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ABSTRACT

This pﬂp s e tures the challenges of sustainable democracy
confronting Africa and the prospect of using the NEPAD programme N
addressing mfj'?e d’f'ufﬁges. Democracy has remained a familiar
::ancept'ﬂf political discourse in pre and post- colonial Africa because i1
weas believed that the realization of development and socially significant
I-'i-i-'lfﬂ such as ﬂc‘i.'.ﬂunmbiﬁfy, social justice and respect for human righi
which are the major hallmark of good governance, can only take place
adequately within the confines of credible democratic space. However.in
spite of its centrality to the development process, democracy as currently
practiced in Africa is characterized more by democratic deficits rather
than dividends thus leading to underdevelopment, corruption and
political disputes, amongsl others. This research which relies on
secondary sources essentially finds that the pre-NEPAD political setting
was characterized more by democratic reversal due to frequent military
intervention and stage-managed elections and that the post-NEPAD's
democratic settings have recorded some measure of democratic
consolidation even thoughmany democratic transition programmes are
<till riddle with various electoral malpractices. The research equally
revealed the fact that the post-NEPAD democratic electoral process has
improved tremendously in quality, glamour and content delivery in many
African countries due to the introduction of Information m_td
Communication Technologies (ICT5) into the electoral process. In spite

of these relative achievements, the post-NEPAD democratic regimes

have failed to bring about sustainable development in many African

countries due to the dictatorial and prebendal nature of African politics.
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Introduction :
Democracy, as a system of govenment has remain a

popular and familiar concept of political discourse in both pre and post-
colonial Africa (Ilufoye, 2011).The popularity of democracy as a concept
is demonstrated more by the fact that other politically and socially
significant issues like social justice, human right, rule of law, good
governance, amongst others, are often discussed more as the main
attributes of functional democracy.With democracy in place, it is
assumed that the popular participation of the ma jnlrity of the people in the
decision making process will improve the quality of governance and
facilitate accelerated development (Gambari, 2004). Having held strong

appeal amongst the ordinary people as a plausible development concept,
there has been the continuous increase in the activities of pro-democracy
organizations across the world who continues to demand an end to
dictatorial rule and its replacement with democratic governance.
Though democratic governance competed fiercely with socialist
dictatorship during the cold war era, the triumph of capitalism over

socialism has equally led to the victory and promotion of democracy over
socialist dictatorship globally. Thus the demand for democracy along

good governance in the present unipolar world order is so pronounced in
such a way as to have become an additional eligibility requirement for

international financial aid to'‘Africa.
Regrettably in Africa, in spite of the fact that sustainable

development is difficult in the absence of genuine and responsive
democratic regimes, much of the earlier mentioned positive attributes of
democracy (social justice, human right, good governance) are patently in
deficit in many African countries. Thus, rather than becoming a veritable
source of meeting the personal and group development aspirations of
vast majority of Africans, democratic governance has become more of a
direct source of underdevelopment, corruption, mismanagement and a
primary source of political disputes and violence in many African
countries. The above negative scenarios have led to what is now
popularly referred to as democratic reversal rather than consolidation in
many African countries. The assumed failure of democratic governance
to bring about sustainable development in Africa in spite of its critical
relevance to the development process spurs up this study, The paper does
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not Iﬂ‘ﬂl}’ attempt to :&Tudy the foundational challenges of democracy In

Africa, but als? studies how democratic governance attempts to promote
~ socio-economic deve!npmcnt in Africa within the framework of the New
i ;ﬁiﬂpsﬂﬁietft{lfﬂ; Development (NEPAD).The study adopts

. nformation by studying relevant data relating 1o
policy and academic discourse on the challenges of sustainable
democracy in Africa and the NEPAD.
Conceptual Analysis

_ Democracy holds its origin to the ancient Greece, especially the

city states of Athens (Francis, 1999). , The word “democracy” derives
from two Greek words “demos” which means” the people™ and “kratein”
which means “rule of or by” (Francis,1999).The term democracy 1s thus
iranslated from the above mentioned Greek lexicology to mean “rule by
the people”. Apart from its fundamental origin from the Greek city state,
Heater (1964) equally traced the origin of modem democracy 10 such
medieval institutions as the British parliament and the jury and from the
political theories of the seventeenth  century such as the theories of
equality of men, the theory of natural right and sovereignty. Francis
(1999) argued that the origin of democracy could not be said to be an
exclusive source and preserve of the Greek and the Western orientation
alone. Some of the recent historical and archaeological evidences have
revealed that reasonable elements of basic principles of democracy such
as collective decision making process existed in other civilizations as
| exemplified by the principle of check and balances and aggregate
decision making process of many pre-colonial systems of governments
i Africa. Such African version of democracy, noted the author consisted
of the democratic pillars with universal application.

The principle and practice of democracy right from its
clementary stage from the ancient Athens where the concept originated
from reveals three major features. First, supreme power was vested on the
people as demonstrated by the principle of “ekklesia” which consisted of
an assembly of all male adult citizen and in which each was entitled to
participate by discussion and voting. Second, democracy permitted
freedo » of speech that is legally guaranteed and third, the concept allows
l for open contest of political offices to all quatified citizens. The ancient

democracy has equally been kaown 10 have been characterized by
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reasonable level of checks and balances to prevent arbitrary exercise of

power. For Instance, there was no permanent civil service in place

_ Instead, an administrative council of five hundred people was n::mmi.tm,_:d'
each year and all the members accounted for their actions at the end of

]

.1..1 Though ancient democracy eould be said to have beep
haracterized largely by direct participation ofthe citizens in the political
affairs of the state, partic ipatiua was still restricted as those who took par
1 collective decisions were the citizens (often referred to as collective
overnors) who happened to be the subject of political authorities and the
ators of public rules and regulations. However, the concept of
izenship was only restricted and applicable to only freeborn male
lts while excluding women, children, slaves and resident aliens. Ag

its by Francis (1999), the success of direct democracy was aided more

ent Greece by the slave mode of production under which the slaves

, engaged in the production of the peoples material needs
luding food which made it possible for the constitutionally recognized

citizens who governed to have sufficient time to concentrate on political

T rnie

|_.r|,,__

_ '_;},;,Hem_..ﬂgya],mntended that within the contemporary modem
o3 states, the socio-economic condition under which the ancient Athenian
~ democracy thrived have long disappeared as the old city states which
 were very small to govern have been collapsed into an enlarged modem
%’} state system. Thus, the slave mode of production has been supplanted by
e ,. :,__-,___"3"3_'-- ideology which has substituted the concept of collective
velfarism of the early democracy with the contemporary individual
alist accumulation and by implication driving the society further
o intc ‘the antagonist class of the Bourgeois (the capitalist owners of the
" means of production) and the prolctariat (the workers) who have been
largely exploited by the former having been overworked and under paid.
The prolong struggle between the social class has led to re-theorizing of
atic concepts and ideal. As posited by Held (1993), the
vs on democracy have given rise to three main
democratic model and ideals. The first old generation model
cracy as involving direct participation of the people in the
] ess as typified by the ancient Greek city stalcs while
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the second scholastic vViews R0EY [I{""]uurﬂc}-' as a process of u.:r.rrtﬁ:rring

decision making authorities on those who are periodically voted into

power on behalf of other people as their indirect representatives. The

third model of democracy identified by Held (1993) is the Marxist brand

n.f'.m:]'f' Bovernance or people's democracy which extend equality of all
‘:'““"?fmm political to the socio-cconomic realms of life. At the
economic sphere, democracy is achieved by allowing equality and
collective decisions on the ownership of means of production,
dlsFribuliun and exchange of goods and services through the
nationalization of private capitalist enterprises. Democratic equality in
social sphere is achievable according to the Marxist democrats through
th= legalization of and institutionalization of right to education for all
citizens, the establishment of social security scheme, automatic
employment and free access to medical services and free participation in

the decision making process, amongst others.
However, whether the Marxist model should be regarded as a

valid model of democracy, especially in the contemporary unipolar world
order is still debatable amongst democracy scholars, The collapse of the
Soviet Union and the Communist regimes in Eastern Europe, all of which
were based on Marxist ideology has greatly undermined the argument of
Marxist democracy as a feasible alternative to liberal democracy. Due to
the impracticability of direct democracy in the contemporary complex
and interdependent global world order and the dwindling influence of the
Marxist brand of democratic values. Liberal or representative democracy
has emerged as the current dominant model of democracy virtually all
over the world. Heater (1964) identified five basic characteristics of
representative democracy to include equality and sovereignty of the
people, respect for human right, enthronement of rule of law and respect
for individual liberty, Democratic equality implies “one man one vote™
irrespective of the status of all eligible voters in the society. The concept
also represents openness of political contest and political participation to
all eligible citizens. The ultimate sovereign political power rests with the
people as expressed through their votes. The respect for the dignity and
worth of citizens in relation to freedom of expression, freedom to live
existence, religion and association amongst others are major requirement
for representative democracy to endure. Credible democratic values is
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LTI AL f law which is principally characterized by
— aw : .
~emect for fundamental right of individuals. h di

N Though Heater's concept of democracy exposes the cardinal
stent of functional liberal democratic values, h's, .?;.—,p‘.anat} s
~ulted for its lack of emphasis on the cemra'ul role of political partiesin the '|
emocratic process. However, this deficiency was remedied in the |
. provided by Francis (1999) that functional df:mgc_'.'acy traitg
\tail meaningful and extensive competitions amongst IH'EIIVlIdUEIE_&nd
‘ganized group through credible competitive pﬁl}t}cal institutions either
eotly or indirectly for the major political pﬁﬁlllrﬂns of E?VEmmﬁptal
swer. Held (1993) provided what may be summation of varied opinions
iy of liberal democracy and its major elements. These
clude a cluster of rules and institutions permitting broader participation
the majority of the citizens in the selection of the representatives who
akes political decisions. This cluster include popularly elected
government, periodic, free and fair clection, an all inclusive adult
uffrage which is safe guided by just law and freedom of expression on
" public matters broadly defined, amongst others.

°  We can distill from the above conceptual democratic framework
B nmmy denotes a set of ideas, ideals, institutions and process of
el that allows for broad mass of the people to choose their
' leaders and the process that guarantees them a broad range of civic rights,
“As noted by Raji (1999), the above conception of democracy could be
criticized as being narrow in focus having focused only on formal
political rights and processes to the exclusion of economic concern. In
~ functional democracy, noted the author, the tempo and temper of political

democratic space is largely dictated by the level of economic buoyancy
and the just or unjust distributive formats of economic gains in a country.
fur instance, in a weak economy, poverty often prevent the mass of the
- people from exercising their political freedom adequately and freely
- sincethe concentration of economic wealth is in the possession of few
_ L Pomtica HS“F ?{hﬂfiﬁ many instances use such enormous resources 10
fluenc 'ﬂrﬂhﬂf#ﬂl thought and decisions of the poor. Such denial of
§e chun of the segment of the society of their political and economic
. and the inherent optimal enjoyment from such wealth often lead
1o | 260
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to state of i ity i

o ':ﬁ:g“m}’ in such country. The recognition of the above

S ﬂfdej:n mmﬂ;{}; tiifl?ﬂngst others, has led to calls to broaden the
0 Incorporate soci . i

o aat p al and economic advancement of

Challenges of Sustainable Democracy in Africa

;h:;';zrﬁasmg level of democratization pr{?cess and democratic regimes
a over the past four decades preceding the creation of NEPAD in
FZEI{ZI_I _h“ provided a credible platform of assessing the
‘msmutlmnalizatiun and general performance of democratic governance
in A.ﬁ'u:a: However, as notice by Ogwu (2002), the functioning of
. democratic regimes in Africa within this period and beyond has been
ﬂha:racterized more by democratic deficits than dividends. Thus in many
African countries, the practice of democracy has been exh ibiting signals
'Hl_lat are very detrimental to the process of good governance and socio-
¢ economic gains that are expected from African leaders. One ol such
/ _problems of democratic governance in Africa has been the problem ol
elite conflicts. In fact, in no country did it pose impediments 10
development than in Nigeria's fifth republic, under former President
Olusegun Obasanjo and President Goodluck Jonathan as the legislature
and the executive arms of governments at the federal level were in

perpetual antagonism with each other.
This discord was eventually replicated at the lower level of

the states and local governments, especially between some Governors
and their Deputies and between local government Chairmen and their
Councilors. The main conflict issue among these groups relate to
parochial interests such as disputes over succession plan, political
appointments, contract awards scandal, power sharing and dispute over
governmental financial allocations to the legislatures and councilors and
sidelining of Deputy Govemnors by Governors (Kolawole,2012). The
elite conflict obstructs the smooth process of governance as the attention
' of office holders is often diverted from the needs of generality of the
~ public to suffer. For example, budgets passage was unnecessarily
 delayed in Nigeria in 2012 due to wrangling between the legislature and
the President, and this brought about delay in the proper implementation
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e rammes in the country. In South Africa, constant
:nﬂf?iz“b“;tc:i;gnrﬁﬁe former President, Thabo Mhtki. and his former
Deputy, Jacob Zuma (the current I’rn:r;ldun_i} led to the llmpt:m:hmm“ of
the latter. In Zimbabwe, there was a conflict of succession between the
President, Robert Mugabe and the main opposition leader, Mor an
Tsvangirai who eventually became the Prime Mmlste_r {Egufu, 2008).
Other major problems of democracy in Africa have been
the virtual lack of accountability among the elected political offjc,
holders (Ogwu, 2002).Political accountability is part of democratje
practices all over the world largely because, elected officers hold their
power in trust for the people. However, poor service delivery sty
bedevils African politics as many elected officers hardly visit their
constituencies to give account of their stewardship or collate their
people's needs.

The civil society groups and governmental institutions like
the Judiciary, Code of* Conduct Bureau, and Public Complaing
Commussions and so on, are supposed to serve as checks and bal
the excesses of govemnment officials but the above mentioned in
have been rendered virtually incapable of checking governmen
in many parts of Africa. Apart from the coercive effects of elit
conflicts on these institutions, many of these institutions are often drawy
into political conflict in support of either of the two arms (legislature or
the executive), especially in support of the executive due to the nature of
appointment of the operators of these institutions, which often have
direct input from the Presidency. Some of these accounting institutions
eventually become an oppressive instrument a

. gainst opposition. An
nstance of this tendency has been exhibited in Kenyan politics with the

dnces op
stitutiong
LeXCesses
€ politica)

-I:; T E‘l‘““lf_ aligned to the problem of proper acc ountability is
" t decrease in the activities of pro-democracy and pro-human
g i - ¥ . TAMIZatio ﬂue to lng-istic} ﬁn

: ancial problems and repressive
governments. For exampl B

bt ¢, about 1,080 people consisting
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largely of pro-democracy groups who demonstrated against the rigging
ofthe Ff—‘hﬂm"}’ 2008 general elections in Kenya were shot (Bolaji, 2008).
Many African politicians are also corrupt having been found guilty of
diverting public funds into private use. This tendency has retarded the
progress of Africa. In Nigeria's fourth republic, for example, virtually all
- the then prinipal officers under the Okadigbo led Senate were indicted
' by Idris Kuta's panel of investigation of misappropriation and diversion
of close to 2billion Naira (Elijah, 2006).
. It is also assumed that the immediate pre and post colonial
. history of many African countries was the root cause of the enthronement
of 'god fatherism' and Africa's political systemic disorder (Nnamani,
2003). Though the commencement of the journey of nationhood are
basically the same with what obtains elsewhere in the world, making
heroes out of the process of liberation struggle, military coups and
personalities involved, brought about the imposition of many liberation
fighters and military leaders on the African people. The privilcge position
of many political mentors was also aided by their corrupt access (o stafe
resources. From this abnormal ascendancy to power and enormous
wealth eventually emerged the culture of “god fatherism™ and cult-
political personalities in African politics. These groups of African
lcaders, having successfully hijacked political power from the people
ultimately assumed the role of major distributors of political patronage as
benevolent masters through the politics of exclusion, favouratism,
;ﬁcﬁw as against the democratic culture of popular participation.
~ Since the basic concern of most 'godfathers' is personal material gains at
_ the expense of majority needs, they often sustain themselves in power
aph extra legal forces such as “thuggery”, bribery and outright
ilation of the law. |
. " The engagement of African youths in acts of “thuggery”
and other delinquent tendencies such as bodyguerds to many “god
fathers” (which thrive on the periodic dole out of financial and matenial
by the god fathers) destroy the youths. Thus, the operational
mamic of these negative forces has built into the political culture of
\ fri ﬁich tead of making virile African youths agents of national
owth a ‘development, has built into such youths the culture of
slence that is characterized by riotous form of livelihood in many facets
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~ of public life. It is also difTicult to make good future leaders out of many
Alfrican youths who have imbibed the culture of wild life, political
- jmpertection. bribery and political manipulation (Obasanjo, 2003). With

al mentors (political god fatherism) politics has

¥ ﬂwhmphusisnnpulllic
~ been largely commercialized and privatized in most parts of Africa with
litlle emphasis on service and people's welfare. The power fixers haye

thus “hijacked” the political power and processes, which traditional|
belong to the electorate, thus ditninishing the content of popular pulilic,:;
participation and democratic gains in Africa.

. _ The a;hitmry culture of the military and quasi-milita
regimes in many African countries has also brought about the tradition rg}fr'
w accqssinn to state leadership, and cult-personality in Africa

itics with little professional competency and proficiency to g{n.'tmn
well in nrdm to meet the economic and socio-political needs of the peopl
(Mazrui, 2004). Though African countrics still retain thei o :
, ; SL eir political
uﬂq:cndcngq from foreign domination, the cumulative effect of ma
years of military rulc in Africa have brought about | v

\frica . ut loss of self-
ent and self-determination in Africa for a very long penod. Thi
trend has promoted the culture of violence and autocratic tcndcnc.ic n

erance. Unemployment is another major challenge to d i

dividends in Afri ' iti T
ends in Africa as many of the jobless citizens are eventually used

arsonists and hired assassins to eliminate political it -

et : : . opposition or destro

r properties. The implementation of the IMF induced SAP al 4
democratic governance in Africa has continued t ‘ i
et : _ | o constitute a “time

or the fragile democracy in the continent, be
have brought about hardship within the democ ikl
B Ll poopies welfre TE 1:;:]Irnam:m':n:: space 1n Africa,
manifested itself in many conflicts s t I .‘:,!n..ﬁrit:‘Elt BE A% dommociaty
result of introduction of the policy 152 iy whe:re PALHBI
Al which IR0 ) - e exar_nplc, the introduction of SAP
e largely cut public jobs, generated inte ip f
ge B g ting | nse hardship for
neral popu inating in the eventual coll
(Aluko, 2003). It has also been difficul collapse of the state
B e hee: icult for many African politicians to
fl;#ud : basis of IMF. Policies and wi |
- and fair atmosphere because “it is not and win elections under a
ople poorer through SAP and ex possible to intend to make the
2003). It is not totally St tI:llf"'“:t :;1:!11 to vote for you” (Ann,
rigged their ways into offices. en that many African politicians
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. Plump political portfolios are often reserved for party
loyalists for working for the success of the party, irrespective of the level

nany
tical of capacity and capability of such lovalists del democratic
Nith dlv;dmdﬂ NG ele L Oya 15ls I[?f ‘ E.‘ Iver democratic
o . | u;tcd officers are also semi-illiterate and grossly
vith | Ilm‘:mnpctem to dr:hw:r‘v.al;lcl democratic dividends especially at the
s | ﬂtﬂ{ﬂf county Iir:'-.'c!s. Their inability to have minimum grasp of the
ally w&;k_mg of Hd{nlmstratlwe .End political processes negatively affect the
cal ﬂfl}‘lSl{}n- making quality in governance. It thus discourages rational.
ﬂh}fﬂﬂl’-’m logical and evaluative judgments, in favour of emotional.
iry | parochial and partisan considerations. Another setback to responsive and
of | functional democracy in Africa is the nature of the electoral process,
an especially as it concerns the conduct of elections (Ogwu, 2002).
m Elections are very central to the effective running of the democratic
le system, because they provide the mechanism for peaceful and periodic
al changes in leadership at all levels of government. In Africa, the conduct
Y of elections is always very problematic. While democratic foundation
f- clections that usher in new democratic regimes are often allowed to stand
S in many countries (despite high level of irregularity) just to wrestle the
I power especially from the military, subsequent elections thatarc meant 1o
L provide the framework for hitch-free succession from one civilian
5 government to another are often riddled with more manipulations,
r outright rigging, especially on the part of the incumbents who are bent on
.' retaining power at all cost. A good example is provided by the
' ][ Zimbabwean general elections in 2008, in which there were widespread
intimidation of opponents, and outright rigging by the administration of
Robert Mugabe ( Yusuf, 2008).
The FEuropean Union Election Observer Mission

% (EUEOM), who monitored the 2003 and 2007 general elections in
Nigeria observed in its interim report that the elections was fraught with
irregularities and fraud, as there were cases of multiple voting, illegal
<+ stuffing of ballot papers into the ballot boxes and falsification of results

(Yusuf, 2008). Democracy in Africa equally lacks sufficient vital pillars
such as a sufficiently informed middle class, strong working class, a
virile pressure group, an alert civil society and enough local independent
media in many cases (Gambari, 2004). Government is undermining
effective operation of these groups. Many African electorates and
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B s sotod to be sycophants, too dun}an{!ing and

it with government becausc of thclir appetite for exag
lations (Aremu, 2008). Another major set butlk l0 reg
fatic dividends in Africa borders on the ei'q:penhm.l Nature Of the
tic process (Ogwu, 2002). Thus the cost of Fﬂlca:.l@n hﬂmmcb

burdensome for underdeveloped economies like thoge o
n countrics. The cost of the electoral Cﬂl‘lh?!il‘, In termg D;
rastructures (building of party offices as wilnessed_mlngeria f-'urin;‘;
ibangida's regime). the budget of the elecloral comimissions, Ihecﬂ!ﬂuj‘
acurity (about N7 billion was spent in the 2007 election in Nigerig) the
- ;__,_ itization budget of the orientation agencies and campaign fund by the

I“Eh]}-
ECTatg
50 Nab),

i &

Pparties and the candidates are all examples of how enormous the total g
funding democracies in Africa is. In Nigeria for exampl

f
-

e, the [aileg
i - programme of Babangida's regime gulped aboyt NS
- billion (Antonio, 2006).

. Added to the democratic burden is the observation that at the eng
" ofmany election processes in Africa, the election results un
- majority votes that is adopted by many African countries often end up
- enthroning a minority rule, even where election js transparently
- conducted in a multiparty democracy (Gadaffi, 2006). For example,
- when votes are distributed among several candid

- more than the other candidates and he
« having the majority vote. However,
- oppositions who received less are added

der the single

ates, one of them polls
is declared the winner based on
if the collective vote of the
up, such votes could constityte
opposition is in the majority in
“this case, they are neither allowed to form the government nor are th

- proportionally represented in government. These
- normally cause trouble for the party

groups of opposition
in power, especially in Africa where
with enmity. Little wonder then that

+All the above democratic challenges, <
» have brought about dwindle democratic dividends to

-y !’ldﬁ“ﬂﬂ Gﬂ.‘v&.rna ncein Africa
SRS ANErship  for Africa's Development Programme
e esatushed an July 2001 in Lusaka -Zambia (Gambari,
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2004). The NEPAD development framework is divided into long,
medium, and short-term objectives. The long-term objectives of the

programme 18 to cradicate poverty in Africa and to place African |
countries both individually and collectively on the path of sustainable
growth and development and thus halt the marginalization of the
continent in the globalization process (NEPAD, 2001). Within this
objective framework, the NEPAD assumed that the poverty and
backwardness of Africa stand in stark contrast to the prosperity of the
developed world. The continued marginalization of Africa from the
globalization process and the social exclusion of the vast majority of the
African peoples from the benefits of the process constitute a serious
threat to global stability, hence the need to redress this to promote
sustainable development in Africa (NEPAD, 2001).

The concept of democracy and good governance initiative
as enunciated in the NEPAD (2001), revolves around a democratic
culture in which the people exercise the governing power either directly
or indirectly and in which those who rule do so according to the consent
and wishes of the people (NEPAD,2001). The NEPAD's idea of
democracy and good governance equally calls for the enthronement of
democratized development process in which the people become the
means, agents and end-user of development process through the
democratization of the decisions making process. It is one process which
guarantees the right of people to dignified existence, fundamental human
rights and control over their resources (NEPAD, 2001). Good
governance as adopted by the NEPAD is therefore the exercise of power
by various levels of government that is effective, honest, equitable and
transparent (Apam, 2006). The summary of the democratic process
within the NEPAD framework revolves around popular participation to
promote inclusivity not exclusivity and the involvement of the vast

~ majority of Africans in the development programme right from inception
% andplanning to implementation. '

i With proper involvement of vast majority in the
development process, NEPAD believed that people would be ready to
own and defend the development process (NEPAD, 2001).In order to
achieve its aim of bringing about sustainable democracy in Africa,
NEPAD has adopted the idea of political reforms across African
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countries and zero tolerance to non- democratic gﬂvﬁmaﬁ

equally advocated for a governance peer pey,
programme has eq ountries to embrace the ideal of g00d

; frican c
:-:}Tct:'?:;:g tfatpt;ﬂtf:aeslu;nn intern a.linnally acceptable stanf:lard Code,
Appraising the achievements of NEPAD in the are, of
democracy and good governance, the research shows tl'fat African Heag,
of state have successfully created a number of political structyres to
manage and oversce the implementation of the NEPAD Programme
(Gambari, 2004). These political structures include the Heads of Sty
and Government Implementation Committee, which provides policy
guidance on the overall implementation of the NEPAD. There is also the
NEPAD Steering Committee whose primary function is to determipe
terms of reference and the supervision of the identified NEPAD projects,
The NEPAD Secretarat coordinates the activities of the programme in
each of the priority areas. In the political domain also, the African Peer
Review Mechanism (APRM) has been established and twenty-nine
African Countries have acceded to the mechanism as at May 2010, The
Panel of Eminent Persons (known as the African Peer Review Panel) has
been established and has commenced work. Three countries Ghana,
Rwanda and Uganda have been successfully reviewed while their final
result has been published. Many other African countries are also under
one stag ﬁshelnther of the review process.
- :L'r,i,-" imary focus of the APRM is to foster the adoption of
dards and practices that lead to political stability, economic
ocial cohesion in Africa. The commencement of the

- NEPAD programmes  through the above

15 a rare achievement in Africa especially

ackground that past “home grown”
Tica did no xﬂ'tnass reasonable level of
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level of democratic transitions in Africa since 2002 (HSGIC Report.
2010). Thus, thcrrﬂ: had been general elections in countries like,
Ifmh_ﬂbwf?m Malawi, TF'E‘J- Liberia, Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Benin,
: Burkina Faso, 1o mention a few. Presently, most African countries are
under democratic governance.
In line with the NEPAD's strategy of enthroning
democracy and state legitimacy (NEPAD, 2001), African leaders adopted
a policy of zero tolerance to coups. For instance, it reversed the coup in
Guinea-Bissau and Sao Tome and Principe in 2004 by threatening
cconomic sanctions and political isolation in those countries. Even |
though Faure Gnassingbe (Togolese President) was initially installed as
president by his country's military in February 2005, his government was
qot recognized until he contested and won an election within the context
of democratic norms. Zimbabwe was suspended from AU in 2008 for
conducting flaw election. The AU also suspended Guinea- Conakry and
Niger from the Union for installing a military government in 2008 and
2009 respectively (HSGIC Report, 2009).

The post NEPAD electoral and democratic process have
improved tremendously in many countries of Africa, in terms of 11s
glamour, content and quality (Synge, 2006). The greatest stimulant and
lubricant to this achievement was the introduction of the Information
Communication and Technology Services (ICTS) facilities in the
conduct of elections in Africa. Three key items of technology have
helped the electoral system. These are the availability of cheap mobile
| phones, powerful independent Frequency Modulated (FM) Stations and
| the Internets. ~ With wider network coverage, mobile phones have
2 improved the accuracy and timely reporting of elections procedures and

outcomes. Voters, election observers and journalists alike are equally
able to report electoral events almost immediately from polling centres

through the use of their mobile phones. Many voters and political

commentators used their phones to comment on and report election

X . R
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conducts including irregutariti-:fs on local Indépéndent FM Statinnsm
also to the Electoral Commission. Campaigns are also “ﬂﬂd}]ﬂiﬂﬂ through,
texts messages. There are now on-line'publications detailing Pﬂliﬁm'?
manifestoes and campaign promises while many political parties, e
electoral commissions and independent observers have equally kel .up
their own websites for proper and prompt coordination of politicq

programmes.

Through the introduction of information technology into
the electoral process in Africa, political conversation is no longe;
monopolized mainly by the ruling parties as practiced before the
introduction of NEPAD. For instance, the success of two key elections: i
Ghana and Kenya-where opposition parties defeated the incumbent
ruling parties between 2001 and 2004, were attributed to land mark
contribution of technology to the democratic process. In each case, many
voters were able to monitor the conduct of elections through their mobile
phones and made necessary political mancuvering almost immediately.
The introduction of the Automated Finger Identification (computer)
System (AFIS), which captures the exact finger print of a voter, has
reduced the incidence of multiple registrations in Africa. The
incorporation of the Direct Data Capture Machine (DDC) into the
electoral system equally captures the bio-data of African electorates into
the computer network, and thus information on electorates in one

particular location can be accessed from other parts of the African
countries.

Though the introduction of ICTS facilities has not stopped

electin:‘ﬁing, it has nonetheless made it difficult for rigging to take
place. MoBile technology has also created improved accuracy in election
analysis, monitoring and election observers report (local and foreign).
However, the improvement of the electoral process through the ICTS
famlll‘.'ufs is far from being universal in Africa. For example, the
prevailing political climate in countries like Ethiopia and Zimbabwe,
with a history of political oppression, has decreased the electoral process
through the use of techrology. In Ethiopia in particular, the government

— |
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has failed to liberalize cither the Internet or the mobile telephone

- dustry- In fact, both facilities are sometimes shut down in times of
Pl"litical unrest.

Inspite of the r‘:!ati\"ﬂlﬂchievcmentﬂ of NEPAD in the arca
of political governance, what is noticeable from our findings is that the
concept of dFmﬂcmcy and  good governance is. perceived and
mplemented differently by the three principai partners (A frican leaders.
Africans and _FDII‘EIE“ dﬂ"““f’l’mﬂ“t partners) in the NEPAD project. To
the vast majority rnf Africans, especially the African electorate,
democracy 1S a Pﬂ!“'ﬂal process which ultimately leads to the provision
of good things of life for the improvement of socio-economic well-being
and material transformation of Africans. It then means more job
creation, improvement in the provision of physical and social amenities;
functional schools, free health care services, good roads, provision of
electricity et cetera. In summary, to the African people, democracy is not
just about elections, it is also a way of realizing the full potentials of the
people to achieving personal and group development aspiratinns._. Tn_ thg
African electorates, democracy ultimately looses its credibility 1f 1t
cannot satisfy the needs of the citizens.

To the African development partners, especially the G8 members,
democracy is expressed more in a liberal sense as an industrial
democratic concept which means, more democratization of markets than
politics. Thus, the Western concept of industrial democ racy ce ntres more
on trade liberalization and democratization of the price regimes 10
promote appropriate pricing of goods and services. It also cnt‘mls thr.-f
removal of product subsidy to find its correct value (through the mmﬂ;’:
demand and supply). Industrial democracy also embraces the
democratization of ownership of industries ﬁum‘sule D‘:«’u’l‘tl?l"%h'r[! {'-’l'jf-'
Government) to expand the ownership base to diverse m'fim'jugfh:;
order to improve the decision making process of “':Ea“‘za“.“ﬂf.'mﬂnnal
concepts of the Western values of liberal democracy include ins !hl B
reforms in the socio-economic and political sectors, mspﬂm:: meenttﬂ
sccountable - governance, rational and sound cconoimic MansgeBET
curtail corruption in the mismanagement of P“bl"-‘: "nsd'. St atliunie
above major hallmarks of the neo-liberal democratic conditionality

contained in the NEPAD document that has been imposed on Africa for
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implementation by its Western development partners and the pw

global development agencies like the World Bank and the IMF, wiy, its

disastrous consequences of poverty aggravation on many Africans.
As noted by Ben (2003), at first, the Western and the IMF G

Governance conceptual agenda appeared to be Fﬂ“FiFaH}" correct ang ,
progressive addition to bringing about proper utilization of Africap
development fund. This is in realization that genuine developmep
cannot take place in the absence of accountable and prudent Ica{lemhip .
human rights, due process and ‘cﬂrpnratc tmnnmié '
owever, the effect of Western policy of democracy a54
good governance as epunciated on the Afri{:fm dﬁ‘u’jﬂlﬂpmﬂm policies has
generated more of negative reactions from its critics who observed tha
such a condition embodies an uneasy and anti-development compromise
between economic growth and material well-being of Africans. The
summary of this position is that the Western concept of democracy and
- good governance has imposed unprogressive restrictions on the African
states as the primary legitimate instrument of development which is
towards welfarism and whose manifestoes and constitutional
emphasize free education, free health services and employment
- ; for citizens. The role of the state as the highest distributor of
sonomic patronage for the well-being of Africans has been
1l ivate sector in the NEPAD programme through
ymmercialization and job rationalization programmes,
include price hike, retrenchment, removal of
- and other untold hardship on Africans. Therefore,
derived maximum benefits from the West-centric view
I-l‘. SEIrMance usappliodtﬂmal‘kﬂt ]iberﬂ.llﬂﬁﬂﬂ*
ny African leaders and the aspiring politicians,
.._-.-u'f-._‘.-- .= | R ofjn.tl'ﬂﬂlge mﬂlﬂ tha]] pﬂhtiﬂs ﬂf
by Dokubo (2004), the whole arrangement 15
. sl el s fm-pam'mnniﬂliﬂniﬂﬂ n which :
4: v as a mechanism ﬁl‘thﬂmmujﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂaﬂd
i ..,EI_I_ - :-. eSOUTCes m malﬂ] b}; a fﬁw
: '.1'.".___:.._ trol h:.- nprilhcﬂl powcr Sllﬁh
- f‘]!ﬁq‘ﬂ '».-_:_..-; 17e(C ljy pﬂmmmﬁﬁﬁ ﬂf
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ing on the established of political clientielism
i cal patrons and their

. d primarily, towa
g - : rds
a]"‘[’-ﬂ-nglng Serv ICES Elﬂd I‘EEULH'CES in l‘El‘ul‘n fﬂr pcﬂple15 vole aid ]}ﬂ]itlﬂal

atronage. Thﬂ :HECtﬂfFTFhEndalist politics has given ri :

d }-;fur:ur:linn In guvcrlnan-::e ;_n many African cnuntﬁcs tll:i? fhﬁiﬁ;tﬁ;n:i
ey o6 “il're 2 .IE_"EEI:"' unproductive but powerful dominant
class. The cullurf:l of political patronage has also encouraged the
recruitment of semi-illiterates, '5}"':-'“]3']13-“!5. mediocre and party loyalists
with little kﬂﬂWlE{iEE of the _dlﬂﬂlsmn-making process into high political
offices. This pracucf: (of political clientielism) has reduced the quality of
governance 1n Africa and promoted more democratic 'deficit’ than
dividends.

Prebendalist democracy or politics of patrimonialism
directly undermines the pattern of democratic consolidation that is
premised on credible democratic dividends, constitutionalism, probity
and accountability as envisaged by the NEPAD.As a result of Prebendal
politics and other challenges of democracy, elite conflicts which
basically centres on parochial interest 1s still a major hallmark of the post
NEPAD democratic reforms in Africa as different groups still struggle to
control the instrument of governance leading to leadership succession
crises in some countries. In Nigeria for example, the long absence of late
president Sheu Musa Var'Adua from office in 2009 a!m?st created a
power vacuum at the p]‘ﬂﬁldﬂ‘ﬂﬂ}" as different groups Wltll'llﬂ and uutlnf
government were bent on frustrating the attempt to swear- in the then vice
president (now the President) Goodluck Jonathan as acting Ffﬁﬂtfiﬁ;‘;i
thus overheating the politics to frightening Iewfe!. Lack o I:iuti:: iiﬂl'lﬂ
accountability still persists in many African countries as many po e
still do not deliver credible democratic gains L0 the cnnsl‘_m;‘l::tas that
elected them. The A frica Democratic Watch (2009 Report),indi
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“ less than one third of elected officers ill'l Tanzania i.ﬂitiulcd county
| in2009 while about 1,126 mega constitUCTICy Projects were abangy,, . in
" Uganda, Some factors have been H-'i'-l’“"-"i”“‘_'[1 . I.jm"g TeSponsib|g for
¢ abandonment of electoral :.:unsynmnu:es: b'r'l'“ﬂny A

- politicians. The first factor has to do with the greediness of My,
politicians :w-hﬁjmwgs primanly_r to protect their personal ﬁ“ﬂﬂmafi

. interes*from their generous constituency allewancc_s and the Breedingg,
"« of many: political power fixers who controls political leverage, and
patronages Wwhich they use to their advan!qgcs rather than use jt tor the
benefits of their constituencies. Much I{}i the resources that shoyq &
used for the development of constituencies are qftcn dw?ned Lo settle the

power fixers who sponsored pulitiln:ians mtru office. Dwindip
democratic dividend to the people is also linked to CXaggerateg
expectations by the follower-ship who often confronts political offj,
holders with all form of financial demand before they perform thejr Civie
electoral duties, such as demanding money before they vote for
candidates. There 1s also the practice of paying people to attend politica)
meetings and rallies and other forms of gratifications to perform party

assignments.

This democratic culture of demanding electors]
gratification 1s unlike the practice in the Western world where
followership is secured on account of charisma of the political leaders
and their record of achievements. As a result of incessant demand by the
power fixers and other electorates before they sponsor or vote for
candidates, many political office holders in Africa does not hold any
obligation to serve the people with utmost dedication because they see
themselves as having settled the electorates before they got to the office.

In spite of the post NEPAD electoral reform also, political power fixers
‘still dictate the political space in many African countries. For example,
~ "Political god fathers” still largely influence party primaries in many
- Arican countries as candidates often emerge under arrangements other
P than party constitutional guidelines while some aspirants often emerge as
Aandidate S wnlﬁn‘ they have taken oath of allegiance to the power
81N odd places including ancestral shrines. The attitudinal bankrupts
liticians, the power fixers and the followers need to be reformed

1ble democrat gﬂinsml?er:c{}rdgdinﬂfrica.
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In spitc of the central role of the police to provide adequate

| ecurity during elections, the political environment in Africa are still
rargely unsecured, as the police and other Security agefcics L!L‘Ph]l"r ed
or election duties have been documented especially by the opposition
' rties to have served as “"E_HFTUW head 1:rl"imirm«:im;nr:_l:u..r the pun.n::f in
wer to suppress thc opposition. With the regular use of political thugs
g5 a result nt_‘ the incompetency of the security forces, political power in
Africa is being _PUTE“ﬂd with high intensity of war through the use of
guns, ilﬂirﬂidﬂflﬂﬂ» mﬂﬂlpﬂhﬁun and threats. With frequent state of
insecurity durnng elections, many African election refugees often
relocate to where they consider most safe until elections are over. As a
| result of state of insecurity also, private armies and thugs are now
recruited to guide many politicians instead of the regular police force.
There is the need for the reorientation and the re-composition of the
police smice agencies a-:{qss African countries to include the
represcntatives of all the political parties who could also appoint the
lnEPCE[ﬂf-GmEfal of Police instead of such appointment coming from
the executive. The cost of conducting credible election in Africa is still
very high noting this from the amount that is often earmarked for party
campaign programme (%1 billion for the president in Nigeria in 2011
election) to the cost of campaign for election in Africa. Many aspiring
African politicians are unable to afford such huge campaign fund. As a
result of inability of many party candidates to raise fund for campaign,
elective office has almost become a mere commaodity to be purchase by
those who literally invest their money as an avenue to recoup and make

profits out of politics.
Politics has thus become business and Primary source of

diverting public funds from the need of the people to private use. The will
of the people therefore cannot find adequate expression and flourish in
the face of high cost of elections in Africa. With so much resources being
deployed to capture elective offices, it is not difficult to sce the
correlation between politics and the potential for high level corruption as
many victorious aspirants often steal much of public fund in preparation
for the next election. The greatest losers are the electorates whose vote
nvestment in the electoral system is hijacked by money politics which is
the current determining factors for outcome of many elections in Africa.
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POLITICAL SC still largely rigged in Africa, the Pnsm

A . are il
Though elections are ome credibility to the conduct ofelectigy, ;

iti form has restored s 1 .
p-ulmc::! re ot Credible elections were recently conducted by the
the con mgns-in countries like Ghana, South Africa, Cote d [Voires and
COMMISS!

‘ a| elections as the conduct of these elect;
Nigeria n the 2011 EETZ{ZTLIZIE}' many international observers iy, 1:1222
mﬂfﬂ'ﬂgd asz'-{fjfll':;' EUEM Report). Even thnugh_ lhg Process or
countries ( eei_ electoral dispute continue to exhibit high [ey of
a4 u;n;;r ica, the judiciary has demonstrated more determinatig,,
and high level of judicial will and competency to promote democry;,
transition in A frica due to the internal n:f'f?'m",':l justioe deltvery systen, in
‘manv African countries. In Nigeria which 1s the lar_gest dElI'lﬂ-f:I'ac}r in
Al ther were many ladimar s on clection mates g
e o o gave judgment in favour of the nppﬂSIlll?ﬂ pamf;s _t_h;u were
ultimately d of election victories in the 2007 general elections. This Judgmen
hu"“"h" - ened the confidence of the people on the judicia]

ﬁmu :u eng e platform for the resolution of election matters in

e Aremu and Dulal (2008), using an institutional mode] of
analysis have identified prebendalist politics as being largely responsib|e
for institutional weakness and steady development decline ip many
African countries, Institutional framework relates to the constitutional
rules and regulations which guides government's socio-political and
cconomic policies for good governance and better service delivery,
Credible and strategic institutional legal settings thus channel the
potentials and the endowments of the people on legally recognized
productive ventures, fraud curtailment and self restraints. However,
since many African leaders are in POwer 1o protect selfish and parochial
interest above collective aspirations, they often formulate weak laws or
subvert strong rules and policies in order to facilitate their easy access to
the plundering of national resources under their management. In Nigeria
for example, the legal framework for the privatization and
~ commercialization programme were said to have been weakly designed
- -ﬁiiké 1t easier fﬂr_lﬁadcm to buy some of the privatized enterprises

elec t{].rai

(Debc 2003}.1:: *Plte of the establishment of the Liberia Financial
& sommission (LFCC) in Liberia in 2007, many present and past
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639 " apses in the crime law (Deboh: 2005 Me were
- cmployment scrvice commiss; ]'_ N Spite o

recruitment institution,

Ciine. 2005) Despite 1ts lush
WE w1l

“ndantrail fall, three annual growing seasons), B

L 5 l.ll'l.lfldi

. of its weak sccurity institutio
nal
. law and order (Aremu and Dylal zmg:lmcwurk to cffcctively

Apart from formal institut; :
Hocratic institutional set back t;“iuﬁ:f:;l constraints, other informal
it t could also be identifi a's post NEPAD politi
cvelopmert dentified (Aremu, 2008 political
q#,m.: on nformal democratic norms I‘Ew_:-luin~ a ). These constraints
:r:mﬁ”}' :,c.;;;lp_tabit: political code of cﬂnduct*%c.;i'i':liitﬂhc antithesisofa
40rmS of political behaviour. Africa's political space, in s ns, customs and
: - ' i ,inspite of NEPAD's
~olitical reform, 15 still characterized more by uncivilized and indec 5
.mocratic conducts such as political blackmail, character and lnh _f:nl;
masf-iﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ of political opponents. Nigeria is a good EKamplz gffs:;:ils
ynfortunate development where many politicians including the former
A[mnlﬁ}'ﬂﬁﬂlﬂ:rﬂl and the then chicf law officer of the country, Bola Ige
were killed. Between 2001 when NEPAD was established and 2007
there were official conservative figure of about 28,000 death tolls arisin g
from high profile political assassination and disputed elections in Africa
(Maya, 2008).This unfortunate trend 1s an indication that NEPAD's
litical reform has not sufficiently curtailed democratic challenges in
Africa. Political assassination and thuggery have made political contest
very risky in Africa. The trend has thus enthroned political apathy and
f many capable Africans from political contest. The
analytical import of the appraisal of HEEAD'S democracy and good
governance initiative is that the vast majonty of Africans have not

tely from the current democratic process in Africa,
g 1}’ uation or those who are highly

except those who are within the power €q

sconnected” to the corridor of power (1. mua-.;: {tihat are close to those 10
s . e

political power). Africans' group or persona : oy Of

have also not been well taken care of under the ncn—Ilbﬂ:[: :flnn'ﬂifﬂh,,

the African development partners becats of its dracon ;

hasimpoverished, especially the poorest households in Alricd:
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PO ™ ve ave largel ;

. acy under the oligachical pre :
sufficient dividends ?iiqf::;}ﬁ';'ﬂum-: S fheat rale pprin?ai?ﬂ,agﬂ
modcl- a gﬂj.crnn;:l:nlhcrc‘ are still few patriotic African leaders that ;:r
their selfish interest, h to have achieved limited measure of .:Tﬂdibic
n?a_gnammm;id:l':_jﬂ%acy under the aristocratic prebendalis mode] :
dividends 'i: that is largely dominated and controlled by few POWerfy]
Eﬂ??mgfgamim[ elites but for the common goods of vast majority of the
:nf:l:::.n people (Vilfredo,2007). This trend thus largely accounts for the
construction and maintenance of public road in some states in Nigeria‘
stable power supply in Benin Republic, Ghana and South Affrica, credibe
mega water engineﬂr_ing_ F"}.!EEF In Kenya and IMproyegq
telecommunication facilities in Ethiopia, amongst others. Ti}ls credible
democratic trend 1s far from been universal in Africa. There 18 therefor,
the need for sustained reformation of the African states in favoyy of the
vastmajority of Africans as envisaged in the NEPAD programme.

Analysts like Agwu (2004) argued that NEPAD has dope
great damage to its own cherished value of Western democracy and goog
governance with the manner in which it emerged. An::l it has subverted itg
own value of democracy and good governance having lacked adequate
consultation before its adoption by the African leaders. Two of the
repeated questions being asked in this regard are:-Who elected the
pioneer crop of the NEPAD leadership into office? Upon which
democratic principle were leaders of the NEPAD Steering Committee
selected? It is pertinent to note that none of the leadership of the NEPAD

there is need for the democratization of the decision making process of
the NEPAD to bring about more popular participation of other diverse

groups inthe society (Agwu: 2004). To this end, NEPAD ou ght to be truly
reconnected with far-reaching consultations with Africa's civil societies

and other diverse groups beyond the elitist domain of Africa's leadership.
Through this way, a genuine platform for a ¢ '
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5 J?L*h:ﬂlcngés Dlil : :n_ IS paper (o Study th

'lllﬂllﬁmn s L :PAD has sUstainable dﬂmﬁl:fﬂt}r conf . Tl.i-l[’l.llru and

di how the NEF: as responded to such ch nironting Africa

| - E“-E:n 3
}Elt:diﬂ‘:‘:"” confirmed that there are many ges. The research
1

. : develo ;
fronting AR mc_ludmg dﬂm“"-f“ﬂhc reversal andp{:cmm e
co of democratic iﬂnsﬂhdatmn and dividcnds-‘::lﬂf;?_tfc deficit
" % ' 1 Trca,
finding> equally zttl:;“e o ":SHSPAD has recorded some succeas-:rs].‘};:i
p 4ressing these ges. However, the dominant of West i
cept of democracy which is largely ro s centric
c0

oted inthe dem g
od SETVI ocra
he pﬁEES of goods and services rather tization of

than politics, and Prebe
: . ’ ndal
itics by many African leaders which largely borders on politic of

Jronage rather than pnht_m of services have largely denied vast ma jority
of Africans an overwhelming benefit that ou g'nt to have accrued from the
NEPAD'S democracy and good governance initiative to Africans. It is on
his note that the paper recom mends that Africa should enthrone (through
com stitutional reform) a hl'.}er-ra\ demncrac:fr .th at places more emphasis on
pmfmsinnalizminn of politics, where political scientists are primarily in
charge of governance to ehmma_te political qga_-::ks anld inexperience in

overnance. The knowledge gam:fi.h}f a pqhhcal sma.::misF myd public
Edminiﬁlratﬂrs (if allowed to be utllhlzed Gpl!mally] pnman\y inculcate
ihe culture and spirit of rational df::'l:.lsul}n making quality, proper planning
ability, objectivity and accountability in the task of governance unlike the
political artists who practice politics through actoftrial and errors. |

Furthermore, there should be the enthronement of technocracy ;1[;-.

ic development approach which should centre on ‘t e

a s:ﬁnglalizatiﬂn of the entire government structures and departments.

grl:li :iﬁ?d aid correct application of human resource L0 lmasﬁ :::Tr:::i

are best trained and needed. There gioic. e :?:?:;eﬁ‘iﬂindamcntlal

literacy school to enlighten the citizens fﬂﬂl}lﬂﬂ? ?1 ; he government, 10

human rights and privileges from. and ﬂbh-ga}m‘daliun and culture of

liberate them from political ig!l?mnmi 1I'Illl‘ﬂ1i orant of the fact that

political apathy. Many of the pnlltmal thﬂg’;ar:ﬁfrn the election. Such
they are been used only to De dumpe

. and other
g 4 ! » act l}f thuBE':rF an 4 &
sensitization Prngrammct_ cnuh;ﬂ :’5?;:'” The political mass literacy
- delinquent behaviours from ' >
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programme could be subsumed into the national orientation programy, . |

| African country. 1 |
of each roncment of the constitutign,, |

There is the need for the enth :
(instead of party manifestoes), which shall legally compe |

manifestocs | 10 :
political office holders 10 achieve a minimum performance target Withip
aspecific period (e.8. tarring of a minimum of 1,000 I-:Immn:lclr of road pe
year). This constitutional target cuqld improve the democratic dividep, B

manifestoes have served as program,, :

in Africa. Though the party - seos e :
implementatiﬂn guidgﬁnes for many aspiring pﬂhtlctans n Afn::aT Such

guidelines are often abandoned as soon as politicians assume office sjn,
it is not legally binding on them to implement it thus lcawpg many of thej,
campaign promises unfulfilled .Such constitutional manifestoes makes j, |
an act of compulsion for political office seekers to perform to at least g
minimum expectation of an average African or be constitutionally forgeq

out of office. Independent political anti-corruption agencies should be
established in African countries to prosecute election riggers and other
form of political offenders while an independent government
performance assessment monitoring committee and public complaint
commission should be established to address all forms of sectional or
group political marginalization. The enrolment of the above suggestions
into the democratic process in Africa could improve and consolidate the
dividends of democracy in Africa under the NEPAD programme.
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