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Problems and Prospects of Women Access to Basic [,j
-~ . d ' ’ (.‘r' v
Education Programme in Kwara State acy

*KAYODE, Sadiq Toyin
*KURANGA, Yunus Adebayo

*Department of Adult & Primary Education
University of Ilorin, Ilorin

Abstract
f -' his Study focuses on the problems faced by women in accessing basic literq,

education in Kwara state. The study adopted descriptive survey type of researc

design. The sample for the study consisted of 200 respondents random|,
selected from different centres in the state. The instrument used for data collectio
was a questionnaire titled *’Problems and prospects of women access 10 basic literacy
education in Kwara State’”” (PPWABLEQ). Data collected was analysed using
descriptive statistical technique and weighted mean score of 2.5 as a criterion mean
score for decision. Conclusion was drawn and recommendations made. Among others,
governments at all levels should encourage women 1o participate in basic literac
education; .and that Government at all levels should provide necessary tools needed

for the effective and efficient implementation of the Programme 1o achieve the desired

goals.
Keywords: Basic Literacy, Problems and Prospects of Adult education
Introduction
According to Schultz (2002), women in Nigeria have had various challenges in
_formal and other forms of education

order to obtain equal education in non
(formal/non-formal) in Nigeria. Besides education being regarded as basic human

right (Universal Declaration on Human Rights 1948), education given to women
affords them lifelong acquisition of knowledge, value, attitudes, competence and skills
(Aliu 2007). Also, the Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN2013) allow equal access
to education with the belief that it enhances self and national development. Women in
Kwara State need education (formal and non-formal) for development. Formal schpol
system is established to cater for children and youth, adult and non-forma} education
was designed for mature individuals in the society who may hav.e had insufficient
education and those who never participated in any formal education systenl. (FGN

2013).The issue of women and development came into the forefront Quripg the UT\
d discrimination against

Decade for women 1976-85. The observed marginalization an
42§
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en all over the world compelled the UN 1o hold confere

el e | rence,
v jarations and embark on programmes to address the imbal

i\.\‘v. e

| themes of all the conferences have been the need to r

. pronounce
ance in the system. The
aise the status of

\

onlt s deve :

o | pring them to the development process. Realizing the fact that empowerment of

. a - s« arhinuvuas ¢ \ ? : / ‘Tment ¢
. can best be achieved and sustained through enli )

shtenme aining <k
ind basic literacy and numeracy, the Nigerian g(ivcrnlncbr?t'.cr:;l;g;(ncii usy])((l)]r:
_ ‘ : Various centres like women
Opmcnl ccnll‘e {11 \'i\l'l.Oll.\‘ local governments in the state, women education units
Ministry of Education both at the federal and the state levels, the better life
~oramme. MAMSER, family support programmes, were established in the past.
-~ 'I] ‘111 these the majority of Nigeria women were still non-literate. It is against this
;\q?kd‘ﬂ‘l’ that this.stud:v examines the Problems and prospectsn of women’s access to
__formal education for development n {(wara State. According to Wagner, (2000),
noﬂq‘iet\_ can achieve mass literacy without effective programme for her adult
- 3;,:,r<~' panicu]arly. women to enable them, promote effective family life, care and
o th; vouth. secure for every child the highest advantage in physical, emotional,
gu}d'e | and social education, develop mature, responsible citizens in a free and
Spmm.a tic society, and transmit and interpret cultural ideas and values.
demmri\:omen play vital roles as traders, farmers and entrepreneurs in addition to
_ enroductive and community managing roles. Women argued that they worked to
therr repne to meet their social as well as economic needs and to accumulate their
“ mg anent stores of wealth. They further stated that they also had to support
- mhjfgren so that when they themselves are old, the children would in turn, take
- Cf them (Akinboade 1995). It is however clear, that women make the greatest
- F)b tion to the economy mostly in the agricultural sector. In the rural area for
- ll; women playan important role in food production and processing. They are
:;m&velved in bush-clearing in some parts in the state (;'ural are;s). ”{?iesyofge
engaged in planting, weeding, harvesting and transp(?rtat}on of arrg fgot lflC;-e X womer}:
in predominantly Muslim areas where fema}le seclusion 18 prac.'use1 a eed e
are engaged in farming; although, Mus.hm yvome?i Iallrie;l ;li:st;:; ;’n ;I;;gjfe e
processing. Women have also made a unique 1mpac : ial cter both as
a show that women are scarce in the fg@al industrial se
21?2?)?33;?32 and as employees, their industrial activities are enormous. Women are
e it prlfls'ervr?:rlor\lzvir:lcllesr:ofrﬁl%ie.relief in trading to make up for
- In the area of t_ff_idm& I8¢ the majority of them are involved In
their marginalized position educationally. Hence, the maj - lso permits self-
rading activities as lack of education is not a barrier. Tra ing li' spor transport
employment and can be carried out with or w.1thout shops, fu;ms'l?gMost e
while lack of storage or preservation facilities 1s not a serious ax.’rlee.x s o with
oles that women play are often described and apportioned to th.elr isn particular. It is
their limited access to education generally and non-formal education development the
C.lear that low education limits the contribution of wgmen 9 .ety. For instance,
limitation i not far from the challenges faced by women 11 the: SeIEH-

women
an

W\ \\111\“

.qln.ﬂ““” ‘ . ; :
X of functional education for women.

srovision

je\ el
0{ lhc
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ally are tied to their traditiong,
Ie

yId (radition ' .
) ek high premium oy | .\
Oy |

the various values which \\'mm"l.lt_l - ociety place
. AU y ) 1 in traditiotle ACL E T rhey are also ¢

is believed that W omen in 1ré | family members. [hey are d'lsn considere lor. My

care for children, husbands anc (wi(l'l unski”Cd backbreaking labour. .- S,

are deprived of skills and jobs Wh'.’,j} g,

U,

other entrustec

than men and ‘
and thus they

motivation to be educated '
help to raise their status in the .'s'ocwty.
It is obvious that various g‘u
functional literacy education, resulting
religious beliefs on the role and status O e .
sub:wrdinate to men both within and Outsldq t}:]eh Obel{ef D ot education of 4
from attending school (formal/informal) with the Wome

erl]f.l,‘.‘
) .  ota family members. Th v
disturb the smooth relationship that exists among y € Prac, S

n'HA
, nfined to the house ;
purdah or female exclusion, whereby women are CO use g

example coupled with early marriage and its attendant challenges (Baka, 199
Kwara state is bless t natural resources yet her Wome,

ed with abundan o living bel .
: , Lori ivin
constantly in an economic proble : ority of the g below the pg,.
level. Poverty is known to be a function of no

m with the maj
women’s access to basic n is drastically reduced in Kwara state ™
T

s because the women’s struggle for survival forces t'hem to shift their time anq ¢y,
to more direct income providing activities like buying and selling thereby releg,;

non-formal education activities to the background.

ictions prevent women’s ;. ,
| taboos, traditional and %‘);r":’“ '/
Therefore, women are rega;m“‘i
Girls and women are predm%.

|tural restr
from socia
f women.

J
gf}rl,_
"
"

n-literacy and low quality ey, -
O

literacy educatio

Research Question
What are the problems affecting the access of women to basic it

education in Kwara State?

Methodology
Descriptive survey research was adopted for the study. The population fori:
study comprised of women enrolled in basic literacy programme in Kwara State. Ty,
Kwara. A questionnr

hundred (200) respondents were randomly selected across
designed by the researchers tagged, “Problems and Prospects of Women Acces

Basic Literacy Education Programme Questionnaire (PPWABEPQ)”, was used as
instrument for data collection in the study. It consists of two (2) sections: Section?
dealt with demographic data of the respondents. Section B contains (15) items®
factors affecting women access to basic literacy education programme in Kwara St
Responses to these items were taken on four (4) point Likert rating or scale. A reli®
co-efficient of instrument using test re-test method of 0.87 was obtained through
Pearson Moment Correlation Coefficient method. Three research assistants "
deployed to administer the questionnaire. The researchers made sure the selet®

research assistants were familiar with the interpretation of the content of U
The ¥

instru i i -
ment in the language of the immediate environment of respondents- =~

pagt’
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.d using frequency and percentage ang
5 ane ”l .
(1] me

. “]_ll\ /L
N()\Z\)J\II(kwwsh»HS\vvrvlukvn at 0 (
at 0.05

W o
l‘\ ¢ ' ' ‘
- an rating and

alpha of signific

dance,

qestion was used in generating mean and sty
what are the problems affecting women Standard deviation
access tc ~
N ) h

Ll wearch d
N U]]C est o
jon.

asic literacy

s(':"“
ol ——
TEMS < |
SN | have not heard of basic literacy education before 68 —3D _
. There 18 enough teaching facilities  for basic - 470
ation programme 76
: 437

acy educ

liter : ‘
Funding towards basic literacy education s
couraging
%116 facilities provided are most time outdated gé 409
Il There 1S enlightenment ~programme on basic : 431
s. literacy education in my area e »
[ have received incentives which has motivated me .
J to embark on basic literacy education 31 462
Computer assisted equipment are available for :
. Jearning and acquisition of skills 12 ses
. | have heard about basic literacy education on the '
) radio and television 42 495
: Free writing and equipment are available for
9. Jearning and skill acquisition programme 31 464

d facilitators used several methods to
me for better understanding .60 492
tructors when I don’t understand

Instructors an
explain things to

1. | approach my ins
a particular concept .68 468
Instructors and facilitators are always available
.68 368

during the lesson time
13, [ am allowed to practice whatever I learnt in the 61 490
14, class

Teaching instructions and crafts tools are used to

teach by the instructors and facilitator for proper 21 408
5. understanding 91 287
| Facilitator are always ready to listen to My concern
Grang 0.49

Table 1 reveals the problems affecting women access to functional literacy
ducation has not been encouraging,

éucatio
n. Women’ . .
men’s access to functional literacy € ,
five (5), 6 (six), sevel

thisis evig
¢
nt by the mean value of the items two (2), three 3).
page 45
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"I‘)/ll.ll‘l —_ B e
— . which all have the \
o fourteen 14y in table (5) above; .\~| | : € the Mey
1C { - P ' 1
oht (8) I)H‘t‘ Y 0 19 (iAl,‘ 0 ‘IH)‘ |(\P((||\(
y Yy (.54 { . o o ’ / o ~ N o l
’ also indicates low l(\L| of women d(,(;(:g%‘ }i‘f.
juced that women access to bagj. 0 "
Sic. fjy. i
er,
’rdrvv

y which are alj 1, " %4
Gop

rall mean ol 0.49
n thereforc,
ycouraging.

he ded

v edue ation { ca
wara Statc 15 not €1

gon in K
yiscussion of Results | | |
o ical analysis has been carried out on the problems and pr
education 1n Kwara State. Answering qu.epequ

Stig, |

t() ﬂ‘

An cmptl
ss 10 basic literacy ' :
| to lﬁqucsxionnnirc were used. Findings rcve'al high positive respong lop ; §
This implies that basic literacy education has tremendous ]m; th,
at

W \‘!H\‘H'.\' accee

1items
\‘IJICH’ICINS.

women 1n the state.

through its agencies should .
Our

Recommendations
\ded that the government
mmes. Nigerian women are e
Tef

It is recommel
ate in basic literacy progra
be involved in programmes

society.
It is equally recommended that husbands should encourage and sy
ogrammes that can bring about political psr())ir.t lt‘ner
> 1a a

es to attend adult education pr
n the family as well as in the society at large.

ar.

women to particip 0
that would raise thei o

eir e

Sta'("us in “

encouraged to always

W1V
economic development i
It is however recommended that non-governmental agencies shoulg
women in the areas of empowerment such as vocational skills acquisition 5 d&ssi?
nd off

&

forms of financial aids that can make them participate in social and ¢

development.
Finally, government at all levels, i.e. Federal, S
A . e , State and Local shoul
xflon-formal and adult education programmes by providing the necessar)lz1 t((ixflncomgi
or the effective and efficient programmes so as to achieve the desired giz?]em
S

objective of the programme for national development
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