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NIGERIAN SECONDARY SCHOOE™ =+ ey
THE ROLES OF WOMEN: ”
A CASE STUDY OF KWARA STAT

By
Miss Olufunmilayo Mowaiye

_ : . (ABSTRACT) - 5 h .
i Gender - nole steneotypes are an impontant part of the socializ
'nbéu:nog females. Females are said to be trained primarily for <
les of houswwife, home-maker and mother. modern times, <h
onception of the noles of women has been challenged by many men a
! gomen., In Nigeria, Government, through different forms cf p'nqpaga.nd
¥ as been twing to raise the awareness of the female folks. 1% 4is argu
¥ 3y many that a woman can be more than fust a hou{mﬁe, nememaker a
. nother; that she can'bemore thanwnt the "traditionalist" belcevers. (e..
% that she can be a mother, housewcfe and also a careen weman). This sl
ws therefore designed to find out Lf there has been any change in L
_oerception of the noles of women (moneso, because of the natiores
.onopagandd on women's. nole 4in the Nigerian™ society among the {emz
 Wigenians with secondary school gemale students in Kwara Siate
¥ Nigenian as case study. !

s . The nesults of the study showed that zhe secondary school fema
students still hofd on to the tnaditional perceplion of the xoles .
- women and it thus seems that efforts of government Lowards raising fema
_{ miareness of the positive rofes women can perform in the country need -
©Jbe dntensifded. ’ :
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INTRODUCTION

- Cender role stereotypes play an important role in the sccializaci:
; yrocess of females, More often than not, the socialization experience(:
’ ;)t ‘females are geared towards their future roles as mother and hom
. sakers. In fact, it has been argued by Russo (1976) that a woman, bei:
;lonethln.g else rather than being primarily a mother and wife, cannot !
¥ mderstood by many, even among females themselves. °-And, it has also de:
Y \rgued that gender role differentiation predates recorded histo
. Rothman,1978). -
* * In modern times, thingf do not seem to have drastically changed.
eveloping countries of the world, (of which Nigeria is one) the ro
. Xpectation held for women according to Adams and Bjork (19639) is scill
eplica of the old times. Nowever, during the past few years, =many =
od women alike, have increasingly challenged such conceptions of wemen
oles. This probably accounts for why the traditional gender roles £
'men are believed to be in a state of flux, especially in the develop
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