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ION IN
G GIRL CHILD EDUCAT
REVITALIZ G VATIVE APPROACHES, AND

: INNO \
NIGERIAEMERGING CHALLENGES

M. Oniye, and Okoro Ngozi

Abstract | g N
Thes study investigated participation of girl child education in Nigerig
ent. The research work is done from 1960

both in the past and at pres
y dence to 2005 to time of 2" annual National

when Nigeria got her indepen ann
Conference of History of education society of Nigeria. Historical method

was use, and primary sources were heavily relied upon. Structured interview
were held with Director Research and statistics of Kaduna and Lagos
States ' Universal Basic Education Boards, Focal persons incharge of girls
education in two state’s ministry of Women Affairs, and some Non
Governmental Organization in both states. The study examined some
factors hindering girl's participation in education. Factors such as traditior
and cultural practices, economic condition of the house hold, school
orgqnization, opportunity were considered. The study also examined
various innovative approaches made by Governments and Nori
Goverr?mental organization towards revitalizing participation of girls ir
,er::lcatzzn. T?w-se inchfde laws enacted in this regard, taskforces, female
estgz;i ih nljeorl:tClojf,Gf;l:;qutchpqlicy on women, launch of UBE in I 99‘?
Eastern oor cation movement, mothers club in the soul’
1 part of the country, girls education in th ional policy o
education, Advocacy and Sensitizati } the nationa: po Y ¢ g
andbeggars inthe Nopthors 1y on, addressing problems of Almajir’
niNigeria. The study goes further to talk briefly
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citizenry. From less than 3,000 primary schools in

out 1.3 million pupils, there are now over 44,000 pri
lling 2 | s, ,000 prim
schools with pupils enrolment in excess of20 million. Secondary schools numfg

and c.:nrolmel‘ll went from 534 and 24,640 respectively in 1960 to over 9000
pub.hc and private secondary schools in 1999 with 3.4 million students. At the
tertiary level, there has been similar growth. From one university college in
1960, lbere are now over 148 tertiary level institutions made up of government
and private own universities, polytechnics and colleges of education with
aggregate student population of over 800,000 (full - time and part time) (Nigeria
Education sector analysis 2002),
Inspite of the progress recorded in number of schools and pupills/
students enrolment, one of the shortcomings of our education is gender
disparity. This is very glaring when one considers the wide national disparity
in the ration of male and female enrolment in schools. For instance, statistical
report (Federal Government of Nigeria and United nations Children’s Fund
1997 —2001) shows that on the national level, primary school enrolment
ratio for the boys and girls is 94:75. According to the same source, the
ratio is almost twice higher in the Northern states where formal female
education is accorded less values. Furthermore, besides girls low enrolment
rates, their attrition rates are particularly high in 8 states in the North. The
data cited above is not statistically at variance.with that of Oladunmi (1999)
which indicated that in Nigeria, primary school net enrolment ratio is 67%
boys and 52% girls age 15yrs and above in 1995 was 67% for males and
47% for females. o
The problem of gender disparity in access to education in Nigeria is
not restricted to primary schools and adult literacy alone. Infact, the
situations are not statistically different from the picture painted above. F or
instance the 1999 statistical report of the National Board for Techny:al
Education (NBTE), and National Council for Colleges of Education,
(NCCE), as cited by UNICEF (2001) shows that out of a tqtal purrllber 9f
about 500,000 students that were admitted in all tertiary. institutions 1n
Nigeria, female enrolment represented only 34%. According to th.e samZ
source, the imbalance in the number of male and female er.lro.lm'ent is mf[)}:e
pronounced in the Polytechnics and in the non {Xrts dlsCIPhdne? n ond
Universities such as engineering, technology Env1ronment2}1 eﬁlgq o
veterinary medicine. The World Bank calls women’s education the single
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most influential 1n
similar vein, the world
Senegal 1n 2000, em

vestment that can be mad.e in dgveIOping worlq
conference on Education which was heq 4 Dak a

phasized the importance of eliminating gen de;

disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005 a?d a.ChleVmg Bendey
i ‘on by 2015. These pronouncements arose essentig)]
equality in education 5 ’s education fosters econom; 4
because of the realization that women's educa iy lmlc growth
promotes women’s self esteem, pOlltl‘Cal a\Cz\l/arer.letsas1 1§-‘e (1&;{;)1 Vement apg
positively impact on the quality of family and socie tHiams, 2001),
Factors Hindering Girls Participation In Education. In Nigeria

Within nations, the main set of factors explored in the literatyre as
hindrance of female participation in education include; cultural/religioys
factors; economic condition of the household; school organization:
opportunity cost of formal education; parent level of education; laboyy
market opportunities; government policy and management, in Nigeria it i
the same. , ‘ '

Williams (1986) says that the extent to which cultural and religious beliefs
accord women a role outside the home in Nigeria is a factor among factors
hindering girls’ participation in education. She argued that one would expect
to find that in cultures dominated by patriarchy or where female seclusion is
practiced, females will have less access to education than men. Asa patriarchal

society women are expected to perform mainly domestic roles and thus
education was irrelevant to the everyday life of females.

: I marriage is very im ort oirls aré
married at age 10 - 14 thejr educationa] careeils arp o

not meant for Muslim girls, They eqy
a

Westernization or both, The belief ig anch
or

te it with Christianity 0f
Western education in Nigeria,

ed on the historical origin ol

car ol excessi (& anci S
F f ex €Ss1ve em 1 8
1pation accoxding to Wi]lialns (l()()(’) is
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?}?ithsr hindrance. There are various myths about this. Itis widely believed
at educated women do not make ‘good’ (submissive) wives; that they are
m‘orall-y corrupt or promiscuous; that they are barren; that educated girls
will rej.ect parental choice of husband. The real fear was of the effects of
fiducatlmi on women’s attitudes, newly acquired attitude are seen as
incompatible with their role as wives and mothers. Economic condition of
the household when it is poor hindered girls education. This has to do
largely with the costs of acquiring education. Even when no school fees are
paid, other costs have to be borne by parents such as boarding feés:(fo'r
boarders), cost of text books, school uniforms, transports fares etc. Fora
poor parent in particular, when a choice is to be made, the female child is
sacrificed, given the cultural beliefs that boys are breadwinners and girls
education will end up in the kitchen.

School organization is very important according to Akweshi (1994)
she said many parents are known to be protective of their daughters. They
therefore will not allow their daughter to walk long distance to school, at
the primary level or to travel far away to boarding school because of fear of
sexual harassment and to keep their daughter under closer watch. Infact,
they tend to favour the establishment of single sex schools. The presence
of male teachers at girl’s schools is also very repulsive to some parents.
Such parents would readily prefer female teachers because of their concern
for their daughter’s morality and security. Opportunity cost is another
hindrance. Time spent in school entails activities forgone. This means
labour contribution of children to the household. Girl’s time is taken up by
children’s care; household tasks, work in the farm or garden fetching water
or fire wood, assisting in trading or food processing activities. Time spent
on these activities is very important to poor households which cannot afford
to employ helpers some poor households infact gave out their daughters as
house maids in return for income. The consequence is non attendance at
school or poor performance as there is little or no time for hqme study
(Anderson and Brown man, 1980). Labour market opportunity is aiiother
hindrance. Indabawa (2004) mentioned that there is a popular belief in the
society that modern education only emphasizes.instrumental goals, that 1s,
it is mainly employment oriented. Therefore when learner complete an
educational programme without commensurate assurance fm: mo_dern sector
jobs, society sees a mismatch and lacl;< Of: synergy- This. discopra%es
participation, given that no serious meaning 18 attache'd to learnlng itself.

Poor self concept according to Indabawa (2004) 1s another hindrance.
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48 ' selves bears on themse]ye.
thems Clveg
That there are instances where thfi‘) lfzﬂt’slii e with challenges of modey,
poor .self concept ofdt;illf;%n‘gl‘fencedby the negatlvg lmIc):iie'ssmns sogiet'y
lelammg' iterr}ll ar’?’}l:; then becomes @ V€Y serious IMPECIMENt 1o theiy
ace on . . .-
feam,ing and educational pur§l}.1§5‘ : .-
Innovative Approaches Made by Governnll‘;nt . e
nnova [ . a4 in Nigeria
. P | Child in IN1§ .
Education PaﬂlClpatlion th(:}l; conclusion 0 f the Jomtien’s conference
. I.n ord(?r to ;Ognph};cvgls tressed as the most urgent priority to ensure
i hailandin 2500 & f education of girls. The call of the 42nd

and improve the quality 0 ;
:g::iSSn of thg International Conference 01 Education (1990) for the

elimination of all gender stereotyping in .educatio.n. The convention on the
Rights of the Child (1989) which established universal access to. primary
education with special emphasis on girls asa goal for development in 1990s,
the World summit for children (New York 1990) which underlines the
education of the girl child as the nucleus for enhancing women’s status and
their roles in development; the sixth conference of Ministers of Education
and those responsible for Economic Planning in African Member States
(Dakar 1991); Ouagadougou Declaration (1993) which called on
Governments to make the girl child the focus of education, planning and
development. The International Conference on Assistance of African
Children which identified the need for quantitative goals, especially to reduce
the disparity between boys and girls by at least one third by the year 1995:
the Wor'ld Confe.rence on Education held at Darka, Senegal in 2000 which
Zﬁpstisgzsd th:dilmptgrtagc; of eliminating gender disparities in primary
by 2015 N?g;riancécl)(\)rgrgm Oots alad achieving gender equality in education
Suiti varions fhéasines fo reililt a?n a nu}n.ber f)f NGOs across the country
Nigeria, 1ze participation of girl child education it

The measures include enactment of laws which prohibit the

use helps without opportunity for any
uch laws is the National Assembly

who contravenes this section ) Ofdary S<fh001 education, and any parent
liable. the Bill commits an offence and his
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(2)  On first conviction, to be reprimanded

(b) On second conviction, to a fine of #2000 or imprisonment of a
moni_:h: _ Some state governments have promulgated edicts
prohibiting collection of all forms of fees in girls school, and
withdrawal of girls from schools respectively.

As a follow up to the resolutions reached at the Pan Africa Conference,
Task forces on the Education of the girl’s child were inaugurated in Nigeria
on the 28th of October 1993. The Task forces were set up at the National,
Zonal, and states level by the National Commission for women Affairs. Isa
(1 9.94) said that the task forces have been working hard to create awareness
on 1ssues related to the education of girl child. And, according to Ahmed
(1995) the objectives of the taskforces are to identify areas of intervention
in the education of girl child, to work out a definite programme of activities
to bridge the gap between the level of literacy among boys and girls; to
identify those traditional norms, values and administrative practices that
tend to encourage and widen the disparity between girls and boys, and to
ensure through mass mobilization, adequate programmes, enliightenment
campaigns, the elimination of socio-cultural practices that limit the full
development of the girl child. Female favoured policies were made by
governments and technocrats to redress the imbalance in gender education.
The policies include;

1. Designation of one of the two federal government colleges in
each state of the federation as Girls College while the other one
in.each state is mixed school.

2. In 1987, the National council on Education adopted the National
Women Education Programme. And its objectives were fo;

(a) Provide more educational opportunities for girls from primary to

tertiary levels.
(b) Re-orientate the attitude of all females towards education,

irrespective of their age.

(c) Provide functional education for girls and women; to awake the
consciousness of all women.

(d) Educate parents and general public so as to bring about a change
in attitude towards the new women’s education programme.

(e) Promote the education of girls and women in the field of science,
technology and mathematics.

Government produced the blue print on Women Education in 1986 in

recognition of the fact that education is the basic tool that should be given
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50 i alize theilj full potentials in the

to +T X
and women for them Jucational opportunities for gy

was to prOVidif)rk of Oboh (2909), f)ther steps
level.In the 1d education participation inclyde,

italize girl 0121200 0) that made provision for the

to the girl child, :
society. The objectlye
from primary to tertiary
taken by government to rev
(A) The National Policy on Woman

girl’s education.

Its Objectives Include:. -
1. To expand facilities

women.” .
2. To enforce legal provision 0

- from school for marriage. . :
3. To provide education and relevant training for girls and woman

with special needs; for example, the handicapped, gifted, nomads,
out of school e.t.c.

for “Second chance education to girls ang

penalties for withdrawal of girls

(B) (1) Establishment of clubs such as Girls Education Movement (GEM)
(2) Mothers Club organized in the south to monitor girls in the schools,
(3) Advocacy and sensitization in some communities.

In October, 30th 1999 the President of Nigeria (Chief Olusegun
Obasanjo) lunched in Sokoto state, Universal Basic Education in place of
Ux}ive.rsal Primary Education to revitalize education in Nigeria. The
objectives of the programme in its implementation Blue Print include;

I, I:ievelopment in the entire citizenry a strong consciousness for

5 ;rzza;lo;l and a strong commitment to it v gorous promotion

| N €€ Iree, compulsory, unjversa] Basic Education for every
Nigeri I\}gena child of school age among others

18€ria National policy op ' e

child Educat Y on education in ap attempt to revitalize girl

nd socj th ministries of community
enco cial welfape

ion
emales 1 ), Should pe lo enable our

€an;j '
N intelligen, understanding
chnolo,gy s
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“.I"I()"“ (b/}‘ \ »
LTOrEs will he
A ' made 10 encourave
. & { aee w ] ’ . .
area of technicql o O ek to enler wider

lucation: ¢ ;
, : Ctechnical se ' whie
now have facilities mical schools which do not

S for fo > © .
do s0." (Naui ,’/( I../t male students will he encouraged to
1onal Policy on Education 2004) )

Beside all mentioned. : R .
.S trategy for Accelerating Girls® I'-Zducmi.on i;1 ;\Il' ?‘«.'UU‘“lOEl!mtmle and
:n ; uly 2003 by the Federal Government ol'Nigc:iimS:l/\(‘:}/l\-'EI\:\I\J\) lliltlnclllcg
N "ocqs increased attention on girls education in((.) :mdcr: : '1‘5 z‘lunc i
X ) RN . . . served stated
(1)3:;2;1;;“? (:)b‘cl.‘ E_\Ol\mn",/:'{Im_hml' Edo and Ebonyi, Non-g()vcrnmcmzt]
g ns i ¢ U_NI(:Lla HDFN and MILLENNIUM HOPE are doing
a lot tO\\.'ard re.vlmhznhon of girls” education in Nigeria. UNICEF fogr
oo o mistonsf il
: § as y schools that it supplied fumniture, instructional
materials etc. Alt organized training for teachers and Primary Board Officers
on how to teach well and on various things that can be done to cncouram:
‘adequate participation of girl child in education. )
Millennium Hope is the project of the wife of Kaduna State
Governor. The project focused on Al-majiri or Tangaya schools and the
girls hawking on the street during school hours. This NGO contributed
through intervention by improving on the infrastructural facilities a:
Almajiri or Tangaya schools, and then stop these children from coing
begging after their Quranic or Arabic classes that ends 8am cach day
The NGO arranged Western education for children in their Mallam
schools based on their ages, and it is between 9a.m and 2p.m. when
will start afternoon Arabic classes again. Cloth, school uniform. and al
that the children will need are provided by the NGO from the mter
conducted with Hajia Aisha Aliko Muhammed one of the trusice e
co-ordinator of the programme, this NGO is about Oyears now. =i ©
has been very successful. It is operating in the entire POC"%l Goy ‘
Areas in (Human Development Foundation oi‘Nigcr‘uﬂ I\;u?a;'f:: 11
Another NGO in Kaduna state is HDEN it is io"m,cd - \:}:\:h-\:i‘:
males and females. They are working people; 1110_\"111'9 coTn'x 117}’1‘1}11 !;;-l:;: - ihe
own to finance the organization. The main focus 0 f th‘“ OrE ;“11:{;k for them,
girls doing house help and the orphallb:. The or«c’.zllll";(‘)‘: (;)11150 discuss with
collect them and put them in sch.oofl.".l h,ct l(:gﬁil“;'li;‘m \uring school h()}ll‘b“.
beggars who have children that ar e.ml\mz, ke their parent outon beggims
for begging. The NGO allow the children to take
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between 9a.m and 12p.m. and from 12p.m. and 5.30p.m the NGO colleey
etwe L > 2

in school for Western educati

(hcsc.chil]dre”_ al:f plTchmIfIl(];Oa lzgullg ;ot prevent them from tak:g]tl?icli(i
\;»rc;ho:st :::q?}]]c g:norning on begging accqrfllllg to 1tiq pr;sidcnt (Hajig
Sadia Abdul). because the NGO cz.mt cater f_or the needs 'o‘f the parents of
these children; although they supplied the children _lupch. I .hc NQQ has its
own school, the building of the school WONP} 1§nll_111011 naira wth the aig
of Kaduna state governor. What is fascinating abou? this organization i
that they collect parents of these children \yho are tl'alllal?le a'nd give them
vocational training. For the house-help girls, the organization discusseq
with their mistresses and tell them to relcase the girls for Western educatioy
and vocational training the moment their children goes to school and they
are through with their morning duties so that the free periods that the
house helps wasted can be utilized for their benefit. "And when the children
finished their basic education they are given machine and other vocational
items to let them be self dependent. [he organization had been for almost
20years. .

The State of Girl Child Education in Nigeria Today

There is aremarkable improvement on the disparity that existed before
in our gender education participation. Infact, from the structured interview
carried out in Kaduna and Lagos states with Primary Board; women affairs,
Agency for mass Education and some NGOS, there is hope for gender
equality in education participation come 2015. From the present statistics
the states gave on pupils enrolment, retention and dropout it is clear that
there is tremendous improvement especially on girl child education
participation. Everywhere the researcher visited in Lagos state the response
to the oral interview was that, there is no girl child education problem in
Lagos state. From the statistics of enrolment and completion of school
showed by the Lagos state primary board/school services in most cases
glrls. out number boys in enrolment and retention. The drop out is nor large
and it was attributed to poverty or such misbehaviour of carrying unexpected

pregnancy.
Rccommendntions

" The cpmplete picture of public expenditures for education is not
of OIWH,] but ls.almOSt certainly inadequate. It remains unclear: what lf\““!
otal public resources are allocated to the education sector; what
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actually spent; how expended funds are used;

. e funds do or do not reach schools : | othe
intended <. ¢ 01§ and other
beneficiaries. All of these must be addressed and allocation to

basi i '

'uec :tducatlon sl'{ould be increase. Not that alone, the problem of the poor
Pe rents and guc'.trdlans whose household needs is making them to deny girl
child opportunity of participating in education must be addressed. Asking
the blind, lame, dumb and other poor parents or guardian to send their

ch.ildren or wards to school without showing concern over their weakness
will render the policy inactive.

The MLA studies (1996) and 2004) show that learning outcomes in
primary schools are poor, although there are very wide variation across
states which merit further investigation. Teachers are not well equipped
with basic pedagogical skills and understanding, especially at the lower levels
of primary education language policies are appropriate but poorly
implemented. Teacher/pupil ratio is a problem in most of our schools. There
has been inadequate investment in creating physical environments that are
conducive to learning, although the FME is committed to the concept of
child friendly schools, and the UBE programme is committed to improving
the quality of the school environment and availability of learning materials.
However, most primary schools still suffer from seriously deteriorated
infrastructure, including roofs, teaching resources and toilets. The poor
quality of primary schools acts as a disincentive to access and comp.letion,
particularly for girls. A strategy to getmore girl in school and to retain theyn
may require that all the above issues are addressed. 2 v b4

Cultural attitudes are still responsible for gender d1s.par1ty in
education in some areas, especially the North, where there ?s resistance to
what is seen as < Western education’, particularly among marginalized groups
and rural people. Shortage of female teachers to serve as role-mode?ls n';
school seriously affects girl’s motivation to attend school. Educatlonz;
planning needs to identify and focus priority is§ues and target grmllﬁ3 d
Foremost amongst these are the large number of girls who are not enro
in school or who are withdrawn from school early.

proportion of the allocation 1S
and the extent to which thes
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