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ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF SECONDARY SCHOOL GIRLS
AND THEIR PERCEPTION OF THE ROLES OF ,WOMEN

v B
Miss Funmilayd Mowaiye
'ABSTRACT

. Mone often than not, the socialization expeniences of
f(nm(('s are geaxed towands _;hgj.in A(Ltu’l?. noles as mothens and
romemakens (Russo, 1976). This, it is believed, has some psycho-
caceal condtraints on femates, which invariably affect eveny
a?ca “f the female £ife, including academic achicvement. With
the changing times, howeven, mone females ane moving out of the
Ritchen and othen fonms of 'trnaditional' confinement. 1& follows .
Ingncﬁang That a female who 44 "non-thaditional" {n len nole
erientation may not be plagued by fear of success and may thene-
ﬂonc-bu able to penfonm well in school., 1t was therefonre the
PUrARose of this study to find out 4f there L8 any diffenence in
the academic penformance of fomale students having a "traditional"
perceplion of the noles of women vis-a-vis those having a “"non-
Daditional" penception. The neswlts of the study showed that
femabe students having a "non-traditional" penception of the roles
uﬁ.ummcnzpanUAm betten than thein countenparnts having a trhadi-
t&unat»geaegptLoQ of the no{e&‘oﬂ women, . '

& e L

20t s D A LNITS QRQ,QI;%QC,F;:Z:,;,,; £ 0L eA TG S
Inthe past; few Nigerianiwomen vdidisotherythings iapart from
the socfally approved or recognized.roles.of wives, mothers and
home makers. Many girls were not given the opportunity to attend
western - orfented schools bacause education was considered as
being frrelevant to the roles they would play in their adult lives.
Cender role steretypes are a major factor in the socialization
process of children across cultures. .

. According to lloffman (1977), the.socialization experiences of
glirls across cultures are geared towards motherhood. Russo (1976)
asserted that the females' type of socialization inflicts psycho-
logical constraints on them during womanhood. Rogers (1980)
belfeves that the socialization processes turn many women into
advocates of the home and family "destiny". Further, Rogers
asserts that women have been carefully trained for such types of
work, and are repeatedly told that it represents the best thax
Life can offer them. Lf Rogers' claim is accepted, then it iu
understood why women would not work on anything else, except co
plan their lives to suit their future roles as wives and mot-ers.
This psychological conditioning is strong to the extent that it

affeces'females' everyday 1{fe and interactions (Jongeward end
scote, 19706).
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REVIEW OF lTITERAT;URE

Rheingqld and Cook (1975), among others, have asserted that
girls are more likely to be given playthings of the mother's role,
while boys are more likely to be given toys that represent the
working world of Qqn,'qnql"";.[\;gir\:domegtic1 u'q,gio;ir.y‘nnd‘ roles.

Thus, Rosenfeld (1975) obaerv?d#éhétvbonY xqqu}nztﬂaée‘ﬁkilli

tn which they excel because of the advantages of ' masculine toys

they have been used to while girls excel in verbal activities

as a result of the {nteraction they have with their mothers
=durtng domestic work and more particularly during shopping errands..

Komarousky (1946) rcported the case of an intelligent girl who

was told by her mother that "'A' in philosophy is very nice dear,

but please don't become so deep that no man will be good enough

for you." On the other hand, 0'Leary (1976) asserted that socia-

Jization experiences such as the advice given by the mother in

the above story makes most teenage girls desist from getting

excellent grades and unquestionable A's, Kolhberg (1966) believes

that the acceptance of stereotypes such as the notion thgg females

are weak and i{ncompetent bring about a lower expectation for females

success in various tasks.

In a study reported by Doherty and Culver (1976), it was
revealed that there was no significant relationship between the
subjects' perception of females' sex role identification and class
rank. However, the investigations reported a significant positive
correlatich between verbal ability and sex-role expectatgons of 3
the girls in the study sample. .The sample in the study consiste
of 165 female students. The investigators used a 5-point scale s’
fnventory called "Feminine Sex Role Value'|to measure the sublec
sex role identification. MThe}inyeq;bry599?t31“ed'3“ S‘a‘?“e“lf :
of which one-half of the statements dealt with non-traditiona
feminine sex - role expectatiorns and the 'remaining half of thel
{tems dealt with traditional values attached to -female sex role
expectations. The results of the.above study might L tru% iér
the American sample. A similay or different result might be
expected in a Nigerian-based study, like!this ome.

PURPOSE OF STUDY

It is therefore the purpose of this study to find out the
difference. (1f any) in the academic performance of the girlsf
categorised as having 'traditional' perception of the xoles o ‘
women, vis-a-vis those categorised as having a 'non-traditional
perception of the roles of Wwomen. _

The results of this study may show that the education of
girls has an influence on their role perception and that this
might influence chém academically. i

\
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

. The regearch question of the study is: Do female students with
traditional' perception of the role of women and female students
with 'non-fraditional’' perception of the roles of women differ in
qcademic performance? ) !
Sample:- A stratified random sampling technique was used in this study
There are fourteen Local Government Areas in Kwara State, six of which
are designated educationally less developed.  There was a sample of
local government areas designated«as-éducationally.advantaged and the
local government areas designated as educationally disadvantaged. Next
from the sample of local government areas was.the sample of towns and
from the sample of towns was the sample of schools. From the sample
of schools was the sample of female students‘for the study randomly
selected as follows: Sixty nine girls from five schools: in-rural
settings and ninety-seven from three schools‘fn urban settings. Towns
that were considered urban in urban setting were selected from local
governments areas designated by the state governmenc_as:educacionally
developed. Towns that were considered rural in setting were:also
selected from the local government ~areas'desigr'|\a,ced aa'.edycatiQHAJ-ly
less developed. Towns considered . ds.ukbanidini setting . were considered
as such because most of the people living there, engage in non—agri-
cultural ventures and there are more facilities like educational 1in-
stitutions, industries and companies there as compared to towns which

were considered-as rural in setting. . _ =
o, wid nbomsed ti ]

Tnsthuments: i ke e )
An investigator - designed instrument, a questionnaire, was

used for the purpose of data collection on secondary sthool girls
perception of the roles of women. The insgggmeqt'was'used to
categorize the girls in the study as.hqging*gjfgr941tiona1f or.
'non-traditional' perception of the roles of women. Thecre were,
twenty-five items on a 5-point scale. The female students' academic
grades during a promotion examination ipto SSS '3 at Qhe Senior
Secondary School Level and their first term examination scores in
SSS 3 in English Language and Mathematics were collected and used
in the investigation. This was for the purpose of identifying

the: students level of academic performance. The questionnaire

used i1n the study was pilot-tested for its useability and reliabi-
lity. A test-retest method was used to determine the reliability
coeficient and which was 0.78. This was: considered reliable .
enough for operational purpose. The investigator personally
administered and collected the questionnaires., \I\\ ot e

T T I
RESULTS ' " ‘

The response of the students on the questionnaire were scored
and the scores obtained were used to assign them into either
having the 'traditional' perception of the roles of. wemen or the .
"non-traditional’ perception of the roles of women.

. 56
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e vaw scores in Bnglish Language and Mathematica for the
students were converted into a standard scores ( and combined)
‘or the purpose of analysis. An insignificant number of them
i1d not respond to the questionnaire because their school acores
vere not“immediately available. The questionnaires returned by
such students were not, 6 used.

(a) A t-test was performed on thé“méanﬂbcdr;s.of the male
students 1in English Language and Mathematics (N = 135),
i.e. those who were categorised as having traditional

~perception of the roles of women and the mean score for
female students (N = 27) categorised as having a non-
traditional perception of the roles of women. Females
with 'traditional' perception of the roles of women had
a mean score of 94,1 with an S.D. of 22.0, while their
counterparts with a 'non-traditional' perception had a
mean score of 104.6, with an S.D. of 20.2. The observed
t-value was 2,28, P < 0.05, which is statistically
significant. Thus, there was a significant difference in
ther academic performance of the subjects in favour of
those who held a non-traditional perception. The hypothesis
is not rejected., This finding is similar to the findings
of researchers such as Fitzpatrick (1978) who noted that
women with a non-traditional orientation towards female
roles perform better than thelr counterparts who clung -
to traditional orientations. This finding is not sur-
prising, since females with non-traditional _perception of
the roles of females may not be plagued by the fear of
success', a state which has been proved\to 1nhib1t

J H \

performance (Horner, 1972)+ .

(b) The investigator carried out a sort of data snooping by

* looking at the female students performance in English.
The t-test performed on the mean scores in English
Language for the girls in the two groups.under study
ylelded a t-value of 1,62, P > 0.05, which is not stati-
stically significant, Female students with non-tradi-
tlonal perception had a mean score of 51.4 with an S.D,
of 10.1 as compared to their' counterparts who had a mean
score of 47,5 and an S.D. of 11,6,

(¢) In Mathemat{cs, t-test was performed on thwm mean scores
for female students with tradittonal perception of thes
roles of women and those with non-traditional perception
of thesroles of women, The nbserved t-valu: was ¢ (160)
= =2.23, P ¢ 0,05, which is qtacistically significant,
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Female students with non-traditional perception of the
roles of women had a higher mean score of 53,2

Female students with non-traditional perception of the roles of

of women had a higher mean with an S.D. of 4.1, as
compared to their counterparts with traditional percep-
tion who had a mean score of 46,7, and an S.D. of 13,9,

Thus, there is a significan; differences 'in the per-
- formance of the subjects in the two Rroups.

D\SCUSS\ON"' |hemase KW
As the study revealed, female' students vith non-traditional

perception of the roles'of women arform better thanitheirl counter=
parts who had a traditional perception of the voles of women.

This could be as a reeult of the ‘fact that they may not be plagued
by 'fear of success', a state ‘that Worner (1972) ‘has proved to
{nhibit performance. The difference 'in periormance in English
language for the two groups which was found not to be statiaticnlly
significant could be because the subject is regarded as 'feminine'.
cven though students with non-traditional perception oi the roles
of women still had a better performance.

It 1s not surprising that female students with non-traditional
perception‘of the roles of women performed better than those who
had @ traditional perception of roles of women in Mathematics
since as Kirschner (1982) remarked, Mathematics is regarded as a
masculine subject, and researchers such as Cramer (1974) have
proved that boys perform better in the subject than girls because
of this. It follows that girls who have:a non-traditional percep-
tion of the roles of women and who may not perceive Mathematics

as being a masculine subject may not only take a 1iking to it dut
strive to perform welllin'tve subject.:

The’ finding of . this" study‘isﬁsimilar.to\that of Fitzpatrick o
(1978) and 0" Leary»(wae)quhonobsew diithata pwne.witmmuxidir-'
tional orientationitowards (fe !a'?b eﬂt”" ﬁgy Pg;ﬁormqpqe
than those who'clug :o"th Odraq

e Pl RN ‘ fonuserrdaitemiasses . -
roles, P gl n} - M‘ !l 2 h\\‘.. ..‘,?“_l.;“ P G R R R O
From" tne‘fipgi £ th 1itgbec estnecessary io:{u-w-i~--

school psychologists anafcouncefi%?s¥toﬁ36ﬁn ﬁwtheit‘iemale Lo A R
students without gender‘“biad“°“The 'need“to‘atreaa‘theﬂiacl that
females embracing achievement' and'success) especially’ in the
so-called masculine fields, is not wrong. ' This becomes nece-

$8a8ry sQ that female students can strive ‘as high as their male
counterparts academically, «: ‘fi o vis AR
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