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Adult education is what must be embraced ifl all modules of education

^nd 
all social sectors. The fiflal object must be to equip man to play his paft

harmoniously in the modem world. It connotes the realityl everybody

studeflts and teachers paflicipates in it; everybody passes the educational

process;and everybody is asked to educate by educating otreself, to leam by

leaming, to leam to be, to leam to undefiake and prcpale to assume challenges

in each historical moment. Adult educatior is more ofa general motivation

ill an educational process than a ihssection of separate chalactedstics, profiles,

conteflts and specific students. Adult education is the teachingleaming
process that shouldbe applied to all t ?es of teaching. Evm though specific

classes can be givm to adults, this does rot take away th€ dght of adults to

receive a complete educatior ifl accordance with the teachiag_learning

param€ter of adult education ir its training phases ard educatiofl types.

Nowadays, adult education has become a powerfii factor of economic

development, iflcreased productivity and competitiveness of economies,

improvement ofemployment prcspect and reduction of regional differences

in ecolomic development. Due to thes€ reasots, there is an increasing

accentuation of the importance of adult education afld its various
componeflts. Nigeria is progressively facing the phenomenon of changing

the educational focus ftom formal to non_formal education- Even though

we may assume that formal educatiol offels adequate hlowledge necessary

for people, particutarly (young ones) for successful j ob pedormance, however

sustaining economic, t€chflical, and technological development as well as

social chaflges imposes on the individuals, legardless of ag€s, or social stat]'rs,

the quest for permanent acquisition of flew knowledge and skills. Therefore,

aclult and non-formal ealucation has become one of the basic forms of
satisfying educational needs of humans in modem age regardless ofclimes'

This book undelstaxdirrg Adalt E&tcatiofl Pla.tice in Nigeia il:le,.'ded for

thc celebration ofProfessor Oluwaseun Kehinde Kester, is not or y inl?luable

lbr the dchress of its thematic coverage but also will serve as a vedtable

sourcc of info )ation on the literary exploits of the contdbuton afld the

cclcbrant as well as hopefully inspire the youngei gene@tiofls to continue

thc llludable sewices to humaflity. In the end, we come to rcalise that we

owc Prcltssor KOK'S mentee and other partakers in the project appreciation

and decp n rltction in celebnting a deserving mentor ard for bringing within

our reach a licsh and enduring reading material that higlilights the rclevance,

importancc, contdbutions and visible changes that adult educatiofl can

(ontributc lo national developmenl rn Nigeria.



T recomrend lhe book not onlv lo pracrirroners in lhe field of adulr
educatron, government, policymal,er!. orgdnisatlons, researchels and student5,
but to all and sundry who value scholarship and creative imagination.

Tai Solain Uniye$itr of Educatiott,
Ijebu-Ode, Osun State.

Professor Oluyemisi Obilade

Preface

This book is another alream come through in the life a iiend' colleague'

t"ucher und mentor, Professor Kehinde Oluwaseun Kester (KOK) It is our

.srutt *uu of."t"Uroting the goodness and mercy of God in the life of KOK

a -an devotea to matiflg other people happy and joyous at all time A

rnan whose actiofls and life course are committed to seeilg fellow humans

irii,rfi* *.i. at.u-., olcl or young, senior or junior The cofltributionsin

ifri" u."'t -. ft.t.*ti. the testimonies of his good deeds to many' and the

,i".ri. a ttitg tlt. ia""ls ofadult ealucation with all its related fields together

i',, ril 
"ur"l-ola..t, 

especially students and many that do not have an in_

, i, ,rrr, r""*f"ag" .fift*elevance ofadult education to pe$onal and flational

,rirlt .dr.urion is , ,ultifaceted field of practice which exis(ence is as

, ,l ,l u. n'iun. e.autt 
"a""ution 

has had enormous appeal to successive Nigerian

lrvcrnments as aIr essential institutional tool for national development;

i,,,*.re., there nre .riderces that most expectations from its practice- have

,,,,r trccn met. Literuture on Nigena1l adult education practice have shown

rli,rr rnost adult ealucatiofl programmes have is the symbolic values; mere

,, ,i,,1rl: nroslammes lhal are only out lo male the people feel thal the

,.,.,'',-";,.;t. Reqardless of i1s appeallo these successive govemments

.,.r,ri , ,iri",i", ;t *iueing accorded the relevanr space which could be due

r', rtirry factors: the nomeirclature of Adult Education' lack of knowledge'

r,,,,t,itiry oi ttre products of the field of study to propagate its relevance' the

,,,",',,,it "f 
tf,. society to appreciate her contibutions to flational

I I r,' r nvolvement of many intemational organisations in the propagation

,rIri r, l.v,rrcc of adult education gave her a boost few yeafi back but alotrg

rlri lrrn.!i (lue to mismaflagement afld loss of focus many programmes

pflr ,rl,,rrr,lrncrj and other fields were glven morc attention'
'|, ,,,, ,,L r ofchaplers in thisbook explains lheunanimous recogTlirion^

u r,,l l,rytr u l,1r, ciation of friends a.rd meffees of KOK to put dght a lot of

, , ,;, t,; ; , rbout adult ealucation, and to reiterate the fact that adult

,,r,,, urr,,i ,",,,ri* one ofthe stlong pillars and foundation upofl which

rr.,rrlrr,llirl lrrlividual anal natio[al clevelopment could be bujlt'

tttu,iv 0l tl,,' ,r,ntributors have made effots to present difercflt aspects



of adult education as they influences individual, communal and national
tves. qokleta and Adednoye submit rhat the Zf.t 

".ntr.y 
,nJouii"-aifi,

rhe inlonnarjon age rhere humanrry has so much ro leim lrom arisingrrom netr technologic"l breakthroughs. ne\ procedures for lhe exploiratio;of narural resources, rew demards on skillid tabour avail"uffr,i,lrJ"ii"
recognirion that knowledee and educarion are impoflanr aDd produdrve
asseLstfor. national grouh, among others. Oyebr-i;i ,na Nrog"'arg". ;u,
rne most tmpoflant element forlhe promolion ofaduJt education-progiammes
in,a mulriethnic sociery like Nigeria is that adulr educarors should"become
curlurally cOmpelmt by embracing hardwork and trust in human caDacitv
to solre irs probtems. Omoregie and Oyetami jn .,ittqrine ua;ii;a-"iJ,io;
p-rogrammes in mulriethdc Nigeria sociery, advocure forlearn;g inaigenou;
ra,ngraBes as the most important clemenr for the promoh-on oiadult
education programmes.

Odiaka qr?lains the relevance of media and how it will open doors for
resource petsons to make their wealth of knowledge availableto facilitatoN,
organisers and leame$ in adult education. Sin". uauf, f.u_"r. *. aiu...l
in narurc, personality and Boals. couplcd wjth rh" fu.t rf,ult,.y ur. "[ug;irn so many roles, rhe media is instl umenral to facit,rar,ng tno*l.aee uiro'.rn
Lhis.gloup of leamers. Regardless ol implcmer,r,i", ;i;;.rr;;;;;;;:
:le^11::::,un,versal pasic Educarion (UBE). amons orh;rs. Niseria is yer
ro aoequatety lap maximalJy lhe porenrjals of her aduk popuiarion for ihe

llil-T:O"o "1.5* "ush 
in developmenrat q,.rr;r,.r". X,v. n"JUr.prui

rn retlecltngon challenges facing adult ed ucarion praclices in Njgeria. suggesr
ways how the field and pmctice can be irEproved upon. the-provisio_i ofcommuniry libraries is seen as crucial and indisp.r.utf" ,o uauii 

"au"uiio."nir Nigeda therefore, whatever is done to improve th" q"ulity ;; ;i;education is done to improv€ the nation in 
"r.*,ion 

ofi"noi",lu" unileaming citizens as presented by Omokhabi and Osu.
Ad€sol{a_n-and Olawuoi aflirm the imporaDce of adult educalion as averrlable lool lor socio-economic developmenr in Nigeria which is crucial roperonal and aational development. The contribution of Ogidan, Aka;;

and Goren emphasise the fact that addt educatio" coUa U. oiea u. u Irl"u.r.
of ensudng human security and peacebuilditg *fri.f, -u.t ut*uyr-r._iin
top pdorities_ofevery responsible govemment as part ofgovemance agenda.
Iyanda, Olufayo and Savage delve into the role of aduit education a'nd itsvarious foms in helping in the reduction of the in"ia".r"." of orrt-of-r"iJ
children Olajide, Olajide and Sijuade also detve jnto how adutl educarion
rs belng tunded in Nigeria and irs associared.hallenges.

Gbenro, ODi and Apena coflsider lhe processes and procedules involv€d

in adult leaming cufficulum dev€lopment; this is with a view to presefllng

ii. ".".,trt "ii"""f 
identity as welt as ensures economic grorth and

.i.uii*. bt.rrf"a. and oguny;nka show that jnvestmeni in adull and

;;;-i;-; ;r;.;'." can pa-u aiuiaena' not onlv jn rerms or economic

;;;;;.;i"*t -d "-piov."n, 
bur also on health and demosraphic

i"-rrrri.* wiu-. r"l".oh and olubod'n e*amine lhe role of the National

l"--ftrl"t i- ea"ft anal Nofl_Educatiofl as the flatioflal coordinating

J*i. fot 
"a"ft 

.a""",lon ifl Nigeria, while sarumi analyses the contribution

.iirr. o"o"r-* .rearlt Education, University oflbada4 Ibadafl' Nigeria

io .irl, 
"iu"",io" 

ptu"tice in Nigeria sirrce its establishoent in 1949'
'" -i" ii"it contriiution, Adeniyi and oke show that the forei$l doflor

asencies have become vely imponant parme's in the developmenl of adult

Iririi"" *NG.;" r, sr,ow" rie c*cii1'olesplaved bythese donoraBencies

i. ,..i.iir" NfUieri" *fth her quest lo implement several global declaralions

." ririiiEr.ri.r' s"r"i and Akinlemi explore how adult and ron-formal

iJ*"tl-"" .^" ."rr"""" the youth's ma*etability and employability as well

"r 
,"-. * ,"""a"" f., Voutir unemployment in Nigeria Ojo and Sanya call

io. cuL*ri int"-.n,ions in desigdng ways of motivaling the leamers to

achieve effectiveness in their leaming process Oludeyi' Elrnsakln ano

b-r""" "r".*"*. "aul1 
educators to adopl technology in facilr6ting adxlr

il"-l.i ,t"".o ,rr." .hapter also considers rhe appropfiarmess of u.sing

iil* ,.""i""i"41,t "t 
lv"[ as the barriers their usage Babalola and Ajibola

.-rf 
"* 

ii" p"tlorliry 
"f 

aPplying Technology-AccePunce Model in ersuring

health information )iteracy improvemenr' The perspective oi agerng ano

"arlij""-i"g 
p-*" in i'{ig.iio ut presented by Avantunii ard Ayoola

"r."* 
,rr.t 

"iirri. 
*" ,tle to ieam and acquire rrew knowledge throughout

ii,"il rir".. rrlli **ra;g 1o the duo is a paradjgm shift jn thinldng from

yritrs past wheD il was thought lhat adull< were unable to leam because ol

ifi""ti t."",i" f."g*ity or- environment AccordiDg to Akinkrmmi aDd

ii',r,trni pror.r.loirt tiaining is seen as an active ingredient of adult

;J,;;;,,";;;;; lannot be ivpassed when Ialkjns of upsladins and

advi0cing stitts, attioaes and l!-flowledge that lead to effective perfomance

in thr \,vrn kplaces.

t]rf,liJ* la.t"lr" anil Suamola make concePtual cladflcations of

,o.io,r,r" pn,lrt"." confronting state agencies of adult afld non_formal

cducatiort gtncrally using Niger state as case study The chapter fould that

though thcrc wuc various proglafllmes, inability of the agencies to souce

iir. .'r."grr i",,a. *"a" the aglncies face organisation and administration



inFilr, rency that mrke developmenr ot adull educrrion jn Nrgella a mjraee&lr*.ti 
,::9 Iliyerni anernpr perusing rhe ,".r""...r.".r,. .in,jo"isoc,ery and lifelong leam,ng rs, conremporary di"...rr;(;;l;;;:"r;

for livrog) in rheir conrrjbution_
A_derogba and Egunyomi stress thar women education is a maiorc-onrriburor i', moving women our of primirive ,;J;;;;;;';;;r:;:;irnto (he modem, profitable enlerprise and wonhwhile wdge ;;?;1.,,i;;;also crirrcat in guiding inCividr:ais ana r

.h.,".i,.. ;;; ?;;;;'*;;:,?;:: 
^'#x;:,:: I:[ 

j,,.*".,ff 
,i"Jevaluabon process in adult educatlon as

and oprne rhar such process ,houla be te, I 
connnuous plocess of itrquiY

'".ri.* ..n"aur.,' tr,.i:;;; ;;ili];Hi::':ilI',I[-:?i."J::
and-pracebuilding as closety Iinked since borh i**ri, ar.1"",rr,...'r#,rerarolnshrp buiiders and panicjpatory processes wnicl can fosier effecrJJpeaceburJdjng processes in rhe South-S(
,^r*a.r*r.-*., iia o'k"u; ;;,;", ;.";,:;:::lt :%',::iff,;1,:l#iI;
rise above the qualiry of its insrructors dnd the.f"," ,fr"y 

"rJf.r"',f," """Jlor rnsn-uctors conlinujng professional dcveloprnent.

^^_lT,:1il.T 
.{,lir book would be gtad to see that this book is used as acom?anronnotonlybystudents, reachers andpolicy_"k"..i.;;;l ;;;;;but by every Nigedan who can read. The book .""0f", ,fr. ,""J"ri"-i.r. ,better insight into the essence ofadult educarion ,, 

" 
lif"l"rg i;;;i;;-pr;;and essential tool for borh individual and natirrrl d"r"t.;;;;t.'i?;;;.fis that this book which celebrares pmfess,

discourse in,h; o,;;;;;;;i;;;;;:"'?:Iil:H H,li,*:;;;.,'*"
Professor Kola Kazeem
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Socio-Economic Development of Developing

Countries: The Role of Adult Education

K. S. Adesokan and A. O Olawuni

Introductio1r

Nigeria is the most populous country in Aftica with an estimated

nooulation of 174 million fhe counry is endowed with a variery of

I"La'r"r""*., Nit"ria js a flember of rhe organisation of Paroleum

ir*rting i"r""i", ioPEC), aod a leadiag producer of palm-oil' cocoa'

-i.t":i!J"r""[, poverty continues to ravage the poteltially lealthy
.;;;;;. Nt-*" is ianted iszna of 188 nations in the 2016 Humar

ir"#Jp..iil-a.- ru"ited Nations Development P'""i'Ij 
19]6];

s"-,*"; ii to 70 iercent of Nigerians are poor' ard the rate

"""ioir-*a 
is about 1s percent (United Nations Developm

Proeramme. 2004b).' "i;;i;-;;";;;; 
development or anv narion depends basicallv

the alevelopmeflt of mafl in the couoty Human capital develol

iirr,ry r"iJ* -a r". aoe to a1l foms of develTi*,tli1h:
iii# *Juuy, *"n"-icallv or politicaltv Eze (1998) rishtlv notes

," ro"i",v ""t 
a.raop uflless there are efIi"i:"I i* u:d,::1"-L

""'r "i*i . i" to.i"f i"stitutiofls' Mbalisi and Oyebarniji (2015)

;; li;;ti"'t economy has been bedeviled with poor infrasu

i* i*'7"tJ"r*ent 
"nd 

maintenance, depeodence on imported

and services, reliance on a single economic sector' weal< tno

"r*"iw. 
in"ffraltnt und iffffective public utilities and low literacy

rdir iiir"i"t. trto*r,hat the country is experiencinglow socio'ecol

i"r"i"o-tJ *rti.rt improvement i[ the level of literacy

Dositive effect on
'-- wtlt" emphasising the impact of education on

Socio-Economic Dev€loltent of Develolirg Counfries 93

development Njoku (2011) compares the development of developed

courtries to developing countries aod submits that the experience of
maoy developed counffies has shown that therc was a close relationship

between literacy, educational growth, increased productivity and general

ilevelopment. Literacy is a form of adutt education. Therefore, adult
education in all its forms is capable ofdeveloping human beirg afld cao

as well assist any country facing socio_economic problems. Literacy

will help irl the imFovement ofthe eight ways by which socio-economic

development madfests according to Mbalisi and Oyebamiji that is the

improvement in standard of liviog; leve1s of awareness; idfrastructural
base; prcduction capacities; basic amenities, improved social seruces,

and so on tansition ftom primary to secondary production; alld good

govemance.

The objective of the process of adult educatiod and Dational
development is to get the adults, either as individuals or as a group, to

lcam aod through leaming to change their attitude afld behaviour (Ewuzie,

2012; Jir,tia and Maikano, 2014). They therefore, submit that adult

cducation all over the world is geared towards trational developmetrt.

Aclult education programme is capable of addressing the problems atrd

ch[llenges of poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, hunger, disease, cdses

d so oII that most developing couatdes including Nigeria are facing

ch hinders people's development ecoflomically, socially afld

tionally.
ehamsideen (2016) submit that Nigeria like most developing

s has placed undue emphasis on folmal educatiorl while
neglecting adult education. The salient questiod that needed

tllscd at this juflcture is that will adult education programmes

thc socio-economic development in Nigelia as well as in other

countries? This chapter, therefore, set out to examide the

adult cducation in promotion of socio-economic development

countdes.

c Development: Conceptuallsation 8nd
(Indices)

aation of development has ufldelgone metamorphosis

Wrr II cnded in 1945 (Ewetao ard Urhie, 2014). The
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mealing and the conceptualisation of development was greatly

influenced by the ideological contadiction between the Socialist East

and the Capitalist West. As a result of this, differeot authonties have

dehned development in line with their o\rn ideological beliefs Halt
(1981) sees developm€nt as a steady overall economic groll'th ofa nation

together with the steady reduction of gap between the lich afld the poor.

He stressed that \Mithout the concept of equitable distribution ofnatioral
wealth, economic expansion cafl only be called gro$th, not development.

Chandler (2007) looks at the concept ftom a multifaceted pe6pective

and man centred approach when he submitted that developmeflt is a

broader corcept that rccognises psychological and material facto$ that

measure human well-being.
Okeke in Okorosaye-Orubite (2005) sees development as "growth

plus change", while Okorosaye-Orubite (2005) understands development

as "chaoge in a desirable directioo and encompassing many different

dimensions". Iyoha, Oyetusi and O akii (2003) in Adesokan (2016)

submit that the orthodox view of dev€lopmelt assumes that grclvth ifl
income will translate automatically to improvements io the welfare of
the citizeN of any given country. This is to say that developmeot is

multifaceted alld it leads ftom one sector to the other.

The taflsformation of the society and the emergence of flew social

and economic organisations are critical indicators of development
(Stiglitz cited in Nwanegbo and Odigbo, 2013). Economic, social aad

potitical developmelts are part of the dimensions of developmeflt ftom

which the concept "Socio-Economic" was coined. Okowa (2005) refc!

to them as a tripod ftamework on which the socio-ecotromic fomation
of any soci,jty rests, The New Paltnership for Africa's Developmcntr
(NEPAD) (2010) sees socio-economic development as the

between economic and social life. This definition implies that
ecotromic development is the coltinuous improvemeot in the

and in the standard of living ofthepeople. This includes access to

education, better healthcare, decent housing, safe ddflkiflg water, go

sanitatiotr as well as equitable dist bution of a nation's wealth. S

economic developmedt is measured with indicators such as

Domestic Product (GDP), life expectancy, literacy and lcvch
employment. AnyEnwu (1987) joins to condemr developmental efforts ftom
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Mbalisi and Oyebamiji (2015) submit that the concept of socio-
economic development grew out of arguments that any growth in the

economy must reflect on the wellbeing of the masses if such growth
must be appreciated. Socio-economic status is the positioll assigned to
an individual on his social group as deterrnined by his attitudes towards

him and the other member of the group's socio-economic status
(Ibrahim, Sani and Chinenye, 2012). Socio-economic status means class

that an indi{idual belong to in the social and economic situation ofthe
society.

Development generally and natioaal development in particular
cannot be achieved without the active participation ofthe adult members

of the society. Nyerere in his famous Arusha Declaration of 1968 as

cited in Obi (1987) assefis that "the development ofa county is brought
about by people not by money. Money and \4ealth are the result and IIot
the basis of d€velopmeflt". Participation ofpeople in developmedt efforts
is made possible only whefl people know what to do afld how to do it
0nd have the urge to do it. For the people to do these, they have to be

cquipped with adequate knowledge, skills, values, competencies which
(lctcrmine the number and quality of labour forces (indices of national
dcvelopmeflt) available. Obi (1987) further opines that experiences of
R(cnt yea$ have sho$,n that no natio[ can develop beyofld the leve1 of
lducation of its citizens.

Obi (1987) observes with dismay that many countries normally
dlvclop without grovth due to overemphasis on ecoflomic growth as a

y td stick for measudflg development, This has resulted io what Callaway

Obi (1987) describes as "growth ifl ecoflomic terms without
lopment in the sense of improved coflditions of livi[g for the

ty of the people. Again, developmeflt was achieved at the expense

thc other needs of the people for whom development was mea[t".
lcs in Obi (1987) buttress this poirt by lamerting over the

tration of planrers or1 the establishment of inftastructure such

r plants, steel mills, refineries, railways, bridges, roads etc to the

that they give an ominously low priority to the welfare of the

vileg€d masses whose hopes and fears, satisfaction and frustration
not only to political stability but to the development prccess
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this perspectiv€ by arguiflg that capital investment, by itself, would
achieve nothing for natioral consolidatiod if it did not have behind it
the force of humao skills.

Concept of Adult Education

There is no general definition to the telm adult €ducation, different
authors gives different meanirlg to the t€rm. In understanding the telm
there is need to address the issue ofwho ao adult is before attempting
to explain what adult education is all about. In addressing who ar adult
is, certain pammete$ are used. From a general perspective, an adult
could be considered especially by people outside the fi€ld of adult
education, as a grown person; one who is legally of age, as opposed to a
minor. Such a person is old enough to maintain a family.

The meanitrg of the term 'adult' is vague, especially whefl it is used
to ideltify the client of adult education. A person may be an adult
biologically and have adult behaviouI but still be treated as a child if he
is under the legal age of matudty. OrI the other hand, one may legally be
afl adult but possess none ofthe maturity and responsibility that define
adult character (Braimoh, 1990). The meaning of the term 'adult' as it
is applicable irl this context, is a person regarded as an adult by the
society to which he belongs. Therefore some term can be employed in
defining who an adult is; the terms are biological, legal, social and
economic.

What then is adult education? Adult educatioa according to
UNESCO (1994) is the entire body of organised educational activities
provided for people who are not in the regular school and univers
system, generally fifteen years or older and are matured with
responsibilities. This UNESCO'S definition is in lire with Shams
(2016) who sees adult education as any form of leaming undertaken
o! provided for mature men and women outside the formal s

system, Adult educatiofl therefore is regarded as afly educatioo Eivcn
aduhpersons, men andwomenand any instruction that makes it
for them to learo to read and w te. Adult education gives
to those who missed formal form of learning and empowers
categolies. Anyanwu (1987) sees adult education as educatio[
enables people to be aware of both individual and community
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and pro_vides the types of learfling that enables recipients to cope
successfully with current problems. This is to suffice that Ad;lt
Education is capable of integrating adult into the society by providing
and empowedng them with educatiofl. This is why Adedoktrn 120121
submits that adult educatio[ is a form of cducation that rcdresses the
imbalance between the education receiv€d when one is young and that
of later tfe

Akinpelu (2002) in describing adult ealucation notes that: Adult
education as a social institution is a common featrue of every society,
even of the gerontocratic variety. African traditional societv whic;
loosely and imprecisely defined ir as educarion of lhe aduir, is an
affirmation rhat nobody, howevet old. is immufle to new knou,ledge,
new ideas and aew skills, in whatever setting that may be; th.rs tie
saying that old dogs can leam l1ew tricks. This Akinpelu,s explanation
emphasised that Adult Education is not mea[t for the aged b;t it is an
inclusive education that helps and assists its patronage ti develop their
potential and elables them to contribute to the socio-economic
lransformation of thei society. In lirc with the submission that Adult
cducation is an inclusive education, Mbalisi (2010) defines Adult
liducation as "aoy educative and puryoseful leami[g activity organised
for adults to initiate them into a new way oftife ty piovidini thel with
Iclcvant skills, competencies, kflowledge, informatio[ aod attitud.s
loquired to excel in that aspect of life,,.

Mbalisis definirion is burressed by Olon (2012) who submirs thal
ldult cducarion is concemed with preparing people for life, but more
nportantly with helping people to live more successfully. Different
hnnitions of adult education show that Adult Education isio enharrcq

lop and integrate people to be productive in their societv. This is in
with its objectives as contained in Ni8eria policy on educarion:

To provide firnctiooal literacy education for adults who have
never had the opporfuflity of aIIy formal education.
To provide functional and remedial education for those young
pcople who prematurely dropped out of the formal school
$ystcm,

(l)
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To provide fulther educatioo for different categories of

..'.rlof"i." oi forarr education sysiem rn order 10 improve

their basic knowledge and slolls'

;;;;;td; l;-.J'ice and on-the-job vocational and

,-riti"*, Eaining for differenl categories of workers and

'nrofessionals in order to improve their skjlls'

[. -r" ii" "i"u "','zens 
of the counrry desthetic cultura]

,nal civic education for public enlighrcoment'

Forms of adult education which range from lireracy' adult,llslc

.auiJ,ion, iir.ronc r.uming continuingeducalion' adult basrc and non-

;;;;A;;",;*"ioJ education' prison education aad commuflitv

O.'r""r."*'4" .**Je of promoring and en}tancing socio_economic

i."""rrni"t.f the co'ntiy The wide scope of adult educ-ation

;";;;il;;;;;;; itesol '"'"" ror a wide hereroseneous audience

t:.;;;""i";;, ;;- profession, social status erhnic diversitv' reliSious

ilenomiflation and political affi[ity'

Promoting Socio-Economic DeYelopment in DeYeloping

Countries Through Adult E'lucatio!

(3)

(4)

(5)

Adult education is for all, learning is not confirmed to childhood'

il'J;;;;;";'" (6"'r'u'a' zooo) t'" need to accelerate socio

""ono-i" 
a"r"fop-""t is vital Poverty eladicatioo-may rcqutreactlo]

i"-."i"". ,rr" sifering of the poor and increase tl"i1 i:*:: ': j:-t]
;*j;;;l;;r" *n*';s action to increase the poor's abilitv to

;; i;;;;;;o,a";." meet their reeds Adutt education is a'
rnder any legal comPulsion'

Droeramme afld flot usually undertaken t

ii;ffi ;;i;;;;;;; uge'und fo' differen L pu rposes der iberatdv,

;;;;;;;, for indi"ia"at' gloup of people communitv state or

""i".J 
pt gr"*,ftt Ilexible narure of adull *"i'ii q',":t-t-"..""7

;ft11l"l,ffil;;; pJo'Gto c"t i"'or""a rhe Federal Republlc

ii-; A;1;;;;;;riise. tt'e importun"'. "l:1L"1';-':i:":::llffi"r.i-i"ra ."ffiined that eiucation in Nigeria is an ins

"r. ".Lrf"r* 
for effecting nalional development"'

'"' ;;;;;;;;; ;;i"r,rtcd r-har no maner the rorms orcducation

l"f.;;;i;;; ion-formal), thcte should be closc link bctwcon
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education programme and socio-economic status Fafunwa (1974),

submits that socio-economic situation of the adult ald rural populace

correlates positiv€ly with their participation in educatioflal programmes,

be it formal, iaformal or adult education. Furthermore, adult afld

continuiog education promote worke$ tra ning, increases literacy level

towards change and enhances the minlmum knowledge required.

Justifiably therefore, adult education, though stricdy outside the fomal
school system has a great influence on the quality arld development of
the society. Adult education according to (Department of Education

and Science, 2000) is rooted in lifelong leaming which involves the pursuit

ofknowledge either for personal or professional reasons. Ouane (2009)

emphasise the relevaace of adult education as an ever emerging

empowe ng tool which is caFable of liberatiog a[d harnessing the

crcative forces of people, the potential of commudties arld the wealth

of nations in a situation of global crisis. Ifl the same veia USOE (2013)

submits that adult education becomes a useful tool in fteeing people

from povefy-ridden situations when one understands the rcle of adult

education in empowering individuals to become self-sufiicient and self-

tcliant with skills necessary for future or present employment aod

personal successes.

According to Seya (2014) inv€stment it1 the development of human

cupital, though adult education is crucial fol developing a labour force

lnd managerial know-how, ability to compete in today's global economy.

Adult education programmes unlike education for childrefl/youths,

!( nlrc on the immediate needs and problems of the adults in their homes,

aofinl and occupational roles, civic and economic interests aad therefore

hlvc immediate direct positive relatioffihip with developmert objectives

llry level - individual, community, or natiooal Without adult

lfnlion at all levels for all citizens of a country, the objectives of
l0nll dcvelopment plans cannot fully be achieved because majority

flr productive manpowei in a county will not be effeciively mobilised

icipation in the development plans (Ifebigh in Obi, 1987). This

(Scya,2005) submits that adult education is a transmissiofl process

rnl, technical or vocational knowledge, as well as skills, values

lllllldcs which takes place out of the formal education system

I vlaw to remedying early inadequacies of mature people or
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equipping th€m \irith the knowledge and cultural elements required for
their self-fulfilment and active participation in the social. economic and
political life of the societies. The relevance of adult education in
developmelt is Irot limited to financial and vocational empowerment
of people, but that it empowers people in acquidng relevant knowledse
in form oI sensrlisation on democrdri. values and prrncrples whrih
includes rights, duties and obligations ofcitizens. This is why Seya(2005)
submits that for democracy to be achieved, adult education is needed
to educate citizens on the democratic culture as well as inform them of
their rights and responsibilities as democracy also requires people to
actively pafticipate ar local, national and global levels.

It has beefl submifted that (Adanek and Tiver, 2011 in Tambawal.
2012) mally contemporary counties of the world have aclult and non-
formal educatioI1 to bring about tremendous social, political and
economical development of th€ir societies. Some of these countries
include the United States of America, Great B tain, Cuba and Tanzania.
When the USA started, it was people who dreamr of building a socio-
economic model similar to that of Europe who first chose it as their
home. They grouped themselves illto groups of workmen (farmers,
miners, fishermen, mechanics, etc.) and within a short time, these groups
grew in numbers and demanded skills for more efEcient perflomance
oftheir hades. This is ro say that adult education did not fail develop€d
count es, definitely if well utilised in deveioping counrries. it will
cont bute to socio-economic development in the country most especially
in Nigeda.

Conclusion

Development ofthe people precedes development of the nation. Adult
education is a ve table tool for socio-economic development in Nigeria.
Adult educatiolr is crucial to personal and national development as skills,
knowledge, competencies, attitude, aptitudes, etc. are acquired through
one progamme of adult education or the other. Adult education is an
instrument inboosting the image, self-esteem and confidence of an adult,
thus enabling them to participate more actively in the national
development effort.

Socio-Economic Develolment of Developing Countrics tol

Since adult education programmes has helped developed countries
in human capacity development, govemment at all levels should create
enabling environment through the provision of adequate lundiog,
materials and facilities required to educate the adult members in order
to contribute to the development in their immediate environment and
country at largc.

Contcmporary world requircd necessary skill to enhance develop-
ment, and also enables people to become well-infomed citizens, capable
of thinking critically and owning their destiny through active pafticipa_
tion, thercfore, govemment shodd carry out adequate sensitisation to
get people aware of the impoftance of continuous learning.
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