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CHAPTER 15

MORAL DEVELOP^^^^^ti^&&^tt^ IN ISLAMIC
EDUCATION AS PERCIEVED BY PEOPLE OF ILORIN, KWARA
STATE, NIGERIA

T. AkanbiAP'Akanb\rMA.AhmedandR.B. Ahmed

JNTRObUCtidN
'?

t>

What Is Science?

Science means many things to many people, depending upon the level of
understanding ofthe word. To the scientists, it is a way of thinking, a way
of looking at the world around us. It is not just a list of discoveries or just
the scheme for naming plants and animals but a product of human
thought nurtured by experimentation and application. Science is the most
powerful toolAfbrAhuman development and at the sameAtime.wfpr his
destruction if negatively used. Science is not just everything in our life on
earth/ but one of the most important and the most overwhelming
achievements of human, arising from his ability to think and
communicate.

Science is a body of knowledge. It is an enterprise in which developing
nations like Nigeria depend upon to enable them develop in areas of
techhbib^r^Ajayi, 1991). Abimbola and Omosewo (2006) state that
^science can geherally'be defined as a body of knowledge, a way of
investigatihg;:andla way of thinking in the pursuit of an understanding of
riature'CtpJsiVAbimbola (2013) described the state of science in national
development and explained why advancement in science and technology
are necessary for perfect understanding of the universe and that this is a
necessity for;allABajah (1993) elucidated that for the sake of simplicity,
science could be attributed to twoAComponentsA3s:; The mass of
information about nature which scientists have accumulated and (ii) the
process by which this accumulation will take place. The common feature
of this definition is the emphasis placed on the development of thought
processes rather than the acquisition of certain scientific facts.
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art of the seientiSSv ™"v ''* "* trad,ti°na»V considered

hat Is Science education?

«**. traditional subject, included &J5£L£SEff
-earth, space,and human sciences (Wikiped,a, the free encXS
at* Islamic •EdMcailon^

%££&&f* * "* °f ?°°d deeds^that there would, be' ^cur^harmow tranquility and development in the socle*

.individuals In,the society. Islani teaches moral education in all
oon a ^°Clal' P0"tlCal' econ^ic/ legal and others Islamnon according to Education Encyclopaedia (2014) has hSng embracing, knowledge in genera, bfrSrk wh ?t
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What is Moral Education? ';• ;/»j

Trie word moral comes from a Latin root (mos, moris) which means the
code or custpms;.of people, the social glue that defines how individuals
should live together..Moral education isthat education that teaches right
or wrong of an action. Moral education givesa set of rules of conduct
based on the principle of right conduct rather than on law or custom. First
and foremost, weinote that words like 'humility!, truthfulnessVand 'justice'
ar^ife more of behavior.
Foriexample, modesty isa quality of measuring human behavior and can
be jexamined;from the viewpointof :sciencevandlslamic;education. Ahmed
(201^) pbihted^dut;}the importance of morals in the use of Hijab. In the
paper,.;, the; presenter >reiterated the importance of being modest in
dre^lrig^^e'lresearcherralso pointed out that Muslim girls and women
sho.uId;notLShy away from 'descentdressing as this will show a sincere
relationships betw!eeni>themf!andl;their God/'Moral; education refers to
helping-children acquire those virtues or morals that will help them
individually live good lives and at the same time become productive,
contributing members of their communities Education Encyclopaedia
(2014). In this yieW,. moral education should cb1ntributefhbt-bhly to the
students s individuals, but also to jfiei social cohesion of acommunity.

Morlal in Sc1eht^i$I^ii&EdUtiatibh

Morah education from science education perspective has to do with the
recognition of the valued human behavior and misbehavior of the
generalitydf the people in a society. Moral education therefore in science
e^ucation |̂isr^the;>education that deals with the development of the
s^lehliiificlattitude

M
(ii)

a ,:(in)

(v);6: realizing the useful application of ethics of science
'Al-!.^A*'A.- '^^fW^wlJj&'.S' .;ii -'"^:A-; -/J;?:----"--1 •'• '•. ;•-•-.-;
. •:'.>*aa AAA vkiAioj'Hcr.aKiiiiv?;.^n,- &r*s \^Afe"»m''Jh9W*ft^i*rii$t\

..• :• :;•:• A: - Slit f&UfitS \ HK . •;. A• ".:A .. A.' ^^y-^^:,^^..^:.
In science education/moral^development-- that may^efflft^frol '̂ ffloVal
instruction is not expected to be a form of learning that is psychological or
indoctrination but philosophical. While science education encourages

pg. 216
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learning, it cart^tf^^^^^^M?^^^^^^^^^ learning
and meaningful education. This can be seen in the Holy Quran chapter
2:97-98 where it is stated that'M^yf(^^M^^^IS^^^^W^%^.
to those Vhp have;Jgipw^
Quran chapter 2verse269, it iswritten j&k^g^Q|^J^^^5 8!Ven
knowledge, indeed hasbeen given an abundant good". Quran chapter.3?
verse 9 also states" that people who have knowledge are not equal to
those who have not". Islamic^education) there^
peoples'talents and inspjringilafty
the main foundation on which Islamic civilization, society and people's^
personalities are built (AH; 1934) in (-Doi; 1974).

People, especialj^thescientistsigen^
all about indoctrination. This is not true. If .the QuVan encourages
learning, it can'be*W&^f6^\l^!^^^^^^|||^ or exPects
people's view and opinion; just like in science edu.cationr where data are
collected, analysed and the result is used to pass appropriate judgment.
Prophet Muhammad said in one of his Hadith/sayings: One who proceeds
on apathJrut.be pursurt of^k^owledg^.God.makes him proceed therewith
on a path to the Garden (Paradise)/And, verily, the angels spread their
wings for-the seekers-pf knowledge put ofdenght.,Veri|y, every^creature of
the heaven and the earth asks forgiveness for the seeker of knowledge,
even the fish in thesea. The merit ofthe.xa//m.(the,!earned);over,the 'ob/c/
(the faqfl(IHJ$^^ aful,"moon
night. The learned arethe, bei.rs of, theprophets^fprnthe^pcophets^did not
leave M|||L9^f^^ QfctoP^ledge, |f whoever

hadith^This is anagreement between scientifiGredueatipnr;and Islamic

the societal cu|:ur^
that provides Quranicinjunctipnsbn total Jife (Siddiqui,1980),

Roleof Science Educators in Islamic Ivlorafs

The role of Science Educ^tbrs" in islamic f^^sM^^M^i
emphasized, Science Educa^oi^ shpaid teach: concepts" and topics, as
prescribed by the curriculum and sfaujd fallow students jcnovy the
importance of being truthful especially; inT science practicajs as; this will
helpthe^inth:^
doctor in training, if tneteacher has not been truthful to him or hereabout
pg. 217
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some aspects.k^^^^^M^0'M^^ tbose aspeCtS
difficult whence?^^^c%ft |̂i^gR^^ti
Alsotsc^
have tb;inculcate.moral ethicsinto their work for Example, moral dressing,
as thisjwillsHBw pk res^nsifdthey are ;in^
attachment.

fitkii mentioned above ^derived: in ^
the studentbalance^bbth•morally and-spirftually.

.: .. *, -

CimpCftifeiits df^fe«6ly!Quifan;and Science
TheiMoly;au^anJ.s made up of three major-parts. These parts are:

f"' History of people In the religion and the religion

(III) \! Moral armament.

Islamic educationist

«Pthe Holy Qur-an. In' Islam, driest the-moral instructions Is the
pbhiion of Illicit sexual Intercourse7<na-7lna< in.Arabic^^"n.""
Llcatldn or adultery. Itis totally forbidden for bod-.sexes andhsevere
punished under the islamic law; according to Quran because of*•**»
effect^As 'Ziha^ls^rblddeh in Islam Allah (SWT)'s commanded In the
QU^that.>eopleJihbu|d;istay awayfrom Zina. In another chapter, ttte
25 Ka^Ahd^hos^who lhvoke?not any other god along with

commit illegal^wm^Mil^m^^^^^^^^ZSethe puniShment«he*»rmeht will* doubled to him on the day of
eurertlom and he will abide therein, in disgrace; except those whoepen^^elieve and* rightedus deeds, for those Allah,w. chang.
hefr sins Into good deeds,,and Allah Is elL,I-orgly!ng,.Most-Merciful. £•

"And come not neartp unlawfulsexualintercpurse. Vej% It Is a^P™
iaweatsinl andan eVl(^ay.":fSura Al-lsraaV chapter 17, verse^sp a^o

pg.218
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kr-
Hbro teaches truthfulness justs; IHfce science. Science -education teaches
jDod observation, appropriate data collection, adequate record which
leads, drawing of correct inference from available data and! making of
teasonable generalizations or and: conclusion from the observations and
»«cords (Abimbola and Omosewox 200S). So aiso, it is Islam teaches the
MbsSms to be truthful, honest, sincere and transparent in all their
deafings with others. Muslims shoultfTrtot tell lies so as to deceive fellow
human beings to satisfy their Wants. This is why the Quran says: "0 you
who believe; why do you say that which you db not: it is most hateful in

-farsight of Allah to say that which you do hbi"lQuPan chapter 6verse 2-

One may even want to refer to development of morality using people's
traditions, culture, printed and electronic -media; sports; music, etc:? in
developing moral in children, but each of these media of instruction is not
HbbaTised. As Islam is practiced in almost every country of the world,
teaching of morals through the use of the Holy Our;an is therefore
aniversal.

Scientific/rslamic Education

Scientific and Islamic e*^
development of our youths^Tf^i^te'are^eai-t-to be taught in
schools so as to stw»pert;youth uprightness.
This will goa loiig^ tornate^r%
eawonment. • ^••l^vr;.'-.1-^^-

„important to note thMc$tfenceisa process ^Ilipwto^TOie total
«tamstances ofhumans onearth, satisfying and granting man's spiritual
and material needs and gaining mastery of his environment. Islamic
•Vacation along with science ;teacl^svprirnafily; human development

includes:

behaviours similarly pronbunced asMbs^
backbiting, not fotfulgin^
laws which arep^^
ability to carry out regular worship^an^pray^
developi^on|y-a^^
glorious (toari'Reci^^
Book, and perfbrrn^iiab;Verily^ &lah< prevents from lewdness arid

219
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•.#<;'• evils.And indeed; the remembrance of Allah (by you) is greatest.
I And Allah knows what you do/' (Quran 29:45).

In ^lese|rch\p^r^^fikf^demk education teaches honesty in practical
work. .individuals.< in .practical* work on experimentation lessons are
expected to observe and report exactly what they observe. Similarly, Islam
enjoys Muslims to be honest as. in one of the Prophet's Hadith byAbdullah
who reported that, Allah's.Messenger (may peace be upon hirn) said: truth
leads one to Paradise and virtue leads one to Paradise and the person tells
the truth untij he, is;recorde^as truthful/randJieJeads to pbscenij^ and
obscenity leads to Hell, and the person tells a lie until he is recorded as a<
liar. Sahih Muslim - Book 32 Hadith 6307, the prophet also said:"the best
jihad is-hammering the nameof:Allah in front ofa Tyrant king'', as related
in the musnad OfAhmaidbThe: implication of these statements is that
Muslim scientists should be transparent even at the point

The level of clevelppment of a country is determined, among other things,
by scientific advancement. The same notion was given by Jegede (1983)
who observed that the current development in science and technology in
Nigeria has so greatly affected the lives of every Nigerian. The same thing
as what we have in Islamic education, in the.teaching of human social
developmentIslam emphasizes^-specific acts of kindness,, and defines the
responsibilities and" rights -of various relationships. In .one of Prophet
Muhammad's Hadith recofdecrby Sahih Bukhari-and Muslim the Prophet
said "He is hot a believed who tots (he is filled when his neighbo
hJm is hungry). Anyone who has no mercy on the juniors and respect for
the seniors, is not one ofthe Muslims" Bukhar^

^^.^j^i^^j^^tiJ^C^t^i^^^ys^i / '.'•-*.•'. > •••••••- •
Stealing rotfl^r/^^ci^killi are very rampant in
Nigeria.; Pebblei havei no-security-over their lives and properties. For
example, in daily news, it is a common thing to hear people being
attacked, robbed ox sorbet
in C^o^s^ndary schoo\ girls are recently abducted Islam frowns at
these andHay down various punisbrrientsfbr it• ^A/hich can form of
killing, crucifixion, flogging stoning to death,.etc this can.he seen.in the
Quran;24 verse 2 where^llah said "the •fornicatress and fornicators flog
each of thentwith;a hundredstripe^- Also: ^g^rapv5 verse^ :Allah said
" The.- recompense;- of ;thbse-who;^ge^vyar against; Allah;, and :His
messenger-(saw) anddovrhis^^ be

pg. 220
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killed or crucified or their hands cut off from-opposite sides or exiled from
the land; That is their disgrace in this World> and a great torment is theirs
in the hereafter. Just as moral education is in Islamic culture, so also it is in
science ethics. In recent years, two major trends have been dominant in
scienceeducation. V; :; •-w?

,(i) The call for science for all, and
_(ii) The move towards balanced.science;

According to.Bajah (1985) science education will pr.pyjdeibu.manity with
knowledge of the social behaviour. ^^^th^i^$^^^^(h^f(^^ye
so\^ppQ$ob^6wdopment, ;>-;>;; .:z-y.,..•*:,..'-•

The greatness of a country, depends on the level of achievement in science
and religion. That is why Nigeria needs to develop its human and material
resources to enable it drive effectively the economy by itself. There is,
therefore, the need for an inspired mobilization of the people> their
abilities and talents, and for directing resources utilization towards
scientific and religion development.

Recpmrriendation:

Based on the established:facts,on the-scientific: education views on Islamic
moraLe^u^tioj^he

(i);: ^Iri traditionally Islamic, areas in .Nigerj[W,; like ilorih^, Kano, Zaria.
Hadejia Sbkoto, thegovernment should try as much as possible
to help Islamiceducation mass groupiampajgn by encouraging
groups and individuals jtoihcprpOTaJe^ofe^Bm^ce^^^top
curriculum into Western education for a;(f Study programmes in
Nigeriaas a country. ^ .•....-./••.

(if) As much as possible, teachers of moral education in learning
institutions should teach learners moral development and hpyy
best to achieve morality through different methods and
strategies which include Islamic enculturation, traditional
education, etc; •

(iii) Scientific/Islamic education; is known not^cmly as involving
^Islamic religioTiy butvtgkirig Islanv as ^complete way of life. The
^present RederaTGovernrhentjs strictly SgainstcOrrupt practices

i" and js but to encourage good mprais;in«children; therefore, the
Federal -Government should work towards establishing

pg.221
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ofreligion
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m
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can,therefore;
conclude

by
saying

that
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far
as

m
oral

education,
in

science
and
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ic

education
are

concerned,
both

have
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prehensive
provisions

for
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itted
and

forbidden
things.
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e

of
the
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for

the
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in
Science

have
no_

conflicts
with

Islamic
education.
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dynam

ic,
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the
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o
education

are
to

help
in

ensuring
justlce>

j^acse,tranquility,freedom
foralland

othergood
things

that
help

in
building

a
decentand

strong
society.
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