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Sundlarly. in Africa. Grest Britaies el Denungark. ihe greates progsertissy of murders e ns -Gl
(Nwokoye, 1995) In fact , heating, stashings, stbbings, bumings aml chokings are commse
gceurrences in many Gumilics, These viole acts oocur usually hetween bushands i wises,
herween children/siblings or in the clinic abase of childien by parcigs. Uil guite recemls , ol
with the vonwened citints of wonien's jmp s as NCWS, WIN, FIDA, FOUMWAN, ¥ WA vl
mnireh family vioknce in Nigeria has remained hidden becasse it wis considersd o provite attas.
Ex et uw, social welfare workers, L:lllhlbi:t_luﬁ JI_IH.! e paslive sehdom gt e cooperimnm they meed
to prosecute: wifie batrerers, Thus, it is fairly difficull 1o pet socurate saristics as w s UM €
in Nigenia. Fanily vigderwe I Gge m ﬁ::u:ru:.' i I:h:.' spakanng of i ruvblessne clild (il
fwph usually is socially acceptahle. is stll a fom of vidlence) o assault, fpe and even nunde)

Violenwe is w very commeon term and we all think tha we know wiat we are alking abow
when we use i, But violence i much more complex i it appears at first glaice. Viokence man
he defined us “helavimr intended 0 Gause hudily pain or injury w anotler persin o group of
pemois”, People wihi use vidkonce in this way anily wesrry about acrs wihich ey see on e b
4 arnd o ot Tike, They sy be thisking o the foar magor vialent crines of murder, assault, ripe aml
rubhery. There are, hiwever, other o of behivir which ciase um o people amd may w be
aumifested physically. Albugh a considerativn ol tese scis oy seen i fall o of the oo of
this paper, it s quite Baportin we hrieily disouss them so s o ler on barvest their efteces v
wusnen especiilly.
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itlllih‘ll W :lh ] S Chtwnbead I Wl s wihilcls are inreimbod 1o b et a1 il
¥ A mainl “‘"'h'l"-" ol wing gy Wi uthier people. Ax s, the rerm “abuse™ 1 beg

:..1:; E N M0re or fegg liomrited o Physical acts wivereas abwise iy iivelve mmi-pie s o
i N | i
i . f 5 ke
; ::::h'“ i% A Word thiai is Benerally s tolerajeq by bt the wicennes and gl perpenann.
i . reas whuse Iy milder, it sy LAptures e winile essence of il scr; sisl
“I'n“l: A tenn ey i used iy tescribing wmer socinl prrostabennis sl as cliibd absise iy
iHHIsE gy,

Frvany wily

W leve sl g
Alura, gy, B

. '|.I|1|[|;_'|H.'I:' Ve Narin siml 1||_-|.|_-.":]:.||I--|III Wil wii ibin iF i
Winlier gy i e

: el sl plvesical B, o sclides e acts of commmpsi o
B0 B e s deviddual. For gius purpise, theichre. tle pemwimn oo ey
A G thus e gy 0 escribe se o Physical abuse (o viodence as o s ondigerly b
A wmotional b, o Wriel explanmion of these felths 1 fiewessary to pusde ian subiocopien
Wiscussion o gl Muysical, siwial g Pychelagival eflects of violene aganist wonmen
I Physical Abuse jor Violence) « This is indivaied by physical uguries pencralls cininieied
i b teliherately inflivey hy a person e.p, 3 nede KW o peareil an ameber e ¢
A Benabe spowse g pirkchikd, It is wirdvubsedly the ensicr fumm of ahuse f leniity beg i
e injurics are ulten visible even i g rtiried wr cisual ubservers,
2 Fmatinm) Abse . This represiiny WIpUTY B s persun’s Payehielonical selt guse as sy al
whuse o Iy 1 e PeErsin’s basdy, Irs intent sl elledt are somewlen primitive ol 1 .

Benerally expenivind iy [ Y, TR hwstiliry o fepectmnn, Such abwise slien Gikes (e s
al verlwl Crlican, leirssed or

sumedine clse ix duing espevially hetween hushsl i wile, lather
We can po van i g deseribe fliese eurenes b i
direct wur aention 1 vinlenee {or abuse) 5 LA wmen,

sl dangliter o,
B appropriste an this pnciune 1

Vinlence Against Woimnen

Tl oy hesokss (T Wikle aiid The Quring are replete with verses wligh seck 10 ey
e dommtineince of e wan over (e Wil but at thie e time revere ilie SRy of e Wi
18 1% aquite clear w us e tese Holy buowkes preach g Wt shovild be Mived, connfoned Py
aned tairly tresmed. Yo will Please spure us tlse ordenl o caning il relevin
st st oty can poing fo i leass e o ire of such pissiges i s |l
e irying o nuike here is (60 wonsen conttinge the weaker sex (o't ank us ahwmg i Dovety b s
whiett conpared witl mien wad aiy act which seeks 1o harn, injure, irammtise ar coue .
B At lest o morally or spiritually acceprable, In fagr, we believe that it 1 1ot aine; PIEE Wt B,

The reasons wiy men abuse woinen, or wlhty woren are ahused, are legim,
the Framewaork of this paper 1o discuss these alihough we kiow (la the
today's Nigeria lus not nsde naitiers eAsY. A poind of fact thar i inconiestable is (a0 Wi lave
heen abused, ticy are being abused, and If prosmpy Precautivnary/preventive measures ATE I ke
ey will continue 1 he abused. We have tus decided 1o limit vur ficus 1o gy 4
vinlence that are directed against women, especiay Nigerian womey, They are:

l. Enmitinnal Ahuse
’ "Wile Battering
Sexual Abuse (leading 1o rapee)
Armed Robhery/ Assassinations/Murders
Circumision
Widowlasnd “hlues”
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- Enwtionn] abuse can be i overt oF covert ways, (et is, soie ul s

. rustication bs the worst pendslnest

| 5

The Contsellor, 15(1), Awgplest J997,

Emational Abuse .
Thix exlsts when a nun, hecause uf his sucial sans, physical strengh o ::mlll.l:":lidl;::‘r war

mmﬁl Fﬂ.l ors, el physically npgress a wongi, This is conanui o |||E| i crvstphon

class familics wixh ane highty lierate andd live In urhan kew-densily of !ug]:-d:n_!- y fe! el

pieglanisns niay 0F

he vhaenahle, - Thent canl he manifested o ihe funn of nane calling, vertyl attcks of 1”5":-1;1':|: .:'

use of derogatury langunge, Other thrms il can he fare cuile wid Therelore wpure i

discern, such as. the diiTenent -Tsput-Giwn”™ nechanin unetd ARNINGE walen fegarding (lecie

enwtbons, feellngs| views, penceplions vreven (heir inclligeiee. e .
Musst wi'[::J“‘lm “l:,hwm t;rmn':ui: farrinn pf ahuse hut are able tn._u liwe u.:|||| it I:u'lu lm::.l
period il they feach ' hreaking it Such breaking: poies are displayed in the forh b1 TS
wrimcks, ndaalasiin dnin huspials fur depression, sIress, dmag shuse aiF He[mmumnldmsrw.

Wile |]IIII.'I‘I|IIII Tiels exiua when i w|.1'!: LT 1l.:.n_r ul’ .”': ruht?mfw:;“ﬁ::::u::iﬁr!:I:“.::
convibwntive sihility and bas v means of matching or beatiing him ur citectively delei il o
stoppiigg 1im (Davidson, 1978), Wile Baering ks a very comnssi formi uf vinleie apaiis -.'.rlm

i Wigerin, Lats of kewer class families-wl Jive i Digh-lenfy areas of our urhan veires 4 -r-ml:
perhnps ki b any oler way af resilving a naarital conflict, 175 e news T penglifnirs
relatives fir & hushand 1o heat, push, shove, slap, kick or kiock duwna wils. [0 UG SEVETE LIneS
wnel are sreck will vhjeces, they nre choked, sighibesl ur even sled, A gquick i slreugh any of
our Weekend Newspapers, Evening Newspapers o sidi-sell Magazines would reven, nmse lan
enovgh details of wife banering. I is gquite unformisie flaat the lavest acddition ta the act is homg
mieattifested i Inshand “spraying” tesir wives witl concemrated acid 5o a5 10 desecrte e, We
e sure we all recall the story of & bushand aod wile on Frank Olize's Buday Prugranies,
Mewslive. Miury mwre usiformunte inckbans have heen shown on e progranme, Chikl abse st
gurrect lahel Mat we' would itse to describe the unformuate incident of & priesiess who hunm the
fingers of & young lady and ber hrother to "cast the devil out of them”, Thank Coaxd teuday Uliar shie

* fn languiching b =rison. .

A pwet dlonarhing: pretd mm! wike Barering in Migerin i dhan Pais begimsing o om ac s
Wil sochi-coonomic kevels wwd is becommng prevalent wt all vocupatiagl levels {Fuosudo, 19991
Nwakoye, 1995), The truth of the warier is that middle and upper<class wianen congesl their

o "ghuatlons and, u-l:I:R. repons of Fuch eases are usually not documented. Wil hutrering is iww

"takens e iniarnanl eyent Dn it pars of gur soclely. |

Geeal Abse (Rape] This iz amwher commman Gy of violence ARk women in Migeria. A Tt -

sexual abuses wre pemetmied by adull nales on younp unsuspecting pirks. Police recurds ad sicial
weclfure npencies show detnils of girls asked w perfinn various sexual ucts Tor 4 favour or 3 lec,
Hinw abuout sexusl leirrassnvei! 15 0 imd 8 commun phiessmenos? The text muost tiked ahou
today In our bigher stinstions, oiler tan seerer culis, is seaual I

worrisoie that the Natipaal Councll of Women's Societies {NCWS) un Fehrua

d ; ary 2inly, 1959
pressures on Professor Jibeil Aming, the then Minister of Education o seq l_IEH Ilill:-tlirnﬂi':-u:
conunittee 10 study fhe probiem and make recommendathons toward s silntim
subnkitied A report but las the problem been sulved? Mo, '

Rape s & serlous criminal offence in which sexunl interciurse is i

:Fal.l'ﬂl her Wi:::lm oF teat of force. A lot of rape cases abound in |r;.|'r sty hut only v e
i y : : i

‘:rw pet e ke hl'll:;mrm Bl mcaned of the social stigima (it is Placed oo them as rape victine
& hng pwHnE ol i '. e ek tledd are Limvwn 0F deteigesd i nur varioar inatiut :

1
Gsecomdary schools, culleges of education, pral iz Vel
i) yheclmics and wiiversities) bt 1 ,
s & J bl e authurinies an:
wrwilling b follow througly legally, At hest, sach nffences are classified as pliysical assaul Im.rw,;.l:illl ;:

. SAMbE viething ulf lsmize b E
reaking of arn ih
vaporkcice e fin whinkcvar way this is exliibiied, |t is quire .:lmg Fiad wed rubbery du ab
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recivery of the wictin, )

Sochl Wark Method: This necessitates e imervention of socml wellare workers sl o
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