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Women Education in Okunland: Past,
Present and Future

Olufunmilayo dealyer, Ph.Df P

INTRODUCTION

The geographical area known as Okunland consists of areas 7

where the people are of Yoruba origin, and the c‘:}ialect”spoolltcen
can generally be categorised and referred t_p as “Okun ._ ug
is a common medium of greeting in the entire area. Okuni:an
‘consist of the following local government areas, as of now:

(1) Lumu _

(2) Kabba/Bunu (Oyi)

(3) Yagba East

(4) Yagba East

However, it must be emphasised that the wo.rd f‘Okun'f Ein
Coinage for purposes of Convenienge _of descnpnc?n. Wtfrh n
Okunland, there are at least, ten varieties of that dialect. The

following for example, are varieties of the dialect spoken_ri‘?:‘

Okunland:
b
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(i) Yagba (3 or more versions)
(i) -Bunu (2 or more versions)
(iii) Gbedde

(iv) Ade

(v) Ogidi -

(vi) Ayere

(vii) Iyameye. -

| The Past =

The role'sfassigned toa Woméh; in almost all cultures is primarily,

~ therole of a mother, houséwife and homemaker. Whatever else

g0 to school because schooling was percejved as irrelevant to
the roles they, would lay in their adult lives. This was the general
pattern of women education i Nigeria and Okunland was not
an exception.

The western form of education wag introduced to Okunland

the custom and tradition of the people created initial inhibitions,
While the missionaries through various means could persuade
parents to send their male children to school, using the same
procedure to persuade parents to send their female children o
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school pm\}ed tobea ‘;hen-:uleah”'ta_.sk' Thus,.frdm the inceptipn |
of the western form of education, female children were denied

early education. Even today, with less than a decade to the
twenty- first century, there are still parts of Okunland, where
women education is still regarded with a lot of suspic'ion and
neglect, and where women education is still far frorp being fully
appreciated and developed on the same pedestal with the men.

One of such educationally backward area is Bunuland, whichis - -

' ilated and devoid of
a large expanse of land, sparsely populated and '
modern facitilities such as roads, water and elecltricity, facilities
that would normally make accessibility to_educapon_e_asier.:From )
recorded and oral history, it is-certain that the earliest-

denominations of missionaries that arrived in Okunland early

in this century are the Catholic, Anglican (CMS) and SIM (Sudan
Interior Mission) now named ECWA. It was much later that
sects like the Apostolic and Baptist arrived on the scene. 'Ithe
general practice of the early missionaries was to establish
churches, schools and hospitals or health centres. The.
Communities in Okunland that were fortunate to benefit earliest
from such establishments were Egbe and Yagba (SIM) Isanlu
(Catholic and Anglican), Mopa (SIM and Baptist) and Kabba
town (Catholic and Anglican). N
It was from these centres that the christian religion and
western education spread to nearby communities. It was naFural
of course that primary/nursery schools were the first educational
institution to be established. It was not until much le?ter that
secondary schools were established, Thus, there is every
evidence that children from Okunland went into other secondary
schools outside Okunland (e.g. Okene Middle School and
Barewa College) in the early forties. The first sec:ond.ary schoql
in Okunland Le. Tittcombe College, was not estabh‘shed until
1951.! The implication of the situation whereby cln}dren had
te go far away from home to obtain secondary education meant
that female children were left out of that level of education
until the mid-fifties when the Women Teachers College (WTC)
was established in'Kabba town by the then government of
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~ Northern Nigeria,2 The explanation for this disparity is simple
- — while parents were willing to allow their male children travel

long distances to the far South and North to get educated, they
considered it unreasonable and risky to grant the same latitude,

~ freedom and priviledge to female children, This is essentially

the reason for the late commencement of higher education for
female children in Okunland, '

Apart from cases of indigenes of Okunland resident in urban

~_centres such as Lagos and Ibadan, who would have taken earlier
- advantage of the facilities in those places, the fitst set of primary

school gradyands (females) in Okunland left school and
invariably went-into further training as nurses/midwives or

 sewing mistresses but the mafority went straight into marriage

and became housewives — the role naturally presumed for
women in developing nations. This situation explains the
preponderance of nurses/midwives, pupil teachers and later
Grade IT teachers among females in Okunland. For the various
Teasons, already explained, there was hardly and known case
of a female graduate in Okunland before the mid sixties and
even that was made possible because of the facilities available
at the Ahmadu Bello University which was established through
the upgrading of the Institute of Administration, Zaria in the
early sixties,

It should be realised however, that because male children
did not suffer from the same kind of inhibition earlier explained,
Okunland had started to produce male graduates from the
University of Ibadan (then University College, Tbadan) and
overseas from the mid-fifties,

Some of the earliest known female graduates from Okunland
are Chief (Mrs) M. O. Audu of Kabba, who was the Principal of
Queen Elizabeth School, Ilorin for many years, Chief (Mrs)
Otitoju who is now a successful business woman (from Jjumu)
and late Mrs. Alice Afolayan who served as Chief Planning
Officer and later as Honourable Comimissioner in Kwara State
before retirement. She hailed from Kabba town. There were
other women of course, who went into other professions such
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ing and later became prominent _pubhc_ figures. f.\ﬂ
if)v?;lflzlgiampie is Madam Oyelude, the fxrst wmnerf(g 1\:11;?
Nigeria beauty competition and later cl?alr-person (1) z o
Management Board, Kwara State. She hails from Isanlu (Yag
Eas%hibitions in female education enume'rated ‘abovebled ;cz
the situation whereby in the 1950s, the ratio ?f girls tod ;}gist.:he
the primary level of education was about 1 to 10il an1 e
secondary school level, it was about 1 to 25, B}{ t fe ducad,on
had reduced to about 1-15 at the primary level ]o e i
and to about 1-10, at the secondaryﬂ school leye .h(Mgeca ge;
1991). This situation was later to improve, in the

following.

WOMEN EDUCATION (PRESENT)

The gloomy picture earlier pointed about the delayed aré'l:l?:
and progress of women education has.u?dzrsgc;nietsrsﬁe;f o
since the early sixties, main y as i :
E};taagfiiiment of post-primary ihstitut:ion:s in wnuglcl}y- aﬂtpzr;i
of Okunland. Today, thereharclf l?ung;eisiaifdcg;; ;1}(1:: ;c; i
ir d secondary schools-in Okunlan early
gg‘ﬁlﬂieingnd hesitation about education of fen_la_le ch;lj;iggr;
have virtually disappeared from areas such as I__]ru.mu, o
and Yagba areas where every village has at I.e_aSt one segonh:z
schoel. There are in fact some urban centres in Qk'ur_ﬂan W e
there are about four or rn;)re secondary schools ina town (e.g.
d Egbe). o
Kab’?ﬁéipsi?i?;tst s%ill l)ae made however that Bunuland is sitéli
generally disadvantaged educationally for the reasonfi eartlh :
adduced. Certainly, Okunland has come a long wag ongo -
pathetic situation of the fifties. As of togias.r, Okunlang gr:\?gE aé:] ;
of hundreds of female graduates with first degrec, »

sciences. Many of these have served and are still serving in the

~ HND in various disciplines, 'inéludillg education, arts and

WOMEN EDUCATION IN OKUNLAND : PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 397

public and private sectors as teachers, civil Servants and business

executives. X
The point must bd made however, that with the effects of

the dearly commencement of higher education, there are very
few women today 1o have excelled in certain professions such
as medicine, accountancy, engineering, science and technology
oriented occupations, The situation is even worse at the level
of graduate studjes, Only very few women are known to have
obtained their masters degree (in their tens rather than
hundreds) and certainly only a handful can be said to have
acquired the Doctorate degree or Ph.Din the length and breadth
of Okunland. In fact as at present, only one of such an
academician was known to have served in the public sector of
Kogi state (the new State where Okunland belongs) and that i N
in the person of Dr. (Mrs) Gunwa who was the first Sole
Administrator of Tljumu Loca] Government Area, -

~ The reasons why few women can be found in professions
such as engineering, and higher education at graduate leve]
include among other factors, inhibitions and the stereotype,
that only men should go in for such courses, and that 'such

inhibitions seem to be worldwide among women, Homer (1968)
of the United States of America; while exploring into fear of

success among women generally, noted that, “it is a stable

characteristic of the personality acquired early in life in
conjunction with sex - role standards”, Thus, being achievement-
oriented is usually perceived among women &s “unfeminine”
and at variance with their sex and gender roles,

Furthermore, it is to be noted that as compared to men, the
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(1) Tyara Girls College, Iyara, established in 1981, by the government at encouraging females in ccrl‘ A
. ? ucation, fin

Community. _ Wways) has not been felt in the area, It is hoped thnt;hﬂ ) g‘i i

(i) Government Girls Day Secondary School, Aiyetoro change for the betterdin future, . m il
Gbedde, established in 1983, by the Government. More attention also needs to be foc s ek oS

(iif) St. Monica’s Secondary School, Kabba, established in technology-oriented fields than is the Casssﬂeitugr:i?:nﬁm
(1964) by the RCM. example, there is only one technical training college-‘m M ”m

(iv) Egbe Girls College, established in 1968 by the RCM tv}iher e females enroliment are virtually insignificant 'Morcs(t}- ?;
and € area is to make any significant contributi : )

(v) Baptist Girls School, Mopa, established in 1981 by the technological advancement of the nation. Hon towards the
Baptist. '

Of significance is that of all the girls schools, which has the WOMEN EDUCATION: THE FUTURE

potential of encouraging more girls enrollment in schools, only :I‘he fUtUre.Of women education in Okunland looks very bright
indeed. With the preponderance of secondary schools in {ghe

- one was established by the government and as late as 1983,
Here again lies the contribution of the different missions: Three
of the girls schools having been established by them.5

Of significance too, is the fact that there arose an upshoot -
of secondary schools in the area, just in the eighties. Statistics
show that of the about sixty-nine secondary schools in the area, -
forty-eight of them were established from 1980 to this time,
and with most of them being community established schools. :

In fact, thirty-one of the schools were established by the various §  considered the exclusive preserve of men,
Communities where the schools were located, while five were - § Furthermore, female children with enlightened |
egtablished by the local governments, and about six by Christian §  COnsider themselves at par with male children in all s }?: rent;
and Muslim organizations. And throughout the 1970s. just ' - PDNBIESD
twelve secondary schools were established throughout § 8¢t
Okunland. Four by-some communities, four by religious -4 E
organizations and four by the government.¢ 7 .
The above situation could however explain why around the “ 8
1970s and the 80s, people began to appreciate schooling better *
than before, and thus began to value even female education
this leading to the increased enrollment of females in schools
This indeed was an improvement to the situation in the 19508,
and the 60s, when there were just three and seven. secondary
schools respectively for the periods. . ;
- The point must also be made, that, the contribution of the

area and,the availability of more university places in Nigeria
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boisterous females than the co-educational ones.

There is also the need in granting women special concession
in admission requirements at University and Polytechnic levels.
Finally, special attention should be paid to the remote areas of
Bunuland in particular where the level of female education still
leaves much to be desired.

CONCLUSION

Females in Okunland have come a long way educationally. They

are still progressing and much progress can be expected in the .
next few years. Many would probably throw off the inhibition

of going in to male dominated fields. One would therefore find
more females in fields like engineering, medicine, law and
accountancy.

All in all, Okunland can be rated far above the Northern
parts of the country in the area of female education but slightly
below the core western states (e.g. Lagos, Ogun and Oyo), for
the obvious reason of the advent of western education in these
states of the nation.

NOTES

L. Statistics of Secondary Schools in Kwara State: Yagba LGA. A
publication of Kwara State Ministry of Education, Kwara Stare.

2. Statistics of Secondary Schools in Kwara State: Oyi LGA. A
publication of Kwara State Ministry of Education, Kwara State.,

3. Statisties of Secondary schools in Kwara State: Oyi and Yagba
LGA. A publication of Kwara State Ministry of Education.

4. Asin 3 above.

5. Asin 4 above.

6. Asin 5 above.
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