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Abstract

The paper assessed the undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The study mainly examined the awareness of undergraduate teacher trainees on perception, objectives, conceptual and operational framework of SDGs. The population of the study comprised University of Ilorin undergraduate teacher trainees. Descriptive survey design was employed in the study and a questionnaire titled “Undergraduate teacher trainees’ Awareness of Sustainable Development Goals (UASDGs)” was administered to five hundred (500) students but only 467 were returned and were used. Three research questions were raised and answered using percentage. Two null hypotheses were tested using t-test statistic at 0.05 level of significance. The result of the study showed that majority of undergraduate teacher trainees were not aware of the relationship between MDGs and SDGs identified in this study, they were only aware of MDGs which were developed for actualization in 15 years and they were aware of SDGs’ objectives. Findings also showed that majority of the undergraduate teacher trainees were not aware of the conceptual and operational platform of SDGs. The findings revealed that a significant difference exists between male and female, and Arts and Social Sciences Education undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness of SDGs. Based on the findings, it was recommended that SDGs should be introduced to the curriculum content of the university education and citizenship education and Strategies and techniques should be involved in the awareness of the undergraduate teacher trainees to enable them work towards actualization of the goals.
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Introduction
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are new, universal set of goals which commence in 2016, that UN member states are expected to use to frame their agendas and political policies over the next 15 years after the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) term has lapsed without achieving the goals to the maximum satisfaction of the United Nation. The sustainable development goals SDGs follow and expand on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which were agreed by governments in 2000 and are due to expire at the end of this year (United Nations, 2014).
Proposed 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
The UN General Assembly's Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals (OWG) agreed on and published a ‘zero draft’ proposal at the conclusion of its thirteenth and final session on the 19th July 2014. The suggestion contains 17 goals as enumerated below:
1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture
3. Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages
4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all
5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all
8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment, and decent work for all
9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation, and foster innovation
10. Reduce inequality within and among countries
11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 
14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development
15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification and halt and reverse land degradation, and halt biodiversity loss
16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels
17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development
These lists of goals and associated finally ratified as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015. In fact, the post-2015 sustainable development agenda was adopted by UN Member States at a summit in September 2015. 
The first review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was published in July by the United Nations. Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary General, said the report is designed to serve as a benchmark for annual assessment of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) over the 15-years period (2015-2030). Available data showed significant gaps in selected indicators of the SDG framework that was adopted in September 2015 by 193 countries. The 2030 Agenda is a bold vision that pledges to ensure no one is left behind, while recognizing that the dignity of the individual is fundamental.   
Goal four aims to ensure inclusive and equitable access to quality education and lifelong learning opportunities for all. Acquisition of literacy and numeracy skills provide a solid foundation to young people for further learning throughout their lives. Despite progress made under the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the UN report shows that 59 million children of primary school age and 65 million adolescents of lower secondary age were out of school in 2013. Also, 757 million adults were unable to read and write in 2013. Of this number, two-thirds of them were women. Goal four, accordingly aims at promoting greater access to technical and vocational education and training and higher education, such that every individual can function optimally and contribute to society (Marthins, 2016).

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) encourages global mobilization to reach a set of important social priorities worldwide, but it expressed widespread public worry about poverty, hunger, disease, unmet schooling, gender inequality and environmental degradation (Sachs, 2012). The priorities of MDGs was established as a measurable and time bound objectives that could help to promote global awareness, political accountability, improved metrics, social feedback and public pressures. The SDGs are very timely global development agenda that could help to move the countries of the world to a sustainable development course. The idea of the SDGs has quickly gained ground because of the growing urgency of sustainable development for the entire world. Awareness of SDGs means knowing the importance of the seventeen goals of SDGs, knowledge of utilization of the seventeen goals, since there was an almost complete lack of awareness of the issues involved (Hornby, 2015). It is important that students develop an awareness of sustainability of development goals.
The study was guided by three research questions and two null hypotheses. The questions were:
i. What is the undergraduate teacher trainees’ perception of the relationship between Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?
ii. What is the undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness about the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) objectives?
iii. What is the undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness about conceptual and operational platforms of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?
iv. There is no significant difference between male and female undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
v. There is no significant difference between Arts and Social Sciences undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Methodology 
The population of the study comprised University of Ilorin undergraduate teacher trainees. Purposive sampling technique was adopted in selecting 467 students. Descriptive survey design was employed in the study and a questionnaire titled “Undergraduate teacher trainees’ Awareness of Sustainable Development Goals (UASDGs) was administered to five hundred students but only 467 were returned and were used. The questionnaire consisting 30 structure response items was used to collect data from the undergraduate teacher trainees. Three research questions were raised and answered using percentage. Two null hypotheses were tested using t-test statistic at 0.05 level of significance. 


Results 
Research Question 1: What is the undergraduate teacher trainees’ perception of the relationship between Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?
Table 1: Undergraduate teacher trainees’ Perception of the relationship MDGs and SDGs
	S/N
	ITEMS
	TOTAL
	AWARE
	UNAWARE

	1
	SDGs are related to MDGs.
	467
	232 (49.7%)
	235 (50.3%)

	2
	MDGs terminated in 2015 and replaced by SDGs.
	467
	183 (39.2%)
	 284 (60.8%)

	3
	MDGs were developed for actualization in 15 years.
	467
	242 (51.8%)
	 225 (48.2%)

	4
	SDGs target 15 years for actualization.
	467
	179 (38.3%)
	 288 (61.7%)

	5
	SDGs will terminate in year 2030.
	467
	171 (36.6%)
	 296 (63.4%)



	Results in Table 1 showed that majority of undergraduate teacher trainees were not aware of the relationship between MDGs and SDGs regarding its conceptualization, reconceptualization, time line and terminal date of operation as a global development agenda developed by the UN as a universal international organization. 
Research Question 2: What is the undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness about the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) objectives?
Table 2: Undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness of SDGs objectives
	S/N
	ITEMS
	TOTAL
	AWARE
	UNAWARE

	1
	SDGs target better human habitat in the world.  
	467
	256 (54.8%)
	211 (45.2%)

	2
	SDGs target better life for humans all over the world. 
	467
	235 (50.3%)
	 232 (49.7%)

	3
	SDGs have benchmarks for assessment all countries.
	467
	268 (57.4%)
	 199 (42.6%)


	
	Results in Table 2 showed that out of three items on undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness of SDGs objectives identified in this study, majority of the students were aware of SDGs objectives.
Research Question 3: What is the undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness about conceptual and operational platforms of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?
Table 3: Undergraduate teacher trainees’ awareness of conceptual and operational platforms of SDGs 
	S/N
	ITEMS
	TOTAL
	AWARE
	UNAWARE

	1
	SDG is also known as Universal Global Goals.
	467
	216 (46.3%)
	251 (53.7%)

	2
	The SDGs are 17. 
	467
	 219 (46.9%)
	 248 (53.1%)

	3
	SDGs came into operation in the year 2015.
	467
	 229 (49.0%)
	 238 (51.0%)

	4
	The United Nations is a major platform and forum for international cooperation for actualizing SDGs.
	467
	246 (52.7%)
	  221 (47.3%)

	5
	The 71st session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted greater attention to how to actualize the SDGs.
	467
	 258 (55.2%)
	  209 (44.3%)


	
	In the Table, results showed that majority of the students were not aware of the conceptual and operational platform of SDGs. They were only aware of United Nations as a major platform and forum for international cooperation for actualizing SDGs and the devotion of the 71st session of the UN General Assembly to how to actualize the SDGs. The undergraduate teacher trainees may therefore not be in position to create awareness about SDGs in teaching practice and full time teaching in their respective schools.
Hypothesis 1
Ho1: There is no significant difference between male and female undergraduate teacher trainees on the awareness of Sustainable Development Goals. 
		
Table 4: t-test Analysis of Male and Female undergraduate teacher trainees on their awareness of SDGs
	
Variables
	
N
	
Mean
	
SD
	
Df
	Cal. 
t-value
	    Sig. 
(2-tailed)
	
Decision 

	Male
	202
	41.98
	7.85
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	465
	11.62
	0.000
	S

	Female 
	265
	49.43
	5.99
	
	
	
	


P < 0.05
Results in Table 4 indicated that the calculated t-value is 11.62 with 465 degree of freedom at level of significance 0.05. The comparison of the significant level shows that the calculated significant (0.000) is less than the table significant (0.05). Therefore, null hypothesis 1 was not accepted. This implies that there is a significant difference between male and female undergraduate teacher trainees on their awareness of SDGs. it is in favour of their female counterparts. Female teacher trainees may therefore be better place to create greater awareness among secondary school students on SDGs-related subject matters of classroom discuss.
Hypothesis 2
Ho2: There is no significant difference between Arts and Social Sciences undergraduate teacher trainees on their awareness of Sustainable Development Goals. 

Table 5: t-test Analysis of Arts and Social Sciences undergraduate teacher trainees on their awareness of SDGs
	
Variables
	
N
	
Mean
	
  SD
	
Df
	Cal. 
t-value
	    Sig. 
(2-tailed)
	
Decision 

	Arts
	217
	42.25
	7.88
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	465
	11.61
	0.000
	S

	Social Sciences
	250
	49.64
	5.83
	
	
	
	


P < 0.05
Results in Table 5 indicated that the calculated t-value is 11.61 with 465 degree of freedom at level of significance 0.05. The comparison of the significant level shows that the calculated significant (0.000) is less than the table significant (0.05). Therefore, null hypothesis 2 is hereby rejected. This implies that there is a significant difference between Arts and Social Sciences undergraduate teacher trainees on their awareness of Sustainable Development Goals. It is in favour of Social Sciences undergraduate teacher trainees. The Social Sciences-related teacher trainees are more likely to create awareness about SDGs-related subject matters than their counterparts of Art-related subject specialization.

Discussion
	Findings of this study revealed that majority of undergraduate teacher trainees were not aware of the relationship between MDGs and SDGs identified in this study. They were only aware that MDGs as development programme to be actualized in 15 years they were however aware of SDGs objectives. In this study, finding also showed that majority of the undergraduate teacher trainees were not aware of the conceptual and operational platform of SDGs. They were only aware of United Nations as a major platform and forum for international cooperation for actualizing SDGs and the 71st session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted greater attention to how to actualize the SDGs. The undergraduate teacher trainees may therefore not be in position to create awareness about SDGs in teaching practice and full time teaching in their respective schools. 
The findings also revealed that a significant difference exists between male and female, and Arts and Social Sciences Education undergraduate teacher trainees. The difference is in favour of female counterparts and Social Sciences Education undergraduate teacher trainees respectively. The awareness level of undergraduates about SDGs accordingly differ significantly based on gender and subject specializations.
Conclusion and Recommendations
Awareness on Sustainable Development Goals for undergraduate teacher trainees is very important because they are expected to serve as agent of national development as education is the major tool for national development. When they are aware of the goals this will enable all stakeholders in different sectors to intensify efforts on actualization of the SDGs. More awareness is needed on SDGs and appropriate techniques and strategies are required for effective actualization of the goals. Based on the findings of study, the following recommendations were made:
a. SDGs should be integrated into the curriculum content of Teacher Education, degree programmes and General Studies, especially Citizenship Education to improve SDGs awareness level among undergraduates.
b. Pre-practical teaching orientation programme of 400 level undergraduates of the Faculty of Education should include SDGs awareness, especially for the Arts-related degree programme subject specialists
c. It is hoped that these measures will improve awareness level about SDGs in Nigerian universities and Secondary School students, push for its implementations and avoid the failure that bedeviled MDGs by 2015 in Nigeria and many developing countries.
d. United Nations Club activities and debates in schools and colleges should be organized on the benefits of the SDGs and the use 169 SDGs development benchmarks to drive the implementation of SDG by leaders and officials of government of societies at all levels
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