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Findings

Table 1. Demographic Profile

Variable  Frequency Percentage (%) 
Age   
21–25 4 2.8 
26–30 43 30.7 
31–35 30 21.5 
36 and above 63 45.0 
Total  140 100 
Gender

   
Male

 
84

 
60.0

 Female
 

56
 

40.0
 Total

 
130

 
100

 Qualification
   OND

 
10

 
7.2

 HND
 

30
 

21.5
 B.Sc.

 
75

 
53.5

 M.Sc.
 

20
 

14.3
 PhD

 
5

 
3.5

 Total

 
140

 
100
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Table 2: Most Prevalent Types of Unethical Practices in Online Journalism as Perceived by Practitioners

S/N Items SA A D SD Mean  Std. D 

  1 Faking story 50 (35.7) 22(15.7) 38 (27.2) 30(21.) 3.28 .86 

2 Misleading headlines 24 (17.1) 38(27.2) 68 (48.5) 10 (7.1) 2.86 .79 

3 Cyber-bullying 82 (58.5) 5 (3.5) 30 (21.4) 23(16.) 3.63 .56 

4 Media accountability 20 (14.2) 24(17.1) 18 (12.8) 78(55.) 2.21 .79 

5 Privacy 68 (48.5) 38(27.1) 24 (17.1) 10 (7.1) 3.74 .55 

6 Cut throat desperation 

for advertisement  

24 (17.1) 68(48.5) 38 (27.1) 10 (7.1) 3.47 .76 
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Table 3: Perceptions of how the new media environment has influenced unethical practices within the
              profession

S/n Items SA A D SD Mean Std. D. 

1. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of plagiarism among 

journalists 

50(35.8) 10(7.2) 60(42.) 20(14.) 2.21 .79 

2. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of   demand and collection of 

bribery among journalists 

64(45.2) 28 (20) 24(17.) 24 (42) 3.25 .86 

3. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of inaccurate reporting among 

journalists 

84 (60) 26(18.) 15(10.) 15(10.) 3.47 .76 

4. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of sensationalism among 

journalists 

70 (52) 34(25.) 17(12.) 15(10.) 3.28 .86 
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5. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Sycophancy among 

journalists 

84 (60) 20(14.) 20(14.) 16(11.) 3.47 .76 

6. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Character Assassination 

among journalists 

48(34.2) 46(32.) 23(16.) 23(16.) 2.90 .86 

7. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Pressure on journalists 

60(42.9) 44(31.) 18(12.) 18(12.) 2.47 1.07 

8. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Afghanistanism (avoidance 

of hot local issues) among 

journalists 

82(58.5) 16(11.) 20(14.) 22(15.) 3.56 .78 

10. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Self -censorship among 

journalists 

28 (20) 22 

(15.8) 

36 

(25.7) 

54 

(38.5) 

1.65 0.54 

11. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Freebies and Junket 

journalism among journalists 

54 

(38.5) 

30 

(21.4) 

30 

(21.4) 

26 

(18.5) 

2.98 .87 

12. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Self -censorship among 

journalists 

52 

(37.1) 

52 

(37.1) 

8 (5.7) 28 (20) 2.90 .86 

13. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Brown envelops among 

journalists 

24 

(17.2) 

38 

(27.2) 

48 

(34.2) 

30 

(21.4) 

1.65 0.54 

9. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Moonlighting among 

journalists 

58(41.4) 36 (25.7)

 

20 

(14.2) 

26 

(18.5) 

2.90 .86 



journalists 

14. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Faking stories among 

journalists 

46 

(32.8) 

40 

(28.6) 

30 

(21.4) 

24 

(17.2) 

2.98 .87 

15. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Hacking among journalists 

20 

(14.2) 

24 

(17.1) 

50 

(35.7) 

46 

(32.8) 

1.65 0.54 

16. The new media environment 

has aggravated the incidence 

of Hate Speech among 

24 

(17.2) 

38 

(27.2) 

48 

(34.2) 

30 

(21.4) 

2.98 .87 
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