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.CHAPTER 15 2 5 ﬁ

MORAL DEVEI.OPMENT SCIENCE EDUCATION IN ISLAMIC
EDUCATION AS PERCIEVED BY 'PEOPLE OF lLORIN KWARA
STATE NIGERIA

. T Akanbl A 0 Akanbf MA Ahmedand R. B: Ahmed

N ;;I_NTRQ“D;U_,CTION;,, o

y “things to many people, depending upon the level of
understanding of the word. To the scientists, it is a way of thinking, a way
of Iooking at the world: around us. It is.not just a list of discoveries or just
the - scheme for naming plants ‘and animals but a product of human
-thought nurtured ‘by:experimentation and application. Science is. the most
powerful :toolfor -human:.development: and- at . the.same: time,, for.his
destruction if negatively used. Science is not just everything in our life on
“earth, but one. of ‘the''most ‘important and -the most overwhelming
achievements of human, ~arising from ‘his ability to think and
' 'communicate

. Sclenceis-a body of knowledge. It is an enterprise in which developing
‘;natlons like: ngerla depend upon to enable them develop in areas of

, r / ,f’,thinking in the pursuit of an understanding of
“nature”’ (p .3). Abimbola (2013) described the state of science in national
:development and explained why advancement in science and technology
are necessary: for perfec ._understanding of the universe and that this is a
"necesslty for all.-Bajah- (1993) elucidated that for the sake. of simpllclty,
science- could:‘be  attributed: to- two :components:;as:. The mass. of
information about-nature:which- ‘sclentists have accumuIated and (i) the
process by which this accumulation-will take-place. The common feature
of this definition‘is the‘emphasis:placed on the development of thought
" processes rather than the acquisition of certain scientific facts. -

pg 214
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ience education js a form of ed
cience content and process with
art of the scientific’ community.
:udents, or adults within the gene

ucation that is concerned-with sharing
!ng:!ly_lc!u_als not tr_adlj:io,r_!gl_!y considered
The learners may be children, college
LU g

hat is Science education?
ence Education Is the %i'élcfféolncerne
ocess with individuals not tradition
‘mmunity. The Ieamgrs;._may- be:c
thin the general public.'The field o

d with. sharing science content and
ally. consideredﬁparteq.f-,ft'he sclentific
hildren,. college ‘students;” or adults
f science education includes work in
€nce content, science process (the scientific ':%m'ethod),f-.%rsome'i.soélal
ence,” andsome teaching pedagogy;'-':'l?he-.-stanc_lard's:- for science
ucatlbn-—::prov_ldef:e_x‘;ie_ctatlbns-:forsthe “development of :und erstanding
studentsthrough: the entire’ course of ‘their -K:12 education and
rond. The traditional subjects included ‘in-the standards are'physical,

" earth;-Space;;a'nd;_human"s:_:!ences?: (Wikipedia; =thef‘.fr.ee.;encyclopedia,

ats Islamic Education?. . -

The word - 'lslém-" .\ Is-an Arabic word whic—l-‘i'ﬂ meéh_s' :_c_on'_;Pl,ete
lission to the will of Allah (the Creator, Who nourishes.and: evolves all

s) in thought, word, belief and deed. The main objec'_clverof Islamic

ation Is to show.the best:path’ by..w,hl'c_h;-m‘en::an"d?w,om‘éifl_;--may"reja.llze
true nature and maintain peace with ‘God:and-His: cre‘at_qres,iia'mo_n‘g
s. It Is also an e_duta_tlon;;h_q‘tfdjefﬁn;gs;,man’s:rolg_;;ang_e‘art‘tif,'-‘-th‘at{ Is; the
se. of creation, - Islamic: e ication: ‘preaches. against all immoral
ces and enjoins the doing " Bood  deeds ‘solthat there ‘would be
) securlty, harmony, tranquility and development in the society.

¢ education preaches good moral to ensure all round development
 individuals in, the soclety. Islam “teaches ‘moral education’ in all
s of, life soclal, political, economic,” legal and others, Islamic
tion according to- Education Encyclopaedia : (2014) ‘has broader

ng embracing knowledge ‘in 'general in 3 framework ‘where  the

'r, the student, the.school and the. syllabus all-comply: with Islamic
and teaching. ... .. - N
5




W_h_at is Moraleducation{?;

The word moral comes from a Latin'root (mos, moris) which means the
code-or: custom' 1 of. people' the soc1a| ~glue that det"nes how individuals
should Ilve together Moral educat1on is that education that teaches rlght
or wrong of an action. Moral éducation igives.a set of rules of conduct
based on the’ prmcrple of right conduct rather than on ‘law or custom. First
and foremost, weinote that words like 'humility!, truthfulness“and justice’
areﬂ descnptu}e«terms desrgnatmg particular. attitudes or more of behavior.
For iexample;:modesty:is'a- -quality of- measuring human behavior and can
be; examinedfrom the vrewpomt of science:and. Islamic:education. Ahmed
(2014). pomted ‘out:the importance: of morals in-the use of Hijab. In the
paper,: the: presenter: reiterated the. importance of being modest in
dreSsIng.r“Therfresearcherralso ‘pointed-out:that-Muslim" girls:and: women
should:not:shy away" from ’descent dressing as this will show a sincere
re!ationsh"' between them:-and their: God. Moral-education’ refers-to
helplng Chl]dl’El‘] acqurre those ‘virtues -or morals that will help them
indi\ndually live good lives and at the same time become productive,
contributlng members ,‘of thelr commumtles Educatlon Encyclopaedla

MOraI educatlon from science educatlon perspectlve has to do with the
recognition of the .valued human behavior and mlsbehavror of the

ln science education, moralf_'{development that may “result>From: moral
instruction is not expected to-be a form of learning that.is psychological or

-indoctrination but philosophical.. While science education encourages

pg. 216




to-those . "who. have knowledge and who:
‘Quran chapter 2 verse 269, it is wrltten that whosoever has been given

_personalities are built (Ali, 1934) in ( Doi; 1974) ;

learning, it can be recalled that Islamlc edUCatlon also cherlshes learning
and meaningful education. Thas can’ be seen 1n the Holy Quran chapter
2:97-98 where it is stated that the. meanmg of revelahon become manifest
~,understand|ng Also in .

knowledge, indeed has been given an abundant good" O.uran chapter 39
verse 9 also states” that people who have knowledge are not equal to
those who have not".. Islamic: educatlon, therefore, alms at developlng

peoples’ talents.and mspmng Iofty ethlcal values in ‘them: These goals are':

the main foundation on which Islamic cwlllzation soaety and people s.

i £d a7

_People, especraIIthhe screntlsts generally thlnk that learnlng in rellglon is
all about indoctrination. ThlS is_not true .

If‘the___ Qur'an encourages
SO respects or expects
ucatnon where data are

learning, it can be deduced a lic ca
people's. view and opmion, jUSt hke |n scaence €

collected, analysed and the result is used to pass “appropriate judgment.

Prophet Muhammad said in one of his Hadith/sayings: One who proceeds
on a.path.in.the pursuit:of knowledge, God- makes. him proceed therewith:-
on a path to the Garden (Paradlse) ‘And, verily, the angels spread-their .
wings for-the seekers. of knowledge out of:delight: Verily, every.creature of:
the heaven and the earth. asks.forgiveness:for the;seeker; of knowledge,;,
even the fish in the sea. The merit.of the. ‘alim-{the:learned):overthe ‘abid
(the devout), is:like;the: merit-of the moon;over; the.stars.on a full-moon;
night. The learned are the heirs. of the prophets, for-the,prophets did-net
.of wealth \but thatl of nowledge:. So- whoever
it ula afi, ki :fadl al-tilm;:

educatlon- Bemg edu;;ted; ill.ena ndiy :
the: socretal culture, norms and valu_. ._whu-:h |s S|m|Iar to Islamlc educatlon

that prov:des 0.uran|c m;unchons ‘on. total llfe (SldquUI,1980)

Role 'ofS_cnen_ce Educators l_n‘!sla_m' 'MQTQ!S';_\ g

help them in their:
doctor in training, if theTeacher has not been truthful to him or her about

217 T




ine,: lhe or_she will, later find, those aspects

some aspects of 'he_dlsf’
i es independent.

'_ d make Students’ know' the reason why they
0 their worfkrfor example, moral dressing,
n_thelr respective piaces of

éwilli-fenab'leir?

Th_' ethics mentioned above are derived:in:Isla c-%morals a
1 '*balancefboth morally and splrltually '

Compon nts of'the HOly}Quc‘an and Sclence

The Holy Qurfanzls made up'¢ of three major parts. These parts are:

History of":people in the.religion and the rellglon
""Irltual development

fslamic education has st y'areas- for philosophy, sociology, economy ‘and’
psychology of réligions. It Is,’therefore, ‘hotiolit of place ‘to give ‘moral
Instructions’ and develop’ good morals amongst people’ using the contents™
of-the Holy ‘Quran: In’ ‘[slam, “one* of “the" -moralinstractions “is 'the”
prohibition of illicit sexual‘intercourse ‘Zina’. “Zina’ in Arabic’ word means -
'forhication or adultery. It is totally forbidden for both sexes and s severely
punlshed under the Islamic law;: -according to Quran because of its adverse
e *ig-forbidden in-Islam- Allah“(SWT)'s commanded in the-
: uld-.éstay away.from ‘Zina. In another chapter, It is
)it who invoke - not any: other god along with
Alla"h*,‘-=‘:in6i'¢ kIII‘.?‘SUEh*'=Iife=~af Al "‘"H“hasiforbldden,'ﬁexcept “for just cause, nor
commitillegalsexdal ntercourse ‘(zina)™ 4nd “whoever: does this- shall
receive the punlshment ‘The'torment will be doubled to him on the day of
resurrection; and:he:will-abide therein: in disgrace; except those who

-repent -and-believe: and’d rlénteous deeds, for-those-Allah will change

their slns lnto good deeds, and Allah Is all; Forglvlng, Most Merclful 2 (al— :
25, 8-70).Stll er; A : ¥




- iskam teaches truthfulness just:like science. ‘Science  education teacées
good observation, appropriate: data collection, adequate record which
leads, drawing of correct |nfe31enm from available data and making of
reasonable generahzatlons ‘or and: conclusuon from the’ obsematlons ‘and
records (Abimbola and’ Omosewo}, 2006} So also, it is Islam teaches the
 slusiims to be truthful,” honest, smcere and’ transparent in all their
- dealings with others. Muslims shonldi not tell lies so as to dece;we fellow
hgnan beings to satlsfy their wants. This s why the Quran savs" “O you
%o believe; why do you say that whu:h you do not. It is most hateful in

‘waditions, culture, printed and:electronic: -media; sports; ‘music, etcin
“-  developing moral in children,. but each-of these. media ofinstruction is not
% ‘ghobalised. As Islam is practiced - in almost every:country of the world,
B seaching of morals through the use of the Holy Qur’an is therefore

Sdentif‘c[ Istamic Education

,.Sdmuﬁc and lslamlc eth:cs are \zery im €
plopment of our youths. These: ethics are meant to he taught in

% s important to note that s:ience is a process ‘of improving the total
_drcsmstances of humans an: earth, satisfying and granting man ’s spiritual
- .and material needs and gaining: mastery of - his .environment. Islamic
sducation along: with- science, teaches prin;larily human development
-Hdnnch.ldes- . "

L behaviours slmilarh; pronounced as Mosaic Iaws Itke not stealing, not

laws which are penalties on these atroclti

_219 7 o -

e sight of Allah to say that which you do not“ Qur’an chapter 6 verse 2- ‘

the may even want to refer to. deve!opment of: mora[’rty using: peop[e S::

is so as to.sharpen youth behavior and. give { themmal uprightness. -
willgoa. Iongemy to. make: an ﬁonn chi!d.or adult adjust 10 his social ‘

backbiting, not indulging in atcoholism e. t' as Qur’ an set down the _

ability to‘carry out regular worship ‘and’ prayerséwhich helps one to -
develop: not_ only a; posttive attitude to’ Iife.»_. Allah said in the
glorious Qurari-“Recite that-which’ has. been revealed to'you of the
Book, and: perfom&alaln.Veﬁly, Salah prevehts from: Iewdness and"‘f




evils::And:indeed;-the: remembrance of A'I'Ia'h'('by you)-is greatest.
- And. Allah knows what' you do % (Quran 29: 45)
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work ndlwduals lm practrcal work or. expenmentatlon lessons are
expected to. observe and report exactly what they observe. Similarly, lslam
enjoys Muslrms to be honest as.in.one of the Prophet s Hadlth by Abdullah
who: reported that Allah’s Messenger (may peace be: upon hlm) said: Truth
leads one to Paradlse and wrtue Ieads oneto Paradlse and the person tells
the truth unttl he, is recorded as truthful,; and lie.leads, to; obscenity :and
obscenity leads to HeII and the person te!ls a lie until he is recorded as as
liar; Sahih Muslim = Book 32 Hadith 6307 the prophet also said:“the best
jihad is-hammering the name of: Allah in-front of a: Tyrant king”;-as-related -
inthe-musnad of Ahmadi:The" |mpl|cat|on of these statements is-that’
Muslim sclentlsts should be transparent even at'the point of death.

PR ¥4 3o Ry

The Ievel of development of a country is determlned among other things, ;
| © by scientific advancement. The same notion was given by Jegede (1983) s
who observed that the current development in science and technology in
Nigeria has so greatly affected the lives of every: ngerlan The same’thing
i ~as what we have in‘Islamic education_ in the.teaching of human social
development:lslam: emphaSizes specnfc acts of Kindness; and*defines the
: responsibilities - and’ ‘rights- of"varlous relationships. In-one of Prophet

Muhammad’s Hadith recorde y Sahih Bukharl “and:Muslim: the Prophet
; said “He is riot a believer-who eats (he'is ﬁlled when his'neighbour beside
him is-hungry). Anyone who has.no mercy on the juniors: and frespect for
the, semors is not one of. the_Mushms” 'Bukhan and Mushm transm:tted

ngeria People have'no-securlty over' thelr llves and propertles For
example, in dally news,. it .is a common thing to hear people being
! ; \ bbed imes killed. In Bomo state of ngerna _preasely

FLaA

e

killing,. crucu’r" xron, ﬂoggmg, stomng to death etc Th|s can. be seen.in.the
: Quran 24, verse 2: where Allah sard "The fornucatress and fornlcators ﬂog

3 S R R S

o The recompense of those who.fvvage war -—;agalnst Allah and H|s
messenger.. (saw) and-do- mtSchlef in‘the; Tand? fis: only that: they shall be

pg. 220
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killed or.crucified or their hands cut off-from-opposite-sides or exiled from
the land: That is their-disgrace in this world; and-a‘great torment is theirs
in the hereafter. Just as'moral education is‘in Islamicculture;so also it is in
science- ethics. In recent years two ma;or trends have been dommant in
sciencer edUCatlon ; g% Bis Fum g £ ‘

(|) The call for science. for all and N T,
(u) The move towards balanced sc1ence ;

The greatness of a country depends on the level of achne "'ement in science
and religion. That is why Nigeria needs to develop its ‘human and material
resources to enable it drive effectively the economy by itself. There is,
therefore, the need for an inspired mobilization -of the peopie, their
abilities and talents, and for directing resources utllrzatlon towards
scientific and religion development e bbb 3G R

—————

Based on the establlshed facts on the screntlf‘c educatlon wews on Islamlc '
moral. educatnon,ihefollcwmg recommendatlons are. made

ike "orln, Kano Za 'q_a

) tradltlonally Isla ' _csareas in Nigeria,:
Fik :Hadejl
““to help lslamlc educatlon mass group ’tamp i n by encouragmg
"groups and mdwtduals to mcorporaté more- slamlc education
'fcurnculum mto Western educatlofn for aII study programmes in

| -ngena asa country. - i L
“(ii) *“As ‘much as possible, teachers of moral education in Iearnmg
institutions should teach learners moral development.and-how
best to achieve morality through different methods and
strategies which . include [slamlc enculturatlon, ~traditional

~ -aducation, etc.

(i) Screntn‘"c/ls!amic educatlon is: known not only as involving’
o lslaric religion; butLtaklng Islam as-a.ce i
~present Féderal Government is strictly 'a‘lnstcorrupt practices
" and:is:out to encourage good morals in‘children; therefore, the
Federal ._ﬁqye_r_n_ment “should work towards establishing

Sokoto thegovernment should try as much as p055|ble

pe 221
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‘education. However,

.. scientific:moral. education department in the country. One in
-~ -the federal capital territory and one each in the three old

i i Bk ..__.mmmo.sy m.‘__m..u._ﬂ:.m_,émﬁm_.:.vmmnm_.:‘m:&:m Northern regions.
.__...\,._.:.5_.... --Youth: organizations. such as Boys’ Scout, Girls' Guide, Red

" Cross, Man O’ 'War, Boys and Girls ‘Brigade and-Sheriff Guard
- should be-encouraged to teach and inculcate in people the
' right moral  attitudes as" ‘these" organizations are mostly used
‘these ' days “for* n:mnx_sm nr__n_.ms s Bo<m3m3m n:::m

Sabve i L ceremonies.

There'is also'the need to’ enrich ‘the minds of the' young ones
ﬁ:qocm: oums teaching of -moral “education ‘in “scientific ‘and
: s; this: mm moamﬁ_amm nm__ma m::mEm:Bma

¢

: : ,m _Btonmza 8 ..mm__Nm »_‘_mﬁ Boqm_ education and Islamic education share
. “common grounds. However, there are some slight m&cmcsni of religion
“in“science -education. Religious-education includes morals  and ‘scientists

ammns these mmumnm o*_._.m__m_o: ”:chr moral qm_anmm.‘

©ne can, qu&oa. nosn_:nm by saying that as far as moral macnmzo:.

science and Islamic education are concerned, both have comprehensive
uasm_o:m for _um_,B_nmn__ and. _“o_&anmm_ :::m.a. moam._..om the areas
examined for the \.U_mE% in mn,m_..nm, rm<m no. nozm,nﬁ__ with " Islamic
_ .m__m on mm n_omam:n E:__o mnmmanm Is' dynamic.
._._..mqmmo_.@ ”_._m 303_ ﬂmma_._smm in° nsm Eo macnmso:,.wm_a to help in

ensuring _cm:np peacse, tranquility, freedom *o.. m__ m:ﬂ_ oz_m_. mooa things

B ‘ﬁ:mﬁ rm_u in _uc__&:m a n_mnm:ﬁ and strong uon_mE

wm_"mmmznmm

‘Abimbola, 1. O.: So“_.wu '.The misunderstood- saa_ 5 uQmanm:ﬁos\an a

R.n: blo n of _‘an_»,..:namaun:&:n for all, (The one hundred and
n ‘mcqm_ _mnﬁcnm, of C:_<m..m_~< of __oza llorin,
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