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Vil Science and Religion in the Service of Humanity

SCIENCE AND RELIGION IN THE SERVICE
OF HUMANITY: A PREFACE

OLU OBAFEMI

The inter-textual and multi-disciplinary interconnection of human
knowledge has been long established: by prominent scholars of various
disciplines, thus providing the death-knell of narrow, exclusivist notion of
scholarship, .bursting the borders of. ‘knowledge .and opening the
floodgates through which disciplines can rigorously engage themselves. If
knowledge—either of-the scientific: forte‘or of the humanistic category
1S meant to serve mankind in her infinite search for. total- -self-
apprehension and that of its;cosmos—then it does itself great injury if it
forecloses itseiftin the chitin of specific, inviolable disciplines. . This book
1s-a critical outcome: of a three-day, all-inclusive- Conference.of Science
and Religion, organized by the.now. famous The Local Societies Initiatiye
(LSI) at the University of Ilorin in October: 2004.::It;:isalso’ a-re-
affirmation of the inextricability of science from-teligion as they provide
service 'to- humanity.” The .ontology. and spirituality; of Religion:.and-the
empiricism and -materiality. . of ,Science.. have -beén -exposed. in. this
Conference to be a product of needless ‘compartmentalization: ofchuman
knowledge: ... . . EEEn el b e

Three major papers-——a Keynote and:two comparative: Lead—

supply the focus, locus and tone which all the other thirty-one papers

rigorously engaged, with a surfeit of intellectual appetite, thus Bmﬁsm..ﬁ?m
book an organically well-knotted and engaging document on... n.?.w. various
ways in which human knowledge is presented;as iindivisible:and

inextricable. The Keynote paper is as expected, a furnishment ofiithe .

abiding concepts and tools of the Conference theme: ‘It- moc.mw?._a
centralize God in human. existence. and .-éndeavours; -which -include
Science and Religion. In serving God, Man serves himself, M.oﬁzom
himself within the universe and cosmos and seeks knowledge of _.__Emn_n
his environment and ultimately God, who makes that Eo..nw_manh
e feasible. Emeritus Professor Oyawoye links religion to
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space—in that the religion one practices is a factor of one’s cultural
cnvironment; an Irish will be a catholic, a Serbian an. orthodox Christian,
u Chinese will be Hindu while a Turkish will be a Muslim. These are
probable absolutes that will certainly generate disputations—for which
scholarship is notorious.

What will be less contentious is the link he draws between
science and religion which became veritable tool and gift of God to man
in his God-designated role as vicegerent. Having created matter and
cnergy and their properties, God gave man the knowledge (grey matter)
and intuitiveness, both to quest after, to-find and to unravel nature’s
mysteries. This is the domain of science. Its endowment by God is the
sphere of religion; of metaphysical and ineffable spirituality. Oyawoye’s,
conclusionis thus an inviolable linkage between Science and Religion,:
which are man-ceritred. . : :

Flowing.‘or/and extending, albeit .unwittingly, from - this
conclusion, two papers-of the same title, vide, Science Goes Better With
God, ‘take' alternative perspectives of the centrality of-God- in the growth
and essernce of Science. Emeritus Professor ‘Adeoye -Adeniyj takes. the
matter” from the. Christian perspective while Professor. O.B.; Oloyede
examines the-issuefrom the Islamic-standpoint: Adeniyi offers informing,
workirig definitions of Religion andSciencé as *forces™ that man requires
to m.o?n&w&.m_n_m...ﬁm:mmosﬂ.ww.UBﬁOM&U.uw ‘anawakened sense of'a higher
unséen controlling ‘power, which trariscends man. and which 'serve “as a
controlling’ influence over man, meeting the:non-physical heeds of:man
and expréssed within' the ‘non-physical realm.” Science -is- defined as
knowledge that is ensured throughobsérvation:and experiment, critically
tested; ‘systematized:iand brought-undet general principles”. Its inclination
toward eriquiry, inquisitiveness-and:s¢eépticismeinclinestit toward: atheism=
whichris antitheticdl to the-unalterablé: inclination of faith and religion. It
is witht the help? of-réligion :that mysteriés:of ‘creation are clarified for
science“—for’ example-that. through ‘religion weknow ‘that the Big Bang
was aiithoreéd: by*God. “The ‘Bible:comes in“’copiously in this paper to
ascertain-the. composite nature of man=+as-both a physical (matter) and a
spiritual (ifieffable) product of God. :

In a-similar frame; and complementary to the God-centric- nature
of ‘Science “and’ Religion " in: serving: mankind,  O:B.Oloyode’s- paper
proffers astrofiornieal evidences'to argue the plurality of the: universeras

iconized - the-Qur’an;, drawing generously from germanesverses mswﬁ_,.n
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Qur’an. For instance, and contrary to the claims of disc

of Zygote and the DNA, celestial bodies had been qownmmm&oowrwﬁwwwﬂmﬂ
Muhammed over a thousand years before modern science evolved. With
spiritual o_m:Q..EmHmoqn. science will acknowledge the mcﬂroarwv of
knowledge and life as attributes of Allah.

. T.o.:._. these tripartite discourse—the inseparable mutuality of
science, religion and man as God’s agent, the various themes that emerge
from the papers become organic, multi-perspectival and affirmative of the
value of multi-disciplinarity of human knowledge. The cognate themes
and perspectives that flow from the essays include Medicine, Science,
Technology, Sociology, Communication, Law, Morality, Religion and
Agriculture. They all offer concepts, notions, facts and figures which
buttress the central argument of the inter-relationship of knowledge and
their application to the total apprehension of humanity—{from the key
religions of the world, diverse _languages, anthropologies, ethnic
nationalities—from comparatist slants of scholarship. We shall only
exemplify these. themes in-the rest.of this brief Preface, so as not.engage
in :a boring and ‘tedious discourse such- that. is capable of ‘killing’ ithe
reader’s appetite, rather.than whet it.. 1ty ary ‘

By far the most explored discipline is Medicine—seen from both
Islamic; ‘Christian and Afrel dimensions;. engaged from Western and
Afican perspectives and- from ethnic nationality angles. For example,
Bade Ajayi's essay titled The Human Skull Derived from Ifa Corpus,
Olaoye’s paper An Analytical_Study cn_‘.z.m_nounov?wn,m._.aw.z.um.._.m:
Modern Science- and ‘Traditional- F aith, . Babalola’s.. Interaction
Between Science-and Religion-Among the, Ko..ﬂd».,.un.&__rm—.mwwﬂm.:%
Appraisal, Oguntola- Laguda’s article on a Philosophical Appraisaz

Small Pox 5.%E.:gHnu&:c:»_\..wgonln.&: offer quite exciting £Xpose

on ithe curative :and therapeutic- potencys of traditional; %e.:,cm H%Qm_wm,
once vilified as fetishist by onroaox..,%oﬂnﬂénﬂ%&hﬁnﬂmm e ﬂmwa.w
" -an_illuminating di iating: paradigm in. the. metnos,
aper offers an illuminating differentiatin; gm | :
ananmmam_mna causative dimensions of m_nﬁgmmm &nﬂ,ﬁnmn.ﬁonnmmmﬁmm_mww
tice. -and. traditional medicine, which. -he curiously . GuiFa _n as
practice; ; . . : ;ﬂ mﬂﬁﬂawen.nfm,ﬂn.ﬂ L..,m‘—,.._

. . dicine. .

traditional Yoruba faith rather than medicine ; edical
el e _. t .in orthodox  .m

Yoruba ~medical belief: 1s. RB»&SE% -absen e lfa Corpus.an 4

55

perception. Through the .Sammﬁm%?m_% ﬂﬂ:ﬂﬁ,ﬁmw_%g jis: fabricated
erses, Ajayi-and Sanni propose.that i & X ot i owledge. This

divinity 'in. charge ©

- ”. S ey v
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will make curious reading for medical scientist. From the Urhobo
perception, Ubrurhe in his paper titled Life and Healing Process in
Urhobo Traditional Medicine, relates how African belief system and
concept of life set the Afro-cosmic notion of health, therapeutics, the
restoration and preservation of life departs from medical scientific
perception of same.

The other medicine-focused entries here examine medicine from
the perspective of Christianity and Islam. They are: Agboola’s paper, An
Appraisal of the Principles and Practice of Personal Hygiene in
[slam, Adeniyi M.O's essay on Science .and Qur’an in Human
Reproduction, Adegoke’s paper on A Re-evaluation of the
_wm_w:ojm_.:u between Islam and Natural Science engage the Islamic
perspective of. medical arts. Specifically, Adgoke finds a common,
harmonious ground between the Qur’an and medical science with specific
reference; to: human reproduction. The ‘Qur’an, he-argues, attests to the
claim of :modem ! science on- the - basic ‘elements and processes  of
reproduction;.: génetic transfer, endocrine ~regulation ‘of - genital tracts,
ovulation; -spermatogenesis, fertilization and: the: process of ‘zygote
transforming. into an adult organism. From the Christian parlance,
Professor Ogunbode’s thin-article is a'solo; but critical entry: The essay,
titled Spiritual Healing: and- Science: A .Christian Perspective,
examines :the: various. types of sickness; needing "healing, to justify the
relevance of ‘spirityal healing in:the scientific;and: technological age. He
opines -that such -sicknesses. that . are. spiritual, emotional, -demoniciin
natureé, require-éxtra-physical and &xtra-pharmacological attention. that-is
obtairiable ‘through-faith, praying, fasting; propitiation and atonément—=
which are essentially spiritual in' nature; Edéwor’s’ rathér generic: and
interesting paper;iThe Influence: of Religion-on. Contraception: and
Fertility: dis¢usses: the various social and: religious perceptions:and
approaches, to: thé: question oft abortion, contraception:and fertility across
the-world:lis anunger o e I e

.. z12uThe vSubject of Religion preoccupies the next  segment of
discourses»Thesgares broken:-into - Islamic;: Christianand Traditional
African religionss their inter-relationships with empirical: knowledge of
science-and theiri humanizing' dimensions for man in society. The essays
éxploritig the Christian religion-include Akande’s Interactions Between

Science :and:Religion: ‘A Biblical Perspéctive, Adamoélekin’s Religion

in the Service of Humanity: A Case Study

.of the Early nrnwmzun.

.
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Ministry to the Widow, O

and its Relevance to Heal

of God in the Worlg A ific and Biblical Evidence
Impact of Jesus’ Teachi

: H Oguntoyinbo’s essay on The
of Jes ng on Humanity. A} _
that Christianity plays in ivation e crvete the role

gunkunle’s An Exe
th, Oladele’s Scient
round Us, and

getical Study of Leviticus

. » through a copious recourse
ta the Bible, that gma in his basic three i

. ! . -pronged persuasions—as Atheist;
Agnostic and as a Theist—is the inelu

existence, irrespective of our religious
cause and effect to argue his case, as bi

Traditional  religion examined through eschatology and
environment in two African ethnic nations—the Yoruba and Edo--
preoccupy two essays: Alamu’s Edo Eschatology and the Scientific
Cosmos and Dopamu Abiola’s God, Nature and the Environment in
the Yoruba Perspective. The Edo cyclical ‘worldview; intrinsically
woven with-the ‘Yoruba, argue the continuous and unbroken life cycle of
the living, the dead and the unbomn; in which death equates. the beginning
of transcendence—a commencement of a new.mode of existence.. In.a
similar extension of this worldview, Abiola- Dopamu. avers that the
Yoruba world is a temporal and spiritual cosmos. .=~ .- - B

Essays on the technological perspectives in religion, equating its
scientific .derivative as.applied-knowledge mw.lmoz._:m_w Enon,aoa and
contextualized by Prof. Abubakre’s: fascinating. article on Aspects:of
Quranic - Hints to Science and Technology: A~ Case .m:.-&s em
Alexander the Great in which he presents Ur:_-ogmx:.i Eo.@mn an
as Alexander the Great. The paper m_uzx cites- the _..u,r_o?o a.ma_:oww
claim that it ‘was a prophet who built the city of >._mxm9.m. Hrn rohm.wmna, Mw
the paper is to locate the connection of religion, mo_nzon_wsa. tec w ﬁmmw g
well as the rotational capacity of God across times m:@..mmowmwzx_ i
renewing potentials among his :o__.n”_o figures _“.q M“M mnwmn_“”_wm: - amnwaﬁ =

imilar ilk are Emiola Nihinlola’s paper R it
MMMM.S and religion with reference to genetic engineenng==€xamining, its

‘therapeutic and <eugenic purposes, as folcrumed® on: the'<Chrstian

perception of man in-the image of God. >c§.m.m paper hw_mrha@_%“ﬂmwm
on Technology. Titled Magic and Science in m\o...:w Mnm..o,.i i
Africa’s’ Technological Development the' essay Emm.nm.._ @ s

»3 ¥
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Communication is a thematic concern explored in a few papers in
this book. Omotoye’s essay. Communication and the Universality of
the Gospel in Yorubaland examines the various forms and uses of
Communication devices—from the oral to the technological—in the
ipread of Christinity in Yorubaland. While Language, Science and
_f.:r.,m.:: Three Mutual Factors in the Service of Humanity discusses
the inimitable significance of language as the vehicle of human
Communication, including scientific and religious engagements, Ojuade
deploys dance—a gestural and kinetic form of communication to treat the
subject of the place of art in the humanization of the universe. The
essence of food in the survival service of mankind is a biblical
endowment of man by God as argued by Professor Adesiyun in his essay

liled The Contribution of Science and Religion to the Feeding of
Humanity: The Nigerian Experience.

This book is a veritable compendium. of the multi-perspectival
nature of knowledge and scholarship, delineated from the inextricable and
inter-textual link between science ssential ‘

_ and religion as essential tools—of
spiritual m:a temporal dimensions—for humanity and the enhancement of
the human "condition. 1t ‘is a ric

h and diverse study that explores
knowledge in a‘comiplex, profound and engaging marner..It is a privilege
to read all the essays and write this rather sketchy Preface to it. I do hope
that it will be-made available to many students and scholars in all
disciplines of 'stady and-at various levels of knowledge acquisition and
disbursement. .. ‘
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LANGUAGE, SCIENCE AND RELIGION:
THREE MUTUAL FACTORS IN THE
SERVICE OF HUMANITY

STEPHEN BILLY OLAJIDE

Introduction

. . . ag _ issorich that it offers so much unpity within
%umanlm -diversity. Imagine man in his complex, ever-
: \ widening, yet collapsing global environment.
As he interacts with the flora and fauna.of the terrain, man acquires
experience that builds into an urge for more experiences. The urge
intensifies into' unyielding thirst for knowledge. The more he knows, the
" more he discovers he has to know. In the process of seeking additional
universal knowledge; man adopts approaches, methods, and techniques
. (Lawal, 2001) that suit particular situations. The situations ramify into
- intellectual dimensions which man later, addresses as disciplines—. formal
academic-/m_etaphysical-areas.,Allsdisc,ipi_ine_s, including language, science
~ and religion, derive from this process (Fafunwa, 1974; Templeton, 2000).
* Hence, disciplines are related as they are all rooted in humanity.
However, -the different situations so addressed. seem to have
developed certain intricacies that may be called doctrines. around and
within every discipline. Once man’is devoted to-a discipline, he owes:
intellectual allegiance first to that discipline. - - . .
‘ This: may explain why today, many scholars tend to defend their
* disciplines. with- fanaticism. They do all sorts of things to stone-wall,
4 coining: terms: -and ‘labels that make- the discipline appear inviolable
:7 (Lawal, 2004). They also formulate rules and principles they suppose
- would guarantee their survival and continued productivity, even when
, such; terms involve: circularity, duplicity; and mediocrity (Gingerich,
£~ 2000). Nobody quarrels with a display of survival instinct, for self-
wwatmnm nature’s paramount law. Nevertheless, a situation where
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mua-tand nter-) - disciplinary struggles  degenerate 1o acrimonies,
mystuticaton and intellectual arrogance should be a_moo:_‘mmma.

The drive 1o prevent science and religion from becoming
antagomisuic each to the other. has Increased in recent times. Many people
now recognize the role hoth disciplines play in promoting humanity, and
believe that ¢ncouraging them to attain greater co-operation would serve
mankind better.
One strong tool for fostering the desired unity is language. Both
disciplines use language in peculiar and general ways, and because
language 1s dynamic (Chomsky, 1972; Lawal. 1989; Tinuoye, 1994), its
fountains can never run dry. It is difficult, if not impossible, to an<a_o._u
specific language models 1o be deployed by science and religion, but it
could be worthwhile to recommend how they handle their ioam.mm they
communicate within and beyond themselves, so that humanity, the
ultimate, may not be short -changed in religio- scientific exchanges.

The Place of Language in Humanity

One distinguishing attribute of man mm. his uommnmmmoa and use of
language (Lawal, 1989; Tinuoye, 1994). He is the .o:_v\ being that om:
think about the past, reflect on the present, mqa conjecture .50 ».E_.:m rw
exploiting the resources of language. There is a lot of evidence _Hz:ﬂan
literature that language plays a significant role in :c.Sw: thought (O w_ e
1996). Even from the biblical account of man’s origin, _m:m.:mmn has been
an extremely powerful tool. In the book of On.:mma. a .QQQ gave :Wﬂn
involving the use of language. Also, language is a crucial feature M M
destruction of the Tower of Babel. However, as observed 3 War mﬁw

(1977), “Language remains one of :5. greatest Swﬂnnn.m E.m: wm
confronted people™ (p.2). All nxv_mam:o:m offered by __sm:_wﬁm.nﬂm
demystify language, according to ._.Ecown.:moé, have co%:# m::n:
plausible speculations since there hardly exists n<_aa=oa.~.o ac  Sueh
claims up™ (p.4). It would not suffice to aﬁ._.:n _m,:mcumw in ﬂn:ﬂm. 0 )
skills of vocabulary. speech, listening, reading and e<:=.:m. Thus, the

stion remains what is language? y

e Linguists are agreed that language is a system of m_,c_qma_\ W\%Mw_
symbols used for human communication (Wardaugh Gﬁfhuimm Hrm
Tinuoye 1994). This definition of language appears maomcm.ﬁ Q:.or
purpose of this subject. The definition underscores communication, whi

SNIRIR s e he

27 (p.17). The suasions from Lawal (2004) and Oladipo (]

5% other to aptly express themse]
v without m:m_.wm.. while langua
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the paper tries to emphasize. In this regard, the view offered by Lawal

_ IS a “weapon in nation-building. . . that binds peoples
logether across al] geographical barriers” (p.32) may be quite relevant. He
considers language as a great means of generating knowledge. passing
mformation and attaining  societal integration. Lawal’s

corroborated by Banjo (1995) when he maintains that attaining personal.
social, spiritual, political and national goals has to do with the right
pussession of language. -

That language is crucial to esta
_EBm:_Q has also been canvassed by Alston (1964) who admitted
e tried to get at some of
facts by considering the fundamenta]

language we use to talk about the world”
tommunication,

“there
these
features of the
(p.2). Meaning is crucial to
Entities, ideas and values cannot be appropriately
interpreted if the wrong language is employed.

Worried by the danger that assumptions about language have
constituted to H;mmo-marqovo_ommn& interpretations of
Oladipo (1995) counselled that world-vj
interpreted if language is cautiously used
the institutionalized intentions, objectives and practices which inform the
concepts whose equivalents it s trying to establish™ (p-397). Oladipo
Bppears concerried with the attainment of what Lawal (2004) explained as
“meaning without - meanness™ attainable through sensitivity to the
- complex and multi-dimensional nature of language™ (p-17). Reaffirming
- his belief that language plays a centra] role in human activities, Lawal

with sufficient attention paid to

oratural

‘ 280) who posi God gains no children except by
“#'mceans of his seed (the, word, of God)” (p.1).

e Language . is intricately woven into humanity. Both neeq each
ves. Humanity without language is like tea
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seience and Religion as Ways of Life
&n.n:nm._m a wv\,ﬂn:ﬂ:n attempt to attain insight into nature,
according to ,Q:__:m (cited in Akanmidu, 2003). But serious science
.::.:Nmm the gains from such insight in solving man’s numerous problems.
Science cannot just be pursued for its own sake. Thus, in the present
paper, science 1s regarded as the justifiable definition of natural
phenomena based on sufficient insight, and with the intention to solve
given nﬁv_naw of humanity. The word “justifiable” is important here
because it connotes that scientists also endeavour to convince and
persuade people about their disciplines, mmvanmm.:v\ concerning the
tremendous progress science has made over the years. The three unique
o:.m_.mﬁm:m:nw of science identified by Akanmidu include the fact that
science: . :
1. Relies, on paradigms (set of tested theories) to function
effectively.
2. Discovers new truths by challenging and reformulating of
truths through vigorous enquiry, and that
3. Is based upon tightly controlled experimentation
Science is one of the most reliable ways of gaihing valid knowledge about
nature. Mere assumption is never allowed to pass for facts in science. It is
impossible to exhaust the contributions science has made to'the progress,
development and growth of mankind. Witholit science, humanity may
never have known transferable technology. Scientific breakthroughs have
reverberated even to the celestial spheres. Hence, science, like language,
qualifies as a factor in the discussion of humanity. . _
As for religion, it is the belief in the existence of God, the
Supreme being, and Maker of All things. Evéry religion should be
interested in life hereafter, when man would be: required- to give an
account of his earthly stewardship. Dopamu-(2003) noted that -alk
adherents of religion believe in “a personal Supreme ‘God who influences
the-direction of nature™ (p.v). Today, the world“has’so- many- religions
none of which may be objectively said to bé absolutely the right way.
Theology is the believer’s tested body of strategies, gimmicks and
theories employed to give meaning to, and advance the cause of a
religion. One target of theology is to win human souls for God. Therefore,
it emphasizes worship, by which adherents emphasize humanity. Indeed,
Templeton (2000) proposed a humanity-based model for theology by

4
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which he supposed that even the most brilliant scientist would view the
discoveries of the past about the universe and its Creator with ** a sense of
awe and an overwhelming feeling of thankfulness” (p. ix). Templeton’s
model is one of the latest efforts at fostering the relationship between
science and-religion. It seeks to further promote the idea that there is
something scientific about religion.

‘Much as science has to do with religion, it will be ridiculous to
argue that religion is absolute science. Akanmidu {2003) is one of the
reputable scholars of religion who object to a classification of Theology
“ g5 a science. Their opposition rests on the ground that Theology pursues v
the objective realities:of God while science is interested.in the objective
w reality or truth which underlies nature™ ( p. 45). But religion insists that it
is also concerned about a certain kind of truth. In trying to define a
sectarian - Christian  interest (truth), Warren (1986); ~a:universally
acclaimed. philosopher and preacher that has engaged in intellectual
battles with-atheists; scientists; and sceptics; explains:his-hone —writing n
“abook.! oo el oo Ca ey RiMLae  iitiasisciin

LY T R Iy B e 3 R W e b
TSI TEEF BN TS v SR E AT 1174 : I 6 it £ i

¥

I am writing this material to answer any;such accusations . . .«
which might be levelled because of the fact this material

is devoted to calling for all men to qnnomium‘_,,mﬁﬁ_, § § ot
Christian unity must be based on truth and unity cannot "

cn‘mmmq_mmm at the expense of 59.@@.&.3 Lo T :
. i e U T 4t W,,, 8 cant el e = H

{8 IRETINE ) PR e L B

- i

s §

.?a “mca‘mﬂo._:m mxmav._n.wu.oﬁ«mmﬁmmamawmnnmﬁﬁo QEQ En .wm,m,pi.u.a.ms 5
% many religions - that‘all'believers in God should be'engaged i ‘defending
and protecting sorié Baste truth —the Tudgement Day. However; atheists
‘like Russefl” (1973) considered such ‘relipiots™ fruth 'as " fmplatisible,
A querying {5€ rétioh parddipm Gf the Holy Biblé dhd related Scriptures,
. pstience and religionl are tWo separate. enterprises. The one i$

concernied with’systematically cHalléhging raturd i order to understand it

Kistebin HPRORLY & PR NI T A DTS NN PA L R I L T L R e IR ) B B Y AEe L PR BT R P
1 ¥ hetter“and ﬁﬂoo_s,ro the ' problems associatéd with”it, ‘while the other 'is

gontented pressing that any scientific discovery, (truth) should be regarded

2 00 B i Herd g taIar Bt el il IRidan A56¢

nm_,wﬁmwpmmbﬁ .mm..ﬁma.m%__Nma_.wumﬂ_mmmmﬁ.bmwm:w these differences, however,
the world iskeeri on‘forging tnity betWeefi the two (Dopamu, 2003).

- K The conflict between sciencé'and'reliion may find root, not onl}
il In :_m av__..w_.ﬂmao_ommmw_ and psychological differences between the two, bu
_-_8 in differences in language use. Olajide (1997) observed tHat there i
i w #8n ideological underpinning to language use. Scientific discourse has n
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" o Enavr,o:.n language as _: __.m concerned with ﬂvsn.awm
o i their natural, most objective states. On the other and,
phenome rishes by using language figuratively to appeal to emotions
seqros mo:: the reader who is expected to perceive the unknown.
and oo c..: language use can be considerably controlled among
Q:,Q.n:nom d clerics, such that conflict can be minimized or erased to the
,,n_wzsmﬂ MH__:E::? ._s the ?:oi:m section, a sample text on each of
:w:MnM and religion is stylistically investigated to show how language
Mhm have partly accounted for conflict.

Examples of rslmnnmm Acwm in Science and Religion with Their
k 1 * - ..,
Implications for Humanity

H.wx.ﬁ_.u ¢ SCIENCE

3 -. .. . . 4nn=¢
The text employed here-is in O:MBEM% ﬂnmc%”acwws mﬂ_ _&n_.mu_\
i ientist. The m&oo:oz. as bee S
o onm Sﬁm“ﬂm Mﬂm a hardcore Chemistry content noc__a w,vmn
content o s

< 1

o _ investigator.
features of language targeted by the investigato

T %
LA TR

‘e
v

Sample Utterance': '

i

F1¢1 BXS G
] ..\.“u.“... S
- From the ufterance,

u_..w... ,...,.._ .

ty. As’ elucidated by Akanmidu (2003); science

conscious of their identity. A

alk about a |

f g . Tﬂb \mo_nﬂ;_mﬁm Voofioded
s unique .and  defining_ attributes,  Yet, when a9 (50
has gpique and, difining, att ed. A
iversal issue hemselves divided. Alre
SIS A5 n that scientists are ,@nﬁmmﬂmmm &w i 5
the impression o, AT ot Tanguage in life, As.s
has discussed the unifying role 'th: mmoﬁ..om.,mﬁ._w:w&w& ca
could be ernF:mﬂo mmo‘ﬂ:a,mmﬁn‘w ,.;.;.L

BB lication from the, ufterance at Issue js that there c

hidden ideological war among :ﬁ._..mm_nﬂ%@w ot 0g o
oY el a1 Becoes (HOVI. v o

p)

, this’ pape

250

bilass
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Sample Utterance 2;

A person Not proficient j
. h

sCience in any field than
utilize, .

a_.mozz.._.:EoQ discipline. What with the use o

Y . e e - 3%

‘,,Jt';;-",‘ e

only sel T_nbannma.:m,. butalso con founding_ - .

. s

¥y

_m:mcmmo POWer is crucial to the scien
be made ‘With.any. Posturing? .
who are-genuinely- impressed by science.
mnmnzo,a_voznw. WA e ¥ ear s it sl
Sample Utterarice3.. . . . . L,

rat

3
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N an ordinary language s unlikely to do better
Mere experiments which somebody else would

science ook like an arrogant  and
f “proficient,” :o&E.&.w
» “better science”, and gq on!
people could do most things fairly well if

> for hur mia\ to note;
tist. However, dg the points have to

-~ The utterance does maje Important points for hym,

Lt ol R AT

m»ar.vwwmg_mﬂ discipline .qon:qnm.n ition, its .
and- sentences:: physics -y
involving:.

Lo a0
R T i WAt [1s 29 Gl Ly uite
1t may be felt that scientis _ quantitjes;”

o
e

 should be cautious énough not to give
suage, they should be cautious gnougn nat lo give
like language, they should be

lays in 1ifé; As such, it
plays.in ing jptellectual /3§ -1 (200 View on the e .
s o R 4Titing is-often oant_maa...ns%%n1..335.msa,ﬁq dispassionate, has
o been highlighted by Olgjige9g7, ™ 21 g |

M I e LR T s TtV T
.ﬁ.sf (3] St abn le GQ

£5 v

PERST hich, .
nsequerices of shich . st 1
the conseque) Th .:m,Bm,:ow_., rather than lingyjstic ‘

S¢S as: sentences.. Mathematica} €quations
_:_m_wgva_.mﬁ, that ‘represent direct

M f

“By the: ‘Utterance: above;

. Nevertheless. the- i talk aboy -

L W ¢

physics. sentences being
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ence that deals with word -combining, cannot be able to operate on
_w%.aa:nu:v\ formed words (“symbols™)..

If anything, m:m sample utterance points to the interrelatedness of 2
disciphnes.  Even in claiming a distinction between syntax and &
mathematics, one has to be cautious, in that current trends in syntactjc w
analysis seem to have benefited from insights in mathematics and _owmn 3
(Cook, 1993).

There is no doubt that humanity stands to gain from greater co-
operation among disciplines. The concept of science and religion is
actually meant to promote such co-operation.

T

Sample Utterance 4

Newton’s fundamental equation, F =ma, can.be expressed in ordinary
language, provided certain terms: have been defined, but at. variance with
ordinary sentences. .- g AT IReYs

—utie <l

'} ! ks i dorelho \ed ; o1 iv .. . T 12 40Q .L‘,.,.‘.L_.,?. fx g
.« »» Science is keen on'precision:and:brevity of expression and hasdts, <
- terms; as already: argued, in the text. The foregoing. utterance seeks;,to
reinforce this notion. The text started with E.amna.m:m a condition-around
language for entry into science. Here, mm&?. _:m_mﬁm..ﬁ_ﬁ.. unjess nnmn_%
conditions-are-met;-truth; the sole oE.o& on_moﬁm:mo..‘_smw.so.evn .wmm_.sn -1 §
_”HEm..wEuomnm to be a subtle way om:B:Em.chw:_Q_.S _nonm,_ﬂ.. con ‘._,wmnm.m ﬂ :
which.may not.be totally uonnEmEo 8.3»:.&.&.335. Mn __m__.Ew,\m. ﬁwmw::. |
‘equally guilty. of this'fallacy of “eithenz:cori.:™ At ong end; re _mbﬂ.maw ;
‘one that one cannot gain eternity without Oma... m.ﬁ »:wgnn.mo_n:oo-q.: .mi
that one cannot know its truth if one does not act in certairt Ways. i
sceriario ‘makes humanity comered; and _msmcwmo may 5%@8 o.osw 1

T 1 24 ,,\;._....” PYER !
douse the tenston.

CTRTHS EARY SN 10 N RN T e

¢ v

ceS o R

L A SR L A N T

teran -5
o expressed:

mw.:..n_m Ut

}

-

: ...r hilologist and’ poeti M.V. Lomon .
A moﬂmima,ﬁcmc&n Comte;strongly denied

! pilih

¢
23

. . 050V,
The Russian 0S¢
this belief, and the founder of p

e Y awrge .

Vool iaadi il Ay

iree
! Jentiisan

. The ‘target scie

an be consulted for verification. This goes

—.n. : - - - e erggre : ; . f ¢ ! ._ﬁ <L iz
nce’ text ends, with-an 2ppeal to authomty,uan: &4

earthly authority, whose work ¢

\
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nOm_._OS\ﬁrm 333 1 This m QO €X n
t empiricis akes science realistic. is may also e plai

why mankind has :
science. benefited directly from the progress so far recorded in

& TEXT2: RELIGION

Sample Utterance 1:

- Anyone that will ot change....

. .,_.,rn ] mﬂ._E.mQ .o.m discourse, here is “change”; by which the
Wmﬁoq\mﬁmmxn_, intends to persuade fellow Christians to change from their
ba ways in oa.mq to gain eternity. The subject oan be as interesting as it is ~
_ﬁ.:zmcimwa_wwnm..ma::ﬁnwnmﬂm view change indifferently. Change, in the
Cireumstances of this text, seems to' underéut what it sets oiit t vromiof

nstance lis text, ! ts
however.t=:n 10 sormguud  nive i o B v e Ftgrin!

¢
oy .
iy FTIAALE &

First, the writer presents man a§ God’s handiwork. As Sich: man
must be prepared to account for his earthly deeds before Qoab.: the
Judgment Day. However, by appealing to man to charige from' his Ways
the writer has_pronounced_the reader guilty. Such.an approach Haw% dn.
m offensive to one.not.really interested in the writer’s brand of teligion: o

Sample Utterance 2

YT iRty

i Vb

Ca SRR S

e - RV g

1+ 'One phrase that'can-instil fear and awe‘in the reader’ ac-adie
by -Templetori*(2000) “whoin- Herrmiann (2000) ,.aow&%m »wmwnm wmm“mw
. 'mostseasoried investorstin thetworld; and 'one-whohas devoted *His time
. since 1990;:to mm:»:&wov& and research'in' W.Em.&m_ wqolﬁmwm.‘.. {pp’Xvii o
. "xviii), hasrbeert remployed ‘in this “utterance o' appeal 1o, eriotion ‘and
. ‘nerease tension. in the reader. There is no way' the‘writer could
. empirically prove his idea of someone remaining in chain. The utterance _
, m._wmmM %%“M%: as to what God would profit by chaining sinners which

1

|
I
¥
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put frailties (or inabilities) in him, and dump him on earth
where he would continue to suffer. When religious people put their cases
as done in the sample utterance we are considering, it is like they are
trying to weaken their claim about God’s omnipotence. :
The utterance presents humanity as an unfortunate enterprise,

contrived by God Almighty .in -order to satisfy His - fancies and
creativeness. Humanity’s religious dilemma becomes clearer when the
next utterance is examined objectively.

Sample Utterance 4 g e 1ot

i 1 i

Many people have a shallow understanding of the: m:@.novom repentance,
and that is why its power is not known even among believers.

e
.

Here, an impression is being created-that ‘Orlmﬂ_.m‘.:m, do not grant
one another any measure of spiritual uprightness. Otherwise, why should
a Christian assume that another Christian has..not known enough about
“repentance” that,is so topical in the ,R:.mu.o:m‘:\m:o:_a&n _mnﬁnﬂvnﬂa
-that in.analyzirig ;the mn_.n:c..moaoun.maaw_a 2,.the issue om.mn_na.nn: 3:_%
to segregate was .discussed; That _mmcn.&mo appears, to. an.an.r o:wm
religion sone brand of Christianity trying;to o_wﬁ. greater purity‘than any
other brand. The issue would-only put humanity:in

f , o Lot

‘religion.a mockery.. .~ i

51411

vy ‘ FRFTD

£ $l DFEST “
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confusion:and render.
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Sample Utterance 5
——

mummr_.:m of its power in Act 3:19, Peter declared, “Repent, then, and turmn

to God, so that your sin may be wiped out, that time of refreshing may
come from the LORD.”

In order to back up his claim concerning repentance, the writer
appeals to authority, again as done by the writer of the science text in
Sample 5. Thus, religion is also presented as reflective human endeavour,
The allusion goes beyond merely gaining the reader’s attention; it is a
device that has helped bring cohesion to the text. .

- The .implication of the allusion for Peter is the sameness of
humanity. The man of today is like the man of any other time; and he has
to be focused, resilient and hard working in order to lead a successful life.
His time of refreshing may not come. unless he struggles. A position such
as-expressed.in sample utterance, 5-would seem to: vindicate Fanon (n.d.)
who observed ithat*'humanity is waiting for something, other from us than
such.an imitation, which would almost be an obscene caricature” (. 2595).
That position would have made a stronger. appéal. if its writer had
expressed it in.a subtler language. This utterance appears self-deceptive as
it imagines that God would do-anything for man without man doing
anything for himself, .
E»x-..m..,,rm:m_,_»mn Cause Science and Religion.to Serve Humanity
More Effectively , - ° . T o

-The, textual analysis done above shows that language has a crucial
role to play in making science and religion. serve humanity more
effectively. .>.=rocmr._,%o oi@mﬂm%&&ﬁ:&.a;ﬁﬂﬁﬁ@ as’scanty, and the
texts themselves .could not be regarded as absolute: types (for example,
their mnﬁncg%o_‘_émn.w:w this- paper was not.based on rigorous statistical
ground,cand: their. writers had . written An . different . professional. and
linguistic contexts), such evidencespoint to the fact that much still has to
be done to. make science and religion serve humanity .Boq.o purposefully,

- Religion Appears rooted in vagué and emotional grounds, merely
msmu_.m__.mnm,m.hn.ﬁ -and;awe. in iorder to -remain-relevant to.man’s life. In:so
doing, it sometimes opts for the use of unwholesome language, ' which
makes ong to. wonder if God ever, cared about verbal exchanges among

.9
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‘ .i..: whom He 1s said to have cre
NA.._..::. Tower of Babel. Neither
i . "
sough it also realizes Em need for
facihtated it through c

ated in Hig own |

) mage, especj
does science hel g pecially

P matters mych Even

‘people ‘inthe ‘world.” If: theologiansido ‘what 'théy-ipreach and scientists
express what they do 'with humility and altruism, the ioza.iam_mdﬁmo?
-a safer place as may.be inferred from the model proposed below. 1

2 _:'The Universe’" .

P

h) |

- ivEverything else!

AST L

~#in humanity- 7
: W EARY e (LIXBIN00 dnEi

g1 ren s1i eyrvs Ta
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persist; that only Jesus: and/or Mohammed'is/are the way, |

T ——— o

La "guage, Science ang Religion in the Service of Human ity

iL The BOan_.m::mHam the three mutual factors - Science, Religion
an m:mcmwa within Humanity to which they are expected to contribute

_w.. Humanity is itself placed in the Universe. such that

85

u makes man the

facts that could casily pass for fantasy. Nobody has
to Heaven and retuned with evidence of a Majestic
nnot successfully divert man’s attention to heaven
. he is hungry and angry. “Manna™ no longer falls, and
when it fell, not on, every part of the world. Knowing what to say, where
say it should matter in religion. It is dangerous to
f either is the
way; what happens:to the' other billions of people-in the world-who do not
believe in:them?:-Religion would:claim:that such others would go.to Hell,
which raises another: vital question: what would be God’s gan sending his
sorcalled: handiwork:; into ‘perdition? - If: religiont first tolerates ‘tself, it

would tolerate and accommodate other interests, including science

when. here on earth

- —-~That--science- knows - much- truth---about Humanity- - thro
perseverance, bravery;:and Systematicity. is not.
knowledge: does not represent all knowledge-po
to kriownabout-the-universe: Not- even-thé additional” werlds “they have.
been creating (Templeton, 2000) represent.all worlds possiblé around:
homosapiens;, It.would be. preposterous of theirsci

ugh,
in doubt., However, such
Ssible; there is much more

(2000), that scientists, should maintain “a . ,

inquisitive .5<nm:mum<n=n.mmr to find out w

hat is in the greater universe”
GLNS. By so doing, scientists would appreciate that while formal
science has made tremendoys progress in the quest to find absolute

comfort for mankind through empiricism, informal (native) science has

also thrived across the world and must not -be discarded as witcheraft.
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Name- calling would not help science and ~nn_=._o_omv>. ..;n ,_.n_:,_n_ﬁc:
suasion scems to have been imbibed in orthodox Sna,o_.z..u which now
recogmses (although with qualifications) traditional medicine (Adeoye,
2001: Oyewole 2001).

Concluding Remarks

Thus. language, science and religion are interrelated E.a m_z_uc_a
be made to promote one another. Language, being m.BQ,._:: m:a. 5?22“.5
tool, requires that science and religion relate with it cautiously, %a
humanity to be genuinely advanced by the :z.nm. rm:mcmmn. use. W
scientists and theologians could engender peace, but it .oocE also.instigate
war. There are greater reasons for science .m:n *.a_._m_oz to cn‘mw. mn%hmo
rather than war. with one another. A fter all, &:::: science, ﬂ:mnﬂ is w:o,”“
sort of religion), and inside religion, 920 is (to cnv._mo_oaoo (t omacmw:nm.
find solution to man’s multiplying problems); The ns,wm:n_:mm o_. mmn T,
in:ts drive to get toithe root of ﬁ.rn Soam.mmsa ‘the aom_,:s_ oES %.__M“ cw
making a seemingly: escapist’ interpretation - of the wor ,_,J_.M:am_ I
successfully’ ‘moderated : by _E.umcmmn.. _I.n:nn ._m:m:wmo_.. mo -
religion are three mutual ,wmnﬁoa in the service to r:S.mEQ.. - b

Sample Texts Investigated

N.m,.v. mo.m.aaoﬁ. m_.:movna.‘ D.R. (2000). M.Maaomﬁwov om MW.MMMW« WMVWNWMW%
hemistry. In.Hermann, R. J ; “eR .
Mﬁmﬁo M.ﬁ_.wﬁm«&. Philadelphia & London: .ﬂnBEoB:,.mo:,:mww_oa

Press. SV W ol
(b)-'Religion: iAdeniran, Y. ?.n_..v. The Master Key .,3 ﬁ.ﬁnx@m:oﬂm
.~ Freedom Digest. - - A. “ sum

o ; . : . ! 3 7 EF«

P
av Wy LoEa L]

R4 VIR

b

"Dopamu;-P.A. (2003). “Preface™: In: Dopamu, P. A & E.A.
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