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QUEST FOR DECOLONIALITY AND CHALLENGES OF
INTEGRATION IN THE KWARA PROJECT: THE IGBOMINA
EPISODE

Aboyeji, Adeniyi Justus

Abstract

The unabated quest for decoloniality and integration, the
major crux of this paper, appears a foremost challenge to
the stakeholders of the Kwara Project. Fears that the Kwara
Project, ‘an experiment in political engineering’, may
someday fizzle out, going by the nostalgia, nepotism and
discrimination in Kwara today, particularly by the
Igbomina, compares with South Africa’s apartheid. Given
the option, the Igbomina-Ekiti and Ibolo would gladly align
with Osun/Ekiti; Baruten and Kaiama with Sokoto/ Kebbi,
and Nupe with Nduduma/Edu State, if/when created. A
substantial infraction of Asa and Moro LGAs would also
gladly join their kith and kilns in Oyo. It therefore becomes
clear that only the advantaged seems interested in the
Project sustenance, while the disadvantaged, with a strong
reminiscence for their homeland, are keen to opt out. The
paper, however, concludes thatalthough Ilorin Emirate was
established by warfare, conscious efforts to foster a
formidable inter-ethnic bond by the forbears in the multi-
ethnic cauldron that emerged therefrom has sustained it
hitherto. Meanwhile, the highly sought West Merger can
hardly provide the desired panacea to the political
quagmire, since the merging group(s) eventually become(s)
later entrants and a minority group all over again. It
recommends, thus, that while Ilorin cannot hold suzerainty
over all others in the Kwara Project ad-infinitum, a
symbiotic relationship stemming out of the concerted
commitment of all towards promoting sustainable
integration in the cultural cauldron becomes the only
apparent alternative. The paper adopts the historical-cum-
narrative and analytical approach, with a combination of
primary and secondary sources.

Key words: [gbomina, Decoloniality, Integration, Kwara Project.

Aboyeji, Adeniyi Justus, PhD, Department of History and International
Studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Tlorin, Ilorin, Nigeria.
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same. Indeed, the need for ethno-political integration brought about the
integration of apparently dissident groups such as the Yoruba, Fulani,
Bariba, Nupe, Kemberi, Gambari/ Gobirawa (Hausa), Malians and Arabs
into the multi-ethnic cauldron that evolved therefrom. If today, by
implication, the combination of Igbomina, Ekiti, Ibolo, plus the present
Emirate which is believed to account for 75 per cent of the population of
Kwara State is engrossed in mutual suspicion and distrust with one
another,? the hypothesis of a perennial crisis and perpetual state of
disharmony in the State of Harmony cannot be null.

Conceptual Clarification

Conceptually, decoloniality, as a liberatory option, differs from
decolonisation just as coloniality is distinguishable from colonialism.
Coloniality, a name for the ‘darker side’ of modernity exists as an
embedded logic that enforces control, domination, and exploitation
camouflaged in the maxim of salvation, progress, modernisation, and
being good for everyone. Coloniality survives colonialism and refers
to the long-standing patterns of power emerging as an outcome of
colonialism. It defines culture, labour, inter-subjectivity relations, and
knowledge production well beyond the strict limits of -colonial
administrations. It is upheld in the self-image of peoples, cultural
patterns, common sense, and so many other aspects of our modern
experience. As modern subjects, it is believed that we, in a way, we
breathe coloniality all the time and every day.’

Decoloniality arises from the perspective that the humanity of the
black race is in doubt. It emerges as a way of recounting the story of
the modern world from the standpoint of slavery, colonialism,
imperialism, neo-colonialism and coloniality. Decoloniality therefore,
studies Africa as a product of three-and-a-half centuries of struggles
against slavery in the first instance and against coloniality today. The
Igbominas, in particular and Africans in general, need to be sensitive
and vigilant to the normalising and universalising tendencies of
coloniality as a natural state of the world. It depicts the liquidation of
colonialism celebrated by most African nations in the 1950s and 1960s
as well as a complete extrication from the umbilical cord of developed
nations and from all forms, trends and tendencies of colonialism." As

" there can be no meaningful political freedom without economic
independence, it equally covers the unending struggle for a virile
economy." This aberration therefore needs to be unravelled, unveiled,
resisted and obliterated since it produces a world order that can only
be sustained through a recipe of violence, deceit, hypocrisy and lies."
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distinct unit of the Yoruba? In their own
_Greene noted that * Up to recently, very
little was known for certain of the pre-Fulani history of the Tlorin Yoruba’ g6
I'he Tlorin-Yoruba claim descent from Oraniyan, the great grandson
of Lamurudu. Hogben and Kirk-Greene however, claimed that only
the Idi-Ape family of the Magaji Are quarters, those of the Baba Isale
compound and Magaji Abdu came from Old Oyo. Others either came
to hunt, trade or for asylum from the Yoruba wars. Hence, Ilorin began
to expand.”” Afolayan emphatically argued that Tlorin was an Igbomina
village under Oyo, which rose to prominence via the vicissitudes of
that era. He provided further explanations in support of his argument:

QUEST FOR DECOLONIALITY AND CH

But has Ilorin always been a
observation, Hogben and Kirk

ce of Tlorin under the Fulani Jihadists radically
political character of the Igbomina region in and
dialect, the political system and the socio-cultural
organisation of this region which included Ilorin, Idofin, Afin and
[ponrin changed in a way remarkably different from the other
Igbomina and Yoruba people. Today, this region, besides being on
Igbominaland and having a tradition of being part of I[gbomina in
the past, has become socially, economically and politically integrated
into the Ilorin society. Thus, the 19" century crises transformed Ilorin
from an insignificant Igbomina village to the most dominant centre

of power in the region.’

...the independen
changed the socio-
around Ilorin. The

the Fulani in Ilorin, succeeded in detaching large
from the main sub-group by their counter-
coup on Afonja and gave it a new character.’ Other Igbomina areas
whose peoples today would not show that they are particularly keen
in joining their Igbomina brethren, from archival documentation,
included Tloffa, Ekan, Odo-Owa, Osi, Osin and Obbo.? The Bayajjida
legend, which refers to Tlorin among the seven Hausa Banza states,
therefore, needs to be revisited and subjected to serious scrutiny.
Following the Fulani wars of conquest which ousted Afonja and ceded
[lorin to the Fulani, the Fulani dynasty indigenised all comers and

created a new Ilorin.

The Fulani minority ruling caste evolved and adopted a power-
sharing strategy to de-flex, calm and assuage the nerves of the Yoruba
majority aborigines. This has been identified asa fundamentally unique
element which nurtured enduring peace, stability and tranquillity in
the early Ilorin community. This power-sharing formula, today
however, is such that some groups feel disadvantaged with a sense of
neglect and isolation. This, in turn, propels such groups into becoming

Be that as it may,
Igbomina and other areas
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Source®: Federal Republic of Nigeria 2006 Population and Housing
Census Priority Table Volume IIT; Population Distribution by Sex, State,
LGA & Senatorial District National Population Commission, Abuja,

Nigeria April, 2010, p.38.

Kwara State may be referred to as a miniature Nigeria and a cultural
melting pot per excellence because of the heterogeneous character of its
population and their cultural diversity. Although Yoruba, Nupe and
Baruten are the major languages spoken in the state,? there are several
other ethnic groups that are assumed to be co-habiting in an
atmosphere of total harmony. That perhaps suggests why it is often
counted among the most peaceful states of the Federation. To buttress
this again, it has adopted the State of Harmony as its slogan.

Kwara State, today, going by the 2006 population census, has a
demographic composition of 2.3 million, as may be seen in the analysis

below.

Kwara State 2006 Census Population Distribution by LGA

S/N | LGA Senatorial | Land Male | Female | Both
District Size Sexes
Klm2
1 Asa B 1308316 | 62751 | 61917 124668
2 Baruten A 9935.467 | 104727 | 101952 206679
3 Edu A 2596.408 | 104040 | 97602 201642
4 Ekiti (@ 488.192 27611 | 26788 54399
5 Ifelodun (@ 3501.718 | 103650 | 101325 204975
6 Ilorin east | B 495,076 104801 | 102661 207462
7 Ilorin B 177.607 103606 | 105645 209251
south
8 Tlorin B 106.455 180387 | 184834 365221
west
9 Irepodun | C 749.338 73554 | 74040 147594
10 Isin C 644.433 30088 | 29393 59481
11 Kaiama A 7125225 | 64901 | 59114 124015
12 | Moro A 3337.397 | 54860 | 53855 108715
13 | Offa C 96.971 44813 | 44162 88975
14 | Oke-ero G 445,617 28358 | 28612 56970
115 | Oyun C 484.19 47890 | 46564 94454
16 | Pategi A 2975.126 | 57746 | 53106 110852
Kwara State 34,467.536 1,193,783 1,171,570 2,365,353
A = Kwara North. B = Kwara Central. C = Kwara South.
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Source:® Federal Republic of Nigeria 2006 Population and Housing
Census Priority Table Volume III; Population Distribution by Sex, State,
LGA & Senatorial DISTRICT National Population Commission, Abu 1
Nigeria April, 2010, p.38.

Ilorin, its administrative headquarters, lies on Latitude 8° 30 Notth
and Longitude 4° 35 East, and is some 300 kilometres north of Lagos, ™
former Nigerian FCT and about 500 kilometres to Abuja, Nigerin's
current FCT. Ilorin, the gateway between the north and south ul
modern Nigeria, is no doubt, a multi-ethnic composition. It is 1
gainsay that Kwara State, one of the oldest states created in 1967, by
extension, is a melting point of cultures and the product of a political
imperial-midwifing and an experiment in political engineering.

It should be recalled that the military junta of January 1966 wau
occasioned particularly by the politics of bitterness, tension and ethno-
political mistrust of the era. The indications were clear that the nascent
nation-state was heading speedily towards disintegration. As part of
the measures to bring the tumultuous political upheaval of the nascent
Nigerian nation-state under check, following the collapse of the Firgt

‘Republic, Lieutenant-Colonel (later General) Yakubu Gowon, Head
of the Federal Military Government therefore restructured the hitherto
four Regions in the country into twelve states through the promulgation
of Decree No. 14, on 27 May, 1967. But rather than ameliorate the
political crinkle crackle within the nascent Nigerian state, the strategy
of states creation only succeeded in exacerbating the already estranged
blood and seared relationship among the dissident Nigerian groups.
One immediate reaction to this was that only three days after the
declaration of states creation by the Yakubu Gowon-led-Federal
Military Government, Lt-Colonel Odumegwu Ojukwu’s Eastern
Regional Government announced secession— the birth of the new
Republic of Biafra.®

One of the earliest issues of contention for the new (Kwara) state
was what name to bear. Before the name ‘Kwara’ first appear in the
political vocabulary of Nigeria, the state, which was carved out of the
former Ilorin and Kabba Provinces of the Old Northern Region of
Nigeria was initially called the Central-West State. From inception,
- the Kwara Project incorporated diverse peoples of diverse cultures:
the whole of the Borgu L.G.A. of the present Niger State, Ankpa,
Dekina, Kabba, Lokoja and Okene, which are now in the present-day
Kogi State. The 1976 state creation under the Murtala-Obasanjo regime
excised the Igala people of the present Kogi State from Kwara. In 1991,

T
QUEST FOR DECOLONIALITY AND CHALLENGES OF INTEGRATION IN THE KWARAPROJECT 455

the Abacha military regime occasioned t;le iurthe(rjl ei;izics)r; ;g;ﬁ?ﬁé
i ith the Igalas and o '
Jkene and Kabba in a merger with . ;
(u!::;;t cultural make-up called Kogi State,. to weaken tyherﬁigievl::re
lly()i}tical strength of the Yorubas. Hence, while the Qkunasoalso s
ceded to Kogi State, at same period the Bprgu Division wb o
(rom Kwara State and merged with Niger (f;caal:et, ﬂ‘f;fe {hus e
i is
i sent size. The Igbominas, Ibolos and Eki . e
‘lo :Snlzirﬁority in Kwara; ditto for the Okun Yorubas also in Kogx.cted
; The earlier move to name it Central-West State wa}s1 re]ehout
prestissimo by the Ilorin people and the .pl"O-NI:C(:) fe};x;\igtif; ;ti(r;ufy .
Nigeria as the term was reminiscen e agi !
[I\l](;):itr}\u’)i"rzﬁakagParapo (ITP) in the former Ilom(\i Pllr:])vu:;e in thre;; iqoune:;
er NPC-le orthern
' West Merger under the :
"\(:;m?nistration. Meanwhile, Kwara was t‘he name O}f t?:ul:aste“;ef
l/\uthority that had its headquarters in Loko]a.prlor to the Eorm
the colonial regime.” The name, ‘Kwara’ wl.uch came féom (% Yaou;
the native name of the people of New Bussi? in the Kslggﬁ;?;:l i
i i i Park, the young
for River Niger upon wh1‘ch Mungo i i
d-explorer was believed to have navig A
t:l:(rriiratiolx)\ after departing from Sansanding around Nl:)vetr?etcx;;nle .
I; eventually agreed upon. The Central-West State thus bec i
glaristened Kwara State with Ilorin retained as its administr
ters. : :
heagggirf (:he carliest acid tests for the nascent 1.nter-ethn‘1jc séz;tle cgnie
when state administration became operational anf = dism.ctg
Bamigboye,® an Igbomina man from Omu-Aran, one o G
of th;.g old Ilorin Province, was app};)int(?dband iﬁ?tl:r};ego?em Ifent
ili ini . The Bamigboye 2
1967 as military administrator. 1he 1 et i
in li ith the ideals of the new military gove e L
lrr;flgrlfnvsv abolishing the Native Authority System ar.1d' Puttmirg1 X\ lr .
lace the new local government structure, called Divisions, ! Pat;iy :
¥928 Beside other Divisions of the State such afs iorgt;aLﬁg?ig;/Nati‘g, é
: i jurisdiction of the o
Ankpa and Kogi, the jurisdic e ol g, :
i?ﬁ?li’rity wlf)as split into three autonomous Divisions, v1z..nIIll(())1;1iIr1\,
Igbomina/ Ekiti and Oyun Divisions with their headquarters 1 :
- and Offa respectively. : s : i
Omi\ljki;avrvlhile as observed by Olumoh,* Ilorm—I‘gbommz‘a relatlon'lrx‘:s
t always bet’en cordial. The master-slave rglatxol} carried ove{ 1n o
Itlk?e Kwa#4 Project is reminiscent of and de_plcted m.the plret?c;)1 sotha’c
“Ara-Oko/ Ara-lle’ (Home/Bush people) Ilorin-Igbomina relatio
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;zbaei:leedrsple(;lpledfrdm Offa, Omu-Aran or Obbo-Aiyegunle ag ‘eru’
oyedi po. xhee (,ithe Popular aphorism among the Ilorins, according b
L u,m i en escnl_amg their town as ‘ilu ti o loko, ti o lodo tin si 1 "
e daint(izzs )(1:::;1;1@ a lcomml;snity that does not work yet feads lut
s volumes.® To the Igbomina, Ibolo and I
}Lel(l)(ls))lefv (I)If. {(wla;ra Sou.th, I'Iorins are ‘Metsu Jamba’ (treacherous anlll( ulq:c';:“
sl ile the Ilorins in turn refer to them as ‘nnkan obe’—sl‘nvuy
evowe%l fr];\:ct);\do .had argued tbat the Metsu Jamba coinage actuall ‘
ol t}(;z w"lzard_ry of llorin’s dangerous military tactics.” ‘iuuri
; 9 : . Rl
i y imperial lord-vassal relationship at the wake of stalus
[aufcalxlnigboye was thgrefore perceived as having come to power
i a pa)l;-back against the Ilorins. Hence, while this refgrm wan
o i’ eim.raced outside Ilorin, it was construed to have be
End 1:: :1:1 3; 1;tended by Bamigboye to diminish the status of Ilm:::
. 1 art of the. measures perceived to have been designed tu
by eplete the Emlr of Ilorin of his influence was the suppogel
s L :rrescllzructurmg and. upgrading of some traditional rulert; It
et pw;es .ﬁthat the Emir of Ilorin had since 1900 enjoyed l:hd
1 ition as most senior traditional chief i i
o nior tra chief on first grade in the
: ye's administrative reform in 1 i i
edicts, restructured the Traditi e e
i tional Council by placi
[gala, Olupo of Ajase i D o L
; -po and Emir of Lafiagi on Fi
e i i i ! gl on First Grade statug
! t pal with the Emir of Ilorin. Th ,
. [ . The st
:trlluin;errzvelil‘(:egai }Ethertg) enjoyed such an almost deified stasttj;u vi:lf
. ave been reduced to that of a mere Pri
:g:)es.t 2;15 tllf\ that was not en(')ugh, in furtherance, the state goz\’f?rl:l;:let;:
ot g o e rfecon}mendatlons of the Soladoye Panel and upgraded
e (():};l o Igblral.and, the Oloffa of Offa and the Etsu of Patigi t
s e?;sgri;at?; atndl9;12.37 All of these were interpreted as digrec(:
rds the i
e o quest of the former vassals (colonies) of
ﬂ‘e'lr"l:iggllo;ex;v;::‘n 1t96Z Izénd 1999, if regarded as an aberration in
e] ent of Kwara State, since it fell withi
military despondency, the peri ’ wpiaeier
] , the period from then to now is not be i
?})1 easc;;:):dealrg State as a-ggldr'nine of development. Parad?)i?:alltled
devglopme‘;&uof ti*é)vr?paraul\:ely be labelled as the golden age for tl):é
ara when pioneer civil iti
leaders truly served th 5 AN P
de ‘ e people of the state.’® This era ush i
political scavengers who polluted the political atmosphere preglfgi;l;
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(0 be politicians just in a bid to siphon the easy money coming monthly
{1om a statutory account to the coffers of the state. This easy and unearned
money had produced a gluttonous leadership that squanders state’s
(und on wanton frivolities. Such leaders must have drawn inspiration
(tom the 11th of the 48 Laws of Power by Robert Greene and Joost Elffers
with the counsel: “Learn to keep people dependent on you' 2
Kwara has since gradually reclined into stagnancy and decay, with
(he inauguration of what Oyedapo dubbed as the era of ‘patriotic
sentiment’ . Today, given the option, the Igbomina, Ibolo and Ekiti
would gladly align with Osun or Ekiti States, the Baruten and Kaiama
with Sokoto or Kebbi States and the Nupe with Nduduma or Edu
Gtate, if/when created. Even a substantial infraction of Moro LGA
would gladly join their kith and kilns in Oyo State; ditto for Asa LGA#
Given this circumstance, only the advantaged seems interested in the
sustenance of the Project, while the disadvantaged, with a very strong
nostalgia for their ancestral origins, only wish to optout of the parasitic
and lopsided political brinksmanship. Palpable fears have been
exercised that going by the nostalgia, nepotism and discrimination in
Kwara today, which may, perhaps at best, be comparable with the
apartheid-of South Africa, the Kwara Project, an experiment in political -

engineering, may someday fizzle out.”

Lopsidedness
By 27 May 2017, Kwara State will be celebrating her Golden Jubilee.

From its inception till date, Kwara State has had 19 administrative
heads, be they military or civilian. Thirteen of them were military while
the rest six were civilians. Whereas the military cumulatively ruled
for some 26 years, the elected Governors have ruled for about 25 years
as at 2018. There is no arguing it that Kwara State or any other state in
Nigeria for that matter had no democratic foundation as they were
not created through a democratic process. The jackboots, of course,
were made Governors and posted by military fiats and were strictly
speaking not answerable to the people they governed. As such, it will
be hard, if not unheard for democratic policies to flow from
undemocratic practices.® And where possible, the result is what is

evident in Kwara today.

While Governor Adamu Atta
for four years, camulatively and compar
and South would have ruled the state
and six years, three months respectively,

h of the excised Kogi-Kwara ruled '
atively, Kwara North, Central
for 22 months, twelve years,
by 2017. It is not in the best
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g}’;?cr:stf of CE)roper integration in a heterogeneous Kwara to reduce (e
s 1:'o a Governor to t.he exch%swe property of a community or cultisl
sect. Power shift or national principle cements relationships rather thu
just crgatmg access of the component units of the state to power haldi
not st‘rlctly fpr promotion of nepotism. Power should be exercise l';'l
susta'n? relationship in the heterogeneous Kwara so as to obl'iterz;: : l
suspicions v.vhich are palpable among the citizens of the state '
The lopsidedness and breech of the avowed principle of fai‘rnesas ina

heterogeneous Kwara State is seen as a time bomb capable uf

?xacerbating the evident distrust, hatred, acrimony, tensi
mement revolution ir.1 a pluralistic cultural Kwara seft’ing “57;‘01211‘}:1::
bro;(xght people of different histories, ethnic origins and social
Daiztgrtc‘)sunc'ls' together. Kwara State is divided into three Senatorll
- cts, viz: Kwa'ra North which is home to the Nupe and Bariba
. wara Ce‘ntre.il which houses the Ilorin Yoruba and Fulani and Kwa rl‘
ﬂfl)uth V\{thh is the I)abitat of the Igbomina, Ekiti and Ibolo. Howevei
e lopmdedness evident in the Works and Transportation Sector wi 1 h'
plausibly replicates the situation of other sectors, is .
demonstration of gross unfairness. e
dedepo revealed that of Governor Mohammed Lawal’s 34 Ronl
projects between 1999-2003, twenty-three were cited in Kwara Central
eight in Kwara South and three in Kwara North. Between 2003-201 1'
gfe (j;)r\;?rnor glulfozlg S;Saki's 183 Road projects, 132 were cited in Kwarnl
worth | 27, 801, 933, 099.32k translating to 67.67 [
El::ntscitz_l value; Kwara South - 36 projects worthgi 5,716, 7713;3’1‘2%?520:
: ating to 13.92 per cent and Kwara North had 15 projects wortl
['%7;%565] 755’, 392.08k, translating to 18.42 per cent.* This exemplifies
Ig<ovem¥nen'c s scanty attention and a palpable neglect of the rural
vYara in Preference for the urban development, thus creating an
of l[zequah'ty almong the ethnic compositions of the state -
_ Kwaraisa argely agrarian and civil service state. He;lce a mega-
zllgni?/ne;ogzlizto a;laprfoach te;lround the state capital is only c,apabiaeg 2f
‘ ple from the real source of eco i '
Wltb a craze and mad-rush for the urban. TOday,Iﬁ;I;lliS;‘;eliOfE(ie“:
institutions, state tertiary institution, companies and other proj ritls
'are‘pu.rely urban based, sited in Ilorin, the state capital Thli)s o
1ny1tat19n to a crisis of development. The end result is ';chat ;st;n
thl'rty—snf states of the Nigerian federation, Kwara is reput ci o
thirty-third poorest.*® ) g
Oyedepo, in a rhetorical framework, compari i i
of nepotism in Kwara to the liquidated aparthelzoid $ %(fﬁ?hrx}?ilcf:s;igg
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. liow is the policy better than the dismantled apartheid of South Africa?
Are both not policies of discriminations?’* Unfortunately, when this
persists for so long without reaction, we live in the fool’s paradise that
others are either fools or comfortable with oppression. This quiet
{orbearance is often being mistaken for peace and harmony in the State
of Harmony.*” Meanwhile, the ace nationalist, Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe once
remarked that ‘only a fool loves his chains even if made of gold.”*®

Which Way Forward?
For about 200 years now, fate or perhaps accident of history has

apparently brought dissident groups together to cohabit and integrate
within the same geographical space dubbed as Kwara. The Herculean
task is how to work out an effective formuta for peaceful co-existence.®
But how were the early people able to foster enduring integration?
The political peculiarity and ethnic multiplicity of Ilorin greatly
influenced the constitutional experimentation and administrative
structure evolved in 1828 by Sheik Abdulsalam, son of Alimi, the first
emir, who had to face the task of re-defining Tlorin to suit the prevailing
realities of the era. Ilorin was initially divided into three main
administrative wards - Fulani, Gambari (Hausawa) and Ajikobi
(Yoruba) wards, each headed by a Balogun - Yoruba Viceroy or
military chieftaincy title. It was in 1842 that Emir Shitta created the
position of Balogun Alanamu for a second ward for the Yoruba, thus
bringing the number of wards in Tlorin to four.® The attainment and
sustenance of this rare feat of an integrated administrative structure
during the pre-colonial era and afterwards gave Ilorin the picture ofa
peaceful and harmonious settlement where groups with distinct and
at times conflicting backgrounds cohabit peacefully® as a ‘model of
unity in diversity for multi-ethnic communities in contemporary
societies.

Against this backdrop, the very first Emir, Sheik Abdulsalam, the
son of Alimi, was said to have ascended the throne with his Yoruba
wife. %2 The mother of Momolosho and fifth Emir, the eldest son of the
late Emir Zubayr, who ascended the throne in 1891, was a Yoruba
woman, Abake, from Ipapo, a village near Iseyin. Momolosho himself
was called Amori Arojojoye. Indeed, being a product of two different
ethno-cultural backgrounds, Momolosho had a particularly peaceful
disposition with the Yoruba territories. For instance, while he sent
richly caparisoned beautiful horses to the Bale of Ipapo, his mother’s
town, he also exchanged good relations with the Alaafin of Oyo. This
brought him at variance with his Baloguns, especially Balogun Alanamu
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Inakoju Ali and Balogun Gambari, Adamu who succeeded Abubukus
Karara.®

The ninth Emir, Alhaji Sulukanaini Gambari, who was remarkusl
to have depicted Ilorin as a difficult place to rule,* perhaps for ths
acceptability of a Fulani-minority Emir in a Yoruba-majorily
community, was addressed by the Yoruba panegyric: “Alabi O,
Aiyelabowo IV’. Records have also revealed that while his mothes
was an Igbomina from Agbeyangi in Iponrin District of Ilorin Hust
LGA, he also reportedly betrothed one of his own daughters to the
then reigning Baba Isale of Ilorin, a Yoruba man.%® Hence, these
cognisant efforts, among others, were made by the early anl
subsequent Emirs to try and integrate the Fulanis with the Yoruba
and others in the emirate.

It is, indeed, absurd to think that a society can thrive at the expenss
of one part of a whole. It is perverse when some groups think that by
wielding political power and authority, and by capturing all vacancies
in the Civil Service of State, Federal Ministries and parastatals, for
their kith and kin, they are creating a lasting political edge for their
section of the heterogeneous state. Oyedepo vociferously condemnul
the perceived superiority of Ilorin over the rest of the people of Kwar
State as well as the political domination of the power brokers in Kwar
in the areas of admission into higher institutions and employment
where out of every ten, eight of their own are taken.* Today, primordial
interests are more paramount to the different ethnic compositions of
the Kwara Project (the Ilorins, Ekitis, Barubas, Nupes, Igbominag,
Ibolos) than the overall interests of Kwara as a corporate entity.

What then is the way out of this debacle? How do we possibly
achieve a Kwara that will be a true state of harmony and not the present
state where harmony among the divergent stakeholders of the Kwara
Project is, perhaps at best, a mirage? When do we expect to see that
Dream-Kwara where the Igbomina and Ibolos will forget their quest
for merger with Osun State, Ekiti Kwara for merger with Ekiti State,
the Nupes for the long-sought Nduduma or Edu State® and where
ultimately complete decoloniality is attained for the good of all?

There is an urgent need to pursue relational re-orientation,
Relationship among the different ethnic groups must be clearly re-
defined; one that believes in the common humanity of man and in the
dignity of humanity, as against the institutionalisation of the present

inhumanity to man; one that seeks to make Kwara a place of refuge

for all and not a platform of discrimination on whatever ground; a
relationship that will distinguish between the facts of historical facts

&l AT sty il
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is | 1
{rom the objective reality of the present. Tt}x\ere t115]1 1111;1eec;11,1 ﬂ&feni::;i hft(;r ?) ;coélae
i ve

re-orientation of the psyche of those who still al
vighteenth century while oblivious of the twenty-ﬁrstc.erfu%ry.. Thisis becau.see,3
l())continue to behave as if the war is not yet over, 1 injurious to gemzln:o
integration.® Since there are no more wars to flght,. there is t.he nee 2
ostablish a true relationship of genuine love, harmoenégus co—;%s;:rg: :sm

enuinei ioni i Thereis theneed tono

;onuine integration in the interest of all. .

}:;vermnentgkr\ad only knitted together dlspa'rate groups that had aé:/ivaycs1
tl;een at war with one another and ethnic nationalities that were subdue

60
h not permanently defeated. : s EHoRR

lhog%)cialifing our young ones to the culture of discrimination,

d
i is not only dangerous but prepares the groun
hel] RO t?on, which could escalate into the kind

for violent outburst and revolu
oofrbrutal genocide experienced between the Kutes and Chamba/Jukun

in Takun town of Taraba State, stemming obviously out of protracted
ssion and discrimination.® ; .
Opri\rlleerit System should be exalted above nepoc’iusmbo‘r1 ;i‘:t’g)gr:,l
i i ivi d. We need to build bri 7
ivides. Lines of divide should be erased. We o b
(rilgfclwealls since bridges connect but walls divide. This is because as

Aboyeji put it:

For as long as certain men share certain thinlgs in comntlﬁn tl}znscc))tc};irl
i ing them closer together 1

men, which consequently bring the ser | :

relation, either in terms of ethnic, religious, hlstorxca} or geogra{)hliil

affiliati(l)ns, whether for peace or for war, lines of divide are already

delineated.®

hold suzerainty over all others in the Kwara P;ﬁje::t
ini i i f power shift, a symbiotic
nfinitum going by the philosophy of powe:
adl IZ{;ﬁshi s%emr;gling out of the concerted commitment of all towards
e 5 e integration of the cultural cauldron becomes

moting sustainabl ;
flrl(e) onlygtenable alternative. There is the need for greater

accommodation.

As Ilorin cannot

Conclusion
The quest and clamour of the Igbo

i caste of Northern Nigeri
t:?leF;elxzsc adiscourse),“and merger with the Yorubas of Western

i i i lonial era has not yet receded.
ioeria which had started since the co a .
I;{I;%:lh’ng reminiscences of that era, Carter, the B.l'll"lsh ColorTlal Gogemocxi
in Lagos who had been denied access to Ilorin in the mid-1890s an

mina people for a disconnect with
a (which was the whole essence of
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having been earlier harassed by Sarumi, the Emir’s aide, had indicated
his resolve to re-integrate the people of Ilorin with the Yoruba mainly
from Ibadan in his bid to “drive the unruly foreign elements back to Hii
country’.* Thereafter, following the invasion and conquest of Tlorin hy
the forces of the Royal Niger Company on 16 February 1897, Georg
Taubman Goldie equally nursed the ambition of restoring a Yorulbg
dynasty in Ilorin. He dropped the idea only when he realised that 4
large garrison would be needed to dismantle the ‘Ancien Regime’ S1f th
referendum following the Henry Wilkins’ report on the minority interegiy

in Nigeria around 1954 was not aborted by vested counter interests,
Yoruba territory that is still partof the Kwara Project and absurdly gen-

politically addressed as north would haye since been ceded to the

Yorubas of Western N igeria.* Two recent memoranda® requesting for

the creation of Igbomina State is an affirmation that the people have nol
rested on the oars in their bid for decoloniality from what is considera
an aberration.

Indeed, when people are oppressed and power is abused, {le
natural tendency stemming out of the natural instinct of man iy
rejection and resentment. The success of the Ilorin Talaka Parapo (ITP),
with the heroic bravery of such legendary stalwarts as Sule Maito,
Hammed Ayo, Ayifun Baya of Oja Gbooro, Adebimpe Oniyeye,
Yakubu Olowo, Aremu Alayaba, Tantanmo ita Elefun and a host ol
others who stood as vanguards of the struggle for emancipation in
the mid-1950s should be a good reminder that when the oppressed
unite, political quit-notice is bound to be served on the oppressors.® Thiy
is because, considering the living expression of Dele Giwa, the assassinatec|
Nigerian journalist, ‘Evil done by man to man will definitely be redressed; i
not by man, then by God and if not now, then definitely later.’?

The long siege on the political will of the marginalised minority
peoples, particularly Igbomina, should therefore not be misconstruad
as a resort to fate; but only a ‘muted brouhaha’ or at best, a bottled
explosive.”” However, there are fears that the highly sought Wesl
Merger can hardly provide the desired solution to the political
quagmire, since wherever the merging group (s) eventually falls, unlegs
if an entirely new creation, they become later entrants and therefore,
a minority group all over again.

There is no arguing it that Ilorin was founded by a Yoruba man,
But the grand remaking of history by the Fulani forces in 1817 which
brought about the mutiny, conquest and defeat of the forces of Afonja
is an equally undeniable fact of history. However, this did not result
in the obliteration of the Yoruba in Horin. Although the early Ilorin

\ 1
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QUEST FOR DECOLON

what sustained it, from its outset, was the

d foster a
ooy d forbears to forge and foster @
. f the 1hadlst leaders an : 3 " t Fulani and
‘fonsc.louslef.foizimnii bond by integrating the %mg‘l;giza;uldron Tt
10&‘1’“;;1 ?/?ié\lrt\he aboriginal Yorubas 'mltl;e r?:;tcll—jest tor decoloniality
othe Th ionale for :

_This is the rationa : T ns, and
emergehd thféelffggil Igbomina lord-vassal m;pezlxahste r?;:ttlt(\)e i
o ine intogration within the Kwara political landscape; for the overall
gemﬁﬂfe iﬁ“ﬁ% fsa 11:112:\ uv:lltg‘\lflvle attain the great lofty heights gf genuine
rood of all.

iality in the multi-ethnic
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1f)or one another, truth, faith, honesty an e i
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o fOftalLtIii;n:f)?}Ze’ dream of building avirle nation where the desire
manires

‘peace and justice shall reign’.

Iimirate was acquired by war,

S
Notes and Refereflce . :
I The African society was ful! c;f 1(;::;0
into strikes and wars whic

ethnic rivalries which resulted
yed empires and dethroned

g ] _Political Relations in Nigeria: The
2 I f '01.39(5?1211;[11: [1;,8%?%(%7?(53:&; Press and Bookshop Ltd., Akoka,
orin : | ,
ot i 2015")’ ‘1-2. i e on Igbomina, C. 1750—1990
. Abolggllarﬁzzﬁnolfnfl}l?:’giy anngntemationai;Sh;dles,
LS i e e Olumo, Mantaé 7.
e ”’Diplomatic-cum-Natlonal I.nteres - e
B e e e AT in Jawond nlils &
s iy Africa and other Continents Smcg the 1 th o
OiakOYOt}l,Y- (F;—?Sr.l)our of Professor Rashid Oladoja Lési;sli.. Sy
- EEtSCT_le ”f1 C; e Coast Press, 2016, pp. 395-413.56789%98 i
Hirllé‘};ziseltt}lln(i)lorin?edu.r}g:8089 / ]:sPutit{:léggls ,{tlff?ﬁ\ i
b A];ol}ggg’ Ilg:tolr’x;:}\; 1éleminar paper.presen.tedr Stiotyt}:;
Sl 18? I_-Iistory and International Studies, Untlsvzfemm .
e 2013, 10. See also Appendix IL: - Extrac e
i/l\(l)éli?(,);\?a l\ﬁ?gress b’y his Highness (%b’e} Vz\?}cllaetladrgelzagi(;iji mea,n "
e igiaj(/)\Ei?\ji?gt?;pz?;e;\/}zfind Peace in Yorubaland, 1793-
Us?” in L. A. : :

1893. Nigeria: HEB Plc. 1998, 515-7.

it jons, 12. e
ing Ethno-Political Relations, X o
OlumOhANEZE‘:)g;:f éI:sues of Promoting Good Neighbourline
6 Justus A. , :

o



464 FUDMA JOURNAL OF ARTS (FUDJARTS) VOLUME 2, SPECIAL EDITION 2016

Conference of the Historical Society of Nigeria (HSN) hosted by the
Department of History and Diplomatic Studies, University of Abuja,
between 11-14th October, 2015.
lyiola Oyedepo, Letters to the Emir: A Vision for a Heterogeneous Kwarn
State. Nigeria: Integrity Productions, 25.
Olumoh, Managing Ethno-Political relations, 9, 117.
° Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni, ‘Why Decoloniality in the 21st Centu ry?
in The Thinker for Thought Leaders, (February 2013, Vol. 48), 10-15,
1 Justus A. Aboyeji, & Solomon O. Aboyeji, ‘Challenges of Integration
and De-coloniality in Africa: The Nigerian Experience’ in Artwell
Nhemachena & Munyaradzi Mawere (eds.) Theory, Knowledge,
Development and Politics: What Role for the Academy in the
Sustainability of Africa? (Langaa Research and Publishing CIG,
Mankon, Bamenda, 2016), 207-229 www.africanbooksy
collective.com)
FMI, The March to Democracy, 30" Anniversary, (Published by the
Federal Ministry of Information, Lagos, 1990), 7.
> Ndlovu-Gatsheni ‘Why Decoloniality in the 21st Century?’, 10-15,
' NAK Ilor Prof. 5083.
NAK Ilor Prof 2700 vol. II, “Ilorin or Igbomina....Which?’, 133. See
also Aboyeji, ‘Foreign Influence on Igbomina’, 142-143.
V.E. Biscoe, (A.D.O.), Extract from Assessment Report on Ajasse-
po District in NAK Ilor Prof 324/1917, 1916.
S.J. Hogben, and A.H.M. Kirk-Greene, The Emirates of Northern
Nigeria: A Preliminary Survey of their Historical Traditions. Britain:
Gregg Revivals, 1966, 283.
Hogben, and Kirk-Greene, The Emirates of Northern Nigeria, 284.
ES. Afolayan, ‘War and Change in 19 Century Igbomina’ inI. A,
Akinjogbin, (ed.) War and Peace in Yorubaland, 1793-1893. Nigeria:
Heinneman Book Publishers Plc., 1998, 83.
9 Ibid.
* NAK, llor Prof 5083. Meanwhile, the River Osin, which runs from
Ila-Orangun right into the River Niger is said to have practically
encircled all the Igbomina peoples with the exception of only two
or three.
Oyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 10. ,
Olumoh, Managing Ethno-Political Relations, 2.
Olumoh, Managing Ethno-Political relations, 8.
. * Oyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 267. ;
® E.O. Ibiloye “The Challenges of Rural Industrialisation in Kwara State,
1970-1985”" Merit Research Journal of Arts, Social Science and Humanities

7

8

15

17
18

21
22
23

R T
QUEST FOR DECOLONIALITY AND CHALLENGES OF INTEGRATION IN THE KWARAPROJECT 465

Vol. 1 (3), July, 2013, pp. 028-039 available online at http://
L r /’ 3 7 % htm
.meritresearchjournals.org/assh/ mde?<. :

26 V;Zvdwerzelr;epublic o]f Nigeria 2006 Population angi I;ousggtCe;Ligﬁ

| o 3 jon Distribution by Sex, State,
Priority Table Volume III: Population : ex, :
a:do Sejnatoriul District National Population Cqmmlssmn, Abuja,

igeria April, 2010, p.38. : : .
4% "l;ﬁg ?;Jpargnt obliteration of Fulfulde, the Flillam language in Ilorin
i i holars.
begs for attention by interested sct ;
% ;Oeil?r/al Rgepublic of Nigeria 2006 Populattm ar?d Hous’mg Centstusl;l..,
38. see also F.G.N., Federal Republic of Nigeria Qﬁ‘icz_al Gaze ;00;.
54 l}ol 94, Federal Government Printer, Laggs, Nigeria, May, ;
furoh, ? ] -Politi lations, 8. A

»  Olumoh, Managing Ethno Political relations, '

%0 I%ll:lz T, Mahagdi,A., Uhomoibhi, M. & Anyanwu, U..(Edsl.) H{;tgo{l)J
of Nig:;ria 3: Nigeria in the Twentieth Century. (Learn AfricaPlc., ;
124-125. :

3 QOyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 35, 1117.l Y Jo

< h, Managing Ethno-Political relations, 94

% gzlizrix::loLasisi B;gmiggboye (Rtd.) died on Thursd'ay n'lght at abof\tlt 1(;
pm of 20" September, 2018 in a private hospital in Lagos atter

brief illness.
¥ Ibid, 277. inpibagies
< depo, Letters to the Emir, ; : 4
% ?r}llfer?i)ew with Dr LA. Jawondo, b. +1955, Tlorin, 21 September
2015. 4 '

%  Olumoh, Managing Ethno-Political relations, 278.

% Qyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 117-124. :
% Robert Greene and Joost Elffers ‘48 Laws of Power’.
©  Qyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 124-125.

4 Jpid. 32-33.

2 Ibid.

3 Ihid. 225, 238.

“  hid. 154-169. .

s Qyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 62, 166-170.

4 Jhid. 42.

47 Ibid. Seli

% Aboyeji, ‘Foreign Influence on Igbomina’, 116.

9 Oyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 25 :

A Oi,umor])n, Managing Ethno-Political Relations, 116-117.
51 Ibid. 159. iy

22 Oyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 22—23. .

5 O}llumo%, Managing Ethno-Political Relations, 166-167.



466 FUDMA JOURNAL OF ARTS (FUDJARTS) VOLUME 2, SPECIAL EDITION 2018

54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

65
66
67

68
69

70

%lurr(;oh, Managing Ethno-Political Relations, 273.
edepo, Letters to the Emi -23; £ ji, 2015; Dad:
Hn};' 65}?68’ e t, 22-23; Aboyeji, 2015; Dada, 1985,

Ibid. 244.

Ibid.

Ibid. 249.

Ibid. 21.

Oyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 250-51.

Aboyeji, ‘Foreign Influence on Igbomina’, 26.

Adeyemi, E.A. ‘Protest and Agitation in Igbomina, 1933-195"
Unpublished M.A. Research, University of Ilorin, 1984. |
g};moh, Managing Ethno-Political relations, 178-179.

id. :

Oyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 19.

‘Actualising the Desire for Self-determination’, being a
Memorandum for the Creation of Igbomina State, submitted Lo
the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, Chiel
Olusegun Obasanjo (GCFR) and the National Assembly, Abuja by
a group known as Asepo Omo Igbomina in April, 2005. See also ‘A
ylemorandum Presented to the National Assembly for Igbominu
State’ by the Movement for Igbomina State on May 30th 2012

Oyedepo, Letters to the Emir, 97. :
ll)ele Giwa is quoted in Abiodun S. Afolabi, & Justus A. Aboyeji

Internaﬁonal Legal Implication of the ‘Dikko Affair': A Revisit’ in
B.M. Eylnla, & 5.0. Aghalino, (eds.)) lorin Journal of History and
International Studies Vol. 4 No. 12014, Published by the Department
;f) Hi[s;ﬁorky and International Studies, University of Ilorin, Ilorin, 1-
ijom(s)m : http://www.unilorin.edu.ng/ejournals/ index.php/
Justu‘s A. Aboyeji, “The Unresolved Minority Question in an
Electhqeering Society: The Igbomina Dilemma’ Journal of
Humanities, Nigeria Police Academy Wudil, Kano in Print.

HISTORICAL EXPLORATION OF THE PHENOMENAL OF
HATE SPEECHES AND THE CHALLENGES OF INSECURITY
IN NIGERIA

Taofiki Aminu and Rebecca Ezra Dikki

Abstract
A key threat to contemporary Nigeria development is the
phenomenon of hate speech which has continued to escalate
across Nigeria. The increasing propensity and echoes of hate
speeches in the contemporary period has continued to
engender myriads of controversies, squabbles and violence
conflicts. This paper examines the implications of hate
speeches on national cohesion and indeed development. It
employs historical techniques of data collection to
underscore how hate speeches have haunted national
integration in the country. It argues that hate speeches are
escalating insecurities and polarising the country along
ethnic and religious divides. The paper concludes that the
challenge of hate speeches has deep historical roots traceable
to the colonial era. It therefore stresses the dire need for
government to take steps towards de-emphasising divisive
tendencies in the country particularly those that are fuelled

by hate speeches.
Keywords: Hate Speech, Challenges, Insecurity.

Introduction
In amplifying the trend of hate speeches in Nigeria, Decker contends

that “Nigeria has followed the same course of “good and bad”
trajectories since independence and has particularly attracted, in part,
and on different occasions, some admirations, neglect, suspension,
disdain or even hatred.”! Since Nigeria’s independence in 1960,
Nigerians have been faced with a lot of problems emanating from
disorderliness, confusion and the latest insecurity development. The

Taofiki Aminu, Department of General Studies, Registry Division.
Rebecca Ezra Dikki (Mrs), Kebbi State University of Science and Technology,

Aliero, Kebbi State.

1 T. Decker (2016). Matrix of Inherited Identity: A Historical Exploration of the
Underdog Phenomenon in Nigeria's Relation Strategies, 1960-2011. Ibadan:
University Press Ibadan, p.5.



