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SCIENTISTS: THE HIGH PRIESTS OF A
NEW TECHNOLOGICAL CULTURE

A.G. ALAMU

Introduction

we are is determined less
by our biological genesis
O and more by our spiritual

epigenesis, less by our
creation and more by our re-creation.'

The foregoing depicts the interdependence of science and religion -
despite the on-going debate between them. Thus, this age of technology
has ushered in more expressions. It is interesting to note that religious
expressions are more befitting in scientific parlance. For instance,
scientists have been described as high priests in the religious circle. It is
certain that the more scientists learn, the further they get from any belief

in God. A handful of scientists are deeply impressed by the obvious

evidence pointing to teleological design in the nature around us. While
other scientists wonder beyond design; they begin to think about the
Designer.

To this end, this paper would explore the attributes of high
priests, both religious and scientific. This study will cursorily reconcile

the worth of scientist and religious high priests towards a best possible
world and a conclusion. ,

&

Attributes of High Priests

The office of high priests came after the law was given at Mt,
Sinai through Moses. Thus, the high priests were uniquely chosen and
originally confined to the house of Levi. In the Leviticus, it was clear that
“The priest, who is the highest among his brothers, or whose head
anointing oil has been poured and who has been appointed to wear the

. The high priests

garments, must not untidy his hair or tear his clothes’?
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i ice favoured Aaron, his sons and
irectly chosen by God. This choice ; ;
:iv:;ceegg:rftsy who uncompromisingly helped in thg, erl.cttlcaldwtohr: ifa \t:IlSe
‘ i ho administere :
cle and the rest of the Lev1t.es w ! :
g)t:;;?liding on the activities of the Levites, Babs Mala has this to say:

: iticus is essentially a rule-book...
%i?;lac;z covered ritual and worship and many aspects f:f
life — but all seem in relation to God..'l."he bopk takes ;1 S
name from the fact that it was the Lev.ltlcal priests... W to
administered the Laws. But the book is not for the ma;1 :
alone. God intended all his people to know and keep

3
Law".

i i lect few for a definite
Succinctly therefore, the high priests are select for ¢
purpose; their act?vities are engulfing and based on their ordination. They
must eschew from uncleanliness and deﬁleme_nt. : e
; In this law, the high priests are dlrecited always to pu
ial duti fami . 8:21-22)
1 duties above family ones (Matt: 8. ) ‘ b ;
ks ’IPhe high priests emerge clearly in dealing “{;thhda;:y :1fe,1 gu:;g
; i i is i ification after birth chapter 12,
and impurity, this mclu.des puri Pigh SRERER b S
ious uncleanliness, in the body. .A?s a we‘ g nize
:l?:lhigh priests recognize their position as ne}tural prlests,hpul:
their priesthood is a symbol of the action of right reason w 11(:t
" brings to man righteousness and joy through thoughts of absolute
: th. 2561
R ’t;llie high priests do not only sacrifice but alsp bless, that 1s,d1n
communicating the fruits of an efficacious sac;fé}c:d alre;dsyl; :;; :S.
is in fellowship wit an
They only can bless v6vho is in ' : Ak
) i ilo describes the priestly office
God’s representative’. Philo : pries ot o
inati i i This combination of offic
combination of priest and king. _con e
i i en to be realize
ich meets in the simplest forms of society is se .
:thiucgeneris also when humanity has attamgd its epd? The pnestttllz
office “has the power of rational persuasion which offers to »
soul food of gladness and joy, and so in some sense answers
298
he priestly logos™. 2
'tl‘;ep;igh }édeits uphold the ethical and moral 1:wls. 1(111 (L)}e\gg;:;ts
it i % hey do in the lan )
13, it is stated that “you shall not do as t :
| %vshgrelyou dwelt, and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to

i
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which I am bringing you™. Arising from the foregoing, it is apparent that
many of these laws are directed against the specific practices of Israel’s
neighbours. Not only that, the high priests are holy and righteous because
it is God’s nature to be holy. Cleanliness is next to Godliness. He who is
not holy is not of God’s because God is holy. God’s holiness itself
concerns the underprivileged. Also, the Levis have ecstatic statements
which are only known and decoded by them. The Levites also exhibit
honesty, fair dealing, impartial Justice (11:13-15), and in respect for life
and reputation (16-18). The Levitical codes contain instructions,
guidelines and rules and teachings of God to His people as regards daily
living. The Leviticus also directs the High priests to forbid unnecessary
promiscuity, incest among others. In any case, the high priests guide
humanity to all the absolute truths of creation and existence. The
Leviticus in its understanding and uniqueness simply defies classification.
Indeed, the purpose of these instructions and priestly codes is the quest

for peace, serenity and continual development in nature. This is the basis

for realization of both religion and science. As a matter of fact, the high
priests bring messages and reveal the mind of God in some situations
which ordinarily human beings cannot explain in the scheme of things.

The Scientific High Priests Metaphor

Through the ages, science has become involved in giving more
insights and gainful knowledge to the very nature of the universe. The
endeavours of the scientists are empirical and observable. Albert Einstein
admitted that “you will hardly find one among the profounder sort of
scientific minds without a religious feeling of his own™. He also
buttressed further that religious feelings take the form of a rapturous
amazement at the harmony of natural law, which reveals an intelligence
of such superiority that, compared with it, all the systematic thinking and
acting of human beings is an utterly insignificant reflection.’® Yet this

does not necessarily lead scientists to believe in a creator, a personal God.
But Barton opined that

there is no incompatibility between science and religion.

Both are seeking the same truth. Science shows that God
. 11
exists .

§
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Bringing this expression to the fore, it actually speaks of the interplay of
science and religion, for “science deals with the measurable, religion
deals with the immeasurable”'2. Having understood the complementary
role both science and religion play, it suffices to note that science is even
religious. Looking critically at the “religion” of science which talks about
the scientific priesthood, it is pertinent to note that scientists’ theories
often seem to solely rely on premises that require their own type of faith.
For example, when it comes to the origin of life, most evolutionists
strictly adhere to ideas that require faith in certain doctrines. Thus, facts
are mixed with theories." N
It is common among the religious scientists to hear religious
expressions. Scientists have been referred to as the high priests of a new
technological age, and their laboratories as temples or shrines'®. Of
course, such expressions are merely metaphors.

The scientific high priests are also select few who are separately
chosen and trained. They also help in the empirical analysis of the
universe and some phenomena. The scientific high priests devote most of
their lives in the laboratories discovering and inventing new technologies.
The scientific priesthood is also an emblem of the action of rationality and
empiricism through discoveries. Not only that, the scientific priests are
meant to save lives in the course of their job. This is obvious in the
medical field where there is “Hippocratic oath” of saving lives by all
means. This speaks of dignity of the profession and respect for human
lives. As the biblical high priests enter into the “holy of holies”, the
medical experts enter into “theatre” in order to save lives. Likewise, the
ecstatic statements in religious circle which are synonymous with the
priesthood have bearings with the “mysterious” writings which are only
understood by the medical high priests. As holiness is stressed in the
religious circle, cleanliness, neatness and pleasantness are stressed in the
scientific arena.

The scientific priesthood upholds the ethics and morality of the
profession. There are also scientific instructions, guidelines and rules with
regard to daily living. Apart from this, there are taboos associated with
scientific profession aimed at enhancing human development and
continuity. By extension, the scientific priests can also predict natural
phenomenon and reveal human situation and certain classification. In
point of fact, this is geared towards peace, environmental development

and natural exploration.

-

i i
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The Worth of Religion and Science
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so far known to the human into a
meta-religious age, that seems to be a comprehensive
context for all religions... The natural world itself is the
lity, the primary educator, the

primary economic rea
primary ~governance, the primary technologist, the

primary healer, the primary presence of the sacred, the
primary moral value.

religious expression

This is the beginning of the romance between science and religion.

Human being has a soul which is spiritual. "¥his soul is tied to humanity,
as such, it has the essence of existence and development in human form

which accounts for spiritual development. This spiritual development, is
the essence of creation of which religion has a direct contact. The insight
with which knowledge is gained is the aspect of scientific development.
Therefore, humanity has both religious and scientific attachment for the
realization of man’s potentials which he received from paradise. This

therefore calls for the revelatory experience which at times goes beyond

human understanding and the spiritual comes into play. Here on earth,

the potentials imbued with human beings are to be explored to the fullest.
Therefore, - the essence of life is the primary source which is the
prerogative of the supernatural which scientists fail to acknowledge. The
natural world is the secondary source where the potentials of life are

realized with the various contributions to the immediate environment.

This statement strongly declares again and again that religion and science,

properly viewed, can enhance and complement each other, “but they are
different disciplines which deal in different ways and for different reasons
with different spheres of human discovery. To blur that distinction
weakens both”® God prepared the earth especially with humans in mind.
He providéd the earth everything that people would need, not just t0 exist

but to enjoy life to the full. Isaiah 45:18.
Science is a systematic method of investigation based on

continuous experimentation, observation, and measurement leading to
evolving explanations of natural phenomena, explorations which are
continuously open to further testing”'. Unequivocally, creationism which

accounts for the supernatural means is not science. Its evidence to
n. This revelation has the

statements is based on authority and revelatio

most potent of the great influences for good and reality that have thus far

entered into human experience; it has promote

d the progress of
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When 1 discover something about the human genome, X
experience a sense of awe at the mystery of life, and say
to myself, wow, only God knew before it is a profoundly
beautiful and moving sensation, which helps me
appreciate God and makes science even more rewarding

for me.

insight is gotten into the physical universe

Through inspiration, an
objectively and subjectively. This, science does by describing the natural
phenomena at its disposal as well as assistingN\n answering natural

paradoxes. This human thirst for answers makes science explore its
environment and find workable and observable answers to rediscover
scientific truth in the universe. It is fitting, however, to acknowledge

scientific knowledge and achievement, but with the creator.

ned through such inquisitiveness,
d for a God, has only served to
confirm what a fantastically complex, intricate, and awe-
inspiring world we live in. Many thinking people find it
plausible to conclude that the physical laws and chemical
reactions as well as DNA and the amazing diversity of
life all point to a creator. There is no irrefutable proof to

the contrary.

Scientific knowledge gai
far from disproving the nee

It is interesting to note that science has interdisciplinary perspectives

which have basis, foci, conceptual level and tools for understanding.

They all work towards human and spiritual development. By and large, a
science of a person is concerned with the interaction of nature with
nurture; with understanding the very needs of individuals across the
environmental landscape, and with cultural and biological co evolution *.

“While science seems genera
in order to understand these parts, and idea

them and thus understan
the whole person”m. Favoured by this worthy symb

religion, it is acknowledged that science portrays huma
definite purpose while religion is an appreci
permeating the Universal
continually for humanity.
discovery of the natural law

lly to be able to reconstruct

1ly to reduce the world into analyzable parts

d the whole, religion seems to minister directly to
iosis of science and

n invention for
ation of a Divine Reality,
feeling of spirituality and the role it plays

In the practice of modern science, the
is no longer seen as 2 vacuum hence
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philosophically, God is
: understood to ha
e s ve filled th ivi
Scpl; ':d::: (:h;zl:}glh lspecml mte.rference of nature teleologizalgzz)h'for' ('h'vme
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ut the very expression of God’s supremacy in natS &
ure.

I'he Symbiosis of Scientific and Religious High Priests
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righteousness and salvation. This ordination is thus important in these.
perspectives. As a matter of fact, ordination is for select few which
makes their job easy as commissioned by their superiors. The “theatre” of
the scientists is equivalent t0 the “holy of holies” in the religious arena. .

Also, the “laboratory” of the scientists can be referred to as “shrines” of - e

“temples”. These places are sacred and restricted to majority except an .
important adventure is to be undertaken only by the initiated. LA

Apart from this, the medical science has or pOSSEsses the “law of
the cut” or Poiseuilles Law, while Christian Religion has the law of God, *
of Christ and Moses. Medical Science is conversMit with physical, mental
illness which Christian Religion for instance diagnoses as spiritual
illness>2. In the same vein, there is the objective report of experiments by
sciences and the objective biblical report of God’s acts. In the
environment of science, there is the instrument text or manual, while in-
the Christian circle there is the instruction texts or manual especially the
book of Leviticus’

In addition, meteorologists in this age have suddenly become
prophets who predict the events of the nearby future. Also, they forecast
tomorrow’s weather. This attitude, information, and practice of the
meteorologists does not separate them from priesthood. The much-
heralded “eclipse” in some parts of Nigeria is a clear testimony of the
scientific prediction. Recently, news was on the round for the partial and
total eclipse of the sun on the 29th March, 2006, which ordinarily human

beings cannot predict. Be that as it may, the scientists have been able to -

predict the natural phenomenon based on their scientific insight. In the
religious scene, these activities are being revealed either through trance,
dreams or visions by God. Of a truth, high priests are privileged to know
these, which are usually concealed from men.

In the pavilion of existence, who we are is more determined by
our spiritual epigenesis than our biological beginning, but activated more

* by creative development than creations. In which case, religion and -

science are complementary in nature. For “Science without religion is
lame, religion without science is blind”.

Concluding Remarks

As has been observed, this paper has attempted to show scientists ‘
metaphorically as the high priests of a new technological culture. The
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worth and s {osi o
against certa>i,rr1n ?J;c;‘zlrsneczi rehgllﬁn and science have also been examined
rS. eir convenient i
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