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EDITORIAL NOTE

KASU Journal of Social Sciences (KJSS), is the official bi-annual journal of
departments of Economics, Mass Communication, Political Science and Sociology.
The objective of KJSS is basically to address the economic and socio-political
problems confronting the African Continent. It publishes original, theoretical and
empirical articles as well as book reviews.

The Journal accepts articles from prospective authors interested in publishing their
articles so long as the following rules are applied throughout the entire text,
including title, name/s of author, abstract, keywords, heading, sub-section, tables,
figures and references. '

Language
Please write your text in good British English. We only accept manuscriptsin English
language.

Length of paper
3000-8000 words are preferred.

Pagesetup

1. Margins:1Inch(2.54 cm)onallsides (top, bottom, left, right)

2.  LineSpacing: Single space throughout the paper, including the abstract, body
of the document, references, appendixes, footnotes, tables, and figures.

3.  Alignment:Justified

4. Orientation: Portrait

5. Pagesize:A4

Preparation of text :

1. Title: (Maximum 100 characters) Candara, Font size 14 pt, Bolded, upper case
andlowercase, centered.

2. Name and personal information: After one line space under the title, name/s
(Candara, Font size 10 pt, bolded, centered), and below the nameJs,
institutional affiliation with country and e-mail address (Canadara, Font size
10 pt, centered).

3.  Abstract (150-250 words) should include the following: aim, method, results
and conclusion (Candara, Font size 9 pt).

4. Keywords:uptoskeywords, Candara, Font Size 9 pt.
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5.  Spacing: One line space between name/s and abstract, between abstract and
main text, and above each section.

6. FontSize and Type for general body of document: Candara, Font size 10 pt.

7.  Subdivision of the article: The papers should be structured in title and subtitle
sections and should be numbered.

Example of subdivision of the article:

1. Introduction(Candara, Font size 10 pt, Bolded)

1.1 ResearchMethods(Candara, Font size 10 pt., Italic)
1.1.1  Analysis Result (Candara, Font size 10 pt)

8. Tables and figures: Tables and figures should be included within the text of
the paper and must be numbered (Candara, Font size 9, table sample 1,
centered).

9. References

References should follow the referencing style used by the American Psychological
Association (APA, 6" or 7" edition) in alphabetical order. All sources cited in the
paper mustbeincludedinthe References.

In the text, areference identified by means of an author's name should be followed
by the date of the reference in parentheses. When there are more than seven
authors (after the first citation), only the first author's name should be mentioned,
followed by 'et al.. In the event that an author cited has had two or more works
published during the same year, the reference, both in the text and in the reference
list, should be identified by a lower case letter like 'a' and 'b' after the date to
distinguish the works.

Examples of references in the text:
Omoru (2004), Okoro, et al. (2003), (Kelebeni 1983), (Usman & Smith 1992), (Chege
1998; Chukwura 19873, b; Tijani1993,1995), (Kelechi, et al. 2001)

Examples of complete references:

Journal Artigles: Ray, R. (2000). Child labor, child schooling, and their Interaction
with adult labor: Empirical evidence for Peru and Pakistan. The World Bank
EconomicReview, 14:2:347-367.




ABook: Durbin, R., Eddy., S.R., Krogh, A. & Mitchison, G. (1999). Biological sequence
analysis: Probabilistic models of proteins and nucleic acids. Cambridge
University Press. ,

A Chapter in a Book: Leach, J. (1993). Impacts of the zebra mussel on water quality
and fish spawning. In T. Nalepa & D. Schloesser (eds.), Zebra mussels:
Biology, impacts and control (pp. 381-397). Ann Arbor, MI: Lewis Publishers.

A Report: Makarewicz, J.C., Lewis, T. & Bertram, P. (1995). Epilimnetic
phytoplankton and zooplankton biomass and species composition in Lake
Michigan, 1983-1992. Report No. 234/95. U.S. EPA Great Lakes National
Program, Chicago, IL. ‘

Conference Proceedings: Stock, A. (2004). Signal transduction in bacteria. In the
Proceedings, Markey Scholars Conference, Melbourne, Australia, 2004,

1339-1399.
Authors are fully responsible for the accuracy of the references.

The summary structure of the manuscript should look like the following:
For Empirical (Statistical) Studies

Abstract: Research problem and justification for study (s 2 sentences);
methodology of the study (2 sentences); at least 2 findings (<2 sentences); atleast 2
recommendations (2 sentences). .

Introduction: Background to the study; annotated review of literature; gaps in the
literature; statement of research problem; objectives of the study; brief
explanation of the structure of the presentation

Methodology: Brief explanation of the research design; model specification;
nature and source of data; population and sample; method of data collection and

interpretation.

Analysis of Empirical Data: Brief data descriptives; analytical interpretation of data;
major findings and theirimplications fortheory or/and policy

Concluding Remarks: Summary of key findings of the study; recommendations.
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References: The American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines (6" edition)
should be strictly followed.

For Articulate (non-Statistical) Papers
Abstract: Research problem and justification for study (< 2 sentences);

methodology of the study (2 sentences); at least 2 findings (S2 sentences); at least 2
recommendations (<2 sentences).

Introduction: Background to the study; statement of research problem; objectives
of the study; brief explanation of the structure of the presentation.

Methodology: Brief explanation of the research design; model specification;

nature and source of data; population and sample; method of data collection and
interpretation.

Literature Review: Annotated review of literature.

Discussion: Discussion of salient highlights and implications for theory or policy.
Concluding Remarks: Summary of key findings of the study; recommendations

References: The American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines (6" edition)
should be strictly followed.

Submission of manuscripts
Three hard copies or electronic copy as e-mail attachment (name beginning with
corresponding author's surname) of the manuscript should be sent to:

The Editor

KASU Journal of Social Sciences

Faculty of Social and Management Sciences
Tafawa Balewa Way (Main Campus)
P.M.B.2339

Kaduna-Nigeria.

E-mail: kasusocialsciencesj2006@gmail.com
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Abstract

This study looked at the effects of divorced couples on academic performance of students of Islamic studies in
llorin metropolis of kwara state. A quantitative method was adopted for this study. Purposive random sampling
technique was used for the study. 12 senior secondary schools were purposively sclected from the lists of senior
secondary schools in Tlorin metropolis. 30 students were selected from each school, making a total number of 360
students offering Islamic Studies as sampled from broken homes. After nomirious corrections, the opinions of three
experts in Measurement and Evaluation Department, Faculty of Education, University of Ilorin, were obtained to
validate the instrument of the study. For reliability of the instrument, a test-retest was conducted for the
questionnaire and the results were used to calculate the reliability coefficient which was 0.72.The questionndire was

- tagged Students' Performance Questionndire on Broken Home (SPQBH). The findings indicate that there is

significant negative correlation between student of divorced couples and students' academic performance in Islamic
Studies. It was also found that significant age difference among students of divorced couples has great effectsonsuch
students' dcademic performancein Islamic studies. It was recommended that government educational bodies should
orgnise orientative programme for the students who come from divorced parents so that they can improve on their
academicperformance, percticularly in Islamic studies andgeneral subjects.

Keywords:brokenhome, Islamic Studics, academicgrade,
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Effects of Broken Home on Academic Performance of Secondary School Students of Islamic Studies in llorin, Kwara State

Introduction .

Academic performance of children is connected with parental relationship that plays a crucial
role and determines students positions in school because students can be easily influenced due to
parental conflict .Child molestation, unfaithfulness, violence, divorce and separation are the obstacles
facing today's families in many community. With these problems prevalent in families, they influence
childrenin academic endeviour. In addition, broken home is one of yardsticks used to measure students
performance in every educational setting. It is also a system of determining or measuring the success of
students. These successes of students through mother or father's efforts encourage them to
contribute vigorously in classroom activities. The effect of broken homes is so paramount to llorin
situation as most Kwara State secondary school students have been dwelling in and performing
dolefully in their studies which lead to dropping them out of the learning system. If this deplorable
situation is not addressed, it might have countless effects on the lives of these students, their home as
well as the whole state at large. Therefore, there is need to find out the effects of broken home on
academic performance of secondary school students specifically in Islamic Studies with the aim of
providing alasting solution.

Home plays a fundamental role in determining the child's educational attainments because
when mother and father keep conflicting in their homes, children are certain to be affected as they
grow up (Murphy & O'Farrell,1994).They further declared that children learn through imitation and
identification with the parents and other important member of the families. If the children grow upin a
family where violence and conflict are common phenomena, they may end up doing the same in their
own families, unless interpolation is carried out. Moreso, home is the most determinat that influences
childrensince children and families areinteractive members of alarge system of social institutions, such
as school, workplace and community (Murphy & O'Farrell,1994).

Kiura (1999) averred that a healthy relationship between husband and wife depends on self
understanding, balance between individuality, mutual relationship, proper management of conflicts,
sexual harmony and sound skills in mutual dialogue and communication. He also raveled that parents
need to assume responsibility for their children's eternal destiny, educate them, prepare them for life
and guide them towards the riéht way. If parents are not in harmony, it will cause suffering for their
children and make them perform woefully in school activities

In the same vein, Johnson (2005) maintained that children who grow up from broken
homes/separated families often have low marks throughout their school lives. Moreover, Ayodele

(2007) stated that the society or community where a child finds himself/herself goes a long way in
determining his learning ability and ultimately his academic performance in school. indicated that
home is a devastating element that influences learners' grade. He further showed that broken homes
may present a very serious danger to the emotional, personality, and mental adjustment of adolescent
learners. Thisimpinges on students' academic achievement.

Owards, marital irregularity brings about trauma, worry, hassle, lack of impetus and
obstruction negatively and obviously associated with a child's academic attainment in school (Levin
2001). He indicated that families are the actors with the strongest un-dimentionals interest at a higher
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level of their children's academic aspiration. In addition, Children Defense Find (2004) declared that
stress for both the children and parents can cause separation between father and-mother when they
face inadequate financial resources.

Acock & Demo (1999) Buehler & Gerald (2002) found that parentsina traumatic marriage are
less likely to have close relationships with their wards, whereas couples who are happy with their
marriage life are more likely to have excellent relationships with their children. Therefore, whena childi
satisfied with positive situation of his or her parents, it would greatly improve his or her performance in
any school he or she finds himself or herself.

collected data from children of broken couples disclosed that separation between husband
and wife influences and disturbs children emotionally and mentally. These lead to negative academic
achievement in schools. Literatures had shown that students whose parents were separated may
experience psychological difficulties such as seclusion and gloominess or hopelessness (VanderValk et
al.,2005). Battle & Coates (2004) carried a research among blacks in America where he asserted that
close relationship of two-coupled families assist the children to come up with great academic
performance that is measured by grade point average (GPA). In addition, separation of couples were
connected and related to poor performance of a child and worse educational experiences for him
(DeBell, 2008). Nonetheless, the studies of Deborah, (2002) & Conkline, (2006) found that Broken

home has caused loss of couples, divorce, desertion, singular living of parents which all lead the wards
into the danger of the society. Thus, serarated parents are one of determinats of learners' academic
attainmentin school thatlead them to suffer seriously among their peers. :

Undoubtedly, academic performance of students is an objective grade'of achievement aftera
specified instructional programme . He explained that academic performance is linked with the data
achieved or talent shown in the school subject that indicated students' achievement, test scores or
marks allotted by the instructors. Thus, academic performance is the institutional assessment of the
classroom work done by the teachers on the basis of the grades awarded to the learners. Moreso,
academic performance can be motivated by nomirious variables that playimportantrole onthe child
and also influence with strong relationship between both parents which cannot be over-determined
(Encyclopedia of Psychology 2001). It further emphasised that due to worry and fear from the home or
family instability that have been produced from abrokenhome, an emotionally barren atmosphere that
leads to poor academic performance of the childrenin schoolsis generated.

Academic performance is divided into two aspects: positive and negative. These aspects are

connected with poor habits, family background, perseverance, attitudes and interest that shake

- academic attainment of learners in school (Akinboye 2004). He established that if these factors are
amended and attitudes are changed absolutely, then, the level of learners' academic performance
would greatlyimprove.

inappropriately, the countlessness of children that have been born into broken homes is
this eventually lead to the low performance of leamers in our
cademic performance of students have attracted the interest and
researchers and school administrors in Nigeria

gradually increasing in Nigeria,
institutions. Over the years, poor a
concern of teachers, counselors, psychologists,
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Effects of Broken Home on Academic Performdnce of Secondary School Students of Islamic Studies in llorin, Kwara State

(Nwachukwu,1998; Imogie,2002 & Wiseman,2003). Not only that, the problems facing students in
many family dynasties have affected them in the educational setting . He further emphasised that
depression, decline in academic achievement, poor attendance in school, loss of confidence, and
disorganization may indicate adjustment issues pertaining to divorce in a student's home. As a result of
this, the contribution of broken spauses towards the success of their children is apparent to be so vital,
especiallyinKwaraand Nigerian context. Therefore, this paper has taken aregorous attempt on effects
of broken homes on academic performance of secondary school students of Islamic studies in llorin,
Kwara State. This finding addresses the following research objectives and hypotheses

1. To determine the effect of broken homes on academic performance of students in Islamic
Studies

2. To find out the age difference in students of broken.homes on their academic performance
Islamic Studies

3. o determine the gender difference in students of broken homes and on their academic

performance Islamic Studies

Hypotheses

1 There is no significant relationship between students of broken homes and their academic
performancein Islamic Studies

2 Thereisno significant age difference between students of broken homes and their academic
performancein Islamic Studies

3 There is no significant gender difference between students of broken homes and their

academic performancein Islamic Studies

Method

This paper used quantitative research design. In this research, the design of this study was
cross- sectional descriptive research design. Johnson (2011) viewed that descriptive research is a way of
guarding information and sample collected from an individual through their responses to questions.
The population of this study comprised secondary school students in llorin metropolis whereby a
random sampling of 360 students offerring Islamic studies were selected in line with the sample size
formula Mbokane (2009). Furthermore, the main instrument used to collect data for this pa;i'er was a
researchers-designed questionnaire and Islamic studies results. The questionnaire was tagged
Students' Performance Questionnaire on Broken Home (SPQDH). It was divided into two sections. The
first section contained items that addressed the background of the respondents while section 2 had
item statements that provide information on the effects of broken home on students' academic
performance in Islamic studies. Also, third term results of SS two students in Islamic Studies was
collected from the sample schools and standardize the result using T SCORE FORMULA (10z+50) as a
yardstick to measure the students' academic performance in secondary schools. The researcher used
the questionnairel’gﬁth afour-point Likert scale where 4= strongly agree (SA). 3= Agree (A). 2= Disagree
(D) and 1= strongly disagree (SD). The instrument was validated by experts in oder to ensure that
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content and face vadlidity and necessary modifications were made. Test-retest method was used to
determine thereliability and arelia bility coefficient of 0.72 was obtained. Moreso, t-test, correlation and
ANOVAwere used to answer hypotheses formulated forthis paper

Data Analysis and Results of the Study
The t-test, correlationand ANOVA were used to analyse all the hypothesies formulated for this
paper.

Hypotbhesis 1: There is no significant relationship between students of broken home and their academic
performance.

Variables N Mean  SD. DE-, | P Sig Decision
SBH. 360 25.40 4.83 358 .307 .000
Rejected

Academic Performance 360 23.21 214 358

Based on the data computation, it was indicated that the correlationlevels generated 30.7 with

significant value of 0.000 at 0.05level of significant. Since the P-value (0.000)isless than the

level of significant (0.05), the null hypothesisisrejected. Therefore, thisindicates that thereisa

significant relationship between broken homes and academic performance of students in

Islamic studies.

2 There is no significant age difference between students of broken home and academic
perfo}mance of Islamic Studies

The ANOVA Analysis Showing the Age Difference Among Students of Broken Homes and
AcademicPerformance Islamic Studies

~Sum ofsquare df means  square F-value Si emar
Between group 243.772 2 13.730
Within group 2132.037 358 14.253 73.40  0.000
Total 2375.809 360

The table revealed that the calculated f. Value is 73.40 with calculated alpha of 0.000 is
computed at critical level of 0.05. Since the calculated alpha of 0.000 is less than critical alpha level of
0.05. Hypothesis is hereby rejected absolutely. This shows that there is a significant age difference
between students of broken homes and their academic performancein Islamic Studies.

3 Thereisnosignificant gender difference between students of broken homes and their

acattemic performance inlslamic Studies
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a

The T-test Analysis Showing the Gender Difference in Students of Broken Homes and
Academic Performancein Islamic Studies

Gender NO Mean Std. DF  t-value tcritical Decision
Male 162 54.6364 5.66 358 2.95 1.96 Rejected
Female 196 54.0563 6.51 358

P<0.05

The result of table 3 publicised that T-value of 2.95 was found to be greater than Critical value of
1.96 at 0.05 level of significance. Since the calculated T-value is greater than the critical T- value, the
hypothésis, which states there is no significant gender difference between students of broken homes
and their academic performance in Islamic Studies was rejected. This indicates that there is a significant
gender difference between student of broken homes and their academic performance in Islamic
Studies.

Discussion of Findings

Based on this result, it has been shown that there is significant relationship between broken
homes and academic performance of students in Islamic studies in llorin metropolis. Moreso, the result
of this paper showed that broken homes go in line with academic grades of students in Islamic Studies.
For instance, students whose parents are not living together perform negatively in their tests and
assignments. This assertion is in line with the submission of Johnson (2005) who maintained that
children who grow up from broken homes/separated families often have low marks throughout their
school live. This is in agreement with the finding of where it was indicated that home is a devastating
element that influences learners' grade. He further showed that broken homes may present a very
serious danger to the emotional, personality, and mental adjustment of the young learner.

Furthermore, the result of this paper also revealed that there is a statistical age difference
between students of broken homes and their academic performance in Islamic Studies. Age of
students is most significant to academic grades in situation whereby learners whose parents have left

them at tender age face alot of obsercles in classroom activities. This paper support the outcome of -

Dykeman (2003) which showed that age and gender of the student at the time of the separated parents
and the intensity of conflict within the family are variables that may affect the psychological and the
cerebral health of the learner. The result of this paper also agreed with the study of VanderValk et
al.(2005) that students whose parents were separated at small age may experience psychological
difficulties such as seclusion and gloominess or hopelessness.

Similarly, there is a significant gender difference between students of broken homes and their
academic performance in Islamic Studies. Most of female students were academically affected due to
separation of their parents. This is in line with submission of who established that most of female
learners were unprotected from violence, abuse and assault that eventually lead them to score low

’
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mark in tests and examinations. He also agreed that many female students whose parents were not
emically and they have worse relationship than their male mates.
) that students who struggle in the classroom may
concerning financial problems at

under the same roof were weakeracad
it also coincided with the study of Hargreaves (1991

encounter themes related to grieving over their parents' separation,

home, or living in stressful or emotionally tense households.

Conclusionand Recommendation
The broken homes of Islamic Studies secon

academic performance momentously and this has
outcome of this paper showed that there exists a significant negative correlation between student of

divorced couples and students' academic performance in Islamic Studies. It was also established that
significant age difference among students of divorced couples has great effects on such students'

erformance in Islamic studies. Therefore, it is recommended that government educational
udents who come from divorced parents or

rformance, particularly inlslamic studies and

dary school students in llorin, Kwara State affect
been proving too difficult to be expunged. The

academic p
bodies should orgnise orientative programmes for the st

broken homes so that they canimprove theiracademicpe

general subjects.
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