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conwvergences un the thealogy and practice
of Baplisny exlsi among various Clirisfnan
eraditions, ner a single poiot memains
unenntested By one group oo another.
Woech says that the view of water baptsm
had becaome a point of debate and even
contention atnong Chtistans.” While inost
share substandal agreement on the manner
and once-for-all chamcter of baptism,
disagreement  exists on whether water
hapfism in certain wadition: [ wuly
baptsm, Most  adivons  agrec that
haprisom 15 adodniztered with water and che
words ‘I baptize you in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Halp
Apiet’, although this does not exclade a
vadation of words in the Eastern liturgtes
where the carcchumen rotns towards e
Fast and rhe priest says: “The servant al
o, is baptized in the pame of the Father,
and of the Son, sod of the Hloly Spire.

J"I!Lle.c-, while many churches like

Baprar, Redeemed Christian Church aof
God (ROCCG), Cherubim and Seraphim
Church, Living Faith Church, Movntain ol
Fire and Miracle Ministrics and many more
agree Lthal immension in water is the mode
that is most expressive of the meaning af
bapusm, sgnifying purticipation in the
death and resurrecrion of Chrisl, same ke
Cathalics, I'-i-l:t]'lﬂd'iﬁl,‘__ J'&J]H‘Eil}ﬂn and =0 onp
practise bapusm by sparkling and ¢ffusion
(pouring water so that it Jows over the
candideie’s head), Some are cven of e
view rthat Holy Ghost baptism has E
over the place of water bﬂpug_m and
.*.]'numw:Jf'm'n:1 neicher relevanr nor has 4o
napact for Chostigns. Faop eXample, }-:;a‘:!.'
A Jowreal Fublil:aftq-n af F‘gg‘grp_-_uﬂmr
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Salwation A FIOY Consiers s e i

Spirie Al rejecl water
i . PO ] i . t &ir
swWCAnNE-1nT procedure Foe Salvarion 8
membership a5 equivalent o, .
Laaprism.”
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I I CRRVET, s F'len'rl.:cugu]i.;m
continues o thiive, it bongs wip g
diverse array  of  intetpretadons
pracices  surrounding  bapsism,

Aty

zzch
hearing  its  wowil signiticance R
implications, Yer amidst this diversity, 4
pressitg aced  atises  for -|_:15-_1-i|_-],- and
understanding. Most cricial questions thae
this paper intends to answer are: what roje
does baprsm plays 1a the bves of believers,
hach indi'l.ridun]l:.-' el CDJ.[i:l'.ﬁ'lr"-e;l'?? Fiwar
relevant is water baptism in the conrexr of
Christan  salvanon?  These  questbons
himninate the complexitr af the iasue
nand. Thus, the concept of water bapasm
in selected Pentecosezl churches in Norin

emerges as a study to exarnine.
L— must be ooeed that there aree

over thisty (30 Penrecostal churches i
wnn metropohs  but The Redeomed
Chrsrian Church of God  (ROCCGH I
chosen as a case study because it is the
mast  popular  and lamger in  Loan
metropalis, Migerla and even across the
alobe, ;

Baptism in the New Testament

J.‘-"hﬂ the Baptsi: In the DNew

Testament, the fiest bapdsmal .-._Pf.-ri:w:f
anc will come across is that nf]‘uhn, who
Was piven (he approprate iigfe E&f_’ffs;
:ijﬂlﬁ:.rff-_l:,l or the HHPLi-I-‘.Ei' {or Hp;t.'.l'.r{‘l*-“
meaning the one imrmersiag. ™ fohn i -_:
son of Zacharias and FElizabeth, whe "”T:
both of the priesdy Lineage af _.-‘mrf.-'-f’;:-‘w
through whom Jobn inherted e THET T

= : : st
officiate in the Aaronic PO e
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o spahiliy resalve the comtroversy on the relevance of water baptism in Christianity hy some church
N - i . I

.iennnnnﬂ.:imn: b

jed ta divisions among ministers. This paper examines the relevance e

hagtis T 11En1,::c.51a[.;-.l1m.;h. contexts. T?m: scope of the paper is specihizally on The Redeemed Christizn
chureh, of God (RCCGY, [larin T:.dn_-,tmi?r.-llg_. Kwara State Migera, The study adopted qualitative approach
i & Listorical srandpoint 1o arrve al its findimgs, To addition, ineevicws and |!|F.|I'1.i;:ip::n'l rhservalions wers
s wsed to pather data. In the determination of papuilation size, the sudy adopted the purposive zamsling
echnigue of 60 people, making it 10 members feom six selected churches within the denomination in llasin
rigy Tre sludy found cut that water ';:uapris_m in the Wew Testament iz a significant practice, sysnbolisng the
i ation of belicvers into the t hristian faith, Jesus' baptism by Joha marked 3 major transition in Christian
practice, enphasizing humility and obedience ta God. Bwurly Christian baptism was alse influenced by Jobn's
praciices and g}'mbnﬂz.l;:f a gpiriinal mansoemation, representing a participant's new life in Christ and Their
- clusian in 1he Christian comrmunity. Water haptism in The Redeemed Chiristian Church af Gald (ROCG,

lotn Memapolis, is not only relevance apiritnall

y in the identification of believers with the death and

cperrection of Jesus Christ bur significantly impacted tiem socially, politicaily and econcmically, The study

-anchudes thin water baptism, as practiced in ROCOG

Tlarin metropalis, Migeria, plays a cracial nele i shaping

e logical heliefi, mission work and conpresational unily of members,

Foeywordy Christianity, Pentecostalism. RO, Water Hap.:ri__gmL Iasin Metropalis

Introduction

The doctrine of haptsm is being
exught a5 part of the Penrecostat rradition
avl this nplics that baplism constinares uo
intepral part of Pemtecostalism. Menzies, a
I'entecostal rheoclogian Fram the
Mssernblies of God, defines Pontecostalsin
at o Chiisdan movetnent that belicves
the apostles’ experience to provide a
ndel®  far churches.”  lan (Chrizpan
-:‘h_u-n:':m-_-,‘ hapusm s the universal rites of
M ue, perlfoomed wadch water, vsually tn
IJ];L. wune of the Ttinity (Father, Son and
A sdly H_T’.Erit..l e in the pame of Christ
-Fil:l_‘i‘ll:l.']lr_g tex Felton Ei‘lj'”ﬂn, t:'H]J'l'.-I.:TI'I'! i =
Ue e 1_1':.'11{:-'..1 af od Eu:- rr:gr?-m:'mte
4 Toyp #om, free him or her from sin, and

1+
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make that petann a part of the chiwrek.? The
othet defining renet 15 that buptism is the
giving of ‘powet’ For elfoctive wimessing
and is confirmed by the ph::sicé.ﬁ sigmy of
speaking in Longues. e

Namiﬂistandi:1g the  diverse
inrerpreradons trom bLibtical fimes to che
prEsEO, Vel wathin Penfecostaisin, theee
exists what Dronald Wneelock nas calbed
wdifferent  thealogical coloeatinng”™ 10
relation o the doctrine.? This mckns ﬂm.t
diverse  religious i lerprotations and
disposilons have becn advanced in pespect
of haposow This plechora of wews Eatls
that one’s definiton of bapusm wll usually

be drawn from jdividual ecclesinlopical

and thechopical conrext For esample,

arhite Lowds, has -::an:i?-mi‘""“d the vanouws

: . igeri
Centre For Research & Publication, Tod "_J?T"‘_S‘-"—'*'ﬁ
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ald men shall (lreamm

Ciod's Sprlt
| flesh, and

yonp KOS o]
prophesy, andd v
visiopa, and your
deearms’™

! ar in  that
As eter made cle

sermon, Lhe ewrliest Cheisdans h"-'-lll::‘-":d
that the menifestadon of the il 31:
Pentecoat, enabling thermn 14 julfl ,JEELEE
comymission  to be his Twitnesses
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of
the eacth,” signalled che advent of the
messianic age, The appropriate response [0
such an event, said Petet, is to "tepent, and
be baptized cvery one of you in _ﬂm natme
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
‘sinss and you shall receive the Tloly Spitt,
presuncs, as @ sign that they, too, have
enteted rhe messianic age.'’

Fm:glmm-l submits, in  Acts,

: Iijapﬂﬁm i% associated with the
proclamaton  of the advent of the
messianic  apge, consttutes  alomr  with
repeatance and  faith, the appropriare
response 1o the good nows thar the new age
had dawned. Beyond that, howerer, 1t is
difficulr to idenafy any particular pattern in
Acts, For example, at Pentecost the
sequenct:  was  preaching, convicdon,
repentance, bapiism, and the pift of the
Spirt. Bur in Samaria (Acrs £:12) the
sequence was preaching faith, baplism,

laying on of haods, and the gift of the
Spigt. For the Ethiopian cunuch (8:26), the
pattern was the reading of the Scriptures,
preaching, and baptistn, apparently with no
laying on of hands and no tmenton of the
corning of the Spirit. With Cornelins {Acte

' HEA4) the sequence was preaching, the Eift
of the Spj_rir, the manifesration of longues,
and baptism. Fot the disciples of John at
FEphesus fActs 19:1%, the SCOUETCe “Wwas

COITCCUe teaching, baptism, laying on of

A_Journal Publication of Fe
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hands, the gilt of the Spin “ngu..: Tag:

prophecy. le 15 Lalr ot say thiy 6
1 1 Acks 58 ouan sselee L HTS
baprism esching, Dpen:

iy

r_11u$|:|:.f assoctated with :‘I'."":“--l-lil'.la‘-h Ty

repentance, the pitt of the FIs

II.':.' hl:-ir” .
the forgiveness of ains, and Fametiny,
. s o on | . LI
respomase  inditaling  ones Gk

aignifying one's acceptance of ¢ .,
Arguments against Warcr Bapiis
Ainisters of Sofrie
Churches

TH!JLIJ.}'

Dinistets have argued thal water bhang

157H1 |x

by
o :
1 Lhtt":'::'il.ﬂl

tdern Pentec ...,

not reguired for salbanon in Chrislizngs,
For erample, Abel Daming, inszng by
the practice of water baprism shewd .
discarded because it does nor hiold 5 :.
sigmificanice. I arpung his posinas, 5
referred 10 Jobn the Tapust who bangz.
Jesus Christ. According 1o him, the soa
putpose of warer Bapnsm dene by oy
when Jesus was abhouar w I_'I{:?'i-_'.- PLis
sty was for Joha to anaceoce 1imm
the world throweh haposm, "joelio msel
S‘Hjl_'] ”l j_:l"ldl._'“l:“d h::llj'l[i.:grt :."l.'_:-l.l. '-.-.-i.[|; wearcr bt
thie todprhitier than bailh bapaee voosebi e
Haly Chosm

lj*avina went further to esplin
the basic sipmificance ofwater and the Lrily
Ghost in baptism, saying Jesus Chesl hia
come to replace water with ibe ; I:.ﬁ-
Ghost, He asked, "Taoday, wiwe brapriat 1-::
us as Chodstians? Ts i John or sy lr"_:.::
Jesus, He does not use waler, Jesus uscs &
Holy Gheost. And if i 15 | nnn, he e

walet., Water  1s ﬁ‘_-'l]‘-.'!-ulll'- ol

ik
5 - 5 i i R

spiric.”” Quating the book of Jobn %
- . - b a e sUR

“When there was no Hlaly Cilost therd

o T Y T
water bur the maoment the Hoo
CAMNEC, WaATLCK -:::-:pued“."”

[-arle

Is nis teachings, John

_ . e il Jaeadl?
asserts thar the thief o the Cross 2=

.t TN
: o wqyed P
was not bapused, angd he was sE

faie. Mgy
11[:ps:_a“,.f'w-..n.r-.u.:’-.m-c-rp.:uj:.-'l|'1' ﬂ
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va ] AP, Hegpkead D
.!\,L'I L Kk ol
ve Joho owas ordained 1o s

LD
w328

| b anpdl when he was only
|'-|.'|1':-~'5I'-'-""""J I il & ¥

o days old. Flis mission was fozetold by
gk o

——— tsataly,  Laehi, Blalachy, sl
&_;nbrlﬂ-” jobin {the Daptst) seoms wo have
lyeEt) AWALS o Lhese :.':nr-::[}h::::lt:—x arnd seiuht
cecuriiy, confidence, and strength in them
qoho 1:23). Jesus who was himsell the
:._||_1,-.-,:-_1:: beneficiary of Joha's propheuc
wodk had high commpliments far bhis older
consint. Tle tald a mulntede of Jews thar
Joha was a burning and 4 shinog lipht
‘53:3%), and at anocher  Otne fesus  said,
'.-'-,'.'.:_I_'il‘ll" [ osay unto yvou, among them thal
are botn nf women theee hath pot tlsen a

greater than john the Bapust™ (Marr
11:11).

The ‘Baptism of Jesus Christ:

Masthew's account af the baptizm of Jesus
iz the loopest of all four Gospel accounts,
vomnprising all of five verses. [t emphasizes
lohn’s bumble hesitaney wo fulfil his sacred
tisseen of baptiziog the Son of Crod: 1
have need ro be Laptized of thee”
Matthew records Iohn as saviog, "and
comest thou o mer” Blaw. 3:14). Jesus
responds, “Suffer it to be so nowe for thus
1t becometh vs to flfil all fghteousness”™
13:15), and this might be meant to answer
mote than just joho's anxictics.” Pethaps
Matthew, with his clear understanding of
the necessity of baposm, included his
i"‘m“:hallﬂf between (he Baprist and the
Cheist 1o auswer the questons that some
would have concetned a sinless Messiab
FeceMving “the Baptism of repentance for
wsslon of sing” Jesus was Laptized
“ L) show mankind that although he was
te all-powerful Tehovah in the fesh, he
was hunible before his Father; (2) wimess
1% or covenanr with hiz Father that he

WO e R s
MG be abedient i3; show mankind the
SRCEee g,

1|.'I-".: cedy

EXACIOEES,  and discipline

ntet the kingd-:_u'n of {rod; and

thow, as Christ himself taughe, that
A Joup

EY) —
detmre ¥ oo N reanbor T

I';::-glw.ﬂl.":'i,.] (4] "
oL
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bapiism is accessary for sabvation (§n 333,
MeConkie  noted  tha . o fulfl o all
righteousness  is  te perfoo every
ardinanee, keeps LVery commandment, and

e every act necessary to the attainment of

cternal - libe™ I Josus  commanding

lovitation was Lo foilow hirm, wre showld
Enow what he did and how he did i

T skes acconme uf Jesus baptistm is .
tie shorlest among the Synoptic Gaspels,
wvnly two wverses inoall, This iz a lule
suprising following Luke’s attention Lo
detail leading up to thie imporrant evenl,
Although it is shosl, Luke does preserve
imporant details ool found in the other
Uraspels. Forinstanse, only Tauke mentions
that the beavens heing opened and the
Spirit descending wete a resalt ol Jesos
praying (3:217. Luke’s description of the
Huoly Ghost's appearance ar Jesus buptism
Is alse unique Mavhew, Mark, and John
each mention the Spint descending upon
Tesus “like a deve” (Mart. 3:16: Mk 1:10, Jo,
1324, but juke records that “the Haoly
Cihost descended in a bodily shape like a
dove "The Gospel of John suggests the
same idea tor the role the Haly Ghost
played ar the bapusm of Jesus. John {the
Beloved] records the Baptise as saying He
that sent e o haptize with water, the
sarne said untn me, upon wham thon shall
see the 3pint descending, and remaining on

hirn, the same 15 he which baptizetd with the
Haly Ghost."

Bﬂp\‘ism during the Apostles:

Falloaing the outpouring of the Spiezt al
Pentecost{Acts 21-4), Sinon Peler stond
up oo iaferpret the asscciated phenomena
by annauncing that the ecstatic speech that
onlaokess had witnessed when the [y
Spurt descended upom the assembled,
prayiny Christan community was not the
resull of doomkenness, but was rather the
fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel whie bad

i Stats, Migeris
el Publication of Federal University Wukar Centre For Researsh & Publﬁﬂ'&Tﬂr—#T'
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gyl i > balar Fovin 1hat
e orgaeatwngl @it a e

md  throwgh the
adl vworad L} RLUTLURLE an o
b tron of  maoke] panshes har e |
bty vablver Chan Yoraba, s L'Frp'.ﬂl'll?-ﬁll_""i'lli
pwwdel  wdnvudes the  plobe nun regione,
provitwes, Fones, atcas, and parishos, m tl_:ﬂl
order. By MWL ahe  proup was apiraring
pacshes i 1531 counmies. In Horin metropolis,
the regronal I'I{"!-I.‘Ll.]ﬂ.rllli"-t iz at Salw Oke anc
Puanehes of the chisech has spread o all strees
wieel Cosrpers ol e ey, 1

."".'ic:c::uniiug to Math  Adepoawon,

baprism by immersion in watee is the only
acceptalile method and practices of ROCCG.
RCCG has a Baptismal Manual  for
teaching the new convert hefore their
baptism. The baprism cotemony jn ROCG
5 & solemn everd conducred in the
presence of many members of the Church.,
It typieally begins with 2 seties of prayces:
and hymms, inveking the prescnce of Lhe
Flaly Spirit and Invoking God's grice o
the candidate. The pastor will then hless

the haptismal water, cODSCCrating it as a

whesuel  of spinteal  transformnation. The

warer baptsm will then be done by
nmersion in the natne of the Father, und
of the Bon and of the Holy Spitit. Tanl
associates water baplism wirk the gift of
- and the manifested sl of the
Spit include diverse chatismars (1 (o,

12:8-107 and the excellonce of love fl Cor

T2:31-13013). Agraing Ty declares thye
believers have been “baptized inte Chrst™:
they have received the Spirit by Faith, and
the signs of the SPidr include

o tiracles and
sanchfying wirneq CGral. 3127, 27, 522
23}

lﬂ-nlh:nwing immersion, Cllavar]e
5dys, the bapiized indiv
Jeonfinm theiy hy

their CONUTUbment rp bive in
m:q-_-urdu_m‘:: With jes moral gngd ethical
Panciples.  This Ay

% confirmation
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the person all pee LT
unlerecres Ped o ':'"P-.’.-rlxlhil..-,.
aied L A A partlupurlnr‘.l ol thl_' 1'.II."'|L§--___- ;

I Iy
E':I F'-I'-I_-:L'l':‘- %
RROFAITIEy)

their _:.piri.tu:.t] fourey. -”U'f}ug
participation  in  the . o
continues study of the faith, ih,, |.F"-'=.|Il|.;:-|:l
individual decpen
relationzhip with God and ¢, live | e
flicd with spidtual purpose an. .

slrives Les
|.|!|_-||.

A1 Mjs =4

W hen asked why the thier ,,,. the.
righit hand of Jesos on the cpoge BT svpy

withour been baptizeds Stephen B
I:Epnﬂd::d that Prio: to Chests dearh,
there wetre no Christians [Acrs 1 1:265),
A PETRON 0O tefject water baphsm,

prereguisite to salvation on he Disis
what the thief did a- did nnoe deo, i
comparable o Abraham seeking salvarje,,
by building an ark-—becavse .- Was s
Moak did to please God. §r would alsg be
like the rich voung suler (hatr, 19} re

gy

.'_'l'u'
ai g

Fusipe
Christs ditective to sell all his PUssessinns
because wealthy Eing Pravid did ros have

1o sell his possessions in arder 1o Trleas:
od. Romans 6:3-4 teaches (har L8 g weigy
b0 acquire “newpuess of lfe, we must be
baptzed into Chriscs death, be buried with
Christ in Lapuism, and then be raised feom
the dead, *

Iu her own  commene,  Alice
hifl]i‘aﬂjut.‘rla asserls that there was oo wi
for the thief o comply with the Mew
Yestament Laptism because Thrist had rot
diedl Christ Jud not been buried’ Chros
had oot been raise

- e an
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practice for Chistans, sytubolizing the

Lutaton o the Faith and the ﬂ:‘l-'nlﬂﬂﬂﬂ
ol sins. Tebegan with joha the Baptist, who
introduced a unigue baptism focused .D“
cepentance and prepanng for -_hc_ COMmLNg
of Jesus, Barly Christinn bapism was
influcnced by John's practices and r:vnlleﬂd
to symbalize a spintual r_mnafbm'n_aur}fj,
rlc‘.prcscnl:i.ng a pardcipant's new h&.m
Chest and their inclusion in the Christian
COMUMUMity.

Thr: paper concluded that watet

baptsm, as practiced by RCCG in Ilorin

metropolis, Migeria, plays a crocial shaping
theological beliefs, and econgrepational
anity. The histotical evolution of water
baptiam and ils role is 2 necessity for clear
and consistent teaching so @s to addreess

doctrinal conflices and enable Christians to

fully grasp its spiticsal relevance and
slgmiificant.
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