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Introduction
[t has been theoretically and empirically proven that there is a close

relationship between regime type and the severity of human rights abuses. The
universal expansion of democracy is propelled by the general
acknowledgement that it provides the citizens with a great deal of benefits.
One comparative advantage democracy has over other regime types is
government protection and promotion of citizens’ fundamental rights, and this
is the underpinning philosophical basis for advocating the spread of the idea
and practice of democracy all over the world. Simmons (2009, p. 25)
maintains that “democracies are the natural allies of human rights because as a
state becomes more open the public gains the ability to mobilize and press for
increased rights”. The development of democratic institutions gives the public
greater input into the government, which allows it to challenge undesirable
government practices through democratic channels rather than through
extreme measures (Cingranelli and Richards, 1999; Poe and Tate, 1994).
These features of democracy remain the most important differences between
democratic and non-democratic regimes, and shape the way democratic
leaders perceive the primacy of fundamental individual rights.

However, it should be stated that the extent of the democratic
development of a state is very paramount in gauging the level of human rights
promotion and protection in that country. Best human rights practices are
found in established democracies than in those undergoing democratization
processes. In other words, the more the period of operational experience of
democracy in a country, the better and stronger the government commitment
to improving human rights conditions in that polity, and vice-versa. Therefore,
it takes full-fledged democracy featuring well-established democratic
institutions such as a vibrant judiciary, multiparty system for competition, civil
societies, among others, to achieve considerable and reliable improvement in
respect for human rights. Although democratizing nations may be able to
ensure the protection of their citizens’ basic human rights in the early years of
the regime, it might require a longer period of time to see substantial progress
in other areas of human rights.

Arguably, democracies may commit less egregious abuses than non-
democracies, but the idea that democracies have a greater propensity to protect
broader classes of rights has not been subjected to empirical analysis. Extreme
forms of state repression are linked to non-democratic regimes, and the
intrinsic characteristics of democracy such as electoral accountability should,
and largely do, eliminate these forms of repression. The idea that democracies
are superior at protecting certain human rights such as freedom from torture,
arbitrary execution, and forced disappearance is both intuitively logical and
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possible ways of improving the situation. The paper is organized into eight
sections, with the introductory part as the first section. The second section is
the review of extant literature in relations to the issue engaged in the study.
The third section consists of the theoretical framework employed in the study.
The fourth section examines the human rights experience in Nigeria prior to
the dawn of the Fourth Republic. The fifth takes a look at the human rights
experience in Nigeria under the on-going Fourth Republic. The sixth section
of the paper investigates the major human rights challenges in Nigeria under
the current Fourth Republic. The seventh section suggests effective measures
for improving Nigeria’s human rights conditions in the Fourth Republic, while

the eight section is the final conclusion of the paper.
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Literature Review
The concept of the human rights is one of the most popular terms that

as have generated a lot of interest and concern in the literature of political

discourse. In fact, the concept is undoubtedly as old as mankind. To this
extent, numerous scholars, researchers, groups and institutions have variously
conceived of the concept in different ways. However, the conception by the
United Nations remains the most universal, as its captures all the salient
elements and the real substance of the concept, in such a way that it seems to
be widely accepted by almost all the scholars and researches in the field. In the
view of the United Nations (1987, p. 4) human Rights refer to:
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Those rights which are inherent in our nature and without which
we cannot live as human beings. Human rights and fundamental
freedoms allow us to fully develop and use our human qualities,
our intelligence, our talents and our conscience and to satisfy
our spiritual and other needs. They are based on mankind’s
increasing demand for a life in which the inherent dignity and
worth of each human being will receive respect and protection.

It further to states that:
The denial of human rights and fundamental freedoms is not

only an individual and personal tragedy, but also creates
conditions of social and political unrest, sowing the seed of
violence and conflict within and between societies and nations.
As the first sentence of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights states, respect for human rights and human dignity “is
the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world”

(United Nations, 1987, p. 4).
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of protection and promotion of human rights. As a form of political
organization democracy conveys the notion that respect for individual
freedoms is the basis of political relationship. It is this fact that underscores
the inseparable relationship between democracy and human rights both in the
literatures of political discourse and in the policy environment. Regime type is
viewed as a critical factor in a country’s social and economic development,
and the presence of democracy is associated with superior civil society
(Muller and Seligson, 1994), increased economic equality (Kurzman et al.,
2002; Feng, 1997), and stronger provision of public services (Baum and Lake,
2003). The significance of democracy as a way to promoting respect for
human rights resides in the fact that it offers the promise of providing short-
term strategic guidance for reformers and policy makers (Bueno de Mesquita
et al.,, 2005).While these ideas are covered in the theoretical literature, they
also serve as the foundation for important foreign policies. The United States,
in particular, has consistently touted the spread of democracy as a cure for
many of the world's ills. One recurrent theme espoused by democracy’s
champions is that democracy is a better system for citizens because the quality
of human rights protection is higher in democracies than in non-democracies
(Smith, 2013).
The justification for this assumption is founded upon the salient features
of a democratic regime. As Henderson (1991, p. 123) asserts, democratic
attributes like “bargaining and compromise” prevent societal conflict from
becoming acute”. Moreover, in state responses to mass demonstrations,
democratic governments are “less likely to use repression because the regime
would be prepared to allow certain levels of domestic unrest to take place,”
which decreases the chance of violence perpetrated against citizens”
(Davenport 1995, pp. 690-691). In addition to this, Poe et al (1999) posits that
the executive branch does not have unlimited authority in democracies, which
means it is more difficult for democratic leaders to engage in systematic
repression. Other inherent qualities of a democratic system should directly
influence empowerment rights. As officials in democratic systems face
electoral challengers they are not as prone to repressive tactics as authoritarian
leaders who do not have to fear regular removal from office (Davenport,
1999). And in a democratic system, repression is not a viable option for
leaders who desire re-election and may be expelled from office if they engage
in inappropriate behavior (Zanger, 2000).

Essentially, democracy is a universal aspiration. Throughout the world,
women and men demand to live lives of liberty, dignity and security in open
and democratic societies underpinned by human rights and the rule of law.
Sustainable peace, development and prosperity are possible only when
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Theoretical Framework
The norm in social sciences demands that investigations be made

within suitable frameworks in order to enhance the scientific study and general
understanding of the issue or phenomenon under consideration. As noted by
Goode and Hatt (1952), the importance of theoretical framework 1n a study
lies in the fact that social science research is theory based and its operations
are guided by relevant principles of human behaviour. However, this paper
seeks to examine the challenges of human rights in Nigeria under the current
democratic dispensation that ushered in the country into its fourth republic. In
other words, this study is essentially on the challenges facing human rights
protection and promotion since the return to democracy in 1999. In view of
this, the paper adopts the Social Contract Theory to advance its argument.
Notwithstanding, there are other theories that can be deployed in this paper but
the view that political power originally derives from the people, especially in a
democracy makes social contract theory most appropriate and suitable for this
study.

It is pertinent o note that the Social Contract Theory is of many
versions propounded respectively by different writers, but most notable among
them are the versions espoused by Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Jean-Jacques

Rousseau. These writers have different, but complementary ideas of the social

contract that brought the modern state into existence. Thomas Hobbes, for

instance, bases his account of The Social Contract and the origin of the state
on human nature in the state of nature, where all men have equal power and
ability to do whatever they can do. He describes man as an egoistic being,
always seeking how his interests and desires could be achieved. Hobbes says
that the state of nature is devoid of political institutions, hence there is noO
sovereign authority overseeing the affairs of men. As such, utter anarchy and
state of war reigns in the state of nature as men struggle for power. glory and
security. Hobbes explains that the struggle in the state of nature was constant
and has no rules due to the absence of an authority Of arbitrator 0 enforce
rules. The equal power and reason that everyone enjoys in the state of nature
even put the weakest in a position t0 outdo and kill the strongest in the
persistent war situation. To this end, there was general suspicion, fear,
violence, and death staring at everyone in the state of nature (Irele, 1998).
Hobbes describes the situation in the state of nature in a language of utter
gloom, despair and pessimism (Irele, 1998, p- 40), arguing that there is nO
culture, no industry, nO science, no society, “and which is worst of all,
continual fear and danger of violent death. And the life of man, solitary, poor

nasty, brutish and short” (Hobbes, 1963, p-113).
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interference by others, the Law of Nature places restrictions on everyone,
thereby making it relatively peaceful against Hobbes’ assumption (Internet
Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, n. d.; Irele, 1998). Locke believes that there is
natural reason which is in operation in the state of nature, which enables
everyone to judge correctly, making the environment convenient for all.
Notwithstanding, the state of nature becomes inconvenient when men abandon
the natural reason and become irrational (Irele, 1998). “The abandonment of
reason would then lead to a chaotic state; in fact to the Hobbesian state of war,
and life would become difficult” (Irele, 1998, p. 45). It is mainly for this
reason that men have to abandon the State of Nature by agreeing together or
entering into a contract to form civil government (Internet Encyclopaedia of
Philosophy, n. d.). In Locke’s opinion, men have some form of natural rights
in the state of nature including the rights to freedom, life and property.
Therefore, social contract entered into by men or the transition from the state
of nature to the civil society, arises from the need to preserve these rights,
especially the rights to personal property. It is in view of this that, against
Hobbes preference for an absolute ruler, Locke subscribes to the idea of a
limited government with a primary duty to protect life, freedom and most
importantly, property, which constitute the natural rights that men enjoyed in
the state of nature (Irele, 1998). In his strand of the Social Contract Theory,
Locke argues for the rights of the citizens to revolt against the ruler or king in
case of inability to protect their rights. This idea greatly influenced the
democratic revolutions in the United States (Internet Encyclopaedia of
Philosophy, n. d.).

Jean-Jacque Rousseau also anchors his Social Contract Theory on the
state of nature. However, he does not paint a dark image of the state of nature
as Hobbes does. For him, man was a natural and happy being in the state of
nature, though without a sense of morality or immorality. Rousseau says that
man is not also isolated in that state, but only experienced a loose relationship
with other fellows. According to Rousseau, self-respect and compassion which
man naturally possesses are the only natural human sentiments in that state.
This self-respect Rousseau talks about is not borne out of egoism. Inequality,
for him, partly arose in human communities as men successfully conquered
other animals. From then, men began comparing themselves with one another
and strove to excel above each other in all endeavours. Inequality also arose as

a result of increase in human communities’ productive capacity stemming
from the invention of fire, metallurgy and agriculture. These consequently led
to the idea of individual wealth and ownership of private property. Rousseau
posits, therefore, that the man that first enclosed a piece of land and called it
his own was the real founder of the civil society. This is because those who
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that it continues to protect the individual’s natural rights enjoyed in the state of
nature. If the state fails to protect these rights, Locke contends that the power
rests with the subjects to replace the ruler or even completely abolish the

government.

Nigeria’s Human Rights Experience before the Fourth Republic
Nigeria has a bad historic track record for human rights. It has survived
dictatorial regimes and military juntas since its independence in 1960. Her
post-independence history was overshadowed by the depredations of a series
of corrupt, abusive, and unaccountable governments. Between independence
in 1960 and 1999, Nigeria produced only two elected governments and both
were overthrown in military coups before completing a second term in office.
Nigeria’s military ruled the country for nearly 30 of its first 40 years of
independence  (International Federation for Human Rights, 2010).
Nevertheless, all the four constitutions written since 1960 - 1963, 1979, 1989
and 1999, and all the laws in the statute books relevant to rule of law and
human rights show remarkable consistency in respecting the principle of
preserving human dignity through good governance. The framework for
upholding human dignity such as division of powers among three realms of
governance (Executive, Legislative and Judiciary) and rights and obligations
of citizens has also been left intact by each constitution (Chukwumerije, n. d.).
Despite this fact, Violations of human rights including torture,
suppression of freedoms of association and expression, detention without
trials, abuse of rule of law and due process, excessive lawlessness, extra-
judicial executions, expulsion from school and dismissal from work without a
fair hearing, joblessness, unpaid salaries, pensions and gratuities for years,
corruption, violations of women’s rights, discrimination against lesbians, gay,
transgender and bisexual (LGBT) people, misappropriation of public
resources, weak and inefficient oversight mechanisms have grown to become
the country’s scourge and worst enemy resulting in a legacy of
underdevelopment and abject poverty for the majority of the
country(International Federation for Human Rights, 2010).The government's
human rights record was mixed and generally worse during military rule,
when decrees were exempted from legal challenge. Until the late 1970s, when
military rulers deprived many citizens of their rights through detention without
trial, physical assault, torture, harassment, and intimidation, the issue of
human rights was not a major concern. It had been taken for granted that
having a bill of rights guaranteed human rights. Thus, the independence
(1960), republican (1963), Second Republic (1979), and Third Republic
(1989) constitutions had elaborate sections on fundamental human rights. The
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e society. Several other organizations criticized the

governmem’s violations of civil rights and urged remedial measures. These
groups included NANS, the NBA, the NLC, and the Nigeria Union of
Journalists. In 1988 another human rights organization, the Committee for the
Defence of Human Rights, was founded by Dr. Beko Ransome-Kuti, the
radical deputy chairman of the NMA detained under the Buhari government.
When Babangida toppled Buhari in August 1985, one of his main arguments
was the need to restore civil liberties. The new regime prided itself on being a
defender of human rights, and many of Babangida’s initial acts justified his
human rights posture. He scrapped the NSO, threw open its cells and replaced
it with the State Security Service (SSS) and other agencies; he released most
of the politicians detained without trial and drastically reduced the jail terms of
those already convicted; he appointed Bola Ajibola, the NBA president noted
for his human rights advocacy, as minister of justice and attorney general; he
scrapped Decree Number 4 and reduced the punishment for drug traffickers
from public execution to jail terms: he annulled the proscript'ron of “radical”
groups such as the NMA and NANS; and he persisted with plans to restore
civilian rule by 1992 (Mongabay, 1991).
In other ways, however, human rights remained substantially
cribed in 1990. Decree Number 2 remained in place, and numerous
citizens had been incarcerated under it, although the allowable period of
detention without charge was reduced from six months t0 six weeks in January
1990. With the aid of this and other decrees that restricted freedom usually
promulgated retrospectively, such radical and outspoken critics of the
government s Gani Fawehinmi, Tai Solarin, and Balarabe Musa were
regularly detained. Despite having annulled Decree Number 4, the government

had several brushes with media organizations. In 1988 Newswatch Wwas
proscribed for six months, and journalists, academics, and civil rights activists
continued to be harassed by state security agents. Although the notorious NSO

stablishment in 1990 continued to act

was dissolved in 1986, the new security €

arbitrarily and with impunity. The government proscribed radical interest
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that has domesticated the African Charter on Human and people’s Rights.
However, the constitutional provision declaring economic, social and cultural
rights that are not justiciable contradicts the Charter. Therefore, Nigeria cannot

be held accountable by domestic courts for the lack of enforcement of basic
rights including the right to health, potable water, social assistance, education
Nigeria has sought visibility in

and food. Particularly in recent times,
international fora. In 2006, it presented its candidate and was elected as a
member of the Human Rights Council (HRC) of the United Nations (UN). In

June 2008, it was elected as President of the HRC, office that it held until June
2009. Responsibility to protect and promote human rights is a primary role of
States and abidance by all their commitments is promoted by the HRC.
Furthermore, in November 2008, Nigeria hosted the 44th session of the
African Commission on Human and People’s Rights (ACHPR) and President
Umaru Musa Yar’ Adua was elected in December 2008 for oneyear as the new
Chairman of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).
However, this engagement at the international level has not been accompanied
by adequate measures to involve civil society. It is reported, for example, that
no publicity was given to the fact that the 44™ session of the ACHPR, during
which the human rights situation in Nigeria was reviewed, was being held in
Abuja. Also, Nigeria’s membership of the HRC has not been accompanied by
effective measures 0 improve the domestic human rights situation as pledged
at the time of the election (Intemational Federation for Human Rights, 2010).
To this end, it is theoretically clear that following the return to civilian
rule in 1999, Nigeria has made concerted efforts at improving human rights
situation in the country but these efforts are yet to be accompanied by

concrete optimal impr wledged that

ovements. Although it is generally ackno
the advent of democracy has brought about significant turn-around in the field
of human rights, instances O

£ violations of human rights of the citizens by state
and non-state actor are occastonally witnessed. Indeed, the country is still
faced with many human rights challenges that demand urgent attention if more
tangible successes are to be recorded. However, it must be mentioned that the
condition of human rights under the p

resent democratic system is signiﬁcamly
better than the experience during the long period 0

f military rule. The
situations are entirely divergent and cannot be compared on any grounds.

Major Human Rights Challenges in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic
dous success in the field of

Although Nigeria has recorded tremen
99, there still exists a vast

human rights since the end of military rule in 19
array of factors militating against the attainment of the desired level of



246 Hassan A. Saliu, Solomon 1. Ifejika and Fatima O. Aliu

improvement in the human rights situation in the country. The chief of these
issues are highlighted and succinctly examined below as followed:

Partial Independence and Inefficient Judicial System
The judiciary is the third arm of government which entails law, judges
and courts. Its primary function is the interpretation of laws and it exists to
safeguard the constitution as well as protect individual’s rights and privileges
from the overzealous and tyrannical members of the government (Ranney,
1966). In addition to interpreting and applying the law with certainty and
uniformity in specific cases, the judiciary also performs other functions. These
include the application of law in the settlement of disputes, prevention of
wrongful acts, issuance of declaratory judgements, judicial review and the
protection of individual rights by constituting a check on the arbitrary use of
power by government. The courts further provide declaratory judgements or
judicial determination of the rights of parties existing under statutes, contracts,
will or other documents. Such judgements enable the parties to ascertain their
respective rights without becoming involved in wasteful or unavoidable
litigation (Anifowose, 1999). “The efficient discharge of these functions
requires the existence of an independent judiciary, which is free from external
control and characterised by impartiality in the administration of justice by the
courts” (Anifowose, 1999, p. 187).
In Nigeria, the nature of the judiciary in the Fourth Republic is
contained in chapter 7 (sections 230-296) of the 1999 Constitution. This
chapter outline the structure of the court system, their compositions and
functions. The Nigeria judiciary as provided in the constitution has the
primary responsibility of interpreting and applying the laws of the country in
the settlement of disputes. A cursory look at the provisions of the 1999
Constitution of Nigeria indicates that the document extols the virtues of an
independent judiciary committed to the protection of the rule of law in the
country (Okereke, 2009). Unfortunately, going by the criteria of independence
and impartiality in the administration of justice, especially in cases of human
rights violations, the Nigeria judicial system is widely known for its highly
unimpressive performance. Indeed, from the pre-colonial to post-colonial
periods Nigeria has never had a proactive and functional legal system that
truly protected individual rights. This is part of the reasons the North broke out
and insulated themselves against the center with their Sharia Courts and
Jurisprudence, arguing that the constitutional courts are irrelevant o the society
and the people (Nairaland Forum, 2009).
The appalling posture of the Nigerian judicial system and processes
has remained one of the major contributors to the undesirable human rights
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p mmiongufnlty to embezzling 2.9 billion Nai o gOVemOR o
. He had a plea bargain with EF(;rC"I1 ZV;IC;Ch trarflsmeS P
was fined 3.5

million Naira ($29

,167) and di

mil d by
el i 21(1)(;t3§erve any jail time (Human Rights Watch

Discon
nect between the People and Governm
ent

Generall o

rightly be tracea)tl;leﬂtloe tﬁpohnca.l attitude in Nigeria is -
Nigerians mostly Perce'e negative perception of Nigeria very high. This can
?rl‘ld ﬁppressive charactelrv Zn%o,:: [rnmer;t as a hostile entit;SdibeO?c: %fc‘)vernmem,
ill the post-ind | nature of the Nigeri e coercive
meaning and esesiiz(:n;fpff:mds' G‘?Vernmen:’in zll\rlllcsrteitlz t;lr: md[he colonial era
West where government i e word in other parts of the w s defeated the real
independence in the 1960ls'Seen more as saviour rather ?}:ld’ especially the
irresponsible and highly CO““ date, Nigeria has had abusi an enemy. Since
rrupt civilian and military GOVe;:lfr’le“':aC?umable,
© nts that do not
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e citizens. As 2 result, Nigerians generally se€
evil that exists in the interest of those at the
d in high level distrust and bartered image

disloyalty to government and lack of patriotism among
are generally nggrieved due to the negative attitude of

government towards their welfare. Moreover, the nature of politics also
contributes to the rising apol'mcal attitude in the country. The do-or-die kind
of politics that prevails in Nigeria discourages well-meaning and responsible
Nigerians with goodwill for the masses from contesting for politica\ offices as
thuggery and assassination of opponents remain the order of the day during

elections. This also indirectly discourages many Nigerians from exercising
for fear of the potential dangers. It usually

their franchise during elections
many Nigerians 0 accept tO exercise their

takes financial inducement for
hen deciding their leaders and this deprives them of their right

of the candidates of their choices.

care about the welfare of th
government as a necessary
corridor of power. This has resulte

of government,
Nigerians, who

voting rights W
to vote in favour

Cultural and Religious Practices
In Nigeria, culture and religion also pose serious challenges to

realisation of human rights dreams in Nigeria. Mainly, Nigerian women fall
victims of all kinds of abuses of personal dignity and injustices due to cultural
and religious practices. The women are subject 1O cultural pressures that are

idowhood practice, culture demands

inconsistent with human rights. In the w1
within the community dies. his widow must

that when a man of significance
act in a certain way as documented by Akpo Offiong Bassey in her studies of
the Cross River State. First off, the woman must go into seclusion. They are
also forced to neglect their bodies; they are not allowed to shave, bath, or
change their clothing. They have to rub cow dung and palm oil on their bodies
and must also sleep on the floor. Widows are also expected t0 wear black, the
color of mourning, for twWo years (0 properly show their 10s8 and respect for
their late husband. Again, in Nigeria, around 43% of women aré married under
18 years old. One popular source of legislation that was first brought forward
in 1991 and became national law in 2003 is the Child Rights Act. Among
other factors t0 protect children from abuses and discrimination, Section 21
and 23 of the act made it illegal to marry off a child below the age of 18 Ifa
man consummates 2 marriage with 2 child, it is considered rape- The Child
Rights Act competes with sharia 1aw in some states as well as with customs
and cultural expectations in different regions. The Child Rights Act has not
been enacted in 13 of Nigeria's 16 states where other cultural factors are
largely influencing the laws that aré enacted. Some also believe that it is the
high levels of child marriage that leads Nigeria 10 having the highest global
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communities where attacks have occurred in 2012, soldiers were alleged to
have burned homes and executed Boko Haram suspects or residents with no
apparent links to the group. Nigerian authorities have rarely brought anyone to
justice for these crimes (Human Right Watch, 2013). Unarguably, the
upheaval has further contributed to the deterioration of the country’s human
rights conditions.

Recently, no fewer than 185 persons, including women and children,
have been killed and more than 2000 houses destroyed in an intense fighting
between the military and suspected members of Boko Haram sect in Baga, a
fishing community in Kukawa Local Government Area of Borno State.
Soldiers were said to have bombarded the remote town of Baga near the
Nigerian border with Chad for hours exchanging rocket-propelled grenades
and heavy machine-gun fire with insurgents in the neighbourhoods filled with
civilians. The fighting saw insurgents’ fire rocket-propelled grenades as
soldiers sprayed machine-gun fire into the neighbourhoods. A resident of Baga
town whose name was given as Mallam Bana noted that the soldiers were
brutal and mindless in their approach that night, as they killed people and
burnt our houses, and chased everyone into the bush including women and
children. About a total of 185 corpses were buried, while some were burnt
beyond recognition; others were hospitalized with various degrees of burns
(Marama, 2013).

However, the military argued that the conflagration that consumed the
town and the resultant deaths should be blamed on the Boko Haram terrorists
who opened fire on soldiers and were using civilians as human shield. It also
denied allegations by the residents that the shootout was unprovoked.
President Goodluck Jonathan has ordered a full-scale probe into the incident at
Baga in Borno State and assured Nigerians and the global community that
Nigeria “places the highest possible value on the lives of all citizens of the
country and that his administration will continue to do everything possible to
avoid the killing or injuring of innocent bystanders in security operations
against terrorists and insurgents” (Marama, 2013, p. 12). Moreover, a
statement by Dr. Reuben Abati, Special Adviser to the President on Media and
Publicity also indicated that the rules of engagement for the military and
security agencies for this purpose were already brought in place. Thus, the
investigation ordered by President Jonathan into the Baga incident was to
determine whether or not these rules were fully complied with, among other
things (Marama, 2013). But the big question is: What has been the outcome of

the investigation into the Baga incident so far?

Similarly, the Apo incident, in Abuja, the Federal Capital Territory of

Nigeria has also raised serious concerns about military adherence to the rules
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ng with local families, while others live out in the open

Diffa region are residi
The Niger authorities have granted

with limited food and water resources.
them “‘temporary refugee status,” but have stopped short of setting up camps

for fear that these will become targets of Boko Haram attacks (Human Rights
Watch, 2014). The Boko Haram insurrection has the tendency to result in
more deplorable human rights situation in the countr
not quickly adopted to unravel the unfortunate situation.

These and many more issues constitute the major impediments 10
achieving the needed results in the improvement of human rights protection
and promotion in Nigerian since the abrogation of military rule in 1999.
However, it must be stated that these problems can be surmounted as
democratic ideals become moOre firmly entrenched in the country and with
adequate measures adopted to bring

y if curative measures are

the obstacles under proper control.

Towards Improving Nigeria’s Human Rights Conditions in the Fourth
Republic

In order to improve the human
recommends the following measures:

There is the need to initiate more proactive refor
system and processes in order to strengthen the institution to truly serve as a
guardian and watchdog against any forms of violations of the fundamental
human rights of the citizens. Its independence and autonomy as guarameed by
the constitution should be observed and respected by other arms of the
government in order to enhance its functional effectiveness in the field of
human rights. More effective mechanisms that make for speedy dispensation

of justice, especially in the cases of human rights should be adopted o
ds. The National Human Rights

conform to internationally accepted standar
hould embark on an audit of detention

Commission (NHRC) working group $
igerian authorities should provide

centres across Nigeria, and appropriate N
including the military detention

unrestricted access to all detention centres,
tial as it would help to increase accountability

facilities. This is highly essen
i with internationally accepted human rights

and transparency, and compliance
standards. It will also allow the NHRC to fully execute its legal mandate as
stated under Section 6 (1) (d) of the National Human Rights Commission
(Amendmem) Act 2011, which gives the commission powers t0 visit prisons,
police cells and other places of detention in order to ascertain the conditions
thereof and make recommendations t0 the appropriate authorities.
Nigerian Government should comply with the Nigerian Constitution and
the international and regional instruments ratified by Nigeria and, notably the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the

rights situation in Nigeria, this paper

ms in the judicial
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International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)
and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. There is the need to
evaluate its domestic legislations in order to bring them in conformity with
international and regional human rights standards in so far as the legislation
should allow for the full enjoyment of fundamental rights and freedoms
(International Federation for Human Rights, 2010).

To tackle the problem of entrenched official corruption and other sharp
practices leading to violation of the human rights of the citizens, the
independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission
(ICPC) and Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) should start
biting instead of barking. They should intensify their efforts in bringing
officials at all levels of government suspected to be involved in any corrupt act
to book and to ensure that they are duly prosecuted. In order to achieve this,
there is the need to embrace best practices in crime investigation and control
as obtain in advanced countries of the world. This would help to send warning
signal to would be officials that may want to embark on corruption. The
Nigerian police should also join hands with the ICPC and EFCC in waging
war against corruption in the country. And there is also the need for the
Nigerian police to first of all sanitise itself and ensure that stigma it has
attracted to itself as a result of high level corruption that has bedevilled it over
the years is removed. This would help to rebuild confidence and faith in the
police and enable it to play a vital role in the protection of the rights of
Nigerian citizens. The way to achieving this is immediate dismissal of

personnel found guilty of any offence relating to corruption and other acts
capable of undermining and violating the rights of Nigerians.

Government should take positive steps towards rebuilding public trust
and confidence in it, and initiate proactive programs that would help to bridge
the wide gap between it and the populace. There is also the need to sensitize
and re-orientate Nigerian politicians and leaders in government in order for
them to understand that public or political offices at any level of government
are meant to serve the interest of the entire populace irrespective of ethnic or
tribal differences rather than the interest of particular groups.

Cultural and religious practices leading to abuses of the human dignity
of the citizens’ need to be proscribed and the constitution of Nigeria should be
the general guiding principle of all human affairs in the country. This would
help to reduce the rate at which Nigerians, especially the women and female
children are abused in the name of certain cultural or religious norms and
practices that are usually inhuman and reduces their human dignity.

Government should adopt adequate proactive measures to ensure drastic
reduction in the illiteracy level in the country, so as to enable the people to
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