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ABSTRACT

Giving much worry to the concerned is the heavy blow which is being punched at
the economic stability of the Nigerian nation day in day out. While the general
categories of crime such as theft or stealing, armed robbery, murder or culpable
homicide etc. are still constituting their havoc in strong tones and overtones - same
not having abated, the special genre of economic and financial crimes, some of
which are often committed by public office holders, is identified with high flying
negative impacts on the viability of economy and development of all and sundry
in the society. The successive governments at the national level are of course not
doing a paid slip to the matter. There has been a plethora of legal and institutional
frameworks to checkmate the problem but all seem to offer no useful rescue from
the disturbing situation. However, steadfastness and firmness have rather been
viewed as what the judicial officers in the nation require to interpret the combating
legal provisions in the country to be able to combat the menace of economic and
financial crime with all stiffness same requires. Applying doctrinal approach of
legal writing to assess the performance rate of the judicial officers among the
products of Darul-Ulum Arabic school in Ilorin, Kwara State of Nigeria, it is found
that the religious-cum Islamic intellectual training which the school infuses in its
students-old and new-have been of tremendous impact on shaping the judges
among the school graduands to be firm and upright in fighting economic and
financial crimes through the instrumentality of their judicial pronouncements.
Some few selected judgements of these eminent Darul-Ulum trained judicial
officers shall be reported and analyzed in the writeup with a view to ascertaining
the intellectual make-up of the Judges in upholding the high demand of winning
anti-graft war. This writer shall thereafter recommend the same path for other
judges or would be judges in the country to follow in order to achieve heart
gladdening result in this regard.



INTRODUCTION

Traces of economic and financial crime continue to splash and radiate throughout the length
and breadth of the world including the Nigerian society. Some public office holders at the three
tiers of governance; local, state and federal are found constantly involved in this anomaly. Other
crops of individuals and groups are also not an exemption. This mess has often times resulted
into the country’s backwardness on factors and indices of development when compared to other

successful nations throughout the globe.

The frantic step of fuel subsidy removal, taken by the current President of Nigeria, Ashiwaju
Bola Ahmed Tinubu immediately upon his emergence is a pointer to his awareness of this
bedeviling problem, and a giant stride by him to attempt fixing the said problem by
checkmating the perpetrators of the economic mess in the sector. Aside this, everyone is a living
witness to the plethora of other measures here and there aimed at taming the tide of graft in the

country.

The impressive activism of some Nigerian Judicial officers in interpreting and implementing
some legal frameworks against economic and financial crimes while carrying out their
responsibilities as adjudicators is also a positive step in this struggle. This is more so that some
of the provisions of the said legal frameworks are known to share some features with the pro-

people policy of Islamic law on economic crime.

In this piece, the researcher has selected seven of those Nigerian judicial officers with the
mindset of throwing lights into their peculiarities and steadfastness which have stood them out
in upholding the path of truth and rectitude in their interpretative exploits while handling
economic and financial crime-related cases. To this extent, the writer has further selected three
out of the whole seven in this regard. Some case study judgements of the three so selected shall
later be reported and analyzed with a view to showcasing the merits and credits of the

judgments for the purpose of same serving as fountain of inspiration for other jurists.

It is instructive to note at this juncture that the entire seven judicial officers selected for this
academic purpose are products of Darul-Ulum Arabic and Islamic school, located in Ilorin,
Kwara State, Nigeria. The school is currently celebrating sixty years of existence as a
formidable citadel of learning. Restricting the lens of the work at hand so in the choice of these
seven jurists from the school is therefore born out of the penchant to felicitate with the school
in its festive mood. This is more so that the author has had cause to pass through this great

citadel of learning during his formative years.



On the schedule of work in this article further, conceptual framework of economic and financial
crimes shall be entertained alongside a description of the magnitude in the society. A discussion
on the historical foundation of the school and its sterling achievements shall then follow. What
comes after this is a voyage into the sketchy biographies of the three jurists out of the selected
seven from the school products. An overview of tripartite judgements of the said three jurists
shall then follow. The paper after all this shall come to conclusion wherein all vital points in

the body of the write-up shall be re-echoed in terseness.
Conceptual Framework

It is a general knowledge that the word ‘wealth’ (mal) is not restricted to money. Rather, it is
an elusive phraseology denoting all sort of things like land, chattel, possessions, values etc. It
also includes all other forms of property both physical and abstract.! On the basis of this
meaning, one can describe economic and financial crime as a negative step taken by an
individual or group either publicly or in the hide, having bearing on a property (mal) with the

aim of cheating out of it or perpetually appropriating it with no just cause.

In Nigeria, crimes are contained in two major codes for easy access and reference. They are
the Penal Code? and Criminal Code?® applicable respectively in the North and South. Pondering
over the contents of the two codes at close range, it will be discovered that all various ways of
toiling with other peoples’ belongings do relate with economic and financial crime in one way
or the other. To mention a few, Extortion, Stealing, Theft, False Testimony in Court for Material
Gain* and Obtaining Benefits Through False Pretence are some of the examples in this regard.
Other instances are Fraud, Official Corruption, Receiving Stolen Property, Misrepretation by
Company Owner or Auditor in order to Attract Customers,® Copyright Related Irregularities

and Public Servants Taking Gratifications for Official Acts.®

As earlier hinted, it is correct to submit that each of the variables mentioned above has intrinsic
feature of being captured under economic and financial crimes. The variables will even go

larger than this numeric if national legal frameworks on economic crimes are to be put into

! Arabic English Dictionary, Research and Studies Committee, Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, Bayrut — Lebanon
(2005, 2" edition) p. 765

2 Cap. 105, LFN, 2004.

3 Cap. 38, LFN, 2004.

* Economic and Financial Crimes Act, Cap. E1, LFN, 2004.

% Ibid

5 Ibid



consideration. These include Money Laundering Act,” Advance Fee Fraud,® Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) Act® and Independent Corrupt Practices and Other

Related Offences Commission (ICPC) Act.?
Magnitude of Finance Related Crimes:

Crime generally portrays turpitude, transgression or venting harm on others. Other
words/phrases which are synonymous with the above meanings include uncultured behavior,
omission to do the needful, going astray or deviation from the approved norm. Looking at it
further from deeper sense of reasoning, crime implies moving away from basic principles set
out to achieve overall security and peace in a given setting. Although, it is a platitude that one
would find it extremely difficult to come at a crime-free society in the complete sense of what
crime is. However, the fact of the increasing magnitude of crime day in day out in terrains like
Nigeria, without succumbing to solution measures, continues to be a source of worry to the

concerned.

While the above is a general descriptive feature of all crimes in the country, it interests the
writer of this paper to single out the genre of economic and financial crime as what the focus
of the literary piece at hand directly relates to. Without any fear of contradiction, the writer
submits that this specific and restrictive specie of crime is equally high and large in its volume
of perpetration. As said somewhere above, the continuous retrogressive and backward grouping
of the country among the comity of nations is a direct function of the implication of the high
magnitude of this economic and financial crime. The near zero rating of the country in the
aspect of actualization of socio-economic rights of the citizenry is another deep area of this
implication. Those at the helm of affairs at the local, state and federal political space are often
responsible for perpetrating this. Akin to this is the section of capital market viability which
has now been reduced to empty level with the investors’ confidence being eroded with

perfidious happenings almost on daily basis.!? Individuals entrusted with financial dealings

7 Cap. M18, LFN, 2004

8 Advance Fee Fraud and Other Related Offences Act, 2006.

% Cap. E1, LFN, 2004.

10 Cap. C31, LFN, 2004.

1 Hening J., Perspectives on Financial Crimes in Roman-Dutch Law: Bribery, Fraud and General Crime of Falsity
(Falsiteyt) www.emeraldinsight.com accessed on 4th March, 2021. See also Journal of Financial Crime,
(Emerald Group Publishing Limited, Vol. 16, No. 3, 2009), p. 302
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from the side of investors and those managing trading activities in a general sense are also not

completely graft-free.'?

Still in the list of the implications that can be added to the above are the usual uncultured
exceeding rate of currency exchange,'® movement of huge volume of money out of the country
through money laundering'* and oil bunkering!® among others. Looking at the truism in all
these, one would not tarry to agree with David Cameron'® when he described Nigeria as a

fantastically corrupt nation.'’

As the thrust of this paper centres around some graft-related judicial pronouncements of some
products of the Ilorin-based Arabic School (Darul-Ulum), it behooves the researcher to delve
into the mention of the names of the particular judicial officers with their sketchy profiles and
peculiarities at random. But just before doing this, the paper finds it pertinent to discuss the

establishment of the Arabic school itself.
Establishment of Darul-Ulum

The waves of British colonialism got to Ilorin, the present day capital city of Kwara State of
Nigeria in 1861.1® Having noticed the city upon settlement thereat as one of the stronghold
centres of Islam and Arabic education, the British thought of destabilizing both the pure religion
and its knowledge which they met on ground so as to have their way and entrench Christianity.
They thus established western missionary schools to achieve this. Consequently, the then
traditional Muslim scholars fought back conscientiously by dedicating more energy on
sustaining the existing pure Arabic and Islamic schools for the training of Muslim children
whom they instructed not to espouse the missionary schools. Some remarkable achievements
were recorded from these impressive efforts. However, the headway was not total'® until the

establishment of Darul-Ulum Arabic School in Tlorin, Kwara State in 1963.%°

12 |bid

13 bid

14 Ribadu N., Implication of Economic and Financial Crimes on the Nation’s Economy, being the text of a paper
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Before the school was established, the traditional Muslim scholars who put up frantic efforts at
different communities to fight the colonial masters by insisting on pure traditional Arabic
schooling included the Fulani progenitor of the Belgore family of Ilorin (Shaykh Muhammed
Belgore), Shaykh Muhammed Wazir Ibn Abdillahi Turkumami (of Bidda), Shaykh Ahmad Ibn
Abibakr Ikokoro (Fulani descent of Ilorin) and others.?! The frantic efforts of these scholars
couldn’t displace the sudden love of western education from the hearts of the indigenous
youngstars who had been deceived by the glittering accessories hung around the so-called

foreign education. As a result, only a very few of them remained on the Arabic lane.??

Of particular note in this regard were the efforts of Jum‘ah of the duo of Shaykh Jum‘ah
Muhammad Labib (Taj al adab) and Muhammad Kamaluddin Al-adaby (both of Ilorin descent).
They later followed the footprints of the tripartite traditional scholars mentioned above but they
surpassed them in the area of trailblazing the institutionalization of modern Arabic learning
system (Al-Ta‘alim al-Nizami).? For Taj al-Adab (the teacher of the latter), he was the actual
trail beazer up to a particular considerable level ahead of his student, Kamaluddin. He initiated
some new things such as allowing the use of books of instructions with photographs therein as
teaching aids, among others. But to his student belongs the credit of having a separate building
for teaching, making students sit on chairs and write on black boards?* in the process of
knowledge acquisition. These achievements notwithstanding, Muhammad Kamaluddin Al-
adaby too couldn’t complete it all in terms of monotonous requirement of modern standard
(Nizamiyyah) educational system. Subjects bordering on social (Ijtimaiyyah) and reasoning
(Fikriyyah) landscapes were not as at that time in the annals of what was being taught to the

knowledge seckers under the feet of the great Al-adaby.?®

This was the height of modern Arabic civilization in Ilorin till that enviable period when Allah,
the Most High raised Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilory, an eminent international scholar of
note, to complete the vacuum and perfect the areas left unperfected in the modern teaching of

Arabic and Islamic knowledge in this geographical area. Al-Ilory’s famous citadel of learning

21 Agaka Abdulhamid S., Ath-thagafah al-Arabiyyah fi Madinah llorin. The original form of this book was a project
work presented by the author, then as a B.A. student, to the Department of Arabic Language of Bayero
University, Kano long time ago. The present writer surely read the book wherein he found the information
being referenced, but he can’t lay his hand on the book now and this explains inability to supply the relevant
page. Anybody who has a copy of the work will come at the information upon careful and painstaking perusal.
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(Markaz), first established in Abeokuta in 1952, and later moved to Agege-Lagos in 1955,
continues to be an enduring legacy and an evidence of the proprietor being an ambassador
plenipotentiary in the field being discussed. These facts, no doubt, drew the attention of the 9™
Emir of Ilorin, Zulugarnay Aiyelabowo Gambari and virtually all notable Islamic scholars and
Imams of the town at the time to invite Al-Ilory and saddle him with the onerous responsibility
of seeing to the establishment and academic piloting of modern Arabic and Islamic school in
Ilorin,?® the like of his famous Markaz established earlier in time. This other one came into

being in Ilorin in June, 1963.%

The laudable opinion to establish the school came from the Emir (Zulgarnayu Gambari)?
whose role and contributions towards the success of the project were massive. The supporting
Imams around him on the assignment at the time were Imam Ahmad (Imam Fulani, the head
Imam), Imam Abdulhamid (Imam Imanle, father of Imam Abdullahi, the current occupant of
the post) and Imam Sahid (Imam Gambari) who died shortly before the foundational
completion of the school project. In his stead therefore was Imam Khidr (who succeeded the

latter on the position immediately).

The term ‘Imams’ (Aimmah) in the school name refers to those mentioned above?® while the
word ‘scholars’ (Ulama) in the same name relates to those scholars whom each of the three
Imams above appointed in turn to represent them (the Imams) in discharging their onerous
duties towards Darul-Ulum. Their busy nature owing to their official preoccupations as the
notable Imams of the town (Ilorin) necessitated the need for this representation. They are
Shaykhs; Muhammad Ghazali Al-Mukhtar, Ibrahim Gaafarta, Abdulkarim Agaka, Salihu
Abdulwahab Oloyin, Adam Husayn Idi-Adan and Alh. Ayinde.® All these respected
personalities of monumental impact in life, including the great Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilory, are
long gone to the great beyond. The author beseeches Allah in His infinite mercy to forgive their

shortcomings and admit them into paradise on the day of resurrection.(Aamin)

This is an historical account of establishment of Darul-Ulum. What follows is a discussion on

the products of the school among whom are the judicial officers some of whose judgements
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shall be selected for analysis for the bearing they have on combating economic and financial

crimes.
Jurists Among the Products of Darul-Ulum

At its inception, the school ran a pre-basic (Tamhidiyyah) and basic (I’idadiyyah) stages of
learning. The stages’ periods are three and four years respectively. This went on for over two
decades before the third academic stage of learning (Tawjihiyyah/Thanawiyyah) came on

board. This is post-basic stage of three academic years and it began precisely in 1986.

Products of Darul-Ulum upon graduation do venture into various fields of human endeavor.
Among them are those who progress in their learning trajectory up till the university level,
while others get actively engaged in proselytizing (Da‘wah) activities. There are also those

who venture into crafts, handworks and businesses and perform the arts admirably well.

The university group among them are many as they also include students of colleges of
education and polytechnics-both state, private and federal. Their various areas of discipline
include Arabic Language, Islamic Law, Islamic Studies, Common Law, Combined Law,
Engineering, Statistics, Medicine, Journalism, Information Technology, etc. Those in the line
of Arabic Language and associated disciplines among the early sets who have made it to
professorial and doctoral levels include; Professors AbdulBaqi Shuaib, Agaka, Hamzat
Abdulraheem, Ahmad Abdulsalam and Badmus Lanre Yusuf. Others are late Drs. Hamid
Ibrahim Olagunju and AbdulHamid Shuaib Agaka.

Among the products of the school who belong to the university group or similar institutions
are the seven five jurists whose specialization is in the area of Islamic law, combined law or
common law. They are sitting judicial officers occupying various judicial hierarchies in
Nigeria. Of course, they are more than seven from the products of the school; but this figure is
chosen for the limited space this academic treatise allows. The seven selected are: Hon. Justices
Ahmad Olarewaju Belgore, Salihu Olohuntoyin Muhammad, Abdulgadir Ola Muhammad,
Abdulrahim Ibrahim Oro-Ago, Sulayman Bolaji Belgore, Abdulhamid Yusuf Al-Malawy and
Adam Muhammad Olohuntoyin Salihu. To save space, the researcher shall delve into the
biographies of just three out of this figure. They are Hon. Justices Ahmad Olarewaju Belgore,
Sulayman Bolaji Belgore and Adam Muhammad O. Salihu. These same three are those whose

anti-graft related judgements shall later be analyzed before coming to conclusion in this paper.



Biography of Ahmad O. Belgore, JCA

He is a fine and well-seasoned jurist from Ilorin, the capital of Kwara State where he was born
in 1953. He is originally from Bunza in the present day Kebbi State of Nigeria, where his
progenitor, Shaykh Muhammad Belgore hailed from before migrating to Ilorin for Da‘awah

activities during the reign of the great Emir Aliyu (1868 — 1888).3!

Three things among others stand out Justice Ahmad Belgore among his peers. He is a jurist, an
expert in common and Islamic law and infact, a distinguished member of royal house. His
progenitor who left Bunza for Ilorin was a pious servant of Allah who was well versed in
Islamic law and later became Chief Alikali (Judge) in the indigenous Ilorin Islamic Court
setting. From this account, it would not be hard to conclude that Ahmad Belgore’s later
emergence as an Islamic scholar and fine jurist is a function of both hardwork and emulation
of family heritage. This is more so that Ahmad’s direct father, Alikali Yusuf Amuda, was also
a judicial officer nationally appointed as so at two different times in the Northern Shariah

Courts of Nigeria in 1948 and 1959.

On Ahmad’s affiliation to royal ancestry, this came firstly through his father’s mum, Maryam
Ayoka,* a grand-daughter of the 7% Emir of Ilorin, Shuaib Bawan Allah (1919 to 1959).%
Ahmad’s second royal relationship comes from the lineage of his precious mother, Alhaja
Aishah Ayoka (Iya Alaso). She was a direct daughter of Sahid Alao Omo Oloni, Daudu of Baala
in Kwara State who spent fifty years as Daudu (1937 to 1987).34 It is interesting to note that
this Daudu was a direct son of the same seventh emir of Ilorin, Shuaib Bawan Allah earlier

mentioned.

The mixture of royal blood with scholarship and eruditeness in Ahmad no doubt has positive
impact on his peculiar trait of steadfastness and justice upholding as a jurist, thereby finding it
convenient and pleasant to stand firmly for justice and fairness in all his judgements including
those that have affinity with economic and financial crimes, the area of focus in this write up.
This impressive peculiar trait seems to have cut across most of the Belgore family members on
judicial bench. Hon. Justice Salihu Modibbo Alfa Belfore, who is the current head (Magaji) of

the family and mentor of Ahmad, was also possibly notorious for this peculiarity throughout

31 Imam Hauwa Ph.D, Biography of Hon. Justice SMA, Belgore, 1st ed., Safari Books Ltd., Ibadan, 2009, p. 46
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his active judicial years which ended with his retirement till he retired from service on the 17th

day of January, 2007 as the Chief Justice of Nigeria.>®

Having done with the historical foundation above, the next is to venture into Ahmad’s trajectory
of educational pursuit. He started this with Quranic knowledge which he acquired under the
auspices of Shaykh Sahid the late Imam of Ajanaku Mosque.3® He thereafter got enrolled at the
Native Authority Senior Elementary Primary School, Baboko, Ilorin where he was between
1960 and 1967 during which he started attending Darul-Ulum Arabic school as a pupil. His
period of attendance at the Arabic school spanned from 1964 to 1967 when he graduated
therefrom at the school’s basic academic stage (I‘idadiyyah) alongside his classmates such as
late Dr. Hamid Ibrahim Olagunju of Ede and Dr. Isa Ahamad Karuma. Among other classmates
of Ahmad Belgore at the time are Imam Muritala Nuruddin Alaaya, Alh. Sahid Maimasa and
Alh. Yahya Isa.

At a much later time in life, Ahmad Belgore’s zeal for advanced knowledge pushed him to
undergo post basic stage of pure Arabic and Islamic learning at Birkama Islamic Institute at the
Republic of The Gambia between 2004 and 2005. Much earlier, young Ahmad Belgore enrolled
at the College of Arts and Islamic Studies, Sokoto, between June, 1968 and December, 1972
He graduated therefrom with Teacher’s Grade Two Certificate. Ahmad after this was admitted
at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria where he studied Law with specialization in Islamic law
between 1975 and 1978 alongside his mates such as Prof. Auwwalu Khamisu Yadudu. Ahmad
thereafter attended the then sole Lagos campus of the Nigerian Law School during the
1978/1979 session and was called to the Nigerian Bar as a solicitor and advocate of the

Supreme Court of Nigeria in July, 1979.

On his work experience, Ahmad’s first occupation was that of a teacher at Unguwar Rimi
Primary School between July and December, 1973. Upon becoming a lawyer much later, he
worked as a junior counsel in Majiyagbe Chambers, Kano, between 1980 and 1987. He later
opened his personal chambers which he ran in Kano from July 1987 to August, 1990 when he
was appointed to the Kwara State bench as High Court Judge. He served in this capacity for
many years during which he was seconded to the Republic of The Gambia. While there, Ahmad
sat at The Gambian Court of Appeal adjudicating on appellate causes until his return to Nigeria

in 2006 upon completion of the Judicial assignment thereat. Justice Ahmad was elevated to the
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Court of Appeal in his father land the same year he returned home. He was on this appellate

bench till he retired meritoriously on the 31st of March, 2023.

Justice Ahamd Olarewaju Belgore had cause by reason of transfer to work in different states of
the country such as Jos in Plateau State, Kaduna, Yola in Gongola State, Ekiti, Sokoto, Enugu
and Ilorin in Kwara State. In fact, his transfer to some of these states took place at two or three

different times.®’

At homestead, Hon. Justice Ahmad Belgore is happily married (two wives) with two children.
The first child, Muhammad Fatih Belgore is a practicing lawyer in Abuja after graduating from
the pure advanced Arabic and Islamic school (Darul-Hijrah) of Shaykh Adam Yahya
Abdulrahman in Kano. His younger brother, Abdulqadir Lamido is currently a law student at
Base University, Abuja. Aside the two biological sons, the jurist under reference has a manifold

of adopted sons and daughters being sponsored by him from the scratch to the lofty height.

Hon. Justice Ahmad Olarewaju Belgore is the first and current president of Darul-Ulum Alumni
Association worldwide. He assumed the position since formation of the Association about three
decades ago.®® May Allah, the Most High, grant Justice Ahmad Belgore longevity of life with
sound health and pure riches (Aamin). It is pertinent to say at this juncture that the reference
source relied upon in writing this piece is the biography sheets of the Hon. Justice under
reference which are attached to the programme of activities marking his retirement on 31st

March, 2023 at the Kwara State Banquet Hall, Ilorin.
Biograph of Justice Sulayman Bolaji Belgore

He was born on the 21st of July, 1963 to the Momolosho royal family of Ilorin, Kwara State.
His mother, Alhajah Aminah, was from the prestigious Belgore family of Ilorin, having being
fathered by Shaykh Ahmad Baale Belgore, eldest son of the three children of Shaykh Mahmud
Maji Belgore® and first grandson of Shaykh Muhammad Belgore, the Belgore progenitor who

migrated from Bunza to Ilorin.*°
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Young Sulayman Bolaji started learning the art of Quranic recitation under his maternal
grandfather, Ahmad Baale Belgore and later under Alfa Sasa within the neighborhood of Isale
Ajanaku, the second original home of the Belgores.*! He later completed this stage of learning
in his father house under Shaykh Kuranga, father to the earsthwhile Chief Medical Director
(CMD) of the University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital.*?

Boalji’s primary education took place at Baboko Primary School and later at the United
Primary school along the present day Unity Road in Ilorin. Sulayman Bolaji was enrolled at
Darul-Ulum Arabic school in 1966 at age three. As a toddler which he was at the time, his
senior at the school who was also relative of his mother (Ahmad Olarewaju Belgore) used to
lead him to and from the school then. During the course of the present researcher’s interview
with the Hon. Justice Sulayman Bolaji, names of Shaykh Abdulqadir Jamanodo, Prof.
Abdulbaqi Shuaib Agaka and the present Imam Imale of Ilorin (Shaykh Abdullahi
Abdulhamid) were given as some of the teachers of the Arabic school then who trained the

Hon. Justice under reference.

The secondary and University educations of the learned jurist (Sulayman Belgore) took place
at Offa Grammar School in Kwara State and Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria from 1974 to
1978 and from 1986 to 1989 respectively. Before he read Law at the University, he had earlier
undertaken a Diploma in Law at the same University between 1984 and 1985. He later attended

the Nigerian Law School in Lagos in the 1989/1990 academic session.

On his working experience, Sulayman Belgore started as a Magistrate in the Judiciary of the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja in 1991. He later rose to become a Judge of the High Court of
Justice, FCT, Abuja from 2007 till date (September, 2023).

Hon. Justice Sulayman Belgore has participated in a number of adjudication-related
conferences and symposia both within and outside Nigeria. He has been a member of many
election tribunals from 2003, moving for the purpose of the assignment from Sokoto to Abuja,
Kebbi, Anambra and Bayelsa. And from year 2018, he started participating in these tribunals
in his capacity as Chairman. He was once at Delta and EKkiti states in this capacity and now

(2023), he is in Gombe state on the same status.

41 The first original home of the Belgores in llorin was Ori-Okoo wherein the first Belgore (Muhammad) settled
upon his migration from Bunza.
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Hon. Justice Sulayman Bolaji Belgore is married with promising children-males and females.
It is important to note before concluding this article aside Justice Bolaji’s judicial assignments,
serious Da‘awah activities in the fold of Islam have always gotten deep space in his regular
itinerary. A clear evidence of the Hon. Justice’s deep involvement in this regard is his
formation, about thirty years ago, of the nationwide Islamic Brotherhood, a well spread Islamic
Association with branches in virtually all states in the western and some parts of the northern
Nigeria. The writer relies in writing this biography on the interview conducted with his lordship

while preparing this piece.
Biography of Magistrate Adam Muhammad Salihu

He is a biological son of retired Justice S.O. Muhammad, former Grand Qadi of the Kwara
State Shariah Court of Appeal, Ilorin. Magistrate Adam was born on 5th July, 1988 in Ilorin
and he had his Quranic education under the auspices of Shaykh Salihu Olarewaju Shuaib
(Imam of Dan Madami Mosque at the GRA, Ilorin).** He enrolled at Darul-Ulum Arabic
school, Ilorin in the 1996/1997 academic session and graduated therefrom upon completion of
the basic stage in 2008 with his certificate reading 3/12/2008 to be specific. His stay at the
school for this long spate of time could be explained by his simultaneous acquisition of both
western and Arabic knowledge. Another possible factor for this was his migration from Ilorin
to Bidda to acquire further western education thereat upon instruction of his dad, a fine jurist

and highly revered intellectual.

Magistrate Adam’s primary school held at IMAN Nursery and Primary School between 1992
and 1999. His secondary educations took place at the Government College, Bida, Niger State
and Unilorin Secondary School between 1999 and 2002 and between 2002 and 2006
respectively. He read Common and Islamic Law at the University of Ilorin where the writer
taught his class. He attended the Enugu campus of the Nigerian Law School in the 2011/2012

academic session. He thereafter bagged Masters in Islamic Law at the University of Ilorin.

On his work experience, his debut was an engagement as legal research assistant at Buhari and
Oguntoye Chambers at No. 170, Taiwo Road, Ilorin between 2009 and 2011. After this, he
worked under Justice Adewara and later under Barr. Dr. Biola Adimula in her Chambers — all
in Ilorin in 2012. Upon completing his National Youth Service year as State Counsel in the

Ministry of Justice of Sokoto State, Magistrate Adam returned to Ilorin where he was engaged
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as Legal Research Assistant, for the second time, at Buhari and Oguntoye Chambres. This
lagged from 2013 to 2014.

He was later appointed as Senior Registrar in the High Court of Kwara State in 2014 and
remained in this capacity till 2018 when he became a Magistrate in the Kwara State Judiciary
where he works till date (2023), getting elevation from one grade to another. Magistrate Adam
Muhammad Salihu has participated in a number of conferences and workshops and he is

happily married with lovely kids.
Addendum to the Tripartite Biographies

The biographies of the three selected judicial officers from the products of Darul-Ulum Arabic
school have been given as clearly shown above. Looking critically at the biographical contents
of the three personalities chosen, one would notice certain identical features cutting across the
three. These are the religious/intellectual origin, studentship status of Darul-Ulum and
reflection of Islamic law in the University education of the selected jurists. In the judgements
of each of the three judicial officers which shall soon be analyzed, their bias for taming the tide

of all types of economic and financial crime shall be observed with lucidity.

This research strongly feels that the kind of early religious and sound Islamic grooming, which
the jurists received while at Darul-Ulum, is a possible catalyst in them for clinching towards
firm righteousness and rectitude in this regard. Readers are informed to note sameness of this
sterling and impressive trait in the remaining four of the seven selected judicial officers among
the teeming, graduands from Darul-Ulum Arabic School, Ilorin. This therefore is one of the
merits of making wards pass through standard Arabic and Islamic school alongside acquisition

of western education.
Tripartite Case Study Judgements on Economic Crime Related Cases

In the preceding paragraphs, submissions were made on the variety of fields of study espoused
by graduands of Darul-Ulum. Arabic language, Islamic studies, Islamic law, Common law,
Medicine, Engineering etc. have been mentioned as some of these various fields of study. What
the paper at hand focuses on is those of them who become judicial officers upon receiving legal
training. The paper seeks to discuss the selected judgements of the three of them with a view
to revealing the positive impact of the givers of those judgements on anti-graft war. It is now

time to delve into the judgements one after another.



Case Study No. 1: Judgement by Ahmad Belgore JCA

This was a judgement of the Court of Appeal, Sokoto over an appeal against the judgement of
High Court of Kebbi State. At the Court of first instance, the accused, Muhammadu Kiruwa
was alleged of armed robbing one Mairin Alu of reasonable amount of money on 15th
December, 2000 in a village between Lafia and Tunger Gero in Suru Local Government, Kebbi
State. He was tried and found guilty as charged with the offence which has colouration of armed
stealing/robbery.* The accused was consequently condemned to death by the judgement of the

Kebbi State High Court which the Judge claimed was in line with the relevant law..*®

On appeal to the Court of Appeal, Sokoto, the presiding Justice, Hon. Justice Ahmad Olarewaju
Belgore, after considering the weight of evidence from the record of proceeding before him,
agreed with the court of first instance to the extent of establishing the guilt of the accused. His
lordship however deviated from the death sentence part of the earlier judgement. The appeal
judgement in Sokoto was delivered on 31st March, 2004 and same got the concurrence of two
other brother appeal justices on the same panel; Hon. Justice Tunde O. Durotoye and Hon.
Justice James S. Ariyibi.*® The reason for deviating from the death sentence, as adduced by the
appellate court, was absence of culpable homicide on the side of the accused, thereby lacking

the basis for such sentence as captured by S.221 of the Penal code.*’

The penalty imposed on the accused on appeal was rather a term of imprisonment for 15 years
with hard labour.® In the wordings of the Presiding Justice, such a punishment is thought
sufficient to deter the accused from repeating the offence in future. It is equally said to be
adequate in discouraging other members of the society from moving near the crime in particular
or similar one. Though the learned Hon. Justice Ahmad Belgore has retired (in 2023),
expectation is that succeeding judicial officers would find this judgement and many others in

the perspective worthy as good and useful fountain of emulation.
Case Study No. 2: Judgement by Justice Sulayman Bolaji Belgore

This was a judgement on a case of heavy fraud in Abuja in the mid 2022 by one Samson
Ejimiyerakpor a.k.a David Willson (age 19). Having reported the fraud at the Maitama Police

Station, a criminal charge upon due investigation, was preferred on the accused at the High

4 Ibid.
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47 Cap. 105, LFN, 2004.
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Court of Justice of the Federal Capital Territory (No. 10)*® at Maitaima, Abuja. The vacation
judge at the time, Hon. Justice Sulayman Bolaji Belgore, decided the case
(FCT/HC/CR/307/2/2022) on the strength of S.324 of the Penal Code. It was on the second of
August, 2022. Barristers O.0. Adeola and S.M. Damak were the prosecuting counsels while
E.O. Clement Esq. stood for the defendant.>

Though, doctrine of Plea Bargain®! was later invoked and entered into in the case at hand, his
lordship deserves commendation for striving to implement the full letters of the law in the
circumstances, thereby ensuring that the fraudulent youngster of 19 years, who toiled with huge
monetary possessions of the complainant, did not go unpunished in due form. The criminal was
asked to restitute the defrauded money with a fine of 8300,000.00. The Certified True Copy of
the Judgement made available to the researcher shows that the criminal should be imprisoned
for one year if found delaying redemption of the judgement tone and content beyond reasonable

time.52

Justice Sulayman Belgore who decided this case is indeed worthy of commendation in high
sounding tones and overtones. He has shown his worth in this regard by standing firm to fight
economic and financial crime on bench without fear or favour. The fact of age tenderness of
the accused, his being a first timer in the commission of such and his instant confession to the
allegation without wasting the precious time of the court-all couldn’t find any space in the mind
of the court to pardon the accused. In the same vein, the seemingly touching allocutus of the
defendant’s counsel and the fact that the accused has almost offset the fraud in question were
not allowed by the judge to persuade his thinking faculty. All this was in the name of ensuring
that inclination towards economic and financial crime is rubbished with good riddance in the
society. This stern approach in dealing with similar cases is highly recommended for other

judges to follow.
Case Study No. 3: Judgement by Magistrate Adam Muhammad Salihu

What sprang up this case was suspicion of three men (Michael Oladimeji, Abdulgani and Ajao)

of conspiracy to steal one pole of street light along Egbejila, Ilorin on the Sth of May, 2021.%

49 Certified True Copy of the Judgment at the FCT High Court in Maitama, p. 1
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The Members of the vigilante group the night patrol in the area caught glimpse of the three
from far cutting off the pole with Iron saw blade.>* Upon noticing human presence, the three
suspects ran off to avoid being apprehended. Luck however ran against them as one of them
was intercepted and through him, one other suspect was arrested, making the figure so arrested
as two. With this, the object stolen was collected back but despite this, the vigilante group
handed over the matter to the nearest police station from where the matter got instituted in the
court on the 15th of June, 2024. The Magistrate who decided the case was Adam Muhammad
Salihu, graduate of Darul-Ulum Arabic school. The case before him was that of Conspiracy to

Steal and Stealing contrary to ss.97 and 287 of the Penal Code.>®

Trial began on 21st September, 2024 and after the taking of the plea by the accused, the
prosecution indicated resolve to call upon four witnesses in order to establish the allegation
against the accused. However, only one witness (Mr. Felix Oluwaseun) who was eventually
called by the prosecution was the Investigating Police Officer (IPO) whose short testimony was
based on the statements written at the police station by complainants (Sulayman Aremu and
Abdulwahid Sulayman),®® members of the Vigilante Group. The Magistrate considered the sole
testimony as weak and irritating for being an hearsay evidence®’ which courts often reject. The
sole evidence (hearsay) was further punctured by inability of the prosecution to re-present the
said sole witness for cross-examination by the two defendants as the usual practice is.>® In this
circumstance, the Darul-Ulum trained Magistrate, Adam Salihu couldn’t do otherwise than to

set the accused free from the hook of an unproved allegation.

However, the Magistrate still deserves paeans and accolades despite arriving at this releasing
judgement in line with the application of the defendants’ counsel to strike out the case for want
of convincing evidence. This is in consonance with the provision of s.307 of the Criminal
Justice Regulation of Kwara State (2018).%° The Magistrate’s conduct throughout the case
handling deserves salutation as said earlier. His intermittent questions to the prosecution as
clear form the copy of the judgement were suggestive of his expectation of more witnesses to
be brought on board to strengthen the weak hear evidence of the sole witness. If more witnesses

had surfaced with strong overwhelming testimonies, the Magistrate’s verdict would definitely

54 Ibid.

55 Ibid.

56 bid., p. 12

57 Aguda T.A., The Law of Evidence, 5th ed., Spectrum Law Publishing (Spectrum Books Ltd), Ibadan, 2018, p. 11
58 Evidence Act, s. 241 (2), 2011

59 Kwara State Administration of Criminal Justice Law, 2018.



have gone the way of establishing the guilt of the accused as charged. This way, another blow
would have been vented on the spread of economic and financial crime in Nigeria. But even as
it is, the pro-active mindset of the Magistrate is appreciated and applaud a great deal. After all,

no judicial officer argues the case of a counsel for him/her.
Conclusion

From the foregoing, it is clear that crimes which connote expropriation of wealth or property
belonging to another in a fraudulent or unjustifiable manner is nothing but an aberration in any
civilized society. Conceptual clarifications on what economic and financial crimes portray and
magnitude of the crimes have been entertained alongside the discussion on many measures of

combating the crimes as prescribed by the anti-graft legal frameworks in the country.

The paper has discussed the need for firmness of judges in interpreting the provisions of the
anti-graft legal frameworks in a bid to make loopholes for escape from culpability difficult for
perpetrators. This is one of the sure ways to achieve success in the fight against economic and
financial crimes. Examples of the seven judicial officers from the products of Darul-Ulum
Arabic School in Ilorin, Kwara State are given with the names, profiles and peculiarities of
three out of them. The judicial efforts of each of the three through their interpretations have
been let loose. The adamant resolve of the three in making judicial pronouncements capable of
taming the tide of the crime is revealed and commended. The religious and Islamic foundational
training of the selected judges which they acquired during their early formative years has been
duly noted. This was when they were students at Darul-Ulum Arabic School, Ilorin, Kwara
State. The period has been captured in this treatise as the bedrock upon which their firm
judicial, interpretative traits are predicated. At the end, judges and justices at all hierarchies of
court are enjoined to find points of attraction and emulation in the attitude of the judges selected
for discussion and analysis of their judgements in this article. The author has been said to be a
product of Darul-Ulum Arabic School and the paper is written with a view to bringing out one

of the many areas of achievement of the school in shaping the bending tendencies of the society.



