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ABSTRACT

The advent of ICT with various sophisticated media has affecte
many a field of knowledge. Precisely, the internet has mad
available useful materials and data thereby facilitating teachin;
and learning processes. This impact is equally manifest in th
Jield of Islamic studies, whereby the internet is being employed 1o
~ communicate fatwa i.e. Islamic legal verdict. This developmen!
= ﬁax consiy abiy broadened the scope of fatwa as it is no lon ger
i between mufit [the scholar] and mustafii [ihe
L " thz.s' article seeks to Study this
gtmve and positive perspectives. The
eed and ways to ensure g Judicious
necessary when we take into
of fatwa in the field of Islamic
d _mal‘erials are consulted in the
IS employed. The grticle finds
verdicts through degicamed . "¢ dissemination of religiow
lamg&a & howepari e such as Islam online and
fofs S S that 10 avoid the abyse of 1h
nade by qj concerned mo-
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ially scholars who issue fatwa vig rn i

mﬁmﬁoﬂ of fatwa must be recogniz Also, the

areq
qt.mh'ﬁed scho!ai{
nline to the generql

: ed as a
lization in order to ensure that only :

ia
:ﬁ?ﬂ vtake the task of communicating fatwa o
pubﬂc.

Keywords: fatwd, mufti, mustafti, Islam online and Is]
Question and Answer ‘ -

INTRODUCTION

Islam is a revealed religion with a divine legal system which
regulates every action of its adherents. Proper observation of
religious dictates is exclusively hinged on knowledge whose
acquisition is considered compulsory and an act of Ibadah in its
own right. In this regard, the content of the first revelation is
instructive as it touches on two important features of acquiring
Knowledge, namely reading and pen:

Proclaim! (or read!) in the name of thy Lord and
Cherisher. Who created-Created man, out of a
(mere) clot of congealed blood: Proclaim! And thy
s Most Bountiful,- He Who taught (the use

ims have been commanded in a number of
prophetic Traditions to seek knowledge,
igion so that all rituals-alah, Zakah, Sawm,
observed as prescribed by the Lawgiver. In
d the Sunnah have unequivocally extolled
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an CASECUIE SESy i

G b A FS

EFCT 7 B ES

being lofty compare,
iti dgeable people as L
he position of knowle
:hos'; who are not:
Say: Are those equ
not know? It 1S
understanding thatre

al, those who know and those whj, ¢
those who are endowed vy,
ceive admonition.(Q39:9) |

omatic that human beings are not equal j;

terms of acquisition of knoxyledge, lack qf it cannot justif;
arbitrary and random observation of the religious precepts. Thus
the Supreme Creator has equally 1.nstructed those with n¢
knowledge to ask those endowed with it:

Even though it 15 axi

And before thee also the apostles We sent were but
men, to whom We granted inspiration: if ye realize

this not, ask of those who possess the Message.
(Q16:43).

Also:

Before thee, also, the apostles We sent were but
ﬁm, to whom We granted inspiration: If yerealize
$ not, ask of those who possess the Message.

(Q21:7)

Against this backdrop. th 28
which those who do not ko oo 2tWa i 2 medium jaroug 1 “

not kno ¥ i : .
knowlCdge. i OfI‘EhgxouS mhngs ask those with

~V1S the impilCt of scientific
_lt’ hence the term e-fatwi
gth a shall be considered with @

4; and Weaknesses. Unlike the
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M medium of passing fatwi, e-fatwa ¢
= CRJOYS wider

verag it can ltcach millions of users at dify
Wﬂdmms in no time. Any individual b erent placey
internet S€¢ may mgk.c use of this means \th access to the
NIW stance regardmg R Concc;nm ask about the
me be accesscd by other users acros 3 l?llt responses
modern means, no doubt, affords Muslims a g}:\al[ : Sl:»bo, This
wﬂmnmlcatc the pristine Islamic teachings mpp;l rf""“)‘ to
audwme However, the concern lies 1n its P;t)pcr .m:; g‘l_“b“l
stilization by the Muslim community, especially ll;c m‘l?l‘l\,u:l\\:i

musﬁﬁ.WhOhappenlobethctf oy G
o-fatwa wo key players in the process of

Meaning of Fatwi

Anl}rablc WOI:d, fatwa refers to explication of Islamic legal
v;@l_mgﬂdmg issues of concern. In other w ords, 1t i;‘u
yroclamation Or the.law of the Creator based on evidence. For
tion. fatwa has always been illustrated by the
ncement of Shariah ruling with no binding

' ish it from qad(judgment) which once
yn, while fatw A can

ok

Lo

:I. ‘ L

;f;-iw
to disting
carries a binding force. In additi
e range of issues relating (© integral aspects of
has a limited scope. Thus fatwa can be passed 1n

[badah as to their

Zakdh, Sawm, Ha) and other
se. A mufti can pass fatwd regarding all
Ibadah and Muamalat. But a qal (judge) IS
.'j latter, and not the former, he cannol gi\ic

alidating any ritual aspects. His duty 18

sputes between individuals.
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of e-fatwa does not enj,

ncept
d, the concep knows. As such a defip;;,

Being a modern (e

: o0 as far as the writer .
definite dcﬁmmg;agiven as: "any fatwa passeq via means
of e-fatwd may r writing mediums. Such m¢,

., - 0
diti onal face-to face e :
:;l:::; ?;eﬂoaf ahy electronics such as television, radio, teleph,

and the internet". But for the purpose of l_:he present study, ¢
internet is our focus asa medium for e-fatwa.

It is also necessary to define the following D e
- ustafii and Istiftau due to their importance in this paper. T
word 'mufif' refers to the scholar who is qualified to pass fatv
By virtue of his qualification, he should be able to derive leg
rulings from the sources of the Sharfah i.e. Quran, Sunnah, [jm
and Qiyas. The term, mustafti, however means a person who as
the mufti about Islamic rulings. As for the word Istiftau, it refe
to the act of making enquiry. These three technical tern
constitute the fundamental pillars of fatwa, any default there
changes fatwa to irshad, a sheer advice. For instance, if
pronouncement is made without a prior enquiry, such would t
considered as irshad. However, according to Imam Amas
default in these pillars does not necessarily change th
pronouncement made from fatwa to irshad. This position i
especially loglca:1 since in either instance, the pronouncemer
m'ﬂgy have no bmd;ng force. So \(Jivhether or not there is a prio
-nquiry, any pronouncement made regardi ' Ing
should be deemed a fatwa so long thga;?]g%sleﬂiasmtl: t:: h]?]i
Islamic legal verdict concerning a given i ;
| 1verds gagivenissue.

© emphasized the significance of fatw!
ce, in }.ns seminal work on fatwa, Ibn 2l
Position of passing fatwa must only b¢
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:od by someone who is knowledges |
f’cm;l;faileycharacter. This is becausg fgl:v f*‘pl?ilis'
imp rtance from the fact thatitis an exercise firg cr‘nha(;ll:
;:;ptl‘:e Supreme Creator, th_e Lawgiver Himself . In His
ook, the Almighty Allah gives ANSWeErs to a number of
jirected to the Prophet (SAW) by his Comp

detractors. For instance, Allah (SAW) says:

Ves g
ed upon
Glorioys

| questions
anions as wel| as his

They ask thy instruction concerning the women
say: Allah doth instruct you about them: And
(remember) what hath been rehearsed unto you in
the Book, concerning the orphans of women to
whom ye give not the portions prescribed, and yet
whom ye desire to marry, as also concerning the
children who are weak and oppressed: that ye
-stand firm for justice to orphans. There is not a
good deed which ye do, but Allah is well-
acquainted therewith.(Q4:127)

Also:

 ask thee for a legal decision. Say: Allah
(thus) about those who leave no
dants or ascendants as heirs. If it is a man

leaving a sister but no child, she shall
fthe inheritance: If (such a deceased was)
, who left no child, Her brother takes her

f the inheritance (between them): if
¢ brothers and sisters, (they share), the
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swiedge ofall things. (Q4:176)

AndAllahhathkn

| iled expositi

| cs, Allah (SWT) BIVes € detailed exposition,,
oy abof\{‘:i;l: and intestacy respectively. A(llthgu]%h, Instang,
ds to uestions and challenges pos

(SWT) A & Quran, the two vers

y in the Ad
mificant due to the fact that the technical ter
ponideslr' in both. These are yastaftunak (the

fora legal decision) and yuftikum (Say All

are asking thee : _-
learly that the eXercisc of passi

directs thus). This shows €
fatwa is of divine origin.

Moreover, all the messengers were saddled with t
responsibility of explaining the divine orders and rulings to th
people. Particularly, the Prophet (SAW) was tasked to explain
the Ummah all rules and re gulations contained in the Book:

We sent them) with Clear Signs and Books of dark
prophecies; and We have sent down unto thee

(also) the Message; that thou mayest explain
what is sent for them, and that they

ught (Q16:44).

Ly

SAW) did not leave any stone unturne
nental legal verdicts for the Umma
nal fundamentals of Islam such"
/iZ-a-Viz. Halal and Haram, have bee
~ (SAW). Detailed explanations "
nstitute his Traditions techn'c all
the Prophet (SAW) could be righ”
1in Islam beside his other position’”
His fatwa commands authority duc™
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(he fact that he did not speak out of his
jiteratures arc replete with referenceg s
(SAW yresponded to his Companions' inqyicia. - “here he

sious issue or the other. For inct. : sard
religious 1ISSUe or - FOr nstance, jt was |

% . . g | = : ] ol r\ . )
Hindi, .Wlfe of Abu Sufyin, consulted him (SAWL)D;::SLQ that
complaint against her hll§bimd's miserliness, of him not g'n‘]g !
her ﬁnanc‘lal needs. In his response, the Prophet (Qx\\)\/mmmg
legal verdict that she should take from her husband's m) 5‘3“’ a
amount deemed to be customarily reasonable, e

After his demise (SAW), the Companions followed in his
footst.eps as they rc?sponded to many religious enquiries from thls
Muslims. The 'reciters' (qurra') was the term used at the time ls
refer to those Sahabah who had a good understanding of figh and
passed fatawa (pl. fatwa) on different occasions.Those who
passed the highest number of fatwa include | 'Umar binal-
Khajab, Ali bin Abi Talib, Abdullah bin Masjiid, Aishah Umm al-
Muminin, Zayd bin Thabit, Abdullah bin Abbas, and Abdullah
bin Umar.Having learnt and witnessed most events with the
Prophet (SAW) both home and away, these Companions were
ever informed and well equipped as far as religious matters are
concerned.

ing of fatwa is a serious matter. The Quran has warned
kking without proper knowledge and certitude in
volving the legal categories of Halal and Haram. Such
determination and decision based on subjective
been expressly condemned by Allah (SWT):

ﬁot- for any false thing that your tongues
forth,- "This is lawful, and this 1s
," S0 as to ascribe false things to Allah.

54
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¢ who ascribe false things to Allah, wi|
(Q16:116)

ution of fatwa was accorded a lofty .,

in the past so much that those qforcmeptloncd Qahal?uh as wel|
those who came after them (i.e. Tabi ﬁn). u.scd to avoid giy;
fatwdi, They used to refer important religious issucs to i
colleagues for correct verdicts 10 be 1ssued'. This does not, in 4
way, suggest their ignorance, neither QOcs it mean 'that they we:
shying away from their responsibilities. Rather, it was 1n the
recognition of the risky nature of passing fatwa. But, whenever
became necessary for one of them to give a fatwa, he would t
ever meticulous and painstaking in doing so.

Moreover, the Prophet (SAW) was reported to have warne
against giving fatwa without sufficient knowledge:

For, thos
never prosper.

Based on this, the instit

Verily Allah does not retrieve knowledge from
people after having been given to them. Rather He
only takes it back with steady death of the
knowledgeable ones. Until when they have all
dead, ignorant people will succeed them; then they
will be passing religious verdicts based on mere
reasoning. Thus they will mislead people and they
too will go astray.
ST TUR 4 I
AR k, al-Khajib al-Baghdad related from Imam Maliki th
| - 'a man informed me that he visited Rabiah ar
1y are you crying? Highly terrified by his cry, (-
“him again: are you inflicted with calamity’ He
replied him: No, (I am only sad because) people ar
ng ignorant ones about religious issues; a s
ced in the fold of Islam."

33
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= Maliki did not give fatwi unti
urmennore, [mam give fatw until afier he b,
FYon certified by a laree number of highly versed schf;,l]; hldd
reportedtohavesmd: ars. He

was

1 did not engage in the act of fatwa giving until
after seventy (scholars) had confirmed that I was
capable of giving fatwa. And I never attempted 0
issue a fatwa until after I had asked someone who
was more knowledgeable than [ am: do you think |
am the right person for that? So did I ask Rabih at
and Yaya bin Said and both of them permitted me
to proceed. I (the narrator) then asked him
(Maliki): O father of Abdullah, what if they
stopped you from issuing fatwa? He replied: I
would be ready to comply. For, itis not proper fora
man to consider himself capable of something
unless he had consulted someonc who is more
~ knowledgeable than him.

to articulate the importance of fatwa, Ibn al-
that "mufti could be considered as a deputy
‘behalf of his principal, say the chief judge. If
on could require utmost care and diligence, what
officer is the Supreme Judge, the Lord of the

erroneous fatwa on the

d be much more d

3 I ) . i’ [ tc :
1ch drug could either aggrava® - =
ont or k:lg'll him, an {]-informed fat" 3 would
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calthand faith of individua|

rst effecton boththeh

inmi ' his dut

i mind and discharge ty iy
o m:x ﬁnm:rf:; eand meticulousness. He should not h‘{S!latg \
utmo'; zon't know' when necessary. After all, desf’”f the
* ledee and competency, the Companions of _thc Proph,
it rance whenever a difficult i,

dto declare their gno '
Efg\:gsl;?to them. Once upon a time, both Abdullah bin Zub,
and Aim bin Umar were asked about the rule of divorce that

pronounced three times 1n a moment. Having come out bold
that they were not with the answer, they referred. the casc |
Abdullah bin Abbas and Abii Hurayrah. The former lmcdlatcl
asked the latter to address the issue: "O Abu Hurayrah, give the;
a fatwa, a serious case has been presented before you'
Accordingly, Abii Hurayrah gave a verdict that a divorce ma(d
once may be revoked, but if made thrice, the husband would no
be able to remarry the divorced woman until after she hac
married anew man and be divorced afterwards.

have awo
ar all these

r QAISEZUTE SEZD S 5.

Gt

f=T=r =g 5 -0 =

Furthermore, the importance and relevance of the institution of

fatwa in contemporary time cannot be overemphasized. In view

of endless novel issues unfolding every moment, there is ar

t neex :'%@mﬁtution to be judiciously employed. For

Sues such as test tube baby, insurance, orgar

etc., there must be appropriate religious

an obs_erve the limit of Shariah. Also !

¢ positions regarding unprecedentc!

o that the claim of Shariah dynamis:
ractically substantiated.

id territorial expansions in the univer:
e co nsultation of mufti for the purpos¢
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of seclunt‘i'l fc::’g‘;’t“i; CT(::NS somewhat difficult
bcc(’me ost 1 _ B va R
A: 3 resu“ i[t)(;m?;m and effective mcdiu; fd‘lwu has
, now become possible r(:r for such
someone

purpos™ e

fro fa,r‘wpst or fmyw \ere around the world to make

g ut!'cllglous issues via the Internet, without h; "‘}alkc Inquiries

miles I search of a mufti. This development is aving o go exira

(he Way for sxgmﬁcgnt improvement in relit?pablc of paving

Morcovel‘, non-_Mushms can have equal acccss ous e pua

(o read about Islam. But all this can be po; "1')‘1 opportunity
medium 18 judiciously used by both muftiand 1{1f1lstqcﬂi() S0t e

Qualifications of mufti
In view of the significance of fatwa as claborated carli
arlier,

clas:)sncal sc!lolars have set some conditions, the satisfacti

which qusthﬁes one to become a mufti. Apart from Lb;sicm Of
sugt} as being @ Muslim, sane, mature, upright and imell‘i vcnto ltllu
ablllfy of the pgrspectivc mufii to engage in ljtihad is a imnc‘i'n]-;i
requu:ement. Virtually all scholars across the extant sch:)olqt of
Islamic legal thought are unanimous on the fact that no Lonb
shou{d occupy the position of mufti except a mujtahid. The ideal
._negds to !)e capable of making independent initiatives to
derive legal rulings from both revelational and rational sources
r,,jax;_lovel issues for which there is no known legal

- ol

q - # -
= 0 ."E‘;_,

| refers to the ability of

| the end of deriving ru
arfah. For this missio
ust be well versed in the primary SOurces of
ura < is because on 0n¢

sn and Sunnah. This 1
. < concerning humar

the scholar to exert his
lings from the primary
n to be possible, the
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there is sSome drsagrcc;‘_\__
vours 0N the planCLtﬁll-;l:)?:;gtlz)f verses mUSt be Comm;y,
rs as to Wha muﬂ-l- the fact remams_thﬂt he MustL
s ener;ted verses technically knoy,,
lm]mgt-ug;derstand the status of every vers
N hich one is Am (generic) Of Kha (%Pw
order to identify W d), MakkT (makkan)

adanto (D sA:l?ﬁbyZl—Nuzﬁl(Causes of revelatior

: Il a :
(utiFestriCISe ) it nce his correct understanding ap

All these aspects would enha S -
application of every text, thereby arriving at B e iing

endea
among schola
to memory b)f pe
conversant with al
Ayat al-Akam. He must

H o QIEUTN 25y i

S
PCC e

1 On the other hand, the Prophetic Traditions technically known
3 Sunnah is a viable vehicle through which the Quran can be ﬁrm;j
| grasped. The Prophet (SAW) was vested with thg authority f
explain the Glorious Book, because the rulings in the Quri

sometimes occur in general, unrestricted or in ambiguous terms

The Sunnah supplies details of the ambiguous, restriction of th

unrestricted, and specification of the general rulings. Th
example of the Sunnah being an explanatory medium of th:
ambiguous statements of the Quran are the traditions which
specify the times and numbers of Salah, the rak'ah and nature o/
every prayer; the items on which Zakah is payable, the amoun
:)E:gl%;s duequtl aublfimd§’ the time of th'e payment and all the
g €s relating to marriage, commercia!

transactions, criminal offences :
4 and .
explained. punishments, etc.

A = 13 "
(W g <4 AN
A A ' ;,-_Ehe‘- i

-t

&ttammeny Qf the position of mufii
uage. It is Incontrovertible that Arabic
0; Islam can only be adequatel)

i gusagge as the medium. Beside the

T e
; -
o
- Nn
L | : -~
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yimary sources of Sharfah, all classical workg |
-

l\lﬂ' o QN cxpl‘i‘?“m‘ are in Arabic lm\h’.lnwc Ill-l Wh‘th Sharial
g jeidal t© embark on the study of Sharial ‘W‘ill ENee, twould be
\ ”\mbic Janguage. Imiam al-Shibi consider h zero knowledge
Arabic Janguage and the objectives or “I‘il'ilu;h understanding of
w;hnicnlly Cll‘llcd Magand al-Shariah ag '”(:l. the Islamic law
“\quiremcms for one to become amujtahid C MOoSt essential

But, qecording to al-Ghazali, the perspective mufii |

“‘-‘%imd, o master Arabic up to the standard ol'n']lu'“l‘ sl
wuminarics such as khalil, ete. The basic requiremen l'.f fl‘"c?"“’*‘
bhe familiar with some fundamental elements of lllh- ;n him to
(grammar, rhetoric, etc.) such that wouln‘l cnat]:llc d;].guag"'
understand denotative and connotative meanings of the ::::rcg:

of Shariah.

Having Satlst.led the .ab.ovc conditions, still, the perspective mufti
has yet to arrive. He is in need of some methodological principles
which would guide him as to how to understand and unearth legal
rulings in the sources of the Shariah with high degree of

' "'pn.”Uhﬁl al-figh is the science that provides such
ise. It deals with the principles by which the
uftT arrives at the legal rules through the specific
AS its subject matter, this science deals with the proofs
ah source-texts, viewing them from the perspective of
s of Ijtihad, legal judgments arc derived from their

..'_"Ough after, 1n €ases where texts may appear

ly contradictory, preference has been established. The
| yowledge

) al-figh engenders the ability 10 b2Y¢ T

lings through study, o0 the part of tho
requirements,

l[awgiVer.

W those who meet all 1ts
_ ealed in the sources by the
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: iliarize the persp,.,.

Lot will also famnllarlzcl Dec
knowledge of th® ?;lﬁ;(;;ponant PRI BREDCS O Islamic
muftl with S5 Fighiyyah, i.c. legal maxims and My,
namely al-Qaw nd the Islamic legal r| |

21-Shariah, i.e. higher objectives behi

1 essible to )
: ake the rules readily accessible i
While the former WOU]C!:::IS’ the latter would make him aw;;,

ithin succinct expressions, ks it
Z:lgg;l;)is::ne purposes for which the.Shanah 18 meaqult, Il'l) am (:]|:, ia
l-malaah wa daru al-mafsadah i.c. ensuring the benefit
a rding to the theory of maqajid, -

revention of the harm. Acco : |
IS)haﬁah, through all its rulings, aspires to preserve and prote
five things, namely, religion, life, intellect, progeny and proper

ZE o OO sy

Since the rulings of Shariah are meant to be implemented «
applied to our daily activities, it is inevitable for the mufi
understand the subjects of Shariah i.e. human being together w:
his milieus and environment. This goes without saying that |
perspective mufti must be familiar with the customs of the peor
seeking fatwa from him. The theoretical knowledge of Sharia!
incpn}plete without blending it with the practical aspect of
This is what can ensure the universality and adaptability
Shaﬂ'ahtto every place and time. Especially, given the comi:;f.-
nature of th porary time, it is incumbent on the mufii:
lmal and international affairs in vario.
'S tamilianity with sciences that deal with m:
" L€ geography, sociology, psycholog:
onomics and law would greatly help an
ation of Islamic law. Otherwise ho'
t on unprecedented issues such -
> etc. without some awareness -
., rences? The impact of milict
. several scholars across the centur'™
armval in Egypt, Imam al-Shafii, !
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| t of ubiil al-figh and one of the four promi
M"" of law, could not but review some of hi: 11222:

oaders Of
”‘HCMM of his schools of law into old and new. act

“M this section, it 18 apposite to reiterate the fact that the
al fatwd is a demanding task. It may not be assumed
MM& knowledge of the corpus o f Shariah. The afore-
“ conditions represent the standard level which an ideal
must endeavour to attain. In reality, however, such
are seldom met by those who assume the post. In
time. the best that an average mufti would do1s to

report past fatwa passed on issuc similar to the one at hand.
as asserted above, scholars from the school of anafi do

not consider attainment of the Ijihid status as a compulsory
requirement. To them, any mufii with the lowest status of Ijtihad
may pass fatwdl so long as he can give a correct answer on the
issue asked. In actual sense, this view point would make 1t
possible for layman (o always have access to Shariah rules
his multi-faceted life situations. The standard
. only required of the first class or independent

RN .

"‘é'% _mulagwho can pass fatwaon unprecedented
A

e 1‘ I

",-f,-. sctive mufti must be of impeccable

, and These qualitics would help ‘him
i ¢ task namely signing on behalf of the

oy

uX i
R

% -.il':f.l‘_ - ".nn“’:

s e :

S a researcher, types of falsehood,

y Y
i
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| ceessitates o .
_ d sarcasm RNCCEH 8 5
3 den{gnﬂm\ an The notion of what it nu-;m,\]

nHI2 " he future, become associated wy,
n conventional mediy,

ideas, knowledge and op,,
internet, just like other elecyy
ot of the West, it can be useq,
lamic teachings and values, |1
g the work of scholars ,

P
regarding Islam. Although the

media is believed to be a produ

vehicle for the propagation of Is

aliti ilitatin
the potentialities of faci ‘ : b !
dissc?ninating useful and correct information about Islam. |

Muslim world could not afford to lag l.)ehmd. [t will also serve
2 notice board for the global Muslim co-n?ml{nlty, prfn.-u_h
adequate information about Islamig qrgamgatnons, plam
worship, academic institutions specializing 1n Islam, studen
organizations, seminars, conferences, €(c.

Itis pertinent to quickly remark that Islam encourages excellc
in all fields of knowledge including science and technology. |
first revelation is an eye opener and a needed stimulus fio
which past Muslim scholars derived inspirations to explore «
research into various aspects of knowledge. The outstand
Auslims to the basic understanding
science, technology, sociology, o
le. 1hey are remarkable despite the [
1p always tends to undermine tho:
vestern scholars who plentifu’
3€ that the past Muslim scholars [
Lhumanity. It is appalling to note [/
S mischievously appropriated
advancements as its 0" {'
OWledglng the Sign“‘i;;;i‘..
I civilizations, namely, [nd"
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pines ¢ and indeed Muslim scholars, Thyg 1,
e of the Western civilizatio oughthe In

IW N, other civil

: ;iﬂlyl!lﬂﬂf‘*c" could be regarded as major contrih
M.];gcientlﬁc evolution that took place later inl tll1lt
S

_. , the internet can be regarded as 4
canbe judged and evaluated based on the intent;
does not have inherent values. In itself, the Internet i p ith
[slamic nor un-Islamic. It can only become Islamic v«rhc:]”itf?r
used for religious purpose, i.e fatwa dissemination. and u:
[slamic when its users decide to use it for immoral motives i
sornography, blasphemy, libel, etc. A Knife could be a perfc.ci
similitude in this respect; if used for domestic purpose in the
kitchen for cutting of beef, fish, vegetables, etc., it can be

regarded as positive and useful, but if it is used to stab and kill
people itbecomes negative and harmful.

ternet ig
iZatinng
Orsto the
¢ Western

neutral tool that
ons of its users, [t

Against this backdrop, it is remarkable to note that Muslims have
been making good use of the Internet. Many websites have been
established with the purposes of passing fatwa alongside other
amic activities. At every continent, there are a number of sites

to the pr pagation of Islam. The proliferation of such
xplains eagerness and willingness on the part
religious positions in every activity they
anifestation of their strong desire to maintain
tity in the face of pervasive wesierm-
tem and its impacts on every aspect of
am online and Islam Q&A are among
oted to fatwa passing.
7

ﬁline is an example of

Sldlll

a substantial
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ise from “"“‘.""c.m Thekey schol..

ﬂwﬁng - '.seand mj ty tCth ‘-w'i “r}tle o-r; :F ;
e 0 mmOl'ltY kh Yusuf a]-Qal'a o daiso he
lar Sha gh registered 10 Doha, ().

the Qatar Arabic website: Alt&‘;‘:j 100 staff including stuc.

'ofﬁcial' : 2 e : . '
?tnis based in Cairo with M0 University. Operating in Ar.

from Al-Azhar U of scholars -
ang S;a(:il;ai\tf:nguages’ Jslam onlm; m?ggvazaled Knowle:
::e spegialists i different fields of Islam "

and Human Sciences.

=3
i
2
o

é

2

-
2

on &Answer site was founded >
Munajjid from Saudi Arabiz -
es it one of the long-standi-.

§
fi
N
g.

On the other hand, Islam Questi
Shaykh Muhammad Saalih al-

1997, which in Internet terms mak |
fatwa question sites in a web format. In August 2002, 1t w:

registered to al-Munajjid, at an address 1n al-Kl:mbar in Su
Arabia, and hosted by a company in Florida. The site has sectic:
in Arabic, English, French, Indonesian, Japanese, Turkish, Urc.
Spanish and Chinese languages. Elsewhere, there are lectur:
sermons, a mailing listand Holy Quran Radio.

These two sites like many other Islamic sites attract a hu-
number .of audiences across the globe. Fundamental issu-
concerning various aspects of Islam namely worsh:
atrir mi-}-f-ltrans.action, politics, economic:
ular issues addressed by concern::
on. What is interesting is that ("
: ted.to Muslim countries. Rather
?3 minorities are maximizing the
M€ internet to know [slamic rulin:
::‘7' 00111d not have been possible w ith
Passing fatwa i.e. face-to-face °
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ag A typical example has to do with 3
o in the US. Consequent on the damage of hig

w o know whc.lhcr he could benefit frnmls.t:ouse,he
jpsurance scheme which has been made ¢ house

- ; Tt Compuls
g0 mment. Invoking _lhc principle of ncccssig,uagy';’\y the
m&ﬂ mufli submitted that he could "), the

benefit only f
id. S ro
exact amount he had paid. Since the conventional -in):surml::;hiz

nma] in Islam, he must Eivc out the residual amount as Sadaqah
he mufti concludes. (n}'cn the location of the mustafis the
mmpon§c he got from the mufti might not be cnvis,aged
with the traditional medium. What more, the fatwi could not
nave benefited other Muslims who are undergoing similar

in other Western countries where house insurance is
made mandatory as a government policy.

i

Stafti regiq;

Purther still, the fact that most Islamic sites operate in major
world languages presents an ample opportunity for all Muslims
of different races and languages to understand Islam. This is a
pnctical manifestation of the fact that language of specific
nation should be taken into consideration in the spread of Islamic
message. By extension, it justifies the universal status of Islam; 1t
s not a birth-right of the Eastern people in whose language the

svealed. Dissemination of Islamic message can be
o ages spoken by mankind, however, Arabic
quage of Quriin, hence of Islam.

1 A
it

“ hote that, the internctas a mcdiun_] Of fatwa
rvatio .'md documentation of (al-ﬁwa wﬂhfhz
v and reliability. Since it is not pas?e :
_there may be no concern of forgery 0 cﬁ
M treated issues 10 the mu

mustafti is only required to chec
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h fatawa have been Pasg,

- . W I].
d other social factors associated with traditi,,
and 0

the case in the ¢qp,
Shyness and 01" va could hardly be the nte,
medium of %SSl;gtl _:::;T is free to e,.(press hlmse:]f as c:lear]y "
of B3 iility {0 give a clear picture about td ;‘ e Wy

g(sllbtl;- }r::\?i:'i i pfov dinformed fatwa. In ,
guide the

idingacorrectandl
the prospects of e-fatw

3 are many and cannot be exhausted.

noteworthy. The very fact that 1t has a df
licht mistake on the part
underscores these challenges. Any § gtr ; 3
the muftiin the process of passing fatwa will have a far-reachir
negative impact on millions of Muslims who are a!)le to acce
the fatwa in question. A practical example here 1s a medic
doctor committing a blunder while carrying out Surgi
operation on his patient. The resulting effect of this erroneo
operation is lesser than the effect of mufti's erroneous verdi
This is because the medical doctor only takes care of certain p:
in the body, while the mufti is concerned with well-being of bo
body and soul of the mustafti.
Also, given the high tendency of hiding of identity and locatio
E s , U 11s always faced with the problem ¢
arlier, change in place and custom is
, hange in fatwa. In other words, t
1 respect to a Muslim residing in
regarding those living in Musl"
articulated by classical scholars *
ayyur al-zaman wa al-makan” (fai"
Anges in time and space). Precisc)
Ea specific locality or certain ma/”
lication. As such, a fatwa pass’”
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e predominanllx Muslim countries, ¢.g. Saudi, Frypt, e
pot be imported n}tu other countries if Such is bhaged
PNVI]HIIB CUS'O_“\ in those lands or DCCllli;II‘ malaah which are
neoessﬂ'“)’ rcl'atlvc. [t was the realization ofthe impact of cu '|' :
on certain rulings }lmt propelled al-Shatibi to remark 'h’l? ‘t)}m
impﬁca_tion of leaving the head uncovered g different f'rbr‘n mm-
locality to another based on peculiar custom; whereas, it is
considered a disgraceful act in the East, it is not in (he Wut /\I:
such, the Islamic ruling vis-a-vis such habit would be (lil't‘;:r.cnt"
to the former it negates uprightness, while to the latter it does not.
The point here is that, there is a possibility of random
‘exportation’ and 'importation as far as e-fatwi is concerned. T his
may not be the case if the mufti and mustafii are to meet face-to-
face. |

(o} may
d on the

Moreover, under the pretext of anonymity which is an integral
feature of e-fatwa, it is not impossible for the mustaftito raise
controversial issues which might have a negative impact on the
ni » Ummah. While Islam encourages us to inquire about
tters, it does however, caution against generating

tial issues. The following versc is instructive in this
STERE

i
4
.\

unity of th

,ﬁwe! Ask not questions about things
*e plain to you, may cause you
ye ask about things when the Qur'an
ed, they will be made plain to you,
| forgive those: for Allah is Oft-
Most Forbearing. Some people before
iIch questions, and on that account
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to the [pternet May Pave way
ible for some to she

: cessibl % (3
arther gtill, free 8¢ it is posstt
E abus€ f e-fatwav ge { Wlu satley th?l'r whims dl
st the ability of diffe;,

anton .
< und for 'cheap’ fatw may try 10 gest the <4
‘o by dﬂ'ectlng the San,

re, SoME
os. What mof®s © ifferent site
em 0 mockery-

_fatwa is the factthy
and pseudo-muiti
king requisite requirements

fatwa-making -
:g?ufning the position of mufti, some se{f—styled echelars miy
not be wary of passing i1-informed fatwa on burning lSS;lle; ;\ it
decisive impact on the general well-being of the Ummah. Mar
‘buted to politic

erroneously passed fatawa could have contributes .
upheavals and religious crises 11 some Mushm countr

especially and the globe entirely. Minor 1SSu€s which approve!
different views arc often presented as representing th
fundamental tenets and the exact positions of Islam. Also, t
principle of malaah could be manipulated by some mufti &
challenge the established issues in Islam. [t may be observed th:

these bad tendencies on the part of many muftis are most)
- formed by unscrupulous quest fo

r fame. Thus it 1s nC

uncommpn to hear or _read from certain scholars that 'Bani

1Jihad may be carried out against nor

'Jihad may be declared against ¢

1ough headed by Muslims', "Wesc?

aram' among many issues whic

study and understanding of the spirit ©

1be said about them. The consequen®™

could not have been far-reaching "'*
ternet.

1112 T4
11at
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dation and Conclusion
In much a8 o-fatwil 1 A potential mediuy, o, PEOD#H G
djsseminm" e t'“ |H|nm‘. ”u,.“' 15 0 need 1 :,ciul:.l':”"
anomﬂ"“ that are associated with . |y Will ot be ;a.nu!

sition 1o SURRes! that the Internet should 101 be e o Misti

rwil, just onaccount of such anomalies g« d 10 pags

and
A Yrne

: |)Uilllt‘.(|rmh horve
to throw away the baby wnhllu:lmlhw:m-r lill:l:f”J )
e WS ar

dre
’

fatwil,,

IS unWlSC‘ | ‘
utin their properpel spectives, the anomalies responsible for (f

i « 1) o

abuse of e-fatwi can be addressed and mitigated appropriately

Of paramount concern is the abuse that might eman e from the
instance of the mufti. Gone are those days when qualified mu{l.u';
would avoid any attempt at passing fatwi, due to the risk n:m',;,,i
of the task. Then, piety, sincerity and accountability were thci;
hallmark and guiding principles. More so, their mastery and
expertise in the essential sciences and skills is Incontrovertible.
An overview of the climate of the institution of fatwa in the
contemporary time suggests a status-quo far removed and
different from the past. Now any 'scholar' is qualified to give
fatwa on any 1ssue however sensitive it may be.

But, sanity can be restored to the institution of fatwa in general

and e-fatwa in particular. For this to be possible, a standard

manua containing the modus operandi of e-fatwa should

€ prep: a league of scholars recognized across the world.
ons and ethics of mufti operating online should be
r terms. This initiative will be useful and beneficial
countries that have fatwa board or committee.
y help regulate fatwa, so that chaos can be
ng vital issues that concern the Ummah. 10
rvance of such manual book, it will not be 100
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{a ﬂinSt erring mefi.. 'l‘hiﬂ \\'i_i'l_i]|1'|

| e . ‘ . A
stipulaw pumsh,ms like Malaysia, etc. where the faty, |
i ¢ role. As for others w,,

is GIVED . tent, the leagu® of scholars may takc 0
g nd convince the govemment (Muslim_
tg :pell out sOME punishment for the abus

fatwa. o
| +v in the mstitution

: - m the tide , 5 .
Also, in order to St¢ Jive fatwa & deserving place pf pride |

3. it is important t0 : ; "
ga:rwaécliucatioﬁl curriculum.  The mcess::mt‘f lr;lcxdcng 5 0
unprecedented issues in various aspects of our life has ren u
the institution of fatwa more complex than before. This has mac:

o' a reality to contend with. As rightl

the concept of 'specializatio ‘
proposed by a scholar, there is really a need for the field of fatw:
to become an autonomous discipline like other fields ¢

knowledge. To ensure Shariah-compliant responses to Nov
issues in bio-medicine, finance and other aspects of our life, ther
must be an enduring and thorough study and effort to achieve th
~ goal. Having spent a considerable period in the” college ol
| m ‘the graduate should be awarded certificate
i atleast in simple cases. Such graduat
certain aspects such as finance, <
in the area. It is remarkable to not
| Pertmitenicimnig S €.8. .Jordan, for the perspect!'®
B g il e ber in the National fatwa boar®
a graduate in the field of Sha’"
y years must have passed after I
tive mufti in the provincial fat"
ears after his graduation s ?
00C development and a righ! stef
€ institution of fatwa. Above ™
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v o art of poli o
incerity Of t?er p g ﬁqllcy makers and mufiin ig i o,
| be counte productive if political and “"““'ls-l'i Nevitable, |
’ ‘ ““L‘.[cg;tg ar
StS are

wi , :
ucnce ‘.h D . :
allowed toinfl isnoble and genuine endeavour

y conclusion, all these measures are necessary |
CSsary i view of

importance of fa}t\fva. After all, its importance is muc|

the field 9fmed1c1ne where no one can be quall l‘icult' SR

Joctor without undergoing proper training for a cc(- l'd'h- a medical

ime. A medical doctor is concerned with the bod ! :II’Ill .p.cnogl of

as well as his mundane well-being, while a mu?fti is']ll(: r:ll]l:ﬁnl
: sure

good condition of both the body and soul, and maximum

mundane and eternal pleasure of his 'patient' i.c. mustafti
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