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NTIAL SPEECH OF PRESIDENT
MUHAMMADU BUHARI N COVID-19 PANDEMIC

By

Monsurat Aramide Nurudeen
Department of English,
University of Tlorin
Mmonsurat.a@unilorin, edu.ng

A bstract

litical speeches are significant in the growth
fZﬁon. With the outbreak qnd spread of the dreq

lobe, political speeches have serve as major device for polltl'C(II l:?:ejliiz
go "l the pandemic. How the utterances in the speeches are fashione il g
curtala e to suit the needs of the citizens/audience and effectively aCh‘eV; i
langyd gnt 's/speaker’s intentional goals necessitated the stuajy. Anchort: 3
preﬂh’es (1983) politeness maxims, the study examined the polzten'ess sga '6519
fneilie first presidential speech of President Mukamm;z_;z’uﬁf:h;:‘; o;ua :;;ative

; ] hod subsuming qualita ; :

pandem ic. Content anqusw i tation was adopted to the analysis of sixty-
methods of data anal){szs and presenta zoe OB BN ossa f President
- iy e)g’re];i;zoa’:; Io’;la t?:iﬂ It ;)Z;r{im{; i ;dings revealed a preponde;g;t
o tu f tact and generosity maxims. The two maxims account Jl‘”or e ;
employTen : tively of the total utterance population and are emp 0)_’; y
i e sitizity and confidence to the needs of the Nzg‘erufn ci zzelno
portrqy acute Zen ak of the pandemic. The inclusive pronoun ‘we vyas afv
i PZ n the context to exhibit sincerity, a sense of COlleC”‘;‘_f g o
frequently employe ld responsibility. The study conclude‘d that po zlter;;e i
fedingé} e cizg:ael for pglitical leaders in achieving ;j?e?tverggtmmumca 0
Strategies are : . ; midst of unrest.
and a;gtaining their set objectn'/es pa;tﬁt;iai;?;;m A?uehammadu Bkl eaHhis
Key terms: COVID-19; politenes
Speech

-phase and governance of any
ded COVID-19 virus across the

Introduction age in our daily social interaction, ptog:issnzsfs;:rtz;lilr;
. . 4 u : & e

In funct10rgng with larlgf t%e intricacies of our diversities in

®0compassing because 75
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status, rank, and so on (Babatunge &

its custom segks . eg
.+ regardless of 1 ‘ S to -l
2008, p. 94). Every ‘?°’?’mumty ?nembers of its speech ¢q n}aln
: level of cordiality among r which mak Ulnty
cel-t'mtliiesef‘r’rown and disregard discourteous manne ©S the ¢
socie

e
social factors, such as age,

|
ta]u a’
Y

; Ce
lation as peace thrives whey . g !

. an i anre Pl
very significant in hum : : ite
politeness very SIgn it is flouted, there is uproar. This SUBBEStS thag ,,, "
maintained and when 1t 1 . o tteran
have positive and negative effects in every 1ve acts Spece‘
situations, and interpersonal relationships. )

The need for effective communication in any given speech event hag encoy,

the study of language use in different contexts and situations, The role o “q
communication in governance cannot be undermined especially ip pof?O_lne
discourses where polite forms of expressions are utilised by politicy iy
particularly, in speech deliveries to persuade and reassure the Populace thy thEr y
needs will be met and their voices would be heard. I

I l) l N- ] 1. 1 ] .

their Speeches to ach; i
1eve their set phiaor:
the stud : , Objectives pe : :
Buharj )i/ne);l?smg: Stthe leltenFSS Strategies emgl(is Z:i%e 1nVe§tlgated. Therefore,
explicates o = PIESidential spoect on Co Yed by President Muhammady
S how the Politenegs Strate VID-19 pandemic. The study

ie
n and SUbsequemly b SC *p Yed, convey the president’s /
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(O atics
ma )
{Z:g o Stgdtlt‘:: t?fe factors thyy govern th
jon an errect of ¢ _ the che
iﬂtefﬂsstpragmatics 1S COHCem:(rl 3&?}11%8 on othe::ox:cord_
P ing of utterances rather thay, ANguage ing to Wales (1989,

¢ Use which i -

- ents further that the meaning grfammatlcal sentence grc;t:;: e:s‘iet?o:”’fhst::
0" ersonal communication gity Ol an utterance comes f; P ' d
e of Pragmatics is ¢ ations, which involves th fom contextual an

The Scdpthe R it Xpanded by Bla emore (1992e tsﬁ’eaker and !1stener.
peyon I thse by considering the frta ) i;t iragmahcs goes
context OF fpth » € Teaction of the hegrer wh'olr: g g el
qrerpretation of the proposition. Thomag (1995, p.22 ich determines possible
gating that Pragmatics is ‘meaning in inte » P-22) joins the enterprise by
ot inherent in words alone nor ig it produ
s a dynamic process that involves the n

nd hearer, the context of utterance and

5 of language in social

ced by.the speaker or hearer alone, but
egotiation of meaning between speaker
the potential meaning of an utterance.”

These definitions (.)f Pragmatics make context the crux of communication
because understanding tl}e context of discourse enables deciphering non literal-
meanings and speakers’ intentions. Thus, without context, meanings may not be

generated. Pragmatics therefore bridges the gap between what is said and what
is intended, ultimately enhancing successful interaction.

Theoretical and Analytical Framework

The Concept of Politeness

Politeness is the ability of participants in a social interaction to exchange in a
situation of relative harmony. Hence, to be polite means behaving in a manner
that is socially correct and showing awareness of and caring for other person’s
feeling. This serves as a bedrock to politeness phenomena; a manifestation of the
wider concept of etiquette or behaviour (Grundy 2008).

Thomas (1995, p. 149) traces the historical antecedent of politeness within the
field of Pragmatics to fifty- five years back. Thomag (p. 149) goes further to state
that, “there has been a great deal of interest in politeness to such an extent that

Politeness theory could almost be seen as a sub discipline of Pragmatics.”

Different theories and approaches of politeness have propounded by different

Scholars which has provided a rich literature to draw from, to include: Lakoff
74
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(1978 1987), Fraser (1978), Leech (1933) B

' U
1973), Brown and Levinson s (2005). b

kulka (1987/ 1990), Locher an

i lars. According ¢
ntly by various scho . ording o1,
etheysoZially correct thing. Politeness i ; ofp

fo

: i aintains comity (Leech, 1983). In tanden11
i behgl;gu tl'g)t) e:rtgzgss l}cli:lta‘r‘ll(’idirilteness could be’fregte_cll als aI_f;lXICd conce;::
Yull"tee(socia’l Ib);ahaviour or etiquette within a cultur €. Sl_ml Zr )t’, 1;)' mes (2009,
30711 1) states that “Politeness is a strategic interac‘tlon allmte;o :Shélfc ‘;ei;/ling 8o,
sx.lch as avoiding conflicts and maintaining hagpomous 1“;6P fl) liteness s :th'ers.»
This view echoes Adegbija (1989, p.58) position thé}t Fivg OCiateg
with situations in which one speaks or behaves 1 a way IS Socialjy

» Therefore, the
acceptable and pleasant to the hearer.” Therel !
politeness as a socially appropriate behaviour which runs through theg,

definitions.

Politeness has been deﬁnc?d differ
(1975, p.53), to be polite s saying

Crucial to the theory of politeness is the variable of ‘Power’. P‘c‘)wer commands
respect and formality. According to Palmer (1981, pp. 62-63), POwEs Involves
the asymmetric relations of being older than, parent of, employer of, 'rlcher than,
the other.” Also, Salifu (2008, p. 279) states that “power reflects relative superior
status, social distance, unfamiliarity, and deference.”

Leech’s (1983) Politeness Principle and Maxims
The most widely applauded and accepted theories of politeness in pragmatics are
those of Geoffrey Leech’s principle and maxims, and Brown and Levinson’s
model of politeness face theory and strategies. Leech (1983), states that
politeness is located within the domain of interpersonal rhetoric. That 18, the
focus is on the speaker’s goal rather than his or her illocutionary goal. In other
words, it deals with how interlocutors make use of language to communicate
with others, express feelings and attitude. Leech (p.131) defines “politeness as a
phenomenon concerning a relationship between two participants (which he
labels ‘self” / the speaker and ‘other’ / the hearer).” Leech introduces the
politeness principle which states:
“Minimise (other things being equal) the expression of
maximise (other things being equal) the expression of
81).

of impolite beliefs;
polite beliefs. ” (r

75

re is a common theme o
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: impolite beliefs
olite and impo AIEIS are understood beli : : ,
Tb;’ gmfavourable respectively, to the hearer of ae glelf‘jj’ :; l:tl;h are ‘favourable
¥ .

identifies s : ;
e '113' izlz(li?ﬁ:xcharslgs;xxg m;mms which show how politeness operates if
acoﬂ"ersé 1 ek - According to Leech, “the maxims stands in the sameé
o8 ionship 5 oy axims, and they are linked to the illocutionary acts that
mostly occ;llr m(.i They are: maxims of tact, generosity, approbation,
rnodesty, Sympaty At ag: eef_nent'towards others, and are thus discussed below:
The Tact Maxim (in directives [impositives] and commisives) minimize

f:ost to -other ((ima)qm'%ze benefit to other). In other words, minimizing
imposition and attending to the hearer’s interests wants and needs.

Generosity maxim (in directives and commisves): minimize benefits t0 self:
(maximize cost of self). That is, making a sacrifice as a means of pleasing the

othef.

Approbation Maxim in expressives and representatives (assertive): minimize
dispraise of other: [maximize praise of other]. This has to do with expression of
feelings and emotion.

Modesty Maxim (in expressive and representative): minimize praise of self:
[maximize dispraise of self]. In other words, expressing the weakness of self
thus, praising oneself is considered impolite.

Agreement Maxim (in representative) minimize disagreement between self and
other [maximize agreement between self and other] this suggests, that one has to
be in agreement with people to enhance the channel of communication.

Sympathy Maxim (in representatives) minimize antipathy between self and
other, [maximize sympathy between self and other] that is, showing concern for

the plight of others.

The observance of these maxims varies within cultures (Leech, 1983, Thomas,
1995) and they conflict, at times. When these maxims conflict, the importance
or values attached to each maxim in respective cultures determine which one
will supersede. Leech (1983) also establishes three scales, which are used for
determining how the maxims should be used and balanced.

76
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i The cost benefit Scale: weighs the costs and benefitg that g
will have on the speaker and audience. i

il Optionalit§ scale: weighs how much choice the goals o ;
speaker allow the audience. :

llrl, Indirectness scale: weighs how hard the audience myg; Work )
understand the speaker.

Methodolo £ g

Content ana%sis method subsuming qualitative apd C}llé}ntltaft‘ll‘\’f: n:tethods 0
analysis and presentation is adopted to the analysis 0 :lﬁy -h u celrancesi
full text of the first presidential speech of President Mu amfn;f} U Buhgy
Covid-19 pandemic. Ten of the sixty-five expressions o h.11s Speech %
qualitatively analysed to serve as samples for the d1scuss:10.n, wbl1 e the SIXtY-fiye
expressions are quantitatively analysed.and represente lm tables. The'data .
analysed using Leech’s politeness maxims and other relevant pragmatj, toolg
namely: mutual contextual beliefs, inferences, angi lptentlop.. The amalgamation
of these analytical frameworks in the data analysis is to critically €Xamine f,

the politeness maxims cooperate to achieve the president’s aim of Persuasjqy

While mutual contextual belief (MCBs) is based on Bach and Harnish’g (1979
intention and inference theory that examines how spegker and hearer make out
some inferences in a speech event: both of them that is, the speaker ang hearg;
will base their roles on certain facts shared by them. Such facts are we]] knowy
to both interlocutors are vital to the encoding of the messages.

¢
0n

Inference on the other hand, deals with how hearers deduce meaning from what
is said and what is not said in an utterance. “It is also said to mean the deductive
process through which the addressee or hearer progresses from the literal
meaning of an utterance to what the speaker actually intends to express’

(Osisanwo 2003, p. 90). The factors that serve as input into the inference

procedure includes and are not limited to world knowledge, MCBs, implicature
and context,

Also ‘intention’ refers to the
of a speaker or a hearer. Inten
order, persuad
utterances be

goal purpose to be achieved, resident in the mind

tion may therefore be an attempt to inform, requés
e, encqurage, describe, etc. It is Very important in undersfandmgt
Cause 1In interactional exchanges, people can have diffe®
77
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: degbija (1999) opi -
ons. AdeEOY (1999) opines that intentions can change as interaction

repll b : :
& o5 and can be modified in th ,
eSS ¢ course of Interpersonal interaction.

A bl :
Knﬂl %;is o'fn the Politeness Maxims of the Corpus Selection
o MOt :
T The tac; m?:;xu’ﬂ ;tates that one minimizes cost to other and maximize
penefit ©© other. In other words, minimizing imposition and attending 0 the

or's interests wants and needs. The tact maxim can be observed in the
following e'xpl"e.SSIOHZ

As mc.izv:duals, we remain the greatest weapon to fight the pandemic. By

washing our hands regularly with clean water and soap, disinfecting
frequently used surfaces and areas, coughing into a tissue o7 elbow an
strictly adhering to infection prevention control measures in health
facilities, we can contain this virus (Expression 10).

This utterance maximizes the expression of beliefs which imply benefit to others.
The pre81dent tactfully requests Nigerians to maintain good hygiene in order to
event the spread of the disease. adhering to these proactive measures s

.

peneficial to their wellbeing. The tact maxim is also revealed in the following
expression:
However, we must all see this as our national and patriotic duty 10
control and contain the spread of the virus. [ will therefore ask all of us
affected by this order to put aside our personal comfort to safeguard
ourselves and fellow human beings. T ne common enemy can only be
controlled if we all come together and obey scientific and medical advice

(Expression 47)

In the utterance above, the president maximizes the expression of beliefs which
imply benefit to others because the president admits that his administration
urgently needs to control the spread of the virus. Hence, Nigerian citizens are
geared to be actively involved towards the demanding exercise. The last sentence

in the utterance above, which states “this common enemy can only be controlled
ific and medical advice”, explains the need

if we come together and obey scient :
for this request. adhering t0 this important call by the president is to achieve the

overall aim of combating the spread of the virus.
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n also exhibit the tact maxim:

' ressio nment, we Will avai] o),
e following €XpIe>>T s a gover B
Th My fellow Nzgerzans»t hg response and recovery. We remgq;, . Cesy, \

ort : i,
S oo i1 to confront CO VID-19 in our countyy, (expy, 'tfed
to do whatever 1t takes to s%h

58)

Th ident maximizes the expression of beliefs which imply benefy; to Othey, |
e presi

- t is of outmost },

t his governmen eneg
dwells on the fact thq = . o |
;icae‘::n: epalliatives and organizations such as pldg}n iialirslpcfl’eztr(i hatve be? |
' glace to that effect. Also, the benefits to be derive ¢ ¥ Sh ateq in gy, |
umttgrance. That is, efforts put in place to prevent the spread of the Vinyg by

infected persons.

Similarly, the following expression depicts the maxim of tact: i,
I'will, therefore, implore you again to strictly comply with the guideling
issued and also do your bit to support the government and the Mmosy
vulnerable in your communities (expression 63).

This utterance minimises the imposition through attaining to the wants and needs

of Nigerians in their gravest moment. The speaker requests the cooperation ang

commitment of the citizens and their collective efforts in adhering to the

COVID-19 guidelines, as well as giving full support and believing in the

administration. What is requested is not much from the citizenry as the benefit
outweighs the risk.

Generosity Maxim

following expression exhibits the generosi
Fellow Nigerians, from the first s
was turning into an epidemic and
emergency, the Federal Govern
containment and curative measyy
(expressions 1 and 2).

ty maxim:
igns that Coronavirys, o COVID-19
was officially declared , world-wide

ment started Planning Preventive,
es in the event th, disease hj Nigeria

The utterance shows the administration’s plan ip Providing :
containment, and curative measure from the disease jg an arduougrfve;tll\llet,
ask tha

79 A
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Jes handwork and financial expenditure

) VOI =
bl’;neﬁt to others. Hence, it implies cost to self and

the generoslty maxim is manifesteq in the

AlSO, : .
Since his return, the NCDC has beep i
een implementing numerous strategies

d programs in Nigeri
z:: oﬁr cgountrylzv Zlf;';;a tfz ensure that the adverse impact of this V>
the Federal Ministry z)zfe HeW itZSk ag e s
i alth and NCDC are doing, led by the
Presidential Task Force. Although we have adopted sfrategies use

globally, our implementation pro _
Jocal realities (expressions | .f anfz’r;l zs i i 4 i fa

following expression:

This expression minimizes the expression of benefit to self as the speaker
qarrates the extent and advantage that the administration has put in place towards
curtailing tl}e virus. This has been achieved through the governmental body of
the NCDC in the country. The utterance also maximizes the expression of cost
o self, in the presidents’ willingness to curb the virus and ensure healthy life of

the citizenry.

The generosity maxim can also be observed where the president states:
In Nigeria, we are taking a two-step approach.
First, to protect the lives of our fellow Nigerians and residents living here
and second, to preserve the livelihoods of workers and business owners
to ensure their families get through this very difficult times in dignity and
with hope and peace of mind (expressions 15 and 16).

The utterance implies cost to self as it is geared towards working for the benefit
of others (the Nigerian citizens). In other words, the utterance maximizes the
expression of beliefs which imply benefits to the citizens because the president
dwells on the fact that his administration i interested in the sound health, state
of mind, and general well-being of Nigerians amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.

Similarly, the generosity maxim can be observed in this expression:
hat the conditional cash

For the most vulnerable in our society, I have directed t
hs be paid - mmediately. Our internally displace

transfers for the next two mont : , .
persons will also receive two months of food rations 10n the coming weeks
(expression 54)
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n of benefit tO self as the presiden;

the expressio . il
shows his commitment in curbing the virus, by showing Suppo 1o e citizens
who have been gravely affected by the pa_ndermp. T_hf-:1 uttt?l‘fa}nce a 310 maximizeg
the expression of cost to self as providing this k:trll Odmli?l?:;ﬁioiupgort fos
. s a %
months, involves huge financial cost tO 6 other
sl ¢ administration’s effort towards the

words, the utterance accentuates the
pandemic.

The expression minimizes

Likewise, the following expression indicates that the pres%den.t 1mp1'ies cost tg
self as it is geared towards working for the benefit of the Nigerian citizens:

My fellow Nigerians, as a government, W€ will ava1l_ all necessary Tesources t
support the response and recovery. We remain committed to do whatever it takeg

to confront COVID-19 in our country (expression 58).

Approbation Maxim : : :
The approbation maxim states that on minimize dispraise of other and maximize

praise of others. This maxim has t0 do with expression of feelings and emotion
and is employed by the president in his speech as exemplified thus:

Fellow Nigerians,

From the first signs that Coronavirus, or COVID-19 was turning into an

epidemic and was officially Jeclared a world-wide emergency, the
rted planning preventive, containment and

Federal Government star
curative measures in the event the disease hits Nigeria. (expressions |

and 2)
The speaker/the president minimises the expression of beliefs which expresses

the dispraise of others as the president accord respect to “fellow Nigerians” who
have employed his services. The greeting is also employed to open the speech as

well as to lure the attention of the Nigerian citizens.

The use of the approbation maxim can also be identified in expression 64 below:
1 will take the opportunity to thank all our public health work force,
health care workers, port health authorities and other health essential
staff at the frontline of the response for their dedication and commitment.
You are true heroes.

t{erg, ttllle president maximizes pra'ise of others. He shows immense appreciatiorl

o the health workers and all lead individuals for their valid contributions which
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ved significant in m
¥ r;:;es them as ‘true heroa:;?gfm }:he deadly discage, tre displays solidarity
0P © Services they haye generously rendered
gotesty Maxim X

maxim en

o ngeztfyself. In otlfera?zsdthat +© minimizes praise of self and maximize
dispralf is considered impolit Thiy rosing the weakness of self as i
eself 18 Polite. This maxim ig exemplified in the following
cprCSSlon'

Fellow Nigerians,

From thg first signs that Coronavirus, or COVID-19 was turning into an
epidemic and was officially declgred a world-wide emergency, the
Feder'al Government stqrted Planning preventive, containment and
cu:la;z)ve measures in the event the disegse hits Niéeria (expressions 1
and 2).

The speaker / president rr.linimizes the expression of praise of self as he does not
se himself as one who is above the Nigerian citizens, irrespective of the high

ower differential. His utterance evokes communal spirit and solidarity with the
citizen he governs.

The modesty maxim can also be observed in the following:
Since his return, the NCDC has been implementing numerous strategies
and programs in Nigeria to ensure that the adverse impact of this virus
on our country is minimized. We ask all Nigerians to support the work of
the Federal Ministry of Health and NCDC are doing, led by the
Presidential Task Force. Although we have adopted strategies used

globally, our implementation programs have been tailored to reflect our
local realities (expressions 13 and 14).

The expression maximizes the expression of dispraise of self in the president’s
use of the pronoun ‘we’ to refer to his administration. This he does to make
Nigerians have a sense of belonging in his administration and to show that
collective efforts are put in place towards the management of the virus.

Another instance of this maxim is depicted in the following:
As individuals, we remain the greatest weapon to fight the pandemic. By
washing our hands regularly with clean water and soap, disinfecting
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coughing into a tissue or efp,,

ation control measures i, 4 ang
€q

ces and areas,
Iy,

frequently used surfac i e
strictly adhering 10 b 'f;s. (expression | 0).

:1

{nimi jon
The utterance minimizes the expressi , s .
He co-opts everyone and reassures N1ger 13“51 it aht e againsgread of i
virus is a collective effort. Everyone has equal 1€ St the Viryg :
' be disc :
Also, in expression 47 below, the modesty maxim (t:?r;m l andemed: :

However, we must all see this as our na i A th patriotic g,
control and contain the spread of the Virus. I will therefore ask gy 3

our personal comfort to S“feguaus
rd

affected by this order t0 put asz.'de
ourselves and fellow human beings. The common enemy can oy,

controlled if we all come together and obey scientific and medica] “dVic:

fo

ons of praise of se%f because the pregig
dividual involved in the progressive WOerlllt

The utterance minimizes the expressl
self-benefit from this admiryy
C

acknowledges that he is not the only in
Therefore, there is mutual benefit rather than

preventive and control measures put in place.

Another modesty maxim is observed in:
ernment, we will avail all necessay,

My fellow Nigerians, as @ 80V
e and recovery. We remain committeg

resources to support the respons
to do whatever it takes to confront COVID-19 in our country (expression

58).

The expression minimizes the expression of praise of self. The use of the phrase
‘my fellow Nigerians and the prenominal ‘we’ is a clear indication that the
president’s administration involves all and sundry as such he does not engage in

the collective work single-handedly.

Agreement Maxim
The agreement maxim states that one minimizes disagreement between self and

ﬁgsletroalr)l: irrrllr:::;ruznzes E;grqeltlrlent between self and other, this suggests that, 0
. in agreement wit people to enhance the jcation.
This maxim is discerned in the following: ShaonelRlaan
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:neasufes put in place.

sympa"'y Maxim

The symPathY Fna‘x1m stipulates that one minimizes antipathy between self and

other, and LIS Sympathy between self and other, that is, showing concern
for the plight of oth ;

' Jothers. The observance of this maxim is apparent in the
following expression:

R..egrettably, we had our first fatality, a former employee of PPMC, who
died 23rd March 2020, our thoughts and prayers are with his family in

this very difficult time. We also pray for those infected and undergoing
treatment (expression 6).

The president expresses condolence to the family of the deceased who died
tying to curtail the virus while caring for infected patients. He also

commiserates with the infected victims undergoing treatment. Hence, he
maximizes sympathy between self and other.

Another instance of the sympathy maxim is identified in this expression:
For the most vulnerable in our society, I have directed that the
conditional cash transfers for the next two months be paid immediately.
Our internally displace persons will also receive two months of food
rations ion the coming weeks (expression 34).

The utterance indicates that the president is compassionate about the citizens

wellbeing, Most importantly, the less privileged. This kind act towards the
Citizens is to mitigate the effects of the lockdown.
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Bs of the Corpus Selection

Analysis of Intention, Inl;;':::‘-:ﬂ st sigos that Coronavirus, or C OVID.19
officially declargd a Woﬂd‘Wid

1. Fellow Nigerians, P
was turning into an €pl emic X
emergencu;,g the Federal Goverqmcnt stax’tei;l1 cﬁlszzxgznﬁitspﬁwnﬁve’
containment and curative measures in the event the igerig q

and 2)

The expression is expected 0 stir up great hope ?mongst tnger}ar‘ls anq ¢,
have confidence in the administration and 1ts willingness 10 assisting they,
against the looming danger about to ravage the nation.

¢ fatality, a former employee of PPMC, wj,
ayers are with his family in gy

2. Regrettably, we had our firs
fected and undergoing treatmep

died 23rd March 2020, our thoughts and pr
very difficult time. We also pray for those 1n

(6)
dent displays remorse as he ultimately attends to the

The presi _
s he governs, especially those gravely

wants and needs of the Nigerian citizen
affected by the pandemic.

Since his return, the NCDC has been implementing numerous strategjes
and programs in Nigeria to ensure that the adverse impact of this virus on oy
country is minimized. We ask all Nigerians to support the work of the Federa
Ministry of Health and NCDC are doing, led by the Presidential Task Force.
Although we have adopted strategies used globally, our implementation
programs have been tailored to reflect our local realities (13 and 14).

3

The president’s use of ‘we’ is a direct address strategy to create an all-
mclugive speech, that is, every patriotic Nigerian is made to be part of the
experience conversed in the utterance. It also creates a sense of equality with
the president despite the high power differential.

i;aSh?ns mdiVid;als, we remain the greatest weapon to fight the pandemic. BY
frequengtl OtlllrS edandsf regularly with clean water and soap, disinfecting
y surfaces and areas, coughing into a tissue or elbow and

strictly adhering to infectio venti h fac
n pre ' lit
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. That is, every
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p t the citizen ere to the h

" e S are mobilized for na;?rl;? ;n eas;“res which is aimed t0
evelopment.

In Nigeria, we are takin

5, s g a two-step a :

‘ o‘%qu fzgzzylv%g&a;z and resid'entS livingp;:;cg;lﬁ"s" to protect the lives
liVeh . ihis ve diff am_i business owners to sy to pres‘m"ve e
mrough 61 ry difficult times in dignity and W,tﬁnsure their families _get
(5 and 16). ith hope and peace of mind

¢ utterance informs Nigerians th
S i at that the i

n. y can find succor i the
: mlrtl(l)SE’:ltC; Skrl;ltl.?:);lfered t'o be rest. assured on the current governance as it
is UP o of every Nigeria QU the virus. The promise to protect the lives and
e i and abroad is a potent weapon t0 strengthen their
confidence and allay their fears.

. Howevef, we must all see this as our national and patriotic duty t0 control
and containl the spread of the virus. I will therefore ask all of us affected by
this order ?0 put aside our personal comfort to safeguard ourselves and fellow
puman bemngs. The common enemy can only be controlled if we all come
together and obey scientific and medical advice (47).

The aim of the expression is 10 appeal to Nigerians t0 protect

themselves from the virus even at the detriment of their personal comfort.

Hence, the utteranc® is an urgent call for all and sundry t0 obey all the
ards to the pandemic.

stringent rules provided by the administration as €5

7. For the most vulnerable in our society, 1 have directed that the conditional
mmediately. Our internally

cash transfers for the next two months be paid 1 tely. .
displace persons will also receive tWo months of food rations 108 the coming

weeks (54).
The aim of the utterance 18 0 show empathy towards Nigerians
The utterance is also expected

who have been gravely affected by he virus. The utterantt iy
to boost the confidence of Nigcrians thatt ation is beyon capable
to attend to their needs.
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K ent, We will e}vail all Decegy,
g. My fellow Nigerians, ery. We remainl committeq toéy
0

to support the respon _ (55
::1812?;3:: it0 t,akeps to confront C VID-19 in our €0 ry

A reate a common ground
~ The utterance 18 expectedtéotocthe audience, the honest int;l g
situation at hand and also t0 demonstra it of

the speaker.

gain to strictly comply with the guj delines

9. I will, therefore, implore you art the government and the most vulneryy

issued and also do your bit to SUppo

in your communities (63).

The utterance could, make Nigerians appreciate thteh qoggeﬁn§3§ of the

speaker in his government for showing concern 1 etr we(:1 -being,

utterance would also perceive the admlmstm_tlolz1 as one aimed at taking 5,
attained.

audacious step in ensuring that success 18

10. I will take the opportunity to thank all our public health WQrk foree,
health care workers, port health authorities and other health gssentlal staff
the frontline of the response for their dedication and commitment. You ar
true heroes (64).

The utterance portrays the president as a thoughtful and compassionate leader
who appreciates the worth of the citizens and their valid contributions to
critical matters such as the COVID-19 pandemic.

Table 1: Frequency Distribution of Politeness Maxims in the Expressions

Politeness Maxim Frequencies Percentage(%)
Tact 30 38%
Generosity 30 38%
Approbation ” R%
Modesty 4 59,
Agreement 6 70/
Sympathy 9 o
Total 19 o
o R i
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. coVers 38% of the staticy:. - TSPTeSentati
m © Statistica] gpgq) ctation of
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" s 10 portray his administra:ilélvl to the nee d::rllil indi
4 ulac® especially in the midstn as one that woylq b v‘g‘nts of the citizens. He
Poe sitizens comply with safety h::lthe Pandemic whife t:z:fi;:l‘al to the genetrlai
’ y requesting tha

0 i th me s

isplays 38_/0 of thF statistica] analysis &}rsl‘:r ik L“fe“’lse, the generosity maxim

 generosity Maxim to make the audieﬁce ;s Implies that the speaker employs
w

This 18 to create a good impression of himself ?rrlet‘g;a;ih ?’ ar; }]:is bazic priority.
nds of the audience.

¢ analysis. The tact
cates the president’s

robation maxi :
:h;rzsgs others in Or(;ErC&n;t;:ugﬁ 8% of the analysis to show that the speaker
- o ; Support of the audi
Str:lttls';l: 5 va§f threpr()du9t‘°“ of the virus Whﬂeenfheemr:;rigsge :;if;
A :
Co%ieate a feeling oefagzlym' The modesty maxim is employed by the president
10 b i on e eness with his audience, for attention focusing, and to
create €mp € 18sue at hand. The use of the modesty maxim also shows

that‘ the 1Pf351qzm keep_s due measures and exhibit simplicity as he portrays an
all-involving 1dea of his administration. The agreement maxim constitutes 7%

of the statistical analysis while the sympathy maxim constitutes 2% as explicated
in the table.

Findings and Conclusion

The study revealed that all utterances in the speech involves the use of politeness
strategies which clearly indicate that the president employs these strategies to
drive home his aim of persuasion as well as to largely convince and assure
Nigerians of good governance, especially the need for their joint effort to fight
the lethal virus. It was also observed that the inclusive pronoun ‘we’ was
frequently employed 1n the context to exhibit sincerity, a sense of collective
view, feelings, and shared responsibility. It also serves as a weapon to gain the

confidence of Nigerians amidst the deadly pandemic.

The study has shown that the employment of politeness strategies 18 c_ruc‘ial for
political leaders in achieving effective communication. The application of

politeness strategies is vital for any political front-runner who 'm}ends to achieve
any goal. The president or any political figure, parﬁcularly in a democratic
dispensation needs to, from time to time praise, admonish, encourage or dissuade

his audience to either take certain actions or refrain from 1t.
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