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Introduction

The study of the twin fields of Arabic and Islamic Studies, especially at
the higher institutions of learning in Nigeria, and the seamless learning of
the two courses in the country could be credited to the determination,
relentless efforts, foresightedness, and sacrifices of some individuals who,
in the face of daunting challenges, remained focus on finding a path
through which generations after theirs would pass through. They had to
decide between studying attractive and lucrative courses in the social
sciences or the seeming hopelessness in pursuing a specialization in non-
attractive courses like Arabic and Islamic studies, especially at a time
when colonial imperialists and Christian missionaries were holding the
ace.

The colonial period was also a time when traditional Ulama in the country
rejected Western education out of the fear that it could lead to the conversion
of their children to other religion or make them upholders of religious
liberalism.! Having been tackled at the lower levels by some Muslim
individuals, some extended the same strength to higher institutions.
Prefence for Arabic and Islamic studies therefore became easy at least
based on the belief that specialization in the field would guarantee the
preservation of Islamic culture and civilization in the country. This is
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where Prof. M.O. A Abdul belonged. This chapter, therefore, is an eff
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evaluate his legacies, as could be traced in the generations of Studeny ¢
passed through him all of whom have striven to prese hay
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legacies in the field of Arabic and Islamic Studies in Nigeria today, §

Islamic Education in Nigeria in Pre-Abdul’s Days
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Nigeria were missionary schools.® Western education was therefore offered
as a tool for liberation from the colonial masters but with Christianity as
the vehicle. Adebayo rightly observes that education in the hands of the
missionary was 4R. Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, and Religion: the
curriculum focused on Bible Knowledge, Christian FEthics, Christian
Literature, Arithmetic, Language, and Craft.’What was given was purely
to proselytise and to produce Christians or Biblical persons,f0 Schools
were, therefore, used to convert people to Christianity. It was against this
backdrop that some Muslims took up the challenge to liberate the Muslims
from the oppressions of the moment. The first efforts gave birth to the
formation of Muslim societies like Ansarudeen (AUD, 1922), Anasru
Islam, 1946, Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria (MSSN) in 1954, and
the establishment of Muslim schools, Ahmadiyyah, Anwarul —Islam,
especially in Yorubaland.""' The second effort was the resolution of some
intellectuals who believed that the success recorded in the first phase
could be replicated again at the higher levels to clear the path for the
upcoming Muslims. As this was going on, scholars like M.O.A. Abdul
picked interest in studying Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University,
having won different scholarships that put them on the same pedestal as
those who pursued careers in sciences, commercial, and arts courses.

It was also the period when local Mallams and conscious Muslims
prevented their children from pursuing Western education, which was a
prominent tool for proselytisation. Many Muslim scholars considered
Western education alien and toxic to local traditions and customs. The
likes of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-llori (d.1992) thought Western
education was dangerous to Islam; hence, he not only publicly spoke
against it but also forbade it in his Madrasah. He rejected the move to
incorporate  Western cducation into Islamic education, stating that
whoever wishes to be acquirc western education, should go to school
properly. Yusuf and Yusuph obscrved that:

It is necessary to comment on Shaykh Adam's attitudes to
Western education. Initially, he was vehement in his
opposition to Western education. His reason was that such
institutions werc being used for proselytisation by the
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especially in Yorubaland. He cited ¢xamples of the
Muslims who were converted to Christianity through their
schools. They include T.O.S Benson of lkorodu, Lagos
state. He was formerly called Badmos, and whep he
converted in 1914, he changed his other Muslim name
Theophilus. This was why, in 1972, during the twentieth-
anniversary celebration of his school, he rejected 4
suggestion that the English language be included in the £
school's curriculum. His other rcason was that the studentg
would be divided in their studies to the detriment of Arabijc
and Islamic education.'? A reminiscence of how Christian
missionaries during colonial administration in Nigeria,
especially in the south, used Western education as a tool for
proselytisation justified his (Shaykh Adam) reasons.
Muslim students were converted to Christianity, and their
Islamic names changed. Thus, Lawal is to Lawson, Dauda

1s to Davidson, Yusuf is to Joseph, and Musa is to Moses,
among others. "*

to

Shaykh Adam was not alone on this, but the same could be said of the

Bamidele Movement of the Zumuratu group of Muslims in Yorubaland. It

i1s a religious movement founded by Alhaji Abdul-Salami Bamidele Bada
in  Southwestern Nigeria, Rejection and condemnation of Westemn
education was a cardinal principle in their schemes.' Their resistance to

Western education was bome out of the conviction that it corrupts young

minds with the instrumentality of Western civilisation, which turns them to
| be liberal if they do not convert from Islam."> This notion has existed
among the Bamidele members until now that some Bamideles defied thff
rule and chose to be educated in Western-oriented schools. There is Dr A_ll
Abdulwaheed Adebisi in the Arabic Department of the University of [lorin
who is a staunch member of the Bamidele group. M.O.A. Abdul WS,
therefore, one of those few who saw the future and opportunity 10
education and believed that it could be incorporated into the Westem

- f
school system where young Muslim scholars would have the privilege 0
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Christians and to halt the spread of Islamic educalion,
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aligning Islamic scholarship with the Western education system to make a
balanced individual. These were his convictions when he chose to make
the study of Arabic and Islamic studies his future career at a time when he
could make other choices with the same opportunity. It was this mission
he was able to expand when he traveled abroad to pursue higher
certificates.

Profiling M.O.A. Abdul

M.O.A. Abdul was from the Ijebu extraction of Yorubaland in Nigeria. He

was bomm on the 6" of February, 1926, in Ijebu-Ode, his mother's

hometown, while his father was from Ijebu- Ife, both in Ogun State.'®

From a tender age, he was deeply inclined towards religious education and

a zeal to master Islamic sciences in particular. However, these were traits

from his father, who was a devoted Muslim scholar. He was, therefore,

raised in a devoted family thoroughly instilled with the values of faith,

humility, and an insatiable thirst for spiritual knowledge. '” As a teenager,
M.O.A. Abdul experienced transformative religious learning and
demonstrated a high sense of Islamic scholarship, which made him
different from his peers. He was taught the rudiments of Islamic sciences
by his father, who died in 1935 when he was a boy of nine (9) years old,
and there is no record of him leaming under any Mallam of his time. '°
Still, his rare intellectual acumen reveals the uncommon gift Allah had
bestowed on him right from that time, which earmed him various
scholarships at different levels of his education. The burden of taking care
of the family fell on the shoulder of his mother after the demise of his
father, so after his primary education at the Muslim School. ljebu-Ode, in
1940, he was sponsored by ljebu Muslim Mission to Government
Teachers' College, Ibadan, in 1945 where he obtained Grade 111
Certificate, 1946."" This was after he worked as an attendant in a filling
station to raise fund for his Junior Cambridge Examination in 1944, in
which he had flying grades. 1947 and 1948 witnessed his outstanding
performance in the Senior Cambridge Examination and Teachers'
Elementary Certificate Examination, both as an extermal candidate
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Abdul’s Academic Career
Upon his return in 1964 from the United Kingdom. he joined the services of
the University of Ibadan as an academic staft and was the first Nigenan to
join the department of Arabic and Islamic Studies. He started as an
Assistant Lecturer and rose through the ranks to the professonal cadre m
1982, the same vear he became the Head of his Department.™ He was the
first indigenous H.O.D. in the Department and the first Professor of Arabic
and Islamic Studies in Nigeria.” He was known for the attributes of
meticulousness and diligence to duty.”* M.O.A. Abdul equally belonged to
many professional bodies and received different awards from organizations
and societies in Nigeria and the diaspora. He served vital government
assignments. He was one of the implementers of the National Policy on
Education (NPE) 1978. He was also a consultant to the International
Musli'm Society for the Study of Religions, Ottawa, and an external
examiner to universities in Nigeria and abroad. especially the University
ey e i e of i g et
and the pioneer President of the

Nigerian Association : . .
(NATAIS).? of Teachers of Arabic and Islamic Studies
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Abdul’s Authorship of Beoks/Scholarship

He also wrote several books, articles, and journals and fulfilled all
academic requirements for carcer progression. Oladimeji listed about
fourteen (14) books to his credit and thirty-five articles published in
reputable journals covering local. national, and international outlets.”* The
titles of the books covered different aspects of Islamic discourses,
especially the Quran, Hadith, and their sciences. It also includes exegetical
and textual studies of both primary sources of Islam. Others are
comparative studies between Islam and C hristianity, Islam and customary
practices. especially among the Yoruba, his tribe and environment where
he grew up. the history of Islam and the Prophets of Allah, caliphate, and
creedal matters. He equally wrote for the preliminary levels. The contents
are geared toward entrenching Islam and propelling Islamic scholarship in
the country and among the Yoruba communities. They were also meant to
provide a basic understanding of Islam to the teeming population of
Muslims conversing in English with little or no knowledge of Arabic. It
should be noted that some of these works are translation works, while
some are written in the Yoruba language to drive a local understanding.
Apant from those published in India, Lahore, and Ankara, Turkey, others
were published by the Islamic Publications Bureau in Lagos, Nigena. The
books are useful across various levels of leaming, primary, secondary. and
higher institutions. His textbooks are used for many external examinations
in Nigeria and the West Afrnica sub-region, like the West Africa
Examination Council (WAEC), National Examination Council (NECO),
and National Board for Arabic and Islamic Studies (NBAIS), among
others.

The articles are purely academic works with tones and styles that depict
high scholarly discourses. The contents are similar to those of the books
and encompass other areas of relevance to scholarship at every level
Three of them focus on Islam in Yorubaland, depicting the common
practices among the Yoruba Mushims, like ant of divination and syncretic
approach. The interferences between Yoruba and Arabic Language to the
extent of loaning some words by Yoruba were also discussed. The themes
of another three of his articles revolved around Islam and Chnstiamity,

...........................................................................
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with Abraham (Ibrahim) as the father of faith and religious harmony i, ,

siven socicty. Four different articles discussed Islam as a religion i,
% [slam got to the country, religious tolerance

ioeria. They focus on how
:c:;gitical {nvolvement by Nigerian Muslims, and lbe study of the Arabic
language. About four of his articles are translations from- Arabic into
English with commentarics. These include Kirabu Usu{ud-Dm' by Shaykh
[- Jum'at bi Ghayri Lughatil-Arabiyyah, Kitap

Uthman ibn Fudi, Khutubatu % .
as-Sahaba by Tbn Mugaffa. Majma’ Bayan by Tabrisi. Some discussed the
being of Allah. Such include the concept of justice concerning God, the
exist:'ncc of evil and God's Omnipotence, and a comparative discussion

about God from Greek. Jewish, and Islamic philosophers. M.O.A. Abdul
dedicated three of his articles to the science of the Qur'an to propel a better
understanding of it. These include the concordance of the Qur'an and the
historical development of Tafsir; other discussions targeted at local and
international discussions like the need for Muslims to be literate,
secondary education in Islam, and teaching of Arabic and Islamic studies
textbooks in secondary school were discussed. The main focus of these
articles was the relevance of Islamic law in contemporary times, Tanzimat,
the emergence of Khalifah, and the concept of development, among others.

Abdul’s Mentorship of Students

Prof. M.O.A. Abdul had several students he mentored, to his credit, across
levels of learning. As stated earlier, he had taught at both primary and post-
primary levels; needless to say, he influenced many of those he taught at
those levels. Specifically, at the University, he supervised numerous long
essays and dissertations. Oladimeji listed seven (7) dissertations he
successfully supervised, while nine (9) theses were also completed under
his supervision. The Master students include Adebowale Shittu Agbetola,
Shuayb Abdul-Rahman, Muslih Tayo Yahya, Muhammad Al-Hassan
Nasarawa, Kamaldeen Abdul-Azeez Balogun, Muratda Aremu
Muhibbudin and Rushdat Olushola Solaja-Alagago (Mrs). The supervision
was between 1978 and 1984. The PhD students whose supervision covered
the period between 1977 and 1986 were Wahab Oladejo Adigun Nasir
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Yasir Anjola Quadri, Dawud Olatokunbo Shittu Noibi, Kamil Koyejo
Oloso and Asif Folarin Ahmed and Adebowale Shittu Agbclola.” Others
are late Alani Seriki, formerly of Tai Solarin University of Education,
Ijebu-Ode and M.O. Adeleye. A few lines on some of his PhD supervisees
and their achievements will show the impact M.O.A Abdul had on [slamic
education in Nigena through mentorship.

Professor Wahab Oladejo Adigun Nasiru was the first to be supervised by
Prof. M.O.A. Abdul as a doctoral student had his thesis was titled: Islamic
Learning among the Yoruba 1896-1963. A product of the prestigious
[slamic University, Madinah, Saudi Arabia, in 1963 for introductory
courses in Arabic and Islamic Studies before attending the University of
Tbadan for his bachelor’s, master's, and doctoral degrees in Islamic studies.
Prof Nasiru became the Editor-in-Chief of NATAIS journal, and External
Examiner for many Universities across Nigeria and beyond and the Chicef
Examiner, Islamic Studies in West Africa Examination Council (WAEC),
between 1972 -2006. He was also a founding Professor at Islamic
University College, Ghana, between 2001 and 2004.%*

Prof Nasiru lectured at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels and
rose to become the HOD, Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies,
University of Ibadan, between 1990 and 1992. Based on the training he
received from Prof Abdul, he also successfully supervised cleven (11)
PhD Theses. Himself a great scholar with about forty (40) publications to
his credit, he also attended many international conferences both within and
outside the country. He is widely respected for his scholarly
achievements, moderate views, and humble personality, all of which are
traits he learned from Prof Abdul.

Yasir Anjola Quadri is one of the prominent students of Prof M.O.A.
Abdul. He was a foundation lecturer in the Department of Religions at the
University of Ilorin from where he retired in 2018. Quadri completed his
Ph.D. thesis in 1981 under the supervision of Prof. M.O.A. Abdul.”® The
title of his thesis is: The Tijaniyyah in Nigeria: A Case study. Quadn's
experience spanned both teaching and administrative settings of the
University system. Having learnt the nitty-gntty of rigorous academic
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rescarch under late Prof Musa Abdul, he also successfully SUPery e
(10) PhD Theses, apart from countless d:sscﬂaugm and long Cssayy .
also supenvised His doctoral students include Prof Lakn l&-hm.l Akml()la
a retired Professor of Islamic Studies, Lagos State l_.'uwcmyy ”-ASU, .
the director of Mushim Rights Concern (MURIC), Nigena p
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AMB. Solagbery, a Principal Lecturer, Kwara State College of Arabyc
and Islamic Legal Studics (CAILS), Tlonn Dr AR Taofig (late), ,
becturer a1 the Universaty of lHonn, [y Umar A 2 lecturer, A Rufa'
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University) as well as the Muslim College, London. He was appointed
external examiner across Universities in Nigeria, Ghana, and Norway. He
also served as an external assessor for the Professorial cadre across
Nigerian Universities, among other academic responsibilities, which he
discharged diligently. He has so many publications to his credit. He was
also a regular commentator on British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) and
Irish Radio stations on Islamic matters relating to Nigeria. Professor Noibi
is the pioneer Exccutive Secretary of the Muslim Ummah of Southwest
Nigeria (MUSWEN), an [slamic umbrella body for all Muslims of
gouthwestern Nigeria. He also held different officcs, ranging from being
the Chicf Imam of the University of Ibadan for ten years, Deputy
Secretary General of the Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs
(NSCIA), and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Council of Ulama
of Nigeria. Vice President (Islamic Studies), National Association for the
Teachers of Arabic and Islamic Studies (NATAIS). Member, National
Committee of Islamic Studies Curriculum Developers (Nigeria). Member,
Nigeria Educational Research and Development Council. Member,
National Committee on the Implementation of AlMajiri Education 1n
Nigeria. Member, Board of Trustee, Sultan Foundation for Peace and
Development, Nigeria. Member, Nigeria Inter-Religious Council
(NIREC). Chairman, Takaful (Islamic Insurance) Advisory Council, of
National Insurance Commission, Nigeria. Member, Board of Trustee,
Muslim Community of ljebu Imusin, Nigeria.

In the diaspora, Prof. Noibi is a Chairman and member of different
organizations worldwide. Some include Member, General Assembly,
International Islamic Charitable Organization (11CO), and Kuwait.
Adviser, Muslim Association of Nigeria in the United Kingdom. Founder
and Amir of the Council of Muslim Organizations (CNMO). London,
Member, Central Working Committee and Senior Councilor, Muslim
Council of Britain (MCB). Chairman, Council for Welfare of Muslim
Prisoners, UK. Faith Representative on Southwark Alliance, UK. Founder,
Souhwark Muslim Forum (SMF). Member, Muslim Scholars’ Congress,
Jakarta, Indonesia and Pakistani International Advisory Council, Council,
Muslim World Congress, Karachi, Pakistan. He is a member of the
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(Islamic Studies), Kogi State University, (2907 _tO daFf:). Ext
Examiner (Islamic Studies) Lagos St'atc University, Ojo - L
February 2007. He was a Visiting Associate Professor of' lic,l'amic Studies,
to Lagos State University, Ojo — Lagf?s, 2Q05 - 2906, .VISItTng I.{eadcr of
Islamic Studies, to National Open University of Nigeria, V](%tOrla Islan 0
Lagos, November 2006 to May 2008) and Professor of Islamic Studies, at
the National Open University of Nigeria, 2008- 2016
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Professor Kamaldeen AbdulAzeez Balogun is another prominept Student
of Prof. M.O.A Abdul; in fact, he supervised both his master's dissertation
and Ph.D. thesis. However, because Prof M.O.A. Abdul was strong, he
needed help to complete the last chapter of the thesis before being
transferred to a colleague, who equally doubled as his student-Professor.
D.O.S. Noibi.” No doubt, Prof. Balogun only had a change of supervisor
not a change of style and method, because the latter also exhibited the traits
acquired from his supervisor. Like M. O. A. Abdul, Prof. Balogun jg
equally an Ogun-born scholar from Abeokuta, the state capital. He is also
one of the academic stars in Nigerian Universities, with impacts that are
difficult to match. He epitomizes academics' "
by combining academic scholarship with active community services, the
trait he took from Musa Abdul. He is presently the grand-Mufti of
Egbaland and the Chief Imam of Gbagura mosque in Abeokuta.®® He is a
model, an elder Statesman, a mentor, an administrator, an arb

prolific writer, an orator, and a down-to-
qualities.

town and gown" syndrome

itrator, a
heart scholar, among other
He is a comprehensive personality with a high sense of

Southwestern Ni geria.

He has over fi

fty (50) articles published in high-impact academic journals
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research completed under his watch before retirement.”’ Prof. Balogun
was described by on¢ of his student-mentees as having reminiscence for
Jeadership. He is described as a modest, tranquil, moderate, and sincere
jeader in all ramifications who had imparted positively into the lives of
many.do Oyesanya identified thirteen (13) PhD viva voce that Professor
Balogun conducted across Nigerian Universities.*’ The unique
contributions of Prof. Balogun to the development of learning and research
in Islamic Studies are now becoming a universal practice. They are as
follows. The first is the multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches
:n Doctoral supervision. The objective is to shift the focus from singularity
and promote a collaborative approach leveraging insights from various
academic disciplines. The second is post- doctoral supervision follow-up,
which retains and strengthens the bond between the supervisor and the
supervisee after the supervision. And the third is the timely completion of
a doctoral thesis. This keeps the students on their toes. These are traits that

Balogun emulated from late Prof M.O.A Abdul.

M.O.A Abdul’s Influence on Arabic and Islamic Education in Nigeria

The influence of Prof M.O.A Abdul in the field of Arabic and Islamic
Studies cannot be underestimated. This can be felt in many ways viz the
books he wrote, the various lectures/talks he gave as well as the impact he
made on those that had dircct contact with him especially his PhD
students. For example, few people who have chosen a career in Arabic and
Islamic Studies today can claim not to have read Abdul’s works in
pn'aparing for one examination or the other. His books such as The
Historical .0”'3"" of Islam, The Holy Book of Islam, The Prophet of Islam,
::'uil:i?:?ir :'g_ﬁphate amon_g others were readily available for aspiring
chools at that lizealj;ihls:)amlc Studies in .sccondary and post-seconc?ary
frap it go‘;eme | ooks were Cf)nSldeI‘Bd SO v'alua.tble at that tu‘ne
was: corirolfisg s ment of the Unity Party of 'ngc.:na (UPN) which
SRoxiding e eicnr part of lhff Southwest Nigeria then and was
SR Sallo bl ation gave copies of these books free of charge to

public schools. Apart from students who benefitted and are
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others have been translated by Prof Quadri. He also has a traﬂSlatioIf?;
Glorious Qur'an into Yoruba language in a similar way as Abdul had gig
The likes of Prof Balogun also took after Abdul in the area of ISlami;
philosophy- Needless to say anything regarding Abdul’s influence in the
area of lectures and talks he gave at onc time or another. The lives of
many have been positively influenced by them. All these are no doubt
e of a great mentor that can hardly be ignored or
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Conclusion
This chapter has appraised the life an
as an academic sage in the twin fields

d works of Professor M.O.A. Abdul
of Arabic and Islamic Studies in
Nigeria, focusing on his intellectual achievements, including personal

‘butions to society. He took a carcer in less

values, passions, and contri
attractive and non-lucrative courses when there were many opportunities
m in other fields of study. Through

for brilliant and vibrant students like hi

teaching, research, and writing, he committed to making religious studies
a household course in Nigerian higher institutions. He left indelible marks
that are traceable to his postgraduale students, especially the Ph.D-
Students who kept his flag flying till the present time. These students &
scholars of repute across the globe and have made remarkable jmpacts 0
the lives of many, both within and outside the academic circle- professor
M-Q.A Abdul remains the source of their inspiration,
replicating different traits of him in their dcalings. The paper ¢
Prof. M.O.A. Abdul was an iconic academic with an everla

aﬂd they kecP
oncludes tha
sting legacy
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that i difficult to match. His former students are leading Islamic Studies
scholars in Nigeria and beyond, exhibiting his teachings and principles.
Therefore, the paper recommends a revivalist approach to make Prof.
M.O.A. Abdul more visible and relevant in learning Arabic and Islami.c
gtudies in Nigeria by reproducing his works and domesticating his
philosophy by his students and grand-students.
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