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respect of the audience and he 15 expected 1o be 4 moclI;:l f“h h';::"“;‘._ﬁ
reason is that the function of wa asi dehvery 1s normally assu 'Y d 5C

of Islam who is competent to face the public with every clwlleln f
entails. However wa'asi discourse 15 been rm;uscd recently
incompetent admonishers and those whose mission 15 enleriainme

exploitation through the manipulation of texts and facts. i

As an essential component of Islamic heritage, wa as! has become a forum

public Islamic enlightenment for Yoruba Muslims, most _c§pocmlly i-;.'-.
who are not opportune to attend Qur'anic and [lmi lradlllogal schools
kewu). Wa'asi also represents a medium of free expression for Mus
scholars who are competent and interested in the delivery of message of Isl

to their students or the general public who might gather to listen. -

In traditional life of Yoruba Muslims, wa asi is occasional as il requi
gathering of audience who will listen to oni-wa'asi and lend him
support, while modern media has availed wider opportunity for the
wa'asi as well opportunity to have virtual audience. Conventional wa'asi
one given in traditional setting of wa'asi in occasions such as: A :
nights, Mawlid al- Rasul (Maoludi), Walimah Khatm al-Qur'an (Wolima)
weekly wa asi, monthly wa’asi, regular or occasional wa asi in mosques ar
mobile wa'asi (by some scholars). '

However, occasions of conventional wa’asi have witnessed developmen
modern times by individuals and societies to include; marnage/ nikah, “aqiqe
(giving name to the newly bormn baby), thanks giving for nikah, n
appointments and retirements. Other occasions are imamate or chieftaing
turban, confirmation of religious or traditional titles, launching of projee
collection of donations, burial prayer, school graduation, award of certificate
and graduation in technical skills. Non-conventional Wa'asi is the typ
on modern media devices which could be occasional as it could be regu
pre-recorded to be aired on radio, television channels, satellite television, C
mobile phone devices and internet.

a1
Meanwhile, a wa asi may come in form of a discourse initiation W
focuses on topics initiated by oni-wa asi such as the legacy of Ilorin ‘s-l'l
(Sannu Shehu, 2010) or on topics chosen by groups or societies that iny
scholar, oni-wa'asi, such as wa’asi for [aylatul gadr celebration. Wa’
equally be presented as a discourse of exegesis which rallies round
lexts, as some occasions of rafsir duning Ramadan are tumed to occ

wa'asi.(Al-llory 1984)
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