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* LEGAL ENFORCEMENT OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN NIGERLA: WHAT
FRUSTPECTS?

w

GRACE OGONDA AKDLOKWLU®
&
BARAKAT ADEBISI FAJI =

Abstract
This paper examnes itsies suerounding the enfarcement of womien's rights in Nigeria and
cnerially considered enforcements bused on extan legal provisions as well az the exereise
o dicial powers of the cotrts In that regard The paper posiied that womien Flghs in
\seria are acknowiedged by both domestic and international legul regimes yuch s the
enititution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 and the Lomvention Sfor M
Eimination of Forms of Discrioimediond dfpiensl Wommen (T EDA W 070, Faarthermere, i
raper pasity that ihe legal provisions prolecting the rights af wasmen notwithianding, e
whardinate role imposed on the female gender through improper socialization processes
torme out of a pariarchal systim eontimer affect wamen in Nigeriz. This poper Ferwaver
hile acknowledging the efforts of some cowrts in Nigerin in cases bothering on
whmmpements of the Fights of women fo rectate the position of the law and tngixt on the rule
of ew emphatized that the Nigerian govermmend meeds Io fake more Sieps io guaranice the
cratection of righty af ity citizens especially the protection of more vulnerable persony like
wemin The paper calls for the legislature to domesticate the CEDAW and make other
ecific women ariented legislations to stem the current trend of axsaul cases, rape and all
fores of violehee againgt women, The paper odvecates fudicial acibvism and enjoins the
wliciary o use all available oppartunities offered by cases before them ta pronounce on the
rights of women iready enshrined in our stgtuve books fo bring life to the letters of the law
Intemtiona! gender friendly policies and mainstreaming should guide execulive actions while
low enforcement agencles showld creale special units to be re-trained fo enforce gbuses of
wamen 't rights in Nigeria Proper socialization and education of chiidren on éguality of
sersons and the rule of low showld commence m primary schools while massive
snlightenmen) compaigns an rights of eltizens ay enshrined i extant luws should be the
focur 6f the National Qrizntation Agency

Keywords: Women: Human Rights; Legal Eaforcement; Nigeria
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Enforcement of legal rights of peesons in socisty s the major taak of government. I-Inwlw-:'il
wicl enforcenments are carricd out by the selevant government sgencies coRinue o domimELe
discussions i Nigeria amd beyond. The processes and trategies pdopted by govemiment 10
uphald the provisions of the constiion and other Inws reman the kemel of good
covormamee which ensures that nahions 20 bevond mere legal proncuncemenis a.THl
documeniation o action and eivil ohedience. The Constitatienal Insistence on the equality
of persoms in Wigerin is impeschoble and gives sirength to the continddus calls for the
profection &f humon nghts by differemt groups, azencies and r!-un-gu'n:'nmqumnl
erganizations. In fact the world s recent targer of gender equality through the :_-l:.slmnuhh
Development Goals which has the protection af women from violence &5 a cardinal gosl w0
te achieved by nations are all pointers Lo the hope of emancipation of woman frem the
shackles of cultural and male engineered skavery anid dominace.

Enfarcernents of legal instraments therefose concern all legal procedures adopied to compel
the obediznce of citizens 1o the provisions of relevant laws. The instruments for the legal
enforcement of women's rights in Nigeria isclode the police, the courts and gavernment
spencies ereated wnder law to put approved socictal rules of behaviowr into effect, 1t is trite
that the struggle and agitation for the total emancipaticn of the women in Migeria especially
from  customarily tolerated and sometimes induced violations of women's Tights is
rubiisting, Weomen in Wigeria- still strugple 1o protect their constitutional right to human
dignity and self worth, the right to be heard and associate with others on equal basis and nat

45 an appendagze 1o the man, the tight to shun cultural peactices such as female circume isions
and eorly marriage which threaten her right to life and o on.

It i5 trite however that with increased advocacy of govemment and non-govemmental
agencies some progress has been made in the protection of women's nighis in Nigenia
especially with the many meore women organizations speaking against such practices which
appear seerningly nermal and natural but are actually violstions of the human rights of
women. It i recognized that the continuous interference of varions customary practices
have made protection of women rights a mirage and especially with the greater male
population of the Nigerian potice atready indoctrinuted with the idea of male superiosity and
dominance. Cme of the identifiable drawbacks o legal enforcement of women rights in
Nlgetia |5 the lack of commizment of the govermment to enforce kegal instrumiénts aleeady
gniered into and 10 domesticate other relevant instrumests, Also inhibitive is the euliure of
silene in the face of vicktions and the sceming seciemal lothirgy 1o legal options i cases of
disgriminptions agamnst women, Propress needs to continue to be mude however, to sustam
the tempo of highlighting incidences of violations of women rghts. The Wigerian
povernment should continue o take responsive steps to prosecute affenders in 1oisl

complinnge with internationally agreed protocels and legisiations.
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30 Legal Enforcements of Women's Rights in Nigeria

powered to interpret laws and uphold the rule af

The judiciary which is constitutionally em
smen in MNigeria The

lyw s 2 eritical role o play i the enforcement of the rights of the we
varios conrs established wnder the constitution adjudicate on matters bardering on the
infringement of these rights o even where such infringements have not occurred but are
nerceived to be likely since the Constitution g—m:—dﬂ the right of persons wha fear such

infringements o approach the cours for refief,

rights through the courts af law, @ is imporant B
wavs insisted on the constitutioanl rights of women
ather considerations to uphokl various customary
pracisces which negase constitutional provisions,  For instance, in {hke v Ohke,"the Urhobe
custoen which permitted only the eldest san of a maz 1 inherit the hotse where his father
lived and died sopether with the wik or wives 25 pari of the estate of the deceased was upheld
b the Sapreme Court. Some of these Jecisions actually worsen the fase of the females in
their stmggle for full emancipation. Also in Akinnubi v Akimmebi® the Supreme Coust
confirmed that the custom in most Nigeriaa communities = that a widow is regarded as 4
mere chattel, a part of her deceased hushard's property anid is inberitable by her deccassd

husband's make relatives,

In discussing enforcement of women s
ciate that the Nigerian cours have not al
bt have in some cases been swayed by

d certiln customisy practices cspecially treatng the
woman hesself as o property 10 be inherited by the deceased hushand’s male relatives and
thus incongruent with her rights as enshrined i the Constitution asd other legal instrumienis.
For instance, in Exsien v Exslen & ors™ the Count of Appeal m considering the rights of 2
marricd weman who questioned the povwer of er husband wo sell propenty jointly acquired
by them withaut her consent took & position that could only be interpreted as treating a
wemin &5 subardinate ta aman. The trial court insisted that the weman proved her aghts as
comcwiier of properey by shewing cvidence of payments and contributinas mads 10 the
purchase of the property. It & interesting that no such demands were made of her hushand
concersing his rights 10 the property. , From the facts of the case she sought a declamation in
the High Court of Cross River State that the 1" respondert could not sell the property without
her consent for could e transter the property witlwout her consent. The triad court howover
dismissed e appellant's case o s eatirety and upheld the eounter- claims of the ™8
respondents who had sold peaperty 1o the 4" pespandents. The appellant appealed 1o the
Court of Appesl which dismissing the aopeal held that a direct financial condribution fo the

These couris have viriously uphel
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nireilise price of the matrmionial kme or to {he repayment of the mortzage InEnimEnts in
et thereof is sacrosanct hefore joint imerest could be inferred, and that in the instam
cise, the trial court wasTight not 1o have infersed joint ownership of the propemy in lisus B
fvour of the appellant as she faiked to explain the quality and guantity of har cantribution
o give details and particulars of the contributien whiich would be have enabled the court 10

Jevide whether of not she owned the property with her hushand.

The position of the-gourt in the shove case is InsiuCive. It underssores the discrimination
minst wemanhand even by our couns because in Etefon’s cose a5 in Meanya's . j1is only
the wapnat that was pequeired: 1o give particitlars of ber contributions 1o e matrimenial
~mpérty for her cigim 10 ownership to be recognized by ihe conrt unlike the man. This is
verv diseriminaiory and not intandem with our laws. ' In fsct, the same position wos adopred
i the Supreme Court in Drwnciiaioe ¥ Cmwnehekwa’” which donied a wife her clrim of
so-cwnership of matrimonial property en the grounds that she could not furnich evidence of
coptribuition to the purchase of the property in fotm of receipts, and in addition, the court
witgrated that the wife by ssistom is owned with her property by ber husband = chattel, The
decision of the Supreme Court in Adaku doidi v Edward Nwast g the dempnd for prood

of jeint ownership of property by she woman with due respeet is discriminatory whaere
Kutigh, 1SC{as he then was) in the lead judgment stated that the woman “whien she came i
retifiv in gowrt ought to have explaised the quality and quantity of coptributhons which would
\rve emnbled the court to decide whether or oot she awned the property with PW1 {her

s b b

she decisions concerning the rights of women 1o
infserit property despite various contrary positions held by native law and sustom. In Likeje
o Ui the court considered the right of the respondient whose paternisy was in issue becawse
the was born ot of wedloek to mherit frem ihe lae father's estote, The pluintif¥resporsdent
alleged thal her paternity was acknowledged by the deccased in ki life tme and 5o she was
entitled 10 his estate, The trial judge found for the respomdent where upon e appellant
appeshed. The Courl of Appeal however d miissed the appeal, and the appeliant appealed to
the Supreme Court which dismissing the appeal held umongsl others that-

The courts are becoming mare proaciive in

The paternity of the respondent as the daughter of the deceased
s seqtled and that the Igbo Mative Law and custom which
disentitles o female from inhcriting in her Late father's estale 18

ey ireed ot Trom, digerimanalions; 5 72(1) Marimonkal
dings with respect to setlsment
i W oirdarslineds
5 of aquality of men

| Gpe 5, 420118 f b which provides the righs of eilizems
i gises At 1070 which enjoim the coarts | the execise alits power i proco:
of peaperty (7 matrimnnidl petiers sdop schemed thecoart “cowddera sk und equitublo
[ ike g5, 16(h) CELIA WA providos et Sos pertiod should ensiste an the bt
arvdl winmmen The same ris for both spouss in respect of cunership, oeqaisitem, anagemens, sl nEirEin,

enjayment ad diapesitian sl praperty
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vald as i comflicts with 542 (19(a) and 2 of the 1968

conatiiuhon

Inese cascs establish that prior to the landmark dezision of the Supreme Court in Chivibor
ekt i e ¢ Miaria Nweke i which the rigts ol a widcw 0 iilwerit and hold property
of the late hushand was upheld by the coant, several sthier decislons had been taken m tha
yppasite by similar counsn sigeria

¢ Likefe: ¥ Mojekett v Moyjekva; ' and
A women 1o mier i propeny
cnn safcly conclude that the
ng the rights of

There are also other eartier cises Fach-as 1o el
b v Neehwr ™ w hiere the Nigerian coorts uphehd the rights
in secordancr with constitutional provisions. By and large, one
consris in Nigeria before the Dkgje s case have beew incomsistent in upholdi

wermen 23 enshrined s the consitrhon.

The legisiatere is key 10 the protection af women rights through the enaciment of appropriate
laws ar through the amendment of existing laws [0 ExXpunge provisions that are elearly
diseriminazory of women rights. The kgisiamr: e alsp make better impact an the proper
enforeement of women's rights by ensaring that imernational legal instruments entered mto
by Nrperin ore made applicable as law through the domestication of game a5 required by
Sectian12(1) af the 1999 Constinwtion, Thers can be no talk of enforeement of rights wien
the ineiruments providing the rights are not acéecded the status of Nivws in Nigeria bul remain

mere directives for action by member Stales

40 Prospects of Enforcement of Wamen's Rights

There it much hope for improved protection of women’s rights in Nigeria especially through
dieliberate govermment policies o implement the majorsustainable development goals which
affct women specifically, The trget of the Sustamable Dévelopment Gonls Programme i
for pativss 10 develop plans and stategies for sustained develepesent of all persons. 1t tlso
crmiirmcss the crcation of opportunities for the maximization of individual and collective
poientials w0 ensume eradication of poverty and 10 improve the standard of living of ali
persons. The Millennium Development Goals Programme a precursor of the Sustainalile
Dievelopment Goals programme had § clear goals, namely; to eradicate extreme hunger ana
peverty; 10 schieve universal primary education; o promote pender equality and cmpaows
wormen; 1o reduce child mortality; to improve maternal health; to combat HIV/AIDS, matar
and other diseases: ensure environmental sustainability and 10 develop global parmerihip foe

development.
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[hisc gelals which centred on improving the lives of humzn beinzs shobally ore afl critical
iit thiz protestion of the fights of women in Migeria, Croal 3 which |5 especially airmeed ol
schievine gender equality and women's empowerment 1§ direstly oonceried whis ensurig
ihe applicatian of the rights ol women 0 socisty. The LN torget 10 EmoOTAE g?uﬂrmnFrﬂ
pilictes fmrpeted af eliminating gender dispasity in primary u-iuluunr: b 2005 The
Willennism Development Goals {MIGs) wwere theredare inernationslly agroed i ol
tarzeted goaks for ensuring sender equality and achey ine sustainnlibe developmest” ~1ney

cappspn (he Tis coliective snd integrased atrerngt to {mprave the lives and chances ol the

wirlel's pn.'ll.'lr.""

W i dehatshle however whether these goals were schieved m Migeria. According 1o

P
The gap between the millennium develogment goal of gender

equality and ils actialization in Migaria however is the action
dilernima by the Nigeran govemment that w typified by mis-
governance, lack of political will, the prevailing patriarchal
cultare, [alse public investment and the shwence of adequats
productive capacity thal will create the apportunities for
women ermpowerment aml development.

that “some laudable ¢fforts lave been mnde 10 pat m place the
ed for the elimination of gender disgrimination W casure
gender parity and human digrity,” while acknowledgmg that “mender education has pot
permeated all levels of the poputace and the Impression that gender issues negatvely pose a
shillenype 10 sccepled nonms and values of marriage, family and religion is also rife and

sy jifepn o

Ejemudo however conceded
weceqsary mechanisms requir

The fiet that Nigeris 3 a signatory to the Millefinium Developmsent Goals which simed to
siznificantly reduce paverty, inequality anil disease by 2015 leas shown its commitment o
wchieving these goals by emphasizing partnership with all levels of govermment, elvil society
arganizations, women groups, United Mations Agencees. ™ [hege exist very many indicaiors
of progress from such partnerships and eollaboration o promoting women's political
paricipatioay, collective suppart &0 the passing of critical laws in States Housss of

I Lniiad Maiions Desopmesr Progrsmm (LR Report (20125 ovailabie o
itiprifiwen UMD Wi incloivetimwth Lender- Bdine K. armoessed EEAAR,

" | Rigz, “The Milenium Bevelopment Gedis® |n ¥ Desi & BB Poler (ed)The Copaadion T'o Darwrfopmed
fadier (7% culition, London, United Bingdom, Hoddér Tduration, H0d)p, 34

'K B Eaemuds, 'Gender Eggalfy and Womgn Empowermen) in Miperin: The Desirability and brmitabllity
of 4 P Appronch® (20 313 (4) Develaping Counry Studics, 39 avadlable of wimedists (fp. scesssed on
i Al 3019,

K 0 Bjemudn, “Gender Equlity and Women Empursennen in Wigeria: The Desieshility acd Ineviakbiy
o o Pragmaile Appenech’ (201313 64) ﬂ;'{l'Ell-C-'p‘-i-'I..'L!-'.“'I-'l"l-' Srudies. 50 wwailabbe o poww s o, sossed I.'l.-'l
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A eeemblice, girls edication RIS, givoaacy on harmiul |::u.1il:_|_t_:|:;|'. prachices el

cnErding pactnersiips 1o sl with pender and 90 il hased vinlense

A coprding to Yintagesa m, ™ “the performonce appraisal of Migeria § pliirnesmil yEar ||:lurm:3._'
po achieving the 521 Wi lienmium Developmet Cioals ks mixed. Progress wowards five MDGs
jai been belos pYCRARES bt propgress s Been less satisFactory towards the threg u:f.llu:.'
sk Acconding 1o the wrilss, A progresa had bedn made In gonl 1 on peverty pedwation
w5 YE1% of the populacs atill live in abjecy poverTy, A growih i the £OMOEMY hias ot
penemied adequitt employmest..." Some progrées fns ke¢n made in schicving universal
pFimTear sducntion although ™ e siikl secords larpe momibsr af ol pfF school childres. Faor
gl 3, gerder purity g equaliny 1 nat achived in Wigeria abhoagh govemment hare made
efions to engowrnge female scemomic empowerment

since 2015 moved gway frem the Millonnium Development Goals @
Tusiainable Development Croals a5 a resultof the fuilures af most countrics especinlly the
thivel warld countries 1o nchibove the M which were miainly govermmel driven. Goal 3
which 14 an Ciender equality is crftical to the profectinn of womean's rights in Migeria.

The weadid hod

The Susiainabe Development Geals programme sarpets develnpment that mests the noed of
the poesent generation withaul compromising the peeds of Tuture BE perations. The
susienance of the natural resoORceEs in & particular efvirsnment hilps protect the sights of
women and the girl-child 10 curvival and life. The Nigenan governmenl's adoption of the 17
Gueninabie Development Gioals indicntes its willingness b enforce the rights of wamen &%
Srticatated in the United Nations' programme of development. Writing on sustainable peacs
pad development Ajive™ opsned that g istainalile pemce and development invalve the
sransformation of the socal and political envirgnment that is responsible tor ingquality and

historical grievances,

Democritic governance in Nigeria enhances sndd pramotes human rights, The few women &
gy various feglsiative houses coptinually draw public amention in women issues themely
creating room For dinstt Wamen participation in docision making. It is trite that e enaciment
- f the National Centre for Women Development Act? has greatly improved the prospects
of the pplication of the rights of women in N igeria. This Act seeks 10 establish the Mationa!

;r.,-d;,m,_-, ;I;:mglr Palicy: The Matianal Coaliticn on Adfrmative Action (MCAA) “Nationsl Cenger Pulicy

nnoking Fqua Cipparinity® Bl avaistle W pipleosy npcil Al smaiipgnal ealloy i Bt
et g 20T e/ ongrgmatipnal pollgs seimsgn i
1 Viniugeses, "Millenninem tu:mm;m.uu Goals: A Perfamiinge Review for Nigena ; AGgHE In, 2]
-_|:-'.'ul.1l:|'lr. 3 g {-"-.w:,u,|||-||'.5|[|;|;||;5[|:,__-|r]g.'u|l|I5-;|||-u|-:g-,_1-!|gr|_-.-'r_-_g|--,||'=.-n pocessed on § hlarch 2OLE

. S-!] .-".I bive, “lniecurity and The Tiger Dglta Envirprnest, Sugizinable Pece smzl Disweioqement: An
Crvarview (2015) HXy Journal of Ercronmesi and Exnrh Scienos available ot wanwbise.org Feissed m. ]
April 015 =

H ap BES Waal, 1, Laws of the Federation of Migeria (1LFH) 20
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for the general purpose of designing developments
¥ . )

pn i Nigeri.

Fente for Wwommen development
dent from the sstahlished functions

epamimes and activities fr the advancement © [ wam
I |'r.'_F'.i55i:l11E imipact of this censre o1l gender issues 15 EY]

which siate that:

COmMSCInUENEES wvwarids the giiainmiesl

the Centre shall be reaponsible o stimulate
of higher levels of development fof Nigenan WwOmEH, g
il. 10 promoete intermational co-operation giimulating onac

ptla NNt of development and activity for womed.

wywards the

wjectives, the Centre is expested 1o promote resgarch ”“E_:' 1‘11::L
¢ af Womer; serve as & dnta bank on women and development 1

aulation of policies affecting women in FEAS of tﬂucﬂh_l}ﬂr
employment, health and fineince; provide training n <kill developnient, m;;ﬁ g,cm:::ll I:T!I'Il:l‘
provide forum for guidance, counselling and mnh_lhzaliuu. of women n th the ru e
irhan centres; and laise with national, regional and international agencies imvalved 1nwa

develppment programmes.

To achigve the above o
setivitics and achiovemen
Nigerla, facilitate he for

Tscre is.a rengwed vigour in the fight 1o protect the human rghts of women in Higcr_i.ﬂ. with
discriminaiory

the increased eourage of our courts i insisting and pronouncing on the non i
provisiens of our Constitution against the application of some ObROXIOUS and wnjust
saditional practices which have no legal backing. In this light, the effort of the S::Ié..lpn:we
Court of Nigeria in the landmark case of Cnyvibor Anekwe & anor ¥ Maria Nweke which
sught to establish and restate the right of a widow without a male child to inheri f rom her
hisshband contrary i the chnoxious  dIseriminaioTy customary practies of  Amikwo
commumity in Awka which did not recopnize her right of inheritance is commendable.

i the instant case the respendent o widow instituied the aetion in the cusivmary court
sithough the matter was later transferred to the High Court of Anambra State, Awka by a
court order. The respondent claimed 1 declaration of statutory right of pecapancy over A
piece of lond which was the property of her late hiusband and an order of injunction against
tae appeliants from further trespass on the said propeny. In establishing her elaim in court,
the respondent contended that she had the right 16 ber husband's property whether she had a
male child ¢r not according to the cusiom of the Awka people. The appellants however
dented the respondents claim and counter claimed that the property in dispule was not
partitioned Land but remained family property which was inheritable by only first sons in
wccession. The trial court granting the claim of the respondent dismissed the counterclaim
of the appellants whereupen they proceeded on appeal to the Court of Appeal which attirmed
te dccision of the trial court and dismissed the appeal. The appetiants dissatistied with the
decision of ihe Court of Appeal proceeded to the Suprome Court which toed the line of the

1 8lyrianal Cestre for Wamen Development Act, Cap N15, Vol. L6, LFN 2004; 8. 51 2)
B pa ] WLER, (po 1412) 3593,

93V
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wer courts and hetd that the cusiom of the Awka people of Anambra State which stated
:L::: etarried woman who-had only daughters and no male child for the hushand cannot
inherit landed property from the late hushand as pleaded by 1h= n.pp&:“ﬂ-lﬂls whao relving on
the stipposed custom disinberited the woman and her children, i barbaric and repugnant to
satural fustice, egquity and good conscience and ought 1o be sbolished.

Judicial activism and courage displayed in this case has indeed set T.hn:_ proper 1one for the
protection of the human rights of wemen and the girl-shild by insisting on the clear ".nd
express words of our Constitution which mssis on 1h-.--¢qua_lnr:r'_rrl"=ll persons despite
custamary Laws to the conriry, Fram the dicta of the leamed justices, the prospects of propet
enforcement of the girl-child rights through the judieiary are high. It ie s wake-up call to
persams whose rights have been and are being Infringed to shake off the 1083 of foreed silence
and take legal steps to redress violations, The Ciurt per Ogunbiyi 15.C. stated thar

The custom and practices of Awkn people upon which the
appellants relied for theit counter claim is herehy outrightly
candemned in very strong terms. In other words a custom of
this nature in the 21% century societal setting will onlky tend to
dapict the abserce of the realities of human civilization. It is
punitive, wncivilized and enly intended to protect the selﬁsh
perpetration of male dominance which is aimed at suppressmig
the right of the womenfolk in the given society, One would
expect that the days of such obvious differential discrimination
are over. Any culture that disinheriis a doughter [rom her
father's estite or wifie from ber husband's property by reason
of Ciod instituted gender differential sheuld be punitively and
decisively dealt with The punishmeni should serve as a
deterrent measure and ought 0 be meted oul against
perpetrators of the culture and castom. For o widow of a man
1o be thrown cut of her matrimoninl home where the had lived
all her life with her fnte hushand and children by her late
husband's brothers on the ground that she had no male
children is indeed barbaric, worrying and flesh skinning.

suhommed J.5.C. ina similar vein stated thot the practice of such cusiom:

15 a direct challenge 1o God the creator who bestows male
children only, female children only {as in this matter), or an
amalgam of males and females to whom he likes. He also has
the sole power 10 maks oae a barten, Thereis nothing virtlly
one can do if one fimds oneselfl in any of the sitvations. To
perpetate such a practice a5 15 claimed in this matter will
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appear asnchmnbae, 1||:-.:r|:|:||uq1|-|'_- ad unpregressive.

wlfends s rale of matural justice, squity gnd gowel vomscie e,

That practice miast fude cut ond flow equity, equality, mistice

and B3z play 1o reign in the sociery.

§ ToMpwoets 180 the Fustors which the appellany pleaded s & singilas Cusiom n other
N ilmmunites;

| Whemetn & wid

ow s redueed. to o chagel aad a1 of 1he
hasbanid's estane constitubes the b ighk o man®s inbimanigy i
v, his own mother, the mather of nationg, and the Rand
that rocks the eradle, The respondent i responsikle for
baving female children. The eraze Tor male elialiaen for which
& womin could be dénbed ber rights 1o her deceasad b

er 1athor’s property is not justified by praciical realities of
boday s world.

A 1 Mustaks-Coamnsdie Jor e Ariwonls 150,

shiald b declnsed void s all time, Saime should be éo
thit descriminates spainst fo
ind pradeser of childeen,
1 fumale child gy hier {aik

child

“the snid coxtom dway {ram i, it
ademned by all"and “such a costem
male children is a chollenge on Goad Almighty wheo is the maker
-t will therefore be inhuman and mjustice & disesiminate agamss

Er'S propenty o o widow on the grovnd that she has only femnls

rem for her lato hushand” respectively. The Supreme Conrt siated farther that “Tvo marter
% circumstances of the birth of' g fem

wle child she is enaitled 1o ninheritanee from ber late
futher™s estaio.

The courts have also toed the sima e i the earlier cnses of Mojekwu v Aofeiwa™ where
the Ciur af A poeal held that a custom which ql lowed the sury iving brother of the deceaned
i died intestats to inkerit the landed property of the deceased 10 the Lotn] enclusion of the
widaw and her davghters becnise she had ne son was FepuErant 1o natural jistice, squity
M2 goadd conscience and was also unzonstitutions] foe breaching the right 1o frecdom frowm
discrimination. Also i Nesbw v MewkwnMhe Supreme Coury held that any castom that
discriminated aeainsg the WOmEn"s ripht bo nbert her hushand"s PrOpEry wWos repagnan,

eated and chasged with protection of women's rights in Nigeria fnelude
the Mutionnl Human Rights Craiumission (MHILCY; the Mitiona) Agency for the Probibition
of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP} which is o creation af the Trafficking in Persons
(rahiition] Lew Enforcement and Administritian Act 2007 and ehnrged with the task of
addressing the menace of trafficking in persons, the degradation and explaitation of R
minky women sid chifden in the entire country. Whilst these institutiane hsave recarded

Dber inatisuiions o
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i) Cenclodion
[ Lot S anenihady TOCOEATAEs,

Furidarmenial fog wodinmes 0
yariners rghts by protesd
it tHacussbms Iyt

cieral Tepublie of Nigeri
cstahlishes and indecd provides certain rights desribed a3
Nigeria, It is abo Wit chit several imarmatinnal conventiont prisviele
women globally as members af the human family. Cirniler. 15s0Es
nlwiys cropped U s chiims of marginalizaticn antl gven autrighl Nes rocagritiom of PR
cantinii 10 arse. JUisalso e ihat wirious human rigthts struments srel et handams mx st
e enforcement of the rights of women against systematic abuis 0 Nigerin. Herw elfective
hese sirateies are have haon the focis of this paper wivieh comeludes that wppEn 8 Barean
Hihts abuses canlinue 1a trend in Mlgerin despite legal provvisions b the comtrary. This paper
attributes the peratsient vinlations of women'# tights faciors gich as the ever present
irtorforence of various GUstomAay lqw, the culture of silense and] relugtance to laks el
actions against viplators and ihe tardiness of the Nigerian governmenl in domesticating
selovanl ternational laws a8 well as the incfficiency of its ngencies 1 carvyout affoctive

enfiorcement of extablished rights of women

(e Constifution of the F

This paper therefone recommends 1he frmievcdinte daimestication of CEDAW as well mt 10
enactment of specific legislations pridecting women From assatilts, rape and winlense of all

typas. Abso, the Rill on Gender and [aguinl Cipportunitics fill 2016 should be pepresenicd 1o
the B A ssmmbly and passed into law in Nigerin as it will be hertor suited 1o captura the neerls
of Miperian wormen agninst the backeround of curront palitscal, econtmic mnd wainl realitias
iovernment should integmie wamen rights issues and gender. cducatian nin the penbor and
secondary sehools currieuluts 10 ENSUre PrOpEr oclalization, Gender Equality, Purity ani
malnstresming should form the basis of government policies and aetivilies W EnLUfe

substantial development,
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