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Abstract i

The spread of the novel Corona virus disease {COVID-19) has come and gone but net wilhout
casmaitics across the world, particularly, Nigesia. Nigerian Government. in <ollaboration with =
Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), has introduced different preventive measures 10
control and mitigite the scourge. The public health directives and reguiations provided by the
authorized agencies such as the NCDC, which includes measures such as regular hand washing
wearing of nosé mask and maintenance of physical distancing has been mel with some publi
criticism and as a result the directives were ignored and violated in Kwara stale even in the face 8
law enforcement agents. Thus this study examines the community perceptions and  trust
government measures during COVID-19 pandemic in Kwara State Nigeria. The rescarch design:
were both exploratory and descriptive using qualitative rescarch method. In-depth inters iew (ID
was used 1o generate qualitative data from forty (40) paiticipants. The population of the study’
compriscs participants such as Markel men and women from (hree selected market arcas,
users and highway drivers and passengers. Content analysis reveals factors which unders
governmeni  preventive efforts and  fhese include. poor compliance atlitude, myth
misconceplions. inadequale health facilities. distrust for government, as well as the wencral
that the virus is not real but it was meant for the clites in Nigeria and heyun:i. The
Jecommends, aniong athers. that there is need to améliorate the adverse effects of COVID=E
npiisconceptions and myths through evidence-based campaigns using all sources of information- “=

Keywords: COVID-19, safety rules, violation, NCDC, frustration, aggression, Nigeria
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t Directives
i CcoVID-19 control and

to contend with COVIQ_
per of Nigerians (Lois,

Reasons for Non-Compliance to Governm
factor that affected

A very important challenging 5
prevention efforts in the country was the case of l'clla\.!mg-1
19 myths and misconceptions amongst @ good nun ioh level
Christian, Nkiru, Patricia, Onyechi and Eunice 2020). F:m;lseqt(l;n‘::l); }rlngy i
misconceptions concermning COVID-19 which treqded in the Cf 4 figease an d
contributed to the poor comprehension of lhe-gnevouspess 0 = e
essentiality of its preventive practices. This mlsgon;ept‘li?ﬂ Cszmpunscientiﬁcall}' N

tanding of the diseass gir
that lead to the erroneous unders g o spread of ’&;

recognized solutions and imaginary explanations on the ogtcorr.le of
| belief is that the virus is not rea

the disease (Greg, 2020). The genera ' i
directives of the government will not be followed. Other reasons cited by the ;
e %)

participants are as follows.

A
5

1. Elite Virus - ' &
ceived that the disease is meant fog; 0 3

Report across the states showed that people per : : y
the rich and politicians (BBC News, 2020). This misconception perhaps was*
deduced from the fact that most reported fatalities involved the rich and top

government personalities. Most of the respondents were of the opin%oln that the ]
virus is common only among the high profile individuals and political office

holders. An Ilorin-Lagos highway passenger, who happens to be 2 polytechnf-
student, reported that the virus has infected only the governors an

d some member |

of national and state assembly. The respondent proclaimed thus.
The virus is circulating only among the rich people particularly politici
in Nigeria. There was news recently that some State Governors W
infected, They are Nasir El-rufai (Kaduna State), Okezie Ikpeazu (4
State), Bala Mohammed (Bauchi State), Kayode Fayemi (EKiti St

Rotimi Akeredolu (Ondo State) and some members of State and Na_t.i_;
Assembly. Those that died as a result of the complications are Abba® y:

(Chief of Staff to the President) and Abiola Ajimobi (Former Oyo S2
Governor) among others. Apart from these people, 1 have not he
seen a single person that has been infected. The figures being circul
NCDC is fake and cannot be relied

(IDI/Male/22/Passenger/Ilor_in/2020)

[~

In ‘a related version, it was alsb reported that COVID-19 was impo _

- Government functionaries who have access to government facilities and

rich enough to travel overseas. A student who was interviewed at the A

submitted that it is only prevalent among those that can afford to travel ouf

country and not the common man. He responded and mentioned that:
130
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their belief. People believed that

doctored. Our government IS
crupulously just

high in this part
e corrupl.

omplying because of

| or the figure has been
case the figure uns

Corruption 1s very
the followers ar

Nigerians are not ¢
“the virus is not rea
very dubious and they arc ready to incr
to make money and enrich themselves.
of the world. Both the leaders and

(IDI/Male/24/ATM User/Ilorin/2020)

3. Poor Health Facilities/Death Rate .
In an attempt to contain COVID-19 outbreak in Nigeria, the C'OU““')EO‘;;S *
particularly challenged by already existing weak health sector '(Ade_}ok(:, ) '[
Available health facilities and equipment 10 contend with the virus were gl‘_0§§1y %
inadequate (Adcoye. 2020). ILis incredible that Nigeria with poor health facilities =
and less number of health professionals recorded less COVID-19 fatalities, .Whlle i
US and other first world countries with the best health facilities and profcssmnals .

have higher number of infections and COVID-19 death rate. It was.a-lsp relported 8
that there were no television footage of COVID-19 patients in Nigeria and =
patients were being discharged in numbers from the isolation centers. These are

part of the reasons a participant is not complying with the safety protocols as
COVID-19 figure is confusing in- Nigeria. A participant believed that NCDC:

officials are not Leing truthful with-the figures. ,
Over ninety percent of Kwarans do not comply with thc safety measures
The COVID-1¢ low death rate in Nigeria 18 also an eye opeer to the fac
that the virus is not real in Nigeria. Thousands.of people diecl as a result of

corona virus complications in Jtaly and U.S.A despite the availability 0.
sophisticated medical facilities but with poor medical facilities in Nigeria
- covid-19 patients are surviving. It is unbelievable to note that, there was
day that- over 11,000 patients were said to have recovered and relea
from isolation centers ~here in  Nigeria. (IDI/Male/20/A

User/Ilorin/2020)

Another participantl submitted that:
Nigerian government has never for once showed the television footag

COVID-19 patient from the.isolation centers from Nigeria to Nigeri
What they do often is to display covid-19 patients on sick bed
Europe and America. IU’s disheartening to note that the only
- government shows television footage of covid-19 patients in Ni erit
S0 ’deqel_tﬁll., Many of this patients were seen playing_ ames gd‘z".
eating, In fact some of this patients were seen -pfbda-iﬁ%ii '-t'h'a’t they @t
not have the virus but malaria, (IDl/MaleBO/ATMUser/nmgm/sz) -
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. infection. | heard 4
s v i I believe I am safe from the infec
sellers; with these 1tems oyt LER = heard

. H C .
people also drink and consume items sul £ contracting
pepper, lemon, garlic among others (0 reduce the chances ©

: d for me. It
the virus. There is no need to use nose€ mask. It is not e\:.t;]!}ogn?; 2020)
affects my breathing sometimes. (ID1/Male/33/Custome

wfy_ W s

: : din
The narratives above revealed the experiences and people’s Pcr:esf: ;gna;e%a;;yei
the prevention of COVID-19 that gave rise to different e as also n;)ted that
and incessant use of herbs pcrceived to prevent -the disease. It W self_medicaﬁm
some individuals refused to report to the hosplt_al and re§0rtt;£:; SO oh could be (8
with chloroquine, a malaria drug, due to the misconception e tethat &
used to treat the disease (Olapegba, ef al, 2020). It is thus ¢ tilar 0 ot e . R
these misconceptions and misunderstanding are not correcte_d,d % 20) & .‘
to hinder preventive and control efforts in the country (Aworin e, : :

Conclusion . t
' ~ded Coronavirus forms an essential aspec
G S is also doing its bestn this

of governance of any nation. The Nigeria government 1 !
’ : v ing various preventive and

regard to contain and control the virus by introducin : i
safety measures through NCDC. The violation and non-compliance t0 COVID-19 =

safety rules has become very high and challenging in .l"twara State. The stud(}q
revealed that a large proportion of the study participants are aware anc &
knowledgeable about the COVID-19 pandemic and that the media is their major '

source of information about the virus. Kwarans had relatively high knowledge ,‘e"' _

the COVID-19, even though laden with several misconceptions. The response t0 =
were below

COVID-19 prevention and control as reported in the state
expectation. At the early stage of outbreak of the disease, people demonstrated:

nonchalant attitude with total lack of commitment to preventive guidelines }_53‘
forward by the authorities. :

People are found to be less concerned about wearing of nose mask, use of hand
sanitizer, social distancing, inter and intra states restriction movements order 1S
regularly violated, markets men and women as well as commercial motor
 transporters and the passenger failed to abide by the government order and
 security agencies are shortchanged and some of them are reported com
~ their work by collecting bribes from the commuters to allow t
~ Numerous factors were found to be responsible for | :
~ which includes people’s lack of trust 0 eover ‘
- money, elite’s nature of the virus, poor medi
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