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Abstract |
A coup d’état is the violent overthrow of a government by a small group of military, police or

security forces. It results in the illegal replacement of the existing government personnel. Coups
are occurrences that have ravaged the Africa continent from time of its state’s independence to the
present. Despite the common belief that increase in democratic practices should lead to fewer
incidents of coups, this appears not to be the case. The nature and legitimacy of the {-em_oval of
former Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi was hotly debated by political scientist a_nd
international relations analyst. Morsi had won few friends internationally for his gauche handlt_ng
of the country during his twelve months in power, and there was no doubt thqt the der.nonstra.n.on
against his growing arbitraries reflected a very strong and popular c.urrent in Egypttan politics.
The one international organisation that has respondedl in a principled, decisive an.d prompt
manner is the African Union which suspended Egypt on 4" July 2013. The reason for this was that
the constitutive Act of the African Union prohibits any member state, in ».vhlch t.here is an
unconstitutional transfer of power, from participating in the activities of the union. This provision
was born in 1997 as a measure to prohibit military coups and comp,el them _to @and over power to
elected government as soon as possible. With the drafting of 'the AU’s constitutive Act in 20Q0, ”'1161
measure was expanded to all unconstitutional means of taking power. The mode of al.’lalySlS wi
base on secondary sources and observation method. The article assesses the African Union

response in the coup in Egypt.

Keywords: African union; Coup d’etat; Democracy; Military

Introduction ‘ r
w The removal of Egypt’s President, Mohamed Morsi on 3 ¢ July 2013 sparked a

. 113 ) 14
debate surrounding two questions: What constitutes a coup? And “Can a coup be good}.\
These questions are not merely academic; how we answer them will shape the

international response to this event. But while engaging in this debate, we should be
175
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careful not to conflate these two questions. The first—"“What constitutes a coup?” g
objective, or at least it should be. By most accepted definitions, what happened i Egypt
was a coup: the military removed the sitting head of state through unconstitutiong| Meang
The second—“Can a coup be good?”— this question is more subjective and politica| I%
the international community allows this second question to interfere with the first—if
shy away from calling Morsi’s ouster a coup because we are glad to see him go— the
international response will be incoherent and inconsistent. Such a response could set ,
bad precedent, prolong the crisis, and exacerbate factional tension. The experience of two
other countries that have recently undergone analogous coups helps highlight this pojn;
Similar debates about the characterisation and justifiability of coups took place in 2009
when Honduras’s military forced President Manuel Zelaya into exile and again in 2010
when Niger’s military ousted President Mamadou Tandja (BBC, 2012).

Both Zelaya and Tandja pocketed their legislatures and judiciaries while
attempting to bypass constitutional term limits and expand presidential powers. These
Coups were seen as last efforts to restore democracy in the face of increasingly
authoritarian presidents. One defender of Zelaya’s exile called it “the good coup,” apq
defenders of Tandja’s ouster called it a “counter-coup” (Csmonitor, 2010). The military
Juntas in both countries quickly returned power to civilian-led governments through
elections widely regarded as free and fair. Democratic intentions notwithstanding, the
presidential ousters in Honduras and Niger were coups, and the international community
responded to them as such. The Organization of American States (OAS) unanimously
voted to suspend Honduras in accordance with the Inter-American Democratic Charter,
and the African Union (AU) suspended Niger in accordance with the African Charter oy
Democracy, Elections, and Governance (Al Jazeera,2010).

What happened in Egypt is not different from that of Honduras and Niger. But if
anything, the actions of Tandja and arguably also of Zelaya likely provided more grounds
for justifying a coup than did Morsi’s. International responses have varied considerably,
from explicit condemnation to open support (Al Jazeera, 2013). The lack of a consistent
or cohesive response exposes regional and international divisions and threatens to
exacerbate the crisis as some countries line up behind the ousted leader and others behing
the new one. This reaction resembles that of Honduras following initial condemnation of
the 2009 coup. Most African governments criticised the coup in Egypt. In the case of
Honduras, Venezuela and Ecuador demanded the reinstatement of Zelaya.

The article is divided into five sections dedicated respectively to Coup and
Democracy in Africa, Egypt Political History before 2013, and The 2013 Coup in Egypt,
Egypt Coup and African Union and conclusion.

Coup and Democracy in Africa

Evans (1998) defined the concept of a coup d’état in two fascinating manners.
Firstly, he defines a coup d’état as “a sudden and decisive stroke of government policy”.
A coup becomes definitive action that is legal and by its very character designed to
achieve some elusive successes. In other words, a coup d’état projects in the most direct
manner possible the letter of government’s intentions. Ferguson (1987) reinforces this
view with his personal perception of a coup as perpetuating reform and creating a “new

176
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order” in which the country “was being s .

frivolity ()fll.lc politicians who may be zf’:;cqulsv(f(;J o“frmall:z?]lii . frg'm .lhe.decadence. anc:
spirit or turning the country into what the fighting men perc g or dissipating the natloni
From the ;)cr§[)ccl|vc of_ ordinary people a coup d’éta:’ Y Z:VC t}(,) be a laughlng-sto?k .
about um':crtmn‘ expectations-the prelude to hope or disaster 'erhp. etr)l‘?menon that brings
second dimension of the concept as Evans sees it which déf’ oA el
“sudden and unconstitutional change of governmen,t or regimea,l ?gi::: P;l;‘;f;(;menon as a

" )Other COﬂlrl‘l‘)llltE)r.s to the. subject of coups d’état include Luttwak etal (1968) who
describes a coup as “the infiltration of a small byt critical segment of the state apparatus

which is then used to displace the governme :
: nt from its control inder” i
this manner excludes the use of the military as the major act of the remainder” and in

i.lctiO.IZl, lz;s alllud.ed to earlix'ar in Ferguson ('1987). Huntington (
:sgxz::ionyog aféniocrcziu;‘)‘z(;zpt lg?gt;itiigE:Stio“f;reeakthrolfgh»’ guardian”, z%nd “veto”. The
. it _ met with stares of bewilderment, fear,

anger, Or even panic. In a region in which states have been grudgingly described
liberal democracies and with good reason ded e
democracies, an in-depth examination of the extrar Elzgarl e elt'h " .p.seudo of Niwd
consequences of unconstitutional removal of a e il Elowever, the
has not been stopped. Perpetrators have often bégeor:/ irnrpent g d phenom.enon

. ; ubjected to charges of treason if the
coup is successful, continental and even global sanctions against military governments
are applied, as well as isolation designed to persuade them to revert to democratic
governance.

Several researchers haye reviewed the outcomes of military coups d” etat. Early
work by Jackman (1978) attributed coups d’état that took place in the new states of
Africa from 1960 to 1975 to three broad reasons, namely social mobilisation or
“modernisation”; cultural pluralism; and political factors (i.e. political party systems and
mass participation). According to Jackman, both social mobilisation and the presence of a
dominant ethnic group had destabilising consequences for newly established states in
sub-Saharan Africa. He further argued that a multiplicity of political parties can be
destabilising, whereas single-party dominance has had a stabilising effect on post-
independence governments. However, when in interaction with electoral turnout
(political mobilisation), Jackman found both multipartyism and the dominant ethnic
group to have destabilising effects.

Reacting to Jackman’s earlier analysis, Johnson, Slater and McGowan (1984)
“found that states with relatively dynamic economies whose societies were not very
socially mobilised before independence and which have maintained or restored some
degree of political pluralism have experienced fewer military attempted coups, and coup
plots than have states with the opposite set of characteristics”. In other words, they
concluded that some measures of positive economic performance are highly stabilising
such as a high level of productive employment, robust economic growth, sound export
performance (ratio of export —imports to GNP), and diversified commodity exports. In
attempting to evaluate the internal factors leading to a coup, McBride (2004) and Collier
and Hoeffler (2007) focused their analyses on the military itself. According to McBride,
the military intervene in political affairs mainly for reasons of personal greed, being
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motivated by the “rents” they hope to extract once they gain power or control over the
state. Collier and Hoeffler have highlighted the interdependence between the risks of a
coup (plotted, a.ttem.pted, or successful) and the level of military spending at the time, for
example, Mauritania and Chad. They found that in countries with a low coup risk
goverqments respond by reducing military spending, whereas in countries with a high
coup risk, govex:nments tend to increase military spending.
In the immediate post-colonial period in Africa, coups
gartshof Africa, from East (Uganda) to North (Algeria), from West (Guinea Bissau) to
out (Lesotho).'There were also many more failed coup attempts, announced and
}mannour.lced. T}:HS phenomenon in the post-independence phase was blamed on outside
intervention during the Cold War. Unconstitutional regime changes seemed to have
reduced in frequepcy at the end of the Cold War when many African states embraced
fiemocrzflcy, organised elections and acceded to international human rights laws and other
international norms and principles. However, in the past decade, unconstitutional regime
changes ar!d “constitutional crises” have gradually crept into the African political sphere,
occurring in Madagascar(2009), Céte d’Ivoire (1999), Togo (1967), Guinea (2008) and
Guinea-Bissau (1980) as well as Mauritania (2005) and Mali (2012). African regional
and sub-regional organisations such as: Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), African Union (AU) have been confounded by this renewed trend. Since
unconstitutional regime change can no longer be blamed on external actors and external

interests, what accounts for this recent surge?
One reason for the resurgence of this phenomenon is the failure of democracy in
Africa. Democracy has been interpreted and applied in different ways throughout the

continent according to the whims and caprices of politicians and ruling elites, causing
significant discontent among many African people. A democracy is a regime in which: (i)
there is meaningful and extensive competition at regular intervals among individuals and
organised groups for all effective positions of government power, and without the use of
force; (ii) a highly inclusive level of political participation exists in the selection of

leaders and policies, such that no major (adult) social group is excluded; and (iii) a
berties exists to ensure the integrity of political

sufficient level of civil and political li
competition and participation (Diamond, 1990) . In the same vein, a semi-democratic
ical competition and freedom exists,

regime is one in which a substantial degree of polit
but where the effective power of elected officials is so limited, or political competition is
d faimess of elections is so compromised that electoral

so restricted, or the freedom an

outcomes, while competitive, still deviate significantly from popular references. In
addition, civil and political liberties are so limited that some people are unable to
organise and express themselves freely according to their political orientation and
interests (Diamond, 1990). An authoritarian regime is one in which little or no
ists (Diamond, 1990).

meaningful political competition or freedom ex
While many African states can lay claim to having accepted democracy in
theory, in Practice, the majority of them are semi-democratic. They have accepted

democracy, but democratic principles of freedom of speech, human rights, free and
transparent elections, are not being adhered to. Thus, even though most African people
embraced democracy (at the end of the Cold War) as opposed to military rule and had
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preat expectations of it, in some states
especially in terms of the guarante
p()pululiun in developing countries ¢

» democracy has not brought the expected rewards,
¢ of human security. The large segments of the

, . i €main poor, and faith in the ability of democratic
regimes o improve living standards and provide security becomes a challenge.

‘The reason wh}{ most regime changes in the
popular support, especially at the local level. However, is public opinion and support
enough justification for organising a coup? This raises questions about the options that
citizens have when they are unable to remove by democratic means an undemocratic
president, who perpetuates him/herself in power. The lack of options will result in both
open and tacit support for unconstitutional change in governments. But this should not be
the only solution to removing autocratic rulers. The wave of democracy in Africa in the
1990s and 20005 in places like Benin, Mali, Ghana, Malawi, Uganda Nigeria, and several
other countries in the region, led to the perception that the military had relinquished its
hold on African political affairs to civilians, and subjected it
However, cvents in Mauritania, Guinea, Mali and Guinea-Biss
opposite as the military in these countries have re-emer
with the stated intention of breaking with the troubled constitutional order for a limited
period of time in order to reform a democracy which has supposedly been corrupted by
ruling civilian elites/governments. This raises questions concerning the military’s
interpretation of its role as the protectors of the Constitution.

past were successtul was the level of

self to civilian control,
au have proved the very
ged. Coups have been organised

Igypt Political History before 2013

Lgypt, a proud nation with an ancient history, lies at the heart of the Arab world
and is often viewed as a bellwether for broader trends in the region. With a population of
around 80 million and its location bridging both Africa to the Middle East and the
Mediterrancan to the Red Sea, Egypt has long played a pivotal role in the region. And in
a region that has seen more than its share of internal political crises — military coups, civil
wars, and revolutions — Egypt stands out as having experienced remarkable continuity in
its domestic political scene. Nevertheless, three years after uprising, Egypt’s capital is
crowded, busy, confused, and messy. The military has taken firm control, elevating its
leader, Gen, Abdel Fata al-Sisi, to the presidency. He follows in the footsteps of dictators
like Jamal Abdel Al-Nasser, Anwar al-Sadat, and Hosni al-Mubarak.

Now what is democracy? Thus far, the definition of democracy in Egypt is
simply “not the current regime.” Indeed as according to experts, the Cairo protest was
revolutionary because for the first time, the people are taking responsibility of their
government and embracing notions of a need to do something about it. Democracy is
thought to encompass “individual freedom and identity, diversity, political and economic
competition, popular sovereignty, and political accountability” (Tessler 2007: 109).
Within the revolution, Egypt’s focus was on change in society and politics. In particular,
Egypt wanted an end to Mubarak’s thirty-year rule, and wanted to get rid of its current
constitution. As the Middle East’s “population and intellectual leader,” Egypt is in a
unique position to demonstrate successful democratisation in the Arab world (Roskin
ctal, 2008: 292).
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Mubarak is overthrown and after a military coup led by General Abdel Fattah 4

Sisi, seek to review how Egypt’s expectations align with that of reality. Now as Egypt’-

military currently governs the county, we seek to examine how the debate behind Egypt’z

ability to democratise will play out. The country is at a very critical point betweep

it out. At this critical point, the country cap

despotism and democratisation is battling 1
easily slip back into authoritarianism. Moreover regarding Egypt’s fragile political state

Egypt’s political history can further exacerbate this slip back into authoritarianism, which
is not in favour of successful democratisation. Egypt’s political history poses the greatest
impediment to Egypt pursuing a democratic form of governance on account of its
numerous cycles of authoritarian rule. , ,

Democratisation may prove a challenging development for Egypt because they
have democratic rule to refer to in their history. In the eyes of its political history and
d positively toward shaping democracy

current actions taken, military rule is not viewe
given that Egypt has had military dictatorships in the past. Authoritarianism in Egypt’s

history and culture explains the misconnection between where Egypt wants to be. For this
reason Egypt’s revolution faded away as the military reconstituted Mubarak’s repressive

structure.
The 2013 Coup in Egypt
An uncertain new political order took shape on 4th July 2013 when the military
democratically elected president, put a

deposed and reportedly detained the country’s first
d the constitution. This promoted thousands of people

top judge in his place and suspende
in the streets across Egypt to both applaud and assail the general’s decision to step into
lightly more than two years. It has

the country’s political fray for the second time in s
porters who insist he remains the

raised questions: What will happen to Morsi and his sup
country’s legitimate leader? What hopes remain to Egypt’s attempts to build a multiparty

democracy? According to Hani Sabra, Director of the Middle Eastern arm of the Eurasia
and consulting firms: “I think there are a lot of

Group, a US based political risk research
challenges it faces”, Sabra said noting the threat of more violence, possible divisions

within the anti-Morsi coalition and Egypt’s economic wWoes.
Morsi, a western educated Islamist elected a year ago, did not achieve the goals

of the people and failed to meet the generals’ demands that he share power with his
opposition (Sabra, 2013). Egypt’s top military officer, General Abdel-Fatah El-Sisi Said
in a televised speech'to the nation. Adly Mansour, head of the Country’s Supreme
Constitutional Court replaces Morsi as Egypt’s interim president, El-Sisi Said. Two days
before the coup he had become head of the court. At the swearing in Ceremony Mansour
said the Egyptian people had given him the authority “to amend and correct” the
revolution that toppled Hosni Mubarak in 2011. It is expected that new elections will be
held at an unspecified date.

Africa’s post colonial history is replete with unconstititutional changes of
government, which are executed using military coups and sundry vehicles. Most coup
plotters reason for striking is due to lack of transparency and accountability 1n
government, nepotism and general bad governance. Within a span of eight months, that is
between August 2008 and March 2009, military officers toppled the governments of three
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“8Yp

African countries. On August 6, 2008, Mauritan;j
coup plotters struck in Guinea on D
joined the list of troubled spots on
when a semblance of sanity appeare
Niamey, Capital of Niger Re i

Still not ready to shed its toga ag the hotbed o

rebels in the Central African Republic (CAR), in March 2013 ¢

Francois Bozize, paving way for leader of the Seleka reb ;
himself as the president. The Frequency of this ifje e e

consequences including considerabe contusion
deaths, hunger and arm struggles have led man
dissuasive powers of the African Unijop

vernment on the ¢

a elected president w

ecember 23, 2008, Or as removed while

1 March 17, 2009, Madagascar
Ing its elected president. Even
in 2010, a military coup in
andja of that country.
overnment changes,
hased out President
I Djotodia, to install
gal changes and its attendant negative
n the polity, despair, disgust, needless
Y to question the effectiveness and the

(AUYs policy on and response  to
ontinent.

the crisis in Egypt, professor of

isiting Fellovsf at the Nigerian Institute of public Relations,

that democratic structures were weakened by these classes of rulers.
to have elected Morsi in the first instance, he ought to have form
government, which he refused to do” (Abolade

what has happened to Moris is that |
the mandate given them at elections
to survive in office.

In the wake of Moris’ sack, Obama said he was dee
turn of events and called for a swift return to civilian rule. In
he released, he said,

US continues to believe firmly that the best foundation for lasting

stability in Egypt is a democratic political order with participation from

all sides and all political parties ,secular and religious civilian and
military. During this uncertain period we expect the military to ensure
that the rights of all Egyptian men and women are protected,. mch_xdm_g
the right to peaceful assembly, due process and free and fair trails in
civilian courts. Moreover the goal of any political process shou!d b? a
government that respects the rights of all people majorit)f and minority;
that institutionalize the checks and balances upon which democrgcy
depends; and that places the interest of the people above party or factlon,;
The voices of all those who have protested peacefully must be heard...

(Obama, 2013). -

eaders must realise that legitimacy does not end with
» as they must continue to earn it through their works

ply concerned by the latest
a four paragraph statement
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. Obama concluded that, no transition to democracy comes without difficuly, |
in the enc! it must stay true to the will of the people. An honest, cnpublg ‘«)m
representative government is what ordinary Egyptians seck and what they deserve ‘ltll‘d
!ongstanding partnership between the United States and Egypt is based on shyp Tc
interests and values and will continue to work with the Egyptian people to cnsu;‘c(ll;d
Egypt"s transition to democracy succeeds”(Lederman,2013). For Charles Dokubo of (l(l‘ti
Nigerian Institute of the International Affairs the Muslim Brotherhood that brought Moig
to power was deceptive from the beginning as it initially said it would not ficld ;\ '
capdldate at the presidential poll, but made a volte-face to field Moris. He added that they
said they would form an all —inclusive government, but refused to do that thereby forcing
,thf: .people to react to all these deceptions through their anger. He maintained that the
crisis would continue to fester unless the new helmsman takes into consideration, the
grievances of all Egyptians, advised Egyptian leaders to empower Egyptians as well as
institute economic programmes that would benefit the generality of Egyptians “ if this
happens” he stated “ no Egyptian will be concerned about who is in power” (Dokubo,

2013).

Egypt Coup and African Union
The event of the North Africa uprisings in 2011 forced many people particularly

officials of the African Union and leaders of African States, to pause and debate the
normative, legal and institutional aspects distinguishing revolutions from other
unconstitutional changes of government. It is of interest to note of all the global
governance institutions only the AU has unequivocally categorised the ouster of president

Morsi as unconstitutional change of government. The AU had to suspend Egypt from

AU activities including the peace and Security Council until

participation in all
erthrow of the

Constitutional order is restored. The decision of the AU states that the ov
democratically elected president does not conform to the relevant provisions of the
ution and therefore falls under the definition of an unconstitutional

rnment, and accordingly, and as mandated by the relevant AU
instruments, the Council decides to suspend the participation of Egypt in the AU’s
activities until the restoration of constitutional order” (Communiqué of the AU Peace and
Security Council 2013). The Swift and unequivocal response to the crisis in Egypt
emanates from the AU’s normative framework developed in response to specific

historical circumstances and the nature of African states and political parties.
The AU has four main instruments of which two are directly applicable to the

crisis in Egypt, namely: 1) the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance
(the Addis Charter) and (I 1) the Lome Declaration of July 2000 on the Framework for
an OAU Response to unconstitutional changes of Government(the Lome Declaration).
The African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance was developed as part of
the African Union stated emphasis on promoting democracy and good governance in
member states. It identifies issues that pose a threat to stability and democracy in Africa.
It provides an analysis into the root causes of unconstitutional changes of government

including human rights violations and suggests appropriate measures that can be taken to
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prevent as far as possible uncongtitutional changes of government from reoccurring.
Unconstitutional changes of government are with good reason, described in the charter’s
preamble as one of the essential causes of conflict in Africa. It has been raised as a matter
of concern in the protocol on Democracy and Good Governance of the Economic
Community of West African States. The Legislative intentions of the Lome Declaration
and the Addis Charter do not ban revolutions necessitated by prevailing unconstitutional
governance in a country. Indecd, as stated in many legal and philosophical texts, the AU
has supported popular demands for changes of illegitimate government. It is considered
that people have right to change their government when all other amicable and
constitutional means of replacing that government do not exist. The right to Revolution as
stated by John Locke is not only an entitlement of the people but also an obligation when
a government breaches the trust it enjoyed from the people (Locke 1764). Since
revolution is carricd outside the normal procedures of a constitution it becomes extra —
constitutional. The Legal and philosophical perspective of the right to revolution rests on
its extra-constitutional nature. Revolution express the general will and capacity of the
people to change governments that refuse to reform meaningfully to meet the demands of
the people. From this perspective, revolution is an extra-constitutional legitimate means
of replacing a government when the desired change of government is not available
through constitutional means. In specific reference to coups, the Lome’s declaration
refers to a “military coup d’état against a democratically elected Government” which
could be construed as indicating that a coup d’état against any undemocratic government
is acceptable. This would in effect encourage coup against governments perceived as
undemocratic, thus becoming a licence for dissatisfied military groups such as the current
coup in Egypt. |
The two AU instruments earlier mentioned tag the following five situations as
unconstitutional changes of government: 1) military coups d’état against a democratically
elected government; 2) intervention by mercenaries to replace a democratically elected
Government; 3) replacement of democratically elected Governments by armed dissident
groups and rebel movements; 4) the refusal by an incumbent government to relinquish
power to the winning party after free, fair and regular elections (OAU ,Lome’Declaration
of July 2000). Article 23(5) of the Addis Charter added a fifth situation that amounts to
an unconstitutional change of government and refers to “...any amendment or revision of
[a national] constitution or legal instrument which is an infringement of the principle of
democratic change of government”. The main test should depend on a substantive
assessment of the circumstances within which the change of government takes place.
However, it stipulates that amendments to constitution should take place when possible
by consensus when necessary. This was not the direction followed in the removal of
Morsi government.

However there is no good coup and bad coup as argued by some writers (Ikome,
2007). Dersso (2013) says Egypt’s suspension is similar to the AU’s actions against the
Central African Republic that followed the overthrow of former president Francois
Bozize by rebel militia in March 2013. “There is a long, established practice of applying
the law of unconstitutional change of government, so it’s not the first time it has
happened,” he said. According to Dersso, the decision to suspend Egypt was not
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unanimous. “It o
necessarily with ‘;’afi l;ict(i)it;:lon E?ken, I un‘(‘ierstand, after a series of discussions, not
some members of the Peac nsus,” he Sa.ld. Thcrf: were some reservations expressed by
decision o suspend Bayot ¢ and Security Coun'cﬂ who were of the opinion that if the
time for the situation gyp hWaS not passc?d that it would have been better to give some
fambers of th on t e grf)und to improve” (Dersso, 2013). The vast majority of

e Council believed, however, that an unconstitutional change of

government ha:s indeed taken place in Egypt.
In Africa, all coup that has taken place have been seen as illegitimate. Legally

K/?d d;)Olitically the Egyptian case is not substantively different from what happened in
adagascar or Mali, where in both cases the army toppled democratically elected
governments that performed badly, with popular support from the opposition.

Conclusion
Africa was divided on the democratic credentials of the depose of Morsi. The

11:\}/1[;?11;1 Brothers have won ther'nse!v?s- few fr.ie.nds in Africa with their inept handling of
ectoral mandate and their divisive policies, culminating in Egyptian belligerence
over the Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam on the Nile last year. However, Africans do
not sh.ow much eagerness for the military stepping in. The strong preference was for the
non-violent tactics of the demonstrators to dare the government, with the army staying
out of politics, ensuring that neither side could resort to aggression. The coup, although
initially bloodless, is an act of violence against the constitutional order.

Egypt is certainly not the first country to be suspended from the AU following
an evaluation of an “unconstitutional change of government”; the AU’s decision to
temporarily bar Egypt from the organisation is still significant. “It is applied for the first
time against what is known as ‘The Big Five’ countries, The Big Five — Algeria, Egypt,
Libya, Nigeria and South Africa — each contribute 15% of the African portion of the
budget, effectively subsidising the remaining members. ,” (Dersso, 2013). As Egyptian
parties make amends, the AU may actually be convinced to allow Egypt back soon. The
objective of the AU lies in its ability to push for Africa’s rights in the international
system. And in order to do that, the AU has to be seen as a principled body, competent
and efficient. With its stance on Egypt, the AU has been able to send out a message that

quells doubts of its ability to handle any unseemly outcomes from Egypt.
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