definitive policy on
vernments also contribute

I. West Africa and World Universities Ranking
QS World University Rankings (201 9), which is believed to have continued to
enjoy a somewhat remarkably consistent methodological framework in its metrics for
ranking, released the 2019 list of the top 1000 universities worldwide. Table # I below
provides us with a list of the seventeenI7African Universities that made the list:
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(
'y ), ngella <, ) y [ l ‘! :
b | @ Z( )] 9 alon for mnstance, as at ( )( t obe1 ZO [ 9 hQS a tota

174 universities: 43 Federal, 52 State and 79 Private.
Table # 3: W. i i
est African Countries, Population and No. of Universities

Rank | C
I N?um.zy Population 2019 No. of Universities
- Ghmg a 200,963,599 174
z 2 30,417,856 8
> ameroon 25,876,380
! Ivory Coast 25,716,544 ;5
= ,716,5 2
: iger 23,310,715 3
¢ M&;Zh;k.;gg Faso 20,321,378 S
! o 19,658,031 S
s Sene 16,296,364 14
2 Bm(mx'nea 12,771,246 4
i b 11,801,151 39
= y 0 8,082,366 8
iz Sx.crra Leone 7,813,215
2 becn.a . 4,937,374 :153
u MaunFama 4,525,696 8
16 Gam‘ . bia ; 2,347,706 S
e C(.:xme:/ Bx;sau 1,920,922 S
e Ver
Z e 549,935 9

Source: A ikiveds
c:ni vf::::: I::);n “illkxpcdxa. the free encyclopedia MZ&ML;
" Y“w—egw—)'—mm&smed 265';:; ::idztim -
oruba aphori it thi ot
et tfy cc)(t:: captures it t!’us way, “The nudity of a masquerade sh
A Godxmhlmn e ;m t:h its entire coven. In Isaiah I:18 in d'lc«lauHaIe SB'ould i
us reason together” T;m La TR call to his people when He sa(i)d%’ “(éble’ .
UnivetsitiesAWAU)/ 1.\55 o eadersth of the Association of W' i 'let
R ociation des Universites d’Afrique de I'Ouset i e
Conference and 9% ::le):lCalaw (UAC) has, in like manner. Summlset ?dijuabmati‘m
- Hymderes : ner, summone is 7% Annual
SR e T e e ;né ::ltilsp teh; ai:;um of “gathering and sharing
s

Universiti A

ersities as well as present opportunity to sh: success stories from some
are research experi

eriences that ar

¢

impl
tmplementable by colleagues from other institutions”(AWAU, 201 9)

z rdst [ O 2 LS [) 4 1 gS
: )' Ssar ) 0 1 g I ¢ 2 P[ %
P rican un g 5
ObSeIVQCIOH thal: tOduCtS Of Af can universities, even aver.
verage studenrs CXCel m thel.l.'
y etg p g 'y S. 1 1 AL T
studle‘) be it ulld radual:e Or post: raduate across universities n E IOPC, Amerlca (o)

% % & o
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g

it is a general
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9. The Three Domains of Learning
Bloom’s taxonomy identifies three domains of learning,
designers, trainers, and educators often refer to as KSA
Knowledge [cognitive], Skills [psychomotor], and Actitudes
[affectivc]), namely:
Cognitive: Mental skillsKnowledge) A
Affective: Growth in feelings or emotional arcasActitude

oF sejij Affective
Psychomotor: Manual or physical skillsSkills)Bloom, et

al, 1956.

Cognitive, Affective and PsychomotorCAP The CAP
transits through the three Hs thus: HeadCognitive knowledge, inrellectual or mental
magnitudeto HeartAffective, Behavioural — conviction and  actitudinal  changeto

HandPsychomotor, cranslation of liquid or abstract knowledgeinto solid base and/or

for empowerment Unfortunately, most of our teaching and learning

Head knowledge), even though we might have excelled
we scem to lag behind in

which Instructional

Psychomotar

| Cognitive
/

v

entrepreneurial skills
seem not to ¢ranscend the firs
there marvellously. Whereas we exc
the Affective and Psychomoror domains.

ranking is not based on such a yardstick alone.
Africa, her Universities hardly pop-up in terms of ranking. One, theynot usdesign and
determine the yardsticks for ranking and as the African maxim goes, “until lions learn to
tales of hunting would never cease to praise-sing the hunters”.

the gathering of fowls? Two, with all sincerity of
nks in our educational system, which must be
functionality of the system.

QS World University Rankings, universities are ranked
These six metrics adopted for determining
ity performance.

el in the cognitive domain,
Unfortunately and probably deliberately,

Meanwhile, back home in motherland

write their own historices,
Or can a cockroach ever be innocent in
there are obvious missing li

purpose,
dentified and fixed to ensure

objcctively i

According to the
according to the six simple metrics below.
what she believes are capable of effectively capturing univers

the Six Metrics for QS World University Rankings

Table #4 Showing
s/ Basis/ %
No Yardstick
or | Dased on our Academic Survey, it collates the expert opinions of over 9-H000

g teaching and rescarch quality at the
become the world's largest survey of
is an unparallcled means of

Academic Yo

reputation individuals in the higher cducation space regardin

world’s universities. In doing o, it has grown to
academic opinion, and, in terms of size and scope,

measuring sentiment in the academic community.
cive a university cducation as a me

ans by which they can

Employer Srudents will continue to perc
reputation ceccive valuable preparation for the employment market. It follows that assessing how
successful institutions are at providing that preparation is cssential for a ranking whose

is the global student community.
on almost 45,000 responses to our QS

those institutions from which they
duates. The QS Emp[o)’chrln'qj' is

primary audience
Our Employer Reputation metric is based
Employer Survey, and asks employers to identify
source the most comperent, innovative, cffeetive gra
also the world’s largest of its kind.
The cxtent to which institutions are &
is considered to be a para
higher the number of fa

meaningful access 10

ble to provi(lc students with
imeter for measuring teaching quality. 1t
culty members per stadent che more

Faculty/Student

Ratio Jecturers and tutors,

is held unto here that the
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almment of
_ __ Wl R [i:l(’a(lling burden on each individual academic reduces his productivity. T : M nmiﬁcationprecursor for modern em‘:us gt
4 Citarions per 20% | Teaching is one key pillar of an instinion's mission, Another is research output, \V} Godmonocheismby Tkhnaton, - o Writingﬁrst alphabets, papy: e
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institution. Sea), Economy . ies in Medicmne,
. ; : ¢ Red Sea), ; S iscoveries ; irst
To account for the face that different ficlds have very different publishing cultures down th 2 and phoenicla), learning: eafl)’ d Idest one in the world; d:le fi
papers concerning the Life Sciences are responsible for nearly half of all researcly CYPms’ Syna : astronomy 1s Ptobably thess classification of the day into 24
citations as of 2015 — we normalize citations. This means that a cication received for. “ Astronomy: Eg)rptlm d started to be in use, the classt
paper in l'l\ilosopl))v is measured differently to one received for a paper on Anatony alendaf365'day Calendaraltea Y 1980) csilisation and
and Physiology, ensuring thar, in evaluating an institution’s trie rescarch impact, boly < numerous others (Clement, ! ¢ prominent aspects of civilisa 1
citations are given equal weigh. hotrs, anifls hole, Egypt led the world in most p 3 lied or PraCtlcal sciences
All citations data is sourced using Elsevier's Scopas database, the world's largest On the whole, gYPS whether in the pure, basic, :!P P onomy, astrology:
repository of academic journal dara: excluding self-citations, we have t0d8y~ 0, 3 i jence practice, astr ol
- 1 ! 2 i g i & technology 1 medical science P ds, Egypt apparently
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oun: relegal c
— — prepared a soft gr < that Africa seems to have been relegat the pioneering role of
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rional student possesses a strong international brand, and provides scudents wich international i ) ancp il is the fact that not many ity’ and ‘Cradle o
b s ladder. Worse st 7 of all Humanity
ratio sympathies and global awarcness, among other advancages it confers J ] the la 2 that matter, as the ‘Parents
Source: Adapted from hreps: iversities. s-world-university-rankings /methodolog Retrieved i Egypt or Africa, for bly have robbed Africa of
I7th July, 2019. Civilisation’. i chanisms put in Place which, reifetm .y. g slave tradetrade n
: . - ;i) e SR REL e other me : 5 dehumanisin G
This paper isolates two fundamental nussing links in the l‘unctlonahty of West Amonf ced values and heritage include the lonjalism, as well as the capitalist
s . A 5 edencte o SR -colont ’ 2
African Ivory Towers: methodological approach and che impact factor on the society. i unprech dise), colonialism, imperialism, neo isations known collectively as
: . & 5 rchan »
Please recall, as noted earlier, that, in part, this, among other factors contributed to the human me
oozing out of the proverbial traditional ivories ou

i ivities of organ
jalist 1 i e still, the activities O :
T '. b e V}:](:-Se behind the new global empire are

. 1es
y 1 : olitical econom:
whic - B ible p
the ‘corporatocracy s of malevolence against the rather gull Desmond Tutu
te all manner:
Perpetra

: Bishop

- - Wi abiezes"2010::297); ] Eees

for (Aboyeji and Aboyeji, 2016: 222; Nwabu eyt - Bibleand wehad
or that matter, pride th i

being masterminded o

3. Reclaiming Africa’s Lost Glory: The Egyptian Civilisation
It is racher paradoxical that Africans and the black race,
themselves as the mother of all civilisation,

(=%

aptured it thus: when the mi:ssionanes c:zeu;oe;\im\?\}hm we opened them, we had the
with recourse to ancient Egyptian civilisation i LE d, they said, Let us pray- We c}osil (Shah, 2014 Aboyeji, 20?9). oy ol
with its undeniable contributions and legacics to humnm’ty, teaching mankind, and taking Bibl'e in our hands and they had the lan Africa in blazing
the lead in all facets of life, in astronom

iven this place of : g betook
y, agriculture, medicine, and what have you. It is no wonder therefog; thattg;fter many years of isolation, early arrgaf;f e
of the African man, Dr. Leaky, the European man, with particular re.ferﬂlci3 to iyfn’d to Asia Minor, pffhaps becauseii increasingly
argued: [...] the oldest set of human bones ever himself and his new Skd;s tlo durz}: because Europe and Asia were becoming
birthplace of the human family. According to Mendel, were becoming progressively €ty

x . l'mmigrants who
Asians were African tmum of
. likely that the first true elves. This process
ed thac dark genes are dominant and light genes are warm. It therefore seems likely hospitable homeland for &‘e:lit}:et pointer  to the

the fact that Europe

Corrobornting the theory of the primacy
pnlaeontologist who discovered Lucy,
found on this planet, Africa is che
the European scientist who prov
recessive, Africans are the

5 k ore
original people, and the parents of all human beings (Diop and had been impelled to seek 2 m
Clarke, 2006).

it transformation and evolutlona:y adaptanoﬂ 1s
transition, fO (o)

: : e orowth of the w0r1<.1——3 Eonte £ history from time
Indeed, it was very recently, following the characteristic Eurocentric arrogance, contributions off}‘:in:?i\:;:megrfm to Africa at different stages © Iy

that the Mesopotamian civilizationin Asiabegan to rival that of Egyptin Africa Going by owed mu'c:ll % egoke, 2002: 17). i\ his celebrated Powershift: Knowledge,
history, civilisation is known particularly to have begun around the River Nile, where we immemo'?he(wzri of Alvin Toffler (1991), Cm . suffices that “The illiterate olf the
have the ancient Egypt. The Neolithic revolution, which had irs origin in Northern Ith, and Power at the Edge of the 21st deaf::f)‘;rite but those who cannot i&:;
Africa  was a gradual  process  which encouraged - the beginnings  of V\;e: C;_m:ury are not those whf) ca.nnoi; rer research, through which we 1ear.r1‘, @nemd
Agriculturestockbrccding, damming system, irrigation system, well water, screw and Zn;eam and relearn” Indeed, the_ mevxt?b :1?; Jobal aggressiveness for dw»acqu‘lSlthﬁica
Shaduff, and crop production),development of state system 3000 BC), the discovery of :n d relearn, underscores the rauon;ilz :r throfgh cesearchIt is, indeed, high time
metalcopper and bronzefor tools and weapons, metal works in gold and silver: urban attainment of new vista of knowledg o
revolution, centralisation of political authon'ry, complex civil service, the Egyptian

Pyramids, elaborate religious systemstrong belief in a future life, first example of belief in
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regained her pride of place i
place in th ;
role to play in this e ) e global community, and our universities have a leading

4. Towards B
e T
The s [hr:!t: ffl_ll;::‘tlonahty .and Improved Impact Factor
bfin e L 1si rfa[;eir is to examine the functionality of the West Afri
: : a artite d . rican
service. Given that Universi - mandate-teaching, research .
polieor 1 practgsxvers:ly research increases the body if thcoretica;n :n i
the education “eCeSSarypfr: thﬂm;ithelprofessional training for high-level jObOWIedgeel,l its
. r the develo ’ % s, as well as
establishes the n pment of the personal .
: exus between th personality and society, the
industrialisation b, Ensitown and the gown as sine : PaRSl
recommended tov::ii e;onomf: transformation in West Africa q;;:glnon for regional
4 S Detter i 1 . ¥ ow are
universities. nctionality and improved impact factors for Wersl;elisfu -
rica

4.I University-IndustryCollaborati 2
Indeed, th A California’s Premier Universi

Vistasiof knowleiiggel Z:i:gﬁresslvenes§ towards the acquisitio;le::;yit;:fin‘;dModd

the’ adiaticamsat | of ang research is today, not only inevitable but quit m;i o
industriesAlabi, 2016 che leading inds divecly Nolked 0 s e spesfopmns bl
act as ladders for SOcia’l L b:ﬁ ing industry being the education indust aLr}ce' Of- 5 £
universities indeed fail on ob I:Y and laboratories for research., A signiﬁcry i
cither mobility-booster 1:; counts. However, universities that cmn:i:l“"’lmber of
2017 Eorinae 31(‘:; .ox.vledge-creator are the laggardsDimitri Zlm to be
said to be the sixth iar ornia is a mere state in the Unites States of A:IS S Ree.ve:%
hge tha ha of Fran, Bl R E ey i s

hat is. of Interest toms };ere o at o over.ﬂftySOcombined African C i

university, Stanfc e e hub of this flourishing e n Countries.
S e i ey busl emd e U
R g onB alley, 'thh multibillion-dollar companies th i 7
Netflix, Facebook, Ora}c)l}: e’T:sljy,etSlsIC;)’ Lockheed, Hewlett PackardI_H;; aré:oc:ler
output andtec] A g i CaPaCitY to conver 4 S
Statfford into i;nc:::gy Tndlfstry Where' the technologies and in[rv[::]i:sfsthe l.ntellectual
lesson West Afric: :u): ;Puvgi ;nterpnsles andf saleable products within irspzv;l,i r:ut. of
between the cognitive an must learn fromFidel, 2019 This is s
place as parent if all humifiz'.chomowr domains. If fixed, we can take g::kI::: l:ghltuﬂlll;

42 ’I?; Unilorin Example
e efforts of the Laborat
. . ~to-ProductLab {
e i ory-to-ProductLabtopCentre, U 1 i i
e isar;;eﬂo;(who holds patency for a handful o; :S::lgo(’f_nom md‘m
e of such commendable right moves towards the nngs}i[tl dc'onw?rmlg
trection.
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Patents: Professor Abdulkareem Sulyman Age
S.A, UNILOR OIL SORBING WAFERS, Federal chublic of

I) Kareem,
Nigeria, RP160052005)
(2) Kareem, S.ALUNILOR LUBRICATING
Nigeria, RP160062005)
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA,

(3) Kareem, S.A.UNILOR CANDLE,
TIC CONVERSION

RP160072005)
(4) Abdulkareem, S.A. and Amoloye, T.O.,(ZOIJ&),CATAL\’

OF LOW DENSITY POLYETHYLENED]SCARDED PURE _WATER
SACHETTO SOLID, LIQUID AND GASEOUS HYDROCARBON FUELS,
NG/P/2010/332.

5) Abdulkareem, S.A. and Abdulaziz, N.A.,2013), CATALYTIC CONVERSION
OF HIGH DENSITY POLYETHYLENEDISCARDED YOUGHURT
BOTTLESTO SOLID, LIQUID AND GASEOUS HYDROCARBON FUELS.

NG/P/2010/333.
(6) Ajiboye, A.T., Adedokun, G.A., Adewuyt, O.A. Abdulkareem, S.A., Yusuf, A.O.

and Mahmud, H.O.,2016), UNILORIN AUTOMOBILE SPEED LIMITER,
developed for NUC and AVCNU Rescarch Challenge, Patent Filed.

The focus of this year’s AWAU Conference, with particular reference to its very
first sub-theme, “ Univers[t}'—lndlstqf rc/;m'ouslup/ Collaboration” rekindles the embers
of hope that West African Universities seem awake now to the reality of the enormous
s before us. Fareed Zakari, renowned news kingpin, sequel to an international

GREASE, Federal chublic of

challenge

survey, has this to say:
.. et a thousand Howers blossom. Universt

ties...should have to compete for customers. A

soplnkn'cared econonty needs a wide variety of Uhiversities pursuing a wide varrety of missions.
More importantly, Universities are among the most mportant engines of the knowledge
cconomy. Not only do they produce the beain workers who man i, they also pro

its backbone, from laboratories to brains, computer networks, etc( Ogboghbo 201 +92; Aboyeyi,
Aiyedun and [brahim, 2019).

In industrial countries today,

titudes of young minds and to a
in the standard of te

the main issue is to open up the elite university to
djust to current democratic, pluralistic society,
aching and level of research.
ds purposcful rescarch in collaboration
in the words of Aristotle, “He

he is sufficient for himself,

the mul
while at the same time mainta
therefore an urgent need for re-orientation towar

with our industries (Frithjof, 1978). Indeed, as captured
who is unable to live in society, or who has no need because

must be either a beast or a god”(Matthew, 2008).

4.3 Improved Dissemination of Research Output
Central to the broad spectrum of scholarship, which gcncrall
of newor confirmation of oldvistas of knowledge, establishment of clear-cut values and
determination of best practices, by way of contributing to s
teaching and disseminating research ﬁndingsMokuolu.
rescarches are being carried out.However, many of such rese
benefitted the larger society and launch the sub-region into the fore fron

vide much of

There 1s

y entails the gcncration

cholarship, is research—doing,
2016 No doubt, a lot of
arch ideas that should have
¢ of industrial



clevelopment and economic transformation are lying fallow,
accumulating dusts on the shelves of our libraries,for those lucky enough to find their
ways to the library There is therefore, no serious link and synergy between the university
and community. The town-gown synergy is therefore lacking.

Thispicture caught one’s attention on Facebook with these words: “So so annoying:

submit 4 copies to your department or else you won’t graduate. . .this is where it ends”.
One only wonders if this is not true of most

of our research outputs in this sub-region. We
may equallywish to probe into what becomes
of the several millions of undergraduate and
postgraduate research projects we turn in year
n year out from our 350 or so universities.
Perhaps, the wultimate index for
determining the success of a university is its
impact factor on society or its improvement
in the lives of the people it serves. In other
words, a university must  be ultimately
preoccupied with the needs of society. The output-

VVZISClﬂg away and merely

benefits of a unuversity can only be
maxtmal if the university and society are organically linked together. The modern
untversities were designed to soothe the needs of their timeFrithjof, 1978 One

fundamental way of achieving this is through proper dissemination of research outputs.
Indeed, the fourth of the six QS metrics for university rankingtlmt is citation per
faculty/ staffcould receive considerable boost if the research outputs of both staff and
students are accorded sufficient attention.

S. Paradigm Shift from Mono—disciplinaty to Trans—Multi-cum—Inter—Disciplinary

Research

There is also the need for a paradigm shift from mono~disciplinary or mono-
causal traditional research to contemporary holistic research methodology (ies Mono-
disciplinary approach, often from a parochial mind-set, is no longer  so
rcwardingacademically). In history, for instance, mono-disciplinary approach alone can
no longer provide s:-\tisfactory answers to “all” that bugs the inquisitive mind of the
modern man about his past. The importance of archaeology thus, lies in the fact that for
several thousand millennia of Africa’s past for which there were neither written records
nor reliable oral evidence, it is probably only archaeology that can be used to record
man’s obscure past. As part of best practices in our modern world, therefore, more
holistic research methodologies are now being adopted; such as the inter.—disciplinary,
trans-disciplinary and multi-disciplinary approaches. As rightly put: Experience has
shown that the greatest gains do not come from an improvement in a single process, but
from the interaction of suitable combination of improved practices and that fragmented
research efforts often prove ineffective and costly (Frithjof, 1978).

287

pcrspcccive determines position, and Poeition, ilh
mono-disciplinary solution to pragmatic 1.ssues cbe
temporary world, but can also easily prove-tc" nc
it is not every pi.'oblem that requires ul]

incerdisciplinary approach, but ‘until

every available relevant perspectxve. 't
e | | R AR ransacked, one may not get the cxiltii.e
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however,  cognizance — must be
@ T

Findings reveal that undeniably,
turn, determines perspective. As such,
not only flout best practices in the con -
impractical in many instances. Of a truth,

l.l.l.l i rake £ the pitfalls of
I FETRN X cautiously taken o pil

lllllll /lH\‘ Jk m each appi'oacli, while —utilismg the

T strengths therein. The  paper

e | e maintains that while any of the above

_ Tvpes 2 suggested approaches could be
co-“qbor adopted in a bid to achieving bc.s?t
aton practices in contemporary resem-ch
efforts, a well-coordinated tripartite
multi-cum-inter-and 1 trans-
disciplinar approach is
recoxli)lme:;)cledAboyeji, 2015:12

Source: Mokuolu, O. A. (20]6).
“Research as a Tool for Acaclemxc
le of a Presentation made at the Traiiling 'Worl_csllxoe org‘:jni;cli
+ Lecture 1 and below at the University of llorin, o
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Trenedleciplinary
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Excellence” being the tit
by CREDIT, Unilorin fo
September, 2016. :

Mulei-disciplinaty depicts
perspectives. Inter-disciplinary,
disciplincs for research putposcs;
solved by the Applied Sciences. Ir,
phenomenon general to several discipl

g e U T S
the study of the same research from different disciplim );
i interlocki - several
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| r . TR &
for example, Pure Sciences gencrate Lhcoues to :
‘ c1SU J [ &
Trans-disciplinary portrays the understudying o ;
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1 .o » o et
i e “determines position just as
‘pandemic. This is because, “peirspective", people say, ZSleml es | j
e i spective (Aboyeji, 2015: 12).
iti 1 c 2s per. CLthC( oyeji,
turn, determines persp cjis 2 -
i< i i nt -ans-disciplinary approac !
it i mUI“'Cum"mer_‘m‘z_ tlhb' 0Ol bil:i "mc)l, her sister, Afolabi Aduragbemi
1 1 Olal 3 ; >
e i o Afolla in this vear. Whereas Olabisi graduated from
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bOthgmduated S Umwrs'l[y o o bemi l)lnished from Anatomy. Yet, both of
History and International Studies, Aduvrag. emi e
aced in meaningful inter-disciplinary collaboratio e
el b her dissertation on “A History of the Specia E ucat:o geria:
While Olabisi wrote her diss | o
dy of K State School for Specxal Needs,llorin, . ,Tl g ;
8. 351 ¢ he Deaf”. The researc
.. seminar on “The Relevance of Sign Language 150 ]Llle lfl)lc;c\i H
ok ul he th pulled their S
i g 2 as they both |
i -ding and less stressful, both FLF e
g i i her own disciplinary  perspective. In

h to historical rescarch

wrote h
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together, cach looking at 1t from
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No man is an rislind today and we nced to collaborate. The only issue is wh
you must negotiate for your relevance in the parcnership. In oche
your identity within the collzboration. You are nor th
are statistician, then you should show
statistical analysis. If a microbrologist collaborates with
history of malaria in Nigerra. History for the historian and malaria for the mucrobiologists.

Indeed, nor until every available relevant perspective is rans
the true picture correctly. In doing this, however, cognizance
the pitfalls and weaknesses of each approach,

(Aboyeji, 2015:12).

6. Recommendation
We recommend, rnrer alia,
ta paradigm shift from mono-causal ro multi-inter-cum-
approach as part of best practices in our modern world: gi

identifiedas a cencral element of the tripartite mandate of
new vistas ofknowicdgc;

crans-discip]inary research
ven that research capacity,
academics, critical for acquiring

i.a proper synergy and nexus between the town and the go

wn as sine qua non for regional
industrialisation and economic transformation

in West Africa; given that University

research increases the body of theoretical knowledge, its application to practical

problems, the professional training for high-level jobs, as well as the education necessary
for the development of the personality and society

tit. curriculum brcak—away and emancipation from

universities were built more or less according to Western models and, sometimes, even as
branches of old European institutions. Thus, from the go, they were lacking in
ﬁmctionality since their curriculum was not designed to address the specific needs and

challenges of their immediate environment. However, the subjects and mcthodologics
correspond to the soctety in which

they were generated: American and European
universities meet the interests of curr

ent or past American and European industrial
societies. Research projects and methods are centred on Western probl

conditions (Frithjof, 1978). Our curriculum therefore, needs to be re-

the peculiar needs, idiosyncrasies and ethos of our own immediate
ﬁmctionaliry;

the colonial/Western model; given that

ems, needs, and
directed to address
society, for better

wv. Spirited efforts towards the functionality of the West African univ
vis its tripartite mandate—teaching.
African regional universities will com

ersity system vis-a-
research and community service. Indeed, if West
e to limelight from the present obscurity, they must
concertedly work on these criteria with sincerity of purpose: Academic reputation40%),
Employer reputation10%), Faculty/Student Ratio20%), Citations per faculty20%),
International faculty ratio§%and International student ratio5% We must therefore
revisit the ranking metrics, make deliberate but spirited efforts to meet up with the staff-
student ratio20%), citations per faculty/staff 20 %), International Faculty/Students
ratiol0 % These, put in place, will automatically boost the academic and employer
reputation, which account for the remaining 40 % and 10 % respectively.
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