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Abstract 
 Security and National Development go together simultaneously. Without adequate security,   a nation cannot develop. It is however demoralizing that despite various security measures put in place to tackle the problem of insecurity, Nigeria is yet to be free from recurrent cases of kidnapping, hired assassination, ethnic and religious clashes, Armed robbery, Boko-haram insurgency, and other practical difficulties which hassle the nation as a whole.  These social problems have threatened the survival of the Nigerian nation. This, in turn, has not improved the quality of the standard of living of the people within the society. The objective of the paper was to re-examine the issue of security and national development from a Christian perspective using Παράκλητος as a panacea. Methodologies adopted were historical, sociological and exegetical. The paper found out that to get the victory at all cost despite all terror and challenges of insecurity in Nigeria, we need Παράκλητος; which means, counsellor, a comforter, an advocate, or a go-between; someone who comes alongside to give help, encouragement, strength or counsel.
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Introduction
Like most countries of her age, particularly in Africa, Nigeria as a political entity faces the challenges of insecurity and national development. She has gone and continues to go in every direction, trying many options, in search of how to respond effectively to these challenges. The more she tries to create a developed state where people coexist securely in peace and harmony, the more the challenges tend to exacerbate. Agitations from different segments or ethnic groups for more self-determination, the restructuring of the nation, the replacement of the existing constitution with a new one or outright secession keep rising. Various fields of learning and experts from different disciplines such as science and technology, education, philosophy, and religion propose options that should be put into practice for rapid growth towards security and national development. This work falls into these efforts of seeking solutions and searching for answers to the problem of insecurity and national development. Unfortunately, advocates for Security and National Development in Nigeria scarcely see this belief in Holy Spirit (Παράκλητος) as a factor to consider in their search for a panacea for their mission, perhaps because it is seen as highly abstract and difficult to handle. Little wonder, Calkins, observes that the Holy Spirit is one of the most neglected and abandoned aspects of Christian theology.1 Asamoah also adds that ignorance and neglect characterize the attitude and approach of Christians to the Holy Spirit which makes the classical dispensationalist claim the Holy Spirit activity ceased with the apostolic age.2. Nonetheless, a cursory glance at some of the deeds, values, and power embedded in the belief shows that Holy Spirit is capable of making vital contributions to security and national development in Nigeria. This paper highlights the Exegesis of John 16:8-11, national development, Insecurity in Nigeria, National Security, and Holy Spirit as a panacea for security and national development 
Exegesis of John 16:7-11
[bookmark: _Hlk98479705] Verse 7.  ἀλλ᾿ ἐγὼ τὴν ἀλήθειαν λέγω ὑμῖν· συμφέρει ὑμῖν ἵνα ἐγὼ ἀπέλθω. ἐὰν γὰρ μὴ ἀπέλθω, ὁ παράκλητος οὐκ ἐλεύσεται πρὸς ὑμᾶς· ἐὰν δὲ πορευθῶ, πέμψω αὐτὸν πρὸς       ὑμᾶς.  8  καὶ ἐλθὼν ἐκεῖνος ἐλέγξει τὸν κόσμον περὶ ἁμαρτίας καὶ περὶ δικαιοσύνης καὶ περὶ κρίσεως. 9  περὶ ἁμαρτίας μέν, ὅτι οὐ πιστεύουσιν εἰς ἐμέ· 10  περὶ δικαιοσύνης δέ, ὅτι πρὸς τὸν πατρα ὑπάγω καὶ οὐκέτι θεωρεῖτέ με· 11  περὶ δὲ κρίσεως, ὅτι ὁ ἄρχων τοῦ κόσμου τούτου κέκριται. 
Passage in English 
 7 However, I am telling you the truth. It is for your advantage that I am going away, for if I do not go away the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.    8 When he comes, he will convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment- 9  of sin, because they do not believe in me; 10  of righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will no longer see me; 11  and of judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged (RSV). 
Keywords Studies      

 The Holy Spirit, Παράκλητος, Noun, Masculine, Singular, Nominative convicts 
[bookmark: _Hlk98826325][bookmark: _Hlk98604321]ἐλέγξει. Vine observes that: Elenchō (elegcw), the word “Convict” (including the A.V., “convince”) signifies (a) to convict, confute, refute, usually with the suggestion of putting the convicted person to shame; in Matt. 18:15 where more than telling the offender his fault is in view; it is used of convicting of sin, John 8:46; 16:8 (b) to reprove, 1 Cor. 14:24, RSV (for A.V., “convince”), for the unbeliever is there viewed as being reproved for or convicted of, his sinful state; so in Lk. 3:19; it is used of reproving works, John 3:20; Eph. 5:11,13; 1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim. 4:2; Tit. 1:13; 2:15; all these speak of reproof by word of mouth. In Heb. 12:5 and Rev. 3:19, the word is used of reproving by action.3.   Verbrugge also adds that Plato and Aristotle used Elenchō (elegcw) is of the logical exposition of the facts of a matter to refute an opponent’s argument. Thus, the world developed its principal meaning of convincing, refute. In stoicism, the basic concept was applied to philosophical ethics. Philo and Josephus spoke of the correction that people receive from their consciences, the Logos, the truth, or God, elenchō eventually acquired a sense that brought it near to.  παιδεύω (paideuō), to teach.4
[bookmark: _Hlk98605514][bookmark: _Hlk98826698]The word “convict” elegcw (elenchō) is a legal term that means to pronounce a judicial verdict by which the guilt of the culprit is defined and fixed. The spirit not only accuses people but he brings to them an inescapable sense of guilt so that they realize their shame and helplessness before God. This conviction applies to three particular areas: (a) sin (b) righteousness and (c) judgement (John16:8-11). Barker & Kohlenberger observthattat, the Holy Spirit is the prosecuting attorney who presents God’s case against humanity. He creates an inescapable awareness of sin ἁμαρτίας (hamartias) Noun, Feminine, Singular, Genitive so that it cannot be dismissed with an excuse or evaded by taking refuge in the fact that “everybody is doing it”. The Holy Spirit’s function is like that of Nathan, the prophet, who said to David, “You are the man” (2 Sam. 12:7) and convicted him of his misdeeds. David acknowledged his sin in a state of complete penitence (2 Sam. 12:15; Psl. 51:4). The essence of sin is unbelief (v. 9), which is not simply a difference of opinion; rather, it is a total rejection of God’s messenger and message. A court can convict a person of murder, but only the spirit can convict him or her of unbelief. Jesus insists that sin is fundamentally a repudiation of his message and his mission. 
The second area in which the spirit convicts people is “of righteousness” δικαιοσύνης (dikaiosunēs) Noun, Feminine, Singular, Genitive. He, Holy Spirit, enforces the absolute standard of God’s character, to which all thought and action must be compared. Apart from a standard of righteousness, there can be no sin; and there must be an awareness of the holiness of God before a person will realize his or her deficiency—an infinite gap that humans cannot bridge. The first step toward salvation is the awareness that a divine mediatorship is necessary. The third area in which the Holy Spirit convicts people is “judgement”. Judgement always occurs when an act or thought is evaluated by an absolute principle. When human sin is confronted by the righteousness of Christ, its condemnation is self-evident. In this context “of judgement” κρίσεως (kriseōs) Noun, Feminine, Singular, Genitive, refers to the condemnation of satanic self-will and rebellion through the obedience and love exhibited by Jesus toward the father. The cross utterly condemned and defeated the “prince of this world” Satan is already under judgement; the sentence is fixed and permanent.5 
[bookmark: _Hlk98605745]Convict the world ... The means of the Spirit's convicting the world was explained thus by Lipscomb:  
He will convict the world, not by direct work upon their hearts, but as the event shows (Act 2:37), through the life of the apostles, declaring the wonderful works of God. The Holy Spirit came not "unto the world" but "unto the apostles." The world could not receive the Spirit directly (John14:17), and never can, AS THE WORLD. The apostles received him, and through their testimony, he reaches the world.6 

[bookmark: _Hlk98605791] Convict ... Regarding this word, Westcott noted that: It involves the conceptions of authoritative examination, of unquestionable proof, of decisive judgment, and punitive power. He who "convicts" another places the truth in a clear light before him, so that it must be seen and acknowledged as truth ... He who then rejects ... rejects it with his eyes open and at his peril.7 The issue of whether the world will or will not receive the truth is not treated here. The Spirit will "convict" the whole world by witnessing the truth to the whole creation; but every man, through the exercise of his own free will, will determine his destiny by his reaction to the truth, either receiving it or rejecting it.
 Sin ... righteousness ... judgment ... The comprehensiveness of these terms is boundless. Here are the two fundamentals of man's spiritual condition and the two options, or alternatives, open to him. The Spirit convicts of sin, revealing man's fallen estate and bondage to Satan, and showing his total helplessness to achieve through his efforts any healing of his condition. The Spirit also convicts of righteousness by revealing the mystery of how a man may acquire righteousness not his own, that being the righteousness of Christ, available to all who receive and obey the gospel, thus being inducted "into Christ," and identified with Christ as Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk98605849] "Sin ... righteousness ... judgment ..." Over against these three words stand three proper names: Adam, Christ, and Satan. Through Adam came sin; through Christ came righteousness, and upon Satan, the penalty of ultimate judgment shall fall (John 16:11). As Westcott observed: The "world" acting through its representatives, had charged Christ as a sinner (John 9:24). Its leaders trusted that they were "righteous" (Luke 18:9), and they were at the point of giving sentence against the "Prince of Life" (Acts 3:15) as a malefactor (John 18:30). At this point, the threefold error (Acts 3:17), which the Spirit was to reveal and reprove, had brought at last its fatal fruit.8 
 Any human intelligence capable of understanding the phenomenal connections of these three words (sin, righteousness, and judgment) with all that was previously written in John, and so dramatically presented in Westcott's words above, and as encompassing in their total significance the entire history of Adam's race from Eden to the Great White Throne - any mind which sees all that can only marvel at a critic's conclusion that such words "do not fit." The sun, moon, and stars do not fit any better than these words fit the context.
[bookmark: _Hlk98135472]National Development
[bookmark: _Hlk98606362] Development generally has to do with dynamics; positive development connotes progressive changes in everyday usage of the term. However, the focus of this paper is national development. Harrod and Domar, among others, proposed models of development, generally identifying structural changes, savings and investments as the source of economic development and growth. It was assumed that as the economy grows and output increases, there will be more happy and improved welfare arising from the larger pull of resources which if well-distributed would have generally improved the well-being of the masses. The basic assumption was that in so much as the economy grows, the trickledown effect will at least lead to improvement for everybody in the economy and standard of living would generally improve.9
[bookmark: _Hlk98678582]Godly Otto and Wilfred I. Ukpere observe that the 1960s was seen as the development decade. Growth targets were set and, in several cases, achieved.10 To the consternation of this theorist, sometimes referred to as high development theorists, according to Krugman, it was discovered that misery, poverty, unemployment, etc. grew worse vis-à-vis economic growth.  This prompted a redefinition of development to mean a growing economy in addition to even distribution of resources and reduction in poverty, unemployment, inflation among other social undesirables.11 In the 1970s, capacity became a key determinant in the definition of development. At this time, the ability to understand nature and transform it to meet human needs became the focus of the definition. In other words, a developed economy had a high capacity to transform nature and its inter-human environment to meet the needs of man. According to Nnoli :
Development defines a dialectical phenomenon in which man and society interact with their physical, biological and inter-human environments transforming them to better humanity at large and being transformed in the process. Development, therefore, connotes a high ability to exploit nature for the improvement of the greatest good of the greatest number in society.12  
[bookmark: _Hlk98678957]In recent times, according to (Wehmeier and Ashby, intergenerational consideration has become part of that definition with the introduction of something that might happen in the future or as the activities involved in protecting a country, a building or persons against threats danger, etc.,13 It is an acid test that insecurity increases the unit cost of doing business in Nigeria even elsewhere. Apart from the fall in output and the increase in the unit cost of production, many firms in different industries relocated away from the Niger Delta in particular. And some left the country completely. Examples, include Michelin, Dunlop, among several others. Tagba cited in Gbenga and Augoye, argued that an insecure environment impinges directly on development; it disenfranchises communities, contributes to poverty, distorts economies, creates instability and stunts political development.14 In Nigeria, apart from the millions of people who had been killed in course of one security breach or another, sources of livelihood were destroyed, families got disintegrated and social infrastructure was disrupted. It will not be too much for the author to say that our national development is under serious threat.
 Insecurity in Nigeria 
[bookmark: _Hlk98679349] In Nigeria of today especially since the advent of the present democratic dispensation, Godly Otto1 and Wilfred I. Ukpere observe that new forms of violent crimes have become common; these include kidnapping (actually adult or privileged people’s napping) for ransom, pipeline vandalization, Boko Haram bombings, rape, political violence and more. In some instances, whole villages are sacked because of minor political differences. For example, Okuru, a village a few meters away from the Government House in Port Harcourt was sacked between 2003 to 2007; villagers get displaced and become refugees. Public and private institutions are attacked and vandalized by gangs, even the United Nations building and the Nigerian Police Headquarters in Abuja were bombed and scores of people killed. Something needs to be done and that urgently.15 
Nweke further adds that the circumstances that threaten national security do not just occur. They are due to external and internal insurrection and conditions that result from state/citizen needs and actions. As such the threats to national security reflect on demands for rights and privileges by states and citizens. In recognition of this, it is conclusive to say that crises and conflicts that challenge national security revolve around human needs that the state ought to provide and protect to safeguard national security/stability. He further adds that the Human Needs Theory appropriately explains the situations that threaten national security in Nigeria. As the theory succinctly captures, the Nigerian state and citizens are in constant conflict over needs and demands for satisfaction.16 This paper has discovered that either strong or weak military can no longer be considered as the most critical option for national safeguard. This section of the paper considers the Holy Spirit as a panacea for security and National development.
[bookmark: _Hlk98679695]One of the major prospects for securing the Nigerian state revolves on imbuing the citizens, especially the leaders with the right values and attitude towards safeguarding life, property and applying the national resources to provide the needs of the people. All these involve the need to create and sustain requisite behavioural changes in the context of the development of democratic culture. As Jega has rightly observed.
The Nigerian transition to democracy is being propped up by weak institutions and it is proceeding without the requisite democratic political culture, which is necessary, and which nurtures tolerance, accommodation, dialogue and peaceful resolution of disputes. Instead, it is predicated on a culture of insensitivity, rashness, brashness and violence, all of which breed mutual suspicion, insecurity and related disengagement of citizens from the sphere of influence of the domineering state and its reckless officials. The state may be piloted by civilians, but Nigerians are yet to be able to see those as democrats, wearing democratic garb: rather any time they look, what seems to stare back at them are civilians with military authoritarian garb, encapsulated in the traditional way the military rulers were used to doing things. Essentially, and paradoxically, the Nigerian state seems to be piloted by species of political animal nowadays called “militicians”. Therein lies … a predicament that has to be purposefully addressed to assure the future … of the overall Nigerian democratization process.17
[bookmark: _Hlk98679737] From the foregoing, Nweke opines that it is obvious that the challenge lies in the resolve to strengthen the democratic process that allows for the emergence of focused and determined personalities that can transform national psych from the mindset of ethnic jingoism and religious fanaticism to the mindset of patriotism. This positive value cannot depend on intensive civic education and public enlightenment campaigns alone, because so little has been achieved but what is desirable is a strong electoral process that can spur political leaders to form and implement policies with direct benefits as well as give the citizens the cause to believe in the Nigerian state. Such orientation will no doubt go a long way in reconditioning the attitude of ethnic inclination, lawlessness and militarism cultivated by Nigerians for purpose of surviving ethnic animosity and xenophobia.18 Yes, as good as the qualities may sound, this paper argues that no one can achieve this by his/her promotional effort without the help of the Holy Spirit.  Holy Spirit strategy will then help to build Nigerian citizens rather than the existing ethnic citizens characterized by loyalty and attachment to ethnic nations. In essence, efforts in this regard promote national peace, integration and harness diversity for peaceful co-existence. One more thing, Holy Spirit will effectively discourage intolerance, arbitrariness, lack of accommodation and the country’s quest for attaining secured livelihood and national security would become an achieved dream.
National Security
 Our nation is founded upon certain values which undergird our way of life and the pursuit of our collective prosperity and progress. They inform our strategic interests and are the guiding principles of our engagement with the world. We recognize that our national security is hinged on the defence and propagation of these values. The Federal Republic of Nigeria is committed to the ideals of freedom, equality and justice. We consider the sanctity of human life to be paramount and are committed to enhancing human dignity and ensuring that our actions are humane. Our peace, security and prosperity rest upon the foundational values of democracy, the rule of law, free enterprise, respect for human rights including women and minority rights. We recognize the need to create an enabling environment for the full expression of the potentials of our people in the form of political inclusion, economic empowerment, social integration, as well as equal opportunity and access to justice. Other areas are the promotion of a united and inclusive society, empowerment of women and the girl child, preservation and promotion of our cultural diversity and the sustainable exploitation of our natural resources
 The Government of Nigeria is committed to protecting its people, economic interests, infrastructure and way of life. This entails deploying the full spectrum of national power to ensure a safe and secure nation. Instead of getting the expected result, Nigeria faces a rapidly changing world with a diverse range of threats. The threats are multifaceted and less predictable with blurred boundaries between external and internal risk factors. Threat factors that manifest at the global, regional and domestic levels are usually mutually reinforcing. For example, The threat of terrorism and violent extremism has continued to challenge our security forces over the last decade. The criminal activities of armed bandits and kidnap gangs are the preeminent threats confronting us today.  Militancy in the Niger Delta and separatist agitations in the South East, as well as other places, have persisted and become significant security concerns.  Violent conflicts between pastoralists and farmers are widespread with severe consequences in terms of loss of lives, property and disruption of the normal functioning of society.  Transnational organised crime such as illicit financial flow and money-laundering, drug and human trafficking, the proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALWs) as well as the proliferation of Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear and Explosive (CBRNE) weapons have a direct impact on our national security.  Sea robbery in Nigerian territorial waters and piracy in adjoining seas in the Gulf of Guinea (GoG) constitute a menace to international shipping. These include the hijack of merchant oil tankers and fishing vessels, the kidnap of mariners as well as increased piracy along major shipping routes and Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs). Nigeria's extensive land and maritime borders continue to be a major source of concern as they are largely porous and inadequately manned. This has aided irregular migrations and other transnational organised crimes. The four major areas of cyber threats with significant capability to cause considerable damage to our security and economy include: cybercrime, cyber espionage, cyber conflict and cyber terrorism.  Socio-political threats to national security are best understood within the context of sociopolitical cohesion, demography, health and educational developments  Achieving peace, security and development in Nigeria requires effective management of the nation’s diversity in various areas. These are the political, socio-cultural and gender-related issues. Others include managing our religious diversity, traditional institutions as well as reinforcing strategies to harness the prowess of the youth for national development. 
Given the above situation, there is a new school of thought that tend to define national security to include not just military defence of territory but also internal stability, socio-economic development, protection of life, property and economic resources of the country by constituted authorities, using security bodies. As McNamara writes:
In a modernizing society, security means development. Security is not military force though it may involve it, security is not military hardware, though it may include it. Security is the development and without development, there can be no security… The security of any nation lies not solely or even primarily in its military capacity, but equally in developing relatively stable patterns of economic and political growth.19 
Nweke further argues that: 
There is no doubt that national security embodies the sovereignty of the state, the inviolability of its national boundaries, and the right to individual and collective self-defence against internal and external threats. But the state is secure only when the aggregate of people organised under it has a consciousness of belonging to a common sovereign political community, enjoy equal political freedom, human rights, economic opportunities, and when the state itself can ensure independence in its development and foreign policy.20
In the same vein, Nnoli also agrees with the re-thinking of national security. According to him, the concept of national security goes beyond the doctrine of military defence and extends to the creation and provision of democracy. He writes: 
The conceptualisation of national security in terms of external attack is largely irrelevant. It must be viewed from the point of view of democracy, how to create and consolidate democracy in Africa. There is general acceptance that national security must go beyond the narrow focus on external attack and the use of the military to defeat it… National security is a cherished value associated with the physical safety of individuals, groups of nation-states, together with a similar safety of their other most cherished values. It denotes freedom from threats, anxiety or danger. Therefore, security in any objective sense can be measured by the absence of threat, anxiety or danger. However, and more importantly, security has a subjective sense, which can be measured by the absence of fear that threat, anxiety or danger will materialize. In other words, it is a value associated with confidence in physical safety and other most cherished values.21 
From the foregoing, we conclude that the concept of national security does not just mean security from external or internal attacks. It is not just a military or police affair that can be handled by arms and ammunition. It is beyond all these but includes how governments govern; how media reports are affected; whether citizens have food to eat or not; on whether soldiers, policemen, teachers, and civil servants are paid (good) salaries or not. In broad terms, Jega has itemized the meaning of national security as consisting of the following concerns: “protection and defence of the country’s territorial integrity, promotion of peaceful coexistence in the polity, eliminating threats to internal security, ensuring systemic stability and bringing about sustainable and equitable socio-economic development”.22 By this explanation, we note that national security in Nigeria refers to a guarantee of peace and stability determined by ethnoreligious/communal harmony; peaceful coexistence; food security; sustainable socio-economic development; and democratic development. Also accounting for the security of the nation is strengthening the rule of law; creating a democratic political culture; nurturing civility, promoting good governance, transparency and structural reforms amenable to democratisation. 
Holy Spirit as a Panacea for Security and National Development
[bookmark: _Hlk98686845][bookmark: _Hlk98686999]The Navigator cited Alexander Maclaren states that ‘He who has Holy Spirit in his heart and scripture in his hands has all he needs’23 (The Navigator 1965:15). The Holy Spirit strengthens and encourages the Christian (John 14:16; Eph. 3:16). Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit as the ‘helper’ (NASB) or counsellor (NIV). O’Donovan (1996: 139) argues that Parakletos, Holy Spirit is someone who comes alongside to give help, encouragement, strength or counsel. It is also a legal term, but with a broader meaning than ‘counsel for the defence’.  It referred to any person who helped someone in trouble with the law.24 This also follows that with the present challenges in Nigeria, the solution now for security and national development is the help of the Holy Spirit. 
[bookmark: _Hlk98687619]The Apostle Paul said that it was this work of God’s spirit which enable him to carry out the difficult labours of his ministry (Colossians 1:29; 1Corinthians 15:10). In the Old Testament, O’Donovan (1996: 139) observes that the Holy Spirit gave such great physical strength and courage to Samson and David that they both killed lions bare-handed (Judges 14:5-6; 1Samuel 17:36-37). In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit primarily gives spiritual and moral strength to the Christian (Ephesians 3:16, 20). However, he also gives physical strength and endurance for the work of the gospel when it is needed (Colossians 1:29).25 
[bookmark: _Hlk98687711]Unger argues that Jesus did not work miracles solely by His deity, but in the person of His sinless humanity united to the Deity. It was the Holy Spirit working in unhindered power through the medium of Jesus’ undefiled human nature who wrought these mighty signs by spoken word, occasionally combined with physical agents such as clay or saliva.26 The author considers the threat of terrorism and violent extremism which has continued to challenge our security forces over the last decade; the criminal activities of armed bandits and kidnap gangs which are the preeminent threats confronting us today, couple with militancy in the Niger Delta and separatist agitations in the South East as well as other places which have been persisted and become significant security concerns as one of the lions that both Samson and David killed during their own time which can be controlled by the power of Holy Spirit. The author was a witness of a move of the Holy Spirit through prophet Oyelami of Christ Apostolic Church. There, fifty thousand people gathered on Ikoyi Mountain on 14th May 2007. While the prayer was going on, Baba, prophet Oyelami made an open declaration through the power of the Holy Spirit that ‘seven armed robbers were around and that if they fail to come out, their dead bodies would be brought down. Those robbers came out before everybody. This was one out of many instances where Holy Spirit was demonstrated in his life before he died. 
[bookmark: _Hlk98688058]The training and instruction of Children are responsibilities committed to parents by God. Proverbs 1:8 says, ‘Listen to my son to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. O’Donovan observes that: God wants the home to be a place of security, love, care, provision, training and loving discipline for Children; but these responsibilities can only be possible when the Holy Spirit is in the heart of the parents and scripture in their hands.27 Consequence upon this, the community would be able to produce Godly future successors that would be passionate about both the security and development of their nation.  The greater things in John 14:12, are possible because our Lord in the flesh was confined to one place at a time. Now with outpoured Holy Spirit (Acts 2) ‘all that Jesus began to do and to teach’ (Acts1:1) can be continued worldwide by His faithful followers. Also, the new promise and privilege in prayer, John 14: 13-15, makes the promise of verse 12 possible.      
O’Donovan observes that, by reading the book of Acts, we discover that it is the Holy Spirit, who is most active in the world today, although the world is almost totally unaware of his presence and activity (John 14:7)28.  It is not news again to say that it is primarily the Holy Spirit who is at work in the church and individual Christians today. Yet, it may come as a surprise to some Christians, but the Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit is also actively at work among non-Christians. In John 16:8 Jesus said, ‘When he (the Holy Spirit) comes, he will convict the world of guilt regarding sin and righteousness and judgment. From this verse, it is clear that the Holy Spirit persuades people about their sins and points them to Jesus Christ to find forgiveness for their sins. The Holy Spirit is present all over the world, at all times and no one can hide from him, Psl. 139:7-10 says, ‘Where can I go from your spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there…if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 
O’Donovan further adds that, if it were not for the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit in the world today, living in this world would be unbearable. We do not fully understand how evil the hearts of people are, and what they will do, given the opportunity. The Holy Spirit restrains much of the evil that people would like to do, He is probably the one referred to in 2 Thess. 2:7 who restrains lawlessness. The Holy Spirit does not restrain all evil from taking place. The world still has much crime and violence. However, if the Holy Spirit were to suddenly stop his retraining work, the world would become almost unbearable.29
The Holy Spirit uses different ways to restrain evil. Sometimes he uses the government, the laws and the police (Rom. 13:3,4). He also uses the holy angels of God in response to the prayers of Christians (Acts 12:3-8). The most general way the Holy Spirit restrains evil in the world is by speaking to people’s hearts about right and wrong and convicting them of guilt for doing wrong. Jesus said, ‘When he (the Holy Spirit) comes, he will convict the world of guilt regarding sin and righteousness and judgment’ (John 16:8). This refers to the work of the Holy Spirit in a person’s understanding of right and wrong, the conscience. It is only because of this work of the spirit that people realize they are sinners who need forgiveness.
	Unfortunately, it is possible for people to resist this work of the spirit and to harden their hearts against God. God warns people not to harden their hearts (Heb. 3:15), if they harden their hearts, it will be impossible to bring them to repentance (Heb. 6:6) and they will be lost. It is a sad fact, but the Bible speaks of those who have so hardened their hearts that their conscience has been seared (burned) and hence they no longer listen to the spirit’s voice (1 Tim. 4:2). Pharaoh was a person who hardened his heart against God (Ex. 5:2; 8:15). The Pharisees and Jewish leaders in the New Testament did the same thing (Acts 7:1-58).
	When people harden their hearts against God, they lose a true sense of right and wrong. That is why we see people today committing such terrible acts of crime and violence with no great concern over the evil they have done. Our world is becoming increasingly violent and wicked because people are hardening their hearts to the voice of the Holy Spirit. When people harden their hearts like this, they become deceived into thinking that good is evil and evil is good (1 Tim. 4:2-3). O’Donovan (1996: 135) opines that this is one reason for the increase in sexual immorality and abortion in recent years. Because people are becoming increasingly hardened to the voice of God’s spirit, they no longer think that these terrible sins are wrong. In many cases, they have heard about Christ but they have rejected him. When a person rejects Christ, he loses all hope of salvation and he also becomes increasingly corrupt. It is becoming common to hear convicted criminals give their final testimony with no indication of sorrow for what they have done.
 However, God will not overrule our freedom to choose. We must choose to obey the urging of the Holy Spirit if we are to be changed. When Christians choose to change their behaviour, the power of the Holy Spirit is present in their lives to help them to change when they decide to obey God, the Holy Spirit helps them. They can then become light to others as well. Jesus said, ‘Let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven (Matt. 5:16). In the light of the above argument the Holy Spirit, the unseen presence of God in the world, in the church and the heart of every Christian, helps us to resist temptation and he guides us and in return, brings about both security and national development.

Conclusion
The paper examined the nexus between National security and development in Nigeria.  It is national security which is the precursor for national development. The Nigerian society is getting more and more insecure, more people are getting into crimes and they are getting more ruthless, desperate and sophisticated. Insecurity is debilitating to the economic development of the state. The Nigerian state is troubled by the insecurity of lives and property. The insecurity ranges from state security to human security resulting from an increase in abject poverty, sectarian violence, political violence, assassinations, electoral violence, ethnic, communal and religious conflicts.  From all indications, national security issues are big challenges in Nigeria. The primary responsibility of the government which is the agency of the state for actualizing peace within her borders and to ensure the security of lives and properties of the citizens has failed. Therefore, for Nigeria to tackle its security problems, this paper instructs that recourse should be made to the instrumentality of effective use of the Holy Spirit as a panacea for security and national development in Nigeria. 
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