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3 is New
SR atiarite ine their future. This
onalities, however great or small, to determi geria, which are___ : }

W-;%ggses a problem for most develo Jn%%!ée Nigeria - — : |
ing 1o forge a natFl)on 5%‘[?%?‘5 nalities. The f this for the na'tlont:
language programme are very devastating because each ethnic group, !N trying
re-assertits future uses the weapon of Language — no wonder the loads of pf°b|‘_3m5 -
that besiege Nigeria's language policy in Nigeria. Democracy emphas!zes L
participatory governance, which also has important implications for communication.
. Socially, the most important feature of modernity is the freedom of the
" individual to develop himself to the fullest extent, and the necessity for all citizens to
be gqual before the law. At the same time, a serious attempt is made to fashion a
national culture out of the diversified cultural groups, and the need therefore arises
forthat culture to be projected by a language.
.The modern state is largely governed by economic considerations. The
creation of wealth, according to Banjo (1995), is the goal of modern democracy; and
the.rough and ready yardstick by which development is measured is economic. The
na}nons in the top economic league are developed, the aspiring ones are poverty-
stricken. A nation is as developed as its economy allows. It costs money to develop
people individually and collectively, and it costs even more money to develop the
environment and the peoples’ culture through their language.
Also, education has to be put at the service of the development process,
making it possible for individual citizens to be as fully developed as possible,
improving skills and creating new knowledge. But it is also an important agency for
forging a common nationality. This may be a relatively easy task for monolingual

countries, but not so in multilingual ones, like Nigeria

Language Problem in Nigeria

The language problem in Nigeria is tied to the consequences of the
implantation of the English language in the country. The incidence of English and its
maintenance as an official language in Nigeria derives from colonial experience
under the British who administrated the pre-independent Nigeria with English, thus
institutionalizing it as the official language in the country till the present time.

One of the conflicts which have hindered unity and socio-cultural development

\
in Nigeria is language conflict. Language problem in Nigeria has to be understood |
from the backdrop of the numerous ethnics' languages, all of which are in !
competition for supremacy and survival. A constant source of language conflict in \
Nigeria is the relationship of the major to the non-major languages (Bamgbose,
1985). Apart from the demographic factors, the major languages were among the
first to be reduced to writing in the early or mid-19" century with substantial
vocabularies, primers, collected texts, and translations (Hair, 1967). '

Minority languages in Nigeria are often neglected. Their speakers seem to be
aware that their languages do not often function in gaining upward social m
Government's national language policies, in general, and minority |
development in particular, are viewed with suspicion. A
neglected minority language, there are usually political
from perceived educational infrastructural under
linguistic alienation and manip!
grounds (Webb, 1974). Lang
central element in language p
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teaching. It requires scientific training to applying the best that is known to the
teaching and learning of a second language Based on this, the language teacher in
the 21* century cannot ignore the results of linguistics (the scientific study of
language) the psychology of human learning, the age and education of the pupils, or
,the Personality and capacity of the individual students. A scientific approach to__
anguage teaching applies the best that is known-{o-€@ ' lass S
Slidents. When a_better wau g eacher

- Porates itinto his courses, just as a physician incorporates into his practice
- m: re effective ways of meeting each ailment as reported in medical literature.
professqr One to successfully perform professional duties, one must be
s f;'c.)_nally qualified. The language teacher must be educated, at least to the

OT s peers. He must have the following special qualifications in the field of the

foreign language he teaches ' !
The language teacher must know the target language well enough to be

L’:g‘i;edlby his students. The English language teacher for instance must be able to

- € language freely not only the significant sounds, syntactical constructions,
an geqeral vocapulary, but also many details of pronunciations and idiomatic
expressions of native speech and writing. The language teacher should devote a
great deal of effort to the achievement of this level and to maintain his proficiency

once achieved.
Also, it is not enough to speak a language, to be qualified to teach it. Even

_native speakers cannot model the language or guide the students unless he can
isolate and demonstrate its various elements. He must know the description of the
structure of the language. He must also know the linguistic facts of the language of
the students in order to understand the particular problems they will have in learning

the target language.
The student cannot go farinto the target language without facing differences in

cultural meanings because the meanings expressed in a language are largely
culturally determined. Therefore, the language teacher must understand the
intimate relation between a language and its culture. These involve knowledge o
specific facts concerning the culture and some understanding of the major p:
ofthought, beliefs, traditions, and values that account for the way the peop
behave and give significance to their accomplis_hments. L
Finally, this formidable set of qualiﬁcahqns "f.p'e, sents a standard that
language teachers must strive to fulfill. In this 21" century, hows
language teachers should strive to meet if not surpass the
Association of American (MLA) ~qual fication, which Ir
comprehension (2) Speaking (3) Reading (%),
Culture and (7) Profegsional prepara
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