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Abstract
This study mapped National Youth Service Corps Community Development Projects in Kwara State as well as discussed the relevance of the projects to the communities concerned. The descriptive research was adopted for the study. The paper has three objectives of the study.  The population for the study consists of male and female across the sixteen (16) Local Government Areas in Kwara State. A purposive sampling technique was employed to draw one hundred and sixty (160) respondents; ten in each of the Local Government. A pro forma was designed by the researcher and used as an instrument for collecting data from the National Youths Service Corps (NYSC) headquarters in Ilorin on the numbers of community development service (CDS) projects executed across the state from 2011-2015. Focus Group Discussion (FGD) conducted was conducted by the researcher with  five trained research assistants that were familiar with the interpretation of the content of the questions in the language of the immediate environment of the participants and as an instrument for data collection for the study. Information and data obtained from the NYSC Kwara State Headquarter and focus group discussions were presented in a tables, map, pie chart and graph. The findings of the study revealed that Community Development Projects were relevant to the needs of the various communities. Among other things the study recommended that the community members should be involved in the conception, planning and implementation of the projects to guarantee ownership of such projects by the communities.
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Introduction 
          Imhabekhai (2009) defines community development as conscious and organized efforts made by people of a particular community to identify their common problems, plan and execute the programmes and projects that provide solutions to the identified problems and improve their living standards, using their resources and where necessary, seeking and obtaining assistance from external individuals and organization. Anuna et al (2010) also defines community development as the process through which individuals living in a society actualize their potentials through knowledge, ideas and skills obtained over a long period of time.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Meanwhile, Anyanwu (1992) viewed community development from four premises which include; process, movement, method and progrramme. The author further stress that, community development as a process lays emphasis on oneness of life of a community, by which the people plan and act together for the satisfaction of their felt needs; community development as a movement denotes the process of changing position and place from the aspiration of the people themselves that their social improvement will come about. Community development as a method places emphasis on the way in which social change activities are carried out with the view to attaining the goals set out for such activities; while community development as a progrramme involves a directing force towards achievement of the desired goals for community improvement. From the cluster of these definitions above, community development epitomizes integrating people’s effort for attainment of desired goal. 
It has been observed that the speed of a nation’s development is directly related to the quality of its human resource. The Federal Government of Nigeria established the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) scheme by Decree 24, in 1973, during the then military administration of General Yakubu Gowon, with the goals to reconstruct, reconcile and rebuild damages and hostilities brought about by the civil war. The government sees the need and aspiration of youths in bringing even development to rural populace. Fajonyomi (2003) observed that, every country of the world heavily depend on the quality and quantity of its human resource. Therefore, the role of youth in community development and aspiration for nation building cannot be over emphasized. 
The Community Development Service (CDS) is one of the four (4) cardinal programmes of the NYSC Scheme. Since the establishment of the scheme, corps members have been initiating and executing joint or personal CDS projects in area of health, education, agriculture, economic empowerment, poverty alleviation, social services, basic rural infrastructure, communication and technology amongst others (NYSC, 2014). 
The active participation of corps members in community development service has contributed positively to the development of their host communities in Kwara State based on their felt-needs. The corps members are encouraged in addition to the group CDS to look out for areas where they could make individual impact in the community. It could be the in construction of projects such as building of toilets, incinerators, bridges, classrooms, games facilities for schools etc or social/educational projects such as establishment of ICT laboratory, school libraries, extra-mural classes, campaigns, charity work and vocational training for empowerment of unemployed youths.
Statement of the Problem
The government alone at any level cannot satisfy all of the needful desires of its citizens, especially in the areas of health, education, agriculture, economic empowerment, poverty alleviation, social services, basic rural infrastructure, communication and technology.  Mapping the relevance of corps members’ personal or joint community development projects in complement governments’ efforts in meeting the needs of their various host communities is the crux of this paper

Objectives of the Study
The objectives of the study were to:
1. Identify CDS projects executed by of National Youths Service Corps (NYSC) members in Kwara State;
2. Evaluate the distribution of the projects; and
3. Assess the relevance of the projects to the needs of the communities.
Methodology
         The descriptive qualitative and documentary research design was adopted for the study. The design is relevant because the focus of the study is on the relevance of Corps community development projects to the lives of people.  The population for the study consists of male and female across the sixteen (16) Local Government Areas in Kwara State. A purposive sampling technique was employed to draw one hundred and sixty (160) respondents; ten in each of the Local Government. A pro forma was designed by the researcher and used for collecting data from the National Youths Service Corps (NYSC) on the numbers of community development service (CDS) projects executed across the state from 2011-2015. The information was obtained based on the approval of the State Coordinator through a letter seeking for assistance and cooperation of the Agency. The information obtained was categorized in a tabular format. 
	Also, structured interview and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) were conducted by the researcher, with five trained research assistants (assistant moderators) that were familiar with the interpretation of the content of the questions in the language of the immediate environment of the participants. Ten (10) participants were selected in each of the sixteen (16) Local Government Areas in the State. The discussion focused on level of participation in projects, donation of money, donation of materials, relevance of the projects and identification/ownership of projects. Appropriate options are provided from which respondents are to choose, the options to these items were taken on four (4) point Likert scale type rating Very Relevant (VR), Relevant (R), Somehow Relevant (SHR) and Not Relevant (NR). The instruments were validated by experts in the fields of adult education, community development and test measurement. The reliability co-efficient of the instrument was carried out using test re-test technique and 0.89 was obtained which revealed that the instrument was reliable for the study. Information obtained from the NYSC Kwara State Headquarter and focus group discussions were presented in a table, graph, map and pie chart as a result of the study.

RESULTS
This study investigated the relevance of National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) community development projects mapping in Kwara State, Nigeria. For the purpose of this study the projects were classified as tangible and intangible projects carried out by corps members in their various host communities, distribution of which are reflected in tables 2, analysis of the relevance of the projects to the needs of the communities shown in 3 table while table 4 contains result of the Focus Group Discussion (FGD).

Answering of Objectives of the Study

Objectives 1: Identify CDS projects executed by of National Youths Service Corps 		           (NYSC) members in Kwara State.

The data collected from the National Youths Service Corps (NYSC) on the numbers of community development service (CDS) projects executed across the state from 2011-2015 through pro forma designed by the researcher was used to achieved this objectives. The result is shown in table 1 



Objectives 2: Evaluate the distribution of the projects


          Table 2: Analysis of average population, average projects per year and 	percentage of total project
	N/S
	LGA
	Total corps members deployed
	Total project per LGA
	Average
Project
Per year
	Average
Project per
corps members deployed


	1
	Asa
	788
	10
	2
	1.269036

	2
	Baruten
	867
	12
	2.4
	1.384083

	3
	Edu
	1108
	10
	2
	0.902527

	4
	Ekiti
	831
	9
	1.8
	1.083032

	5
	Ifelodun
	1522
	6
	1.2
	0.394218

	6
	Ilorin East
	1189
	8
	1.6
	0.672834

	7
	Ilorin South
	3941
	14
	2.8
	0.35524

	8
	Ilorin West
	2307
	19
	3.8
	0.82358

	9
	Irepodun
	1229
	12
	2.4
	0.976404

	10
	Isin
	692
	4
	0.8
	0.578035

	11
	Kaiama
	824
	13
	2.6
	1.57767

	12
	Moro
	967
	8
	1.6
	0.827301

	13
	Offa
	1212
	7
	1.4
	0.577558

	14
	Oke-Ero
	715
	15
	3
	2.097902

	15
	Oyun
	688
	6
	1.2
	0.872093

	16
	Patigi
	888
	14
	2.8
	1.576577

	17
	TOTAL
	19,768
	167
	33.4
	0.8448



Table 2: Revealed that there are sixteen (16) local government areas in Kwara State and grouped into three senatorial districts (South, Central and North), the state population was estimated to 2,365,363. Thus, 19,768 total corps member were deployed across the sixteen (16) local government areas from 2011-2015. Land Size Klm2 of 34,467.536. The corps member executed 167 as total projects within 5 years, total average population per LGA 68.62582. Total average project per year is 33.4; 
total average project per corps member deployed/posting was 118.37126 and percentage of total project 278.89%.









 

Figure1, shows that a total of 167 Community Development Service (CDS) projects
were executed by corps members in their various host communities in Kwara State from 2011-2015 as against 2,365,363 total population and land size of 34,467.536 klm2. That is at an average of 33.4 projects per year. Eight projects were classified as tangible project and illustrated on the map below.  
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Intangible project
The intangible projects/programmes were carried out on daily /weekly and monthly bases by corps members in their various host communities in Kwara State



Figure 3: From the analysis of the data in Figure 2, it could be deduced that over the years 7 projects were in existence across the sixteen LGA in Kwara State from 2011-2015 and classified as tangible projects in the study. The analysis revealed that more than half of the total numbers of corps member deployed / posted to Kwara State were involved or engaged in teaching.
Objectives 3: Assess the relevance of the projects to the needs of the communities

  Table 3: Analysis of Relevance of the projects to the needs of the communities
	S/N
	Project
	Opinions of the respondents
Frequency & Percentage (%)

	
	
	VR
	R
	SHR
	NR

	1
	Construction of Toilet
	127 (79.4%)
	21 (13.1%)
	12 (7.5%)
	 0 (0%)

	2
	Construction of  sign post
	51 (31.9%)
	86 (53.8%)
	23 (14.4%)
	0 (0%)

	3
	Construction & Renovation of Classrooms
	134 (83.8%)
	26 (16.3%)
	0 (%)
	0 (%)

	4
	Provision of Health care facilities
	97 (60.6%)
	63 (39.4%)
	0 (%)
	0 (%)

	5
	Provision of Instructional materials to schools
	160 (100%)
	0 (%)
	0 (%)
	0 (%)

	6
	Construction & Provision of Police sign post
	12 (7.5%)
	26 (16.3%)
	84 (52.5%)
	38(23.8%)

	7
	Drilling & Repairing boreholes
	89 (55.6%)
	63 (39.4%)
	8 (5%)
	0 (%)

	8
	Donation of ICT facilities
	19 (11.9%)
	98 (61.3%)
	39 (24.4%)
	4 (2.5%)


Table 4: Shows the responses of the respondents on the relevance of the projects to the needs of the communities and tangible projects were considered.

  Table 4: Analysis of Focus Group Discussion data
	S/N
	Areas of Discussion
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	Donation of time
	38
	23.75

	2
	Donation of money
	11
	6.88

	3
	Donation of materials
	15
	9.38

	4
	Relevance of Project
	62
	38.75

	5
	Identification/ownership of Projects
	34
	21.25

	6
	Total
	160
	(100)



Table 4: Shows that out of 160 participants sampled for focus group discussion, 38 (23.75%) devoted their time, 11(6.88%) participants donated money to support corps member in financing their projects, 15 (9.38%) donation of materials, 62 (38.75%) participants expressed their opinion on the relevance of project to their immediate communities and 34 (21.25%) participants felt that the communities owned the projects.
Discussion of Results and Implication
The results from the analysis of the above bar chart revealed that “provision of Instructional Materials to School” had the highest percentage of 45% indicating that the corps members deployed to Kwara State had played a vital role in facilitating teaching and learning in schools in their host communities. Moreso, that the importance of instructional materials in teaching-learning process can not be over emphasized. For example, the work of Ikerionwu (2000) refers to instructional materials as objects or devices which help the teacher to make learning meaningful to the learners. Also, Onyejemezi (1998) explained that instructional materials are resources or teaching materials which a teacher utilizes in the course of presenting a lesson in order to make the content of the lesson understandable to the learner. These views have been corroborated by Okobia (2011) that the purpose of instructional materials is to promote efficiency of education by improving the quality of teaching and learning. Incorporating these tools and materials present, support and reinforces teaching. 
Furthermore, “donation of ICT facilities” came second among the tangle project of corps members and stood at 23% on the bar chart. ICT resources made readily available to the communities would promote efficiency and provide the global solutions to the challenges of the information age especially in the communities. This finding agrees with that of Bloom and Campbell finding (2002) who expressed that technology and telecommunications sector has been experiencing significant boost of education and training in recent years, at the same time as the nature of the jobs in the sector has been changing rapidly. 
“Provision of health care facilities and health care delivery” had 20% on the bar chart and constitute 11% on the pie chart above. The corps members have participated as a major key player in the health sector of their host community in Kwara State through Community Development Service (CDS) projects in the  areas of Immunization, Drug dispensary, Blood Donation, Ingestion, HIV/AIDS awareness campaign, health care services among others.  This is also in accordance with assertion by Nigeria Millennium Development Goals (2010) finding that, access to primary health care needs to be improved by more investment in infrastructure, human resources, equipment and consumables, and better management. Implementation arrangements must target local needs, which vary hugely from community to community and state to state. Routine immunization is unsatisfactory but be rapidly improved by building on the successes of the near-eradication of polio. Thus, the contribution of the service in this direction is meaningful and very relevant.
The corps members have initiated the “construction and provision of police sign post” in their joint or personal CDS project, with the view of ensuring the security of life and properties and promote peaceful co-existence within the local communities. This finding conforms to Bakare in Samuel, (2012:135).It is widely accepted that community policing increases the perceptions of safety and decreases the fear of crime. Hence, literacy/teaching constitute 196% on the pie chart, this result indicates that corps members posted have contributed immensely in improving and promoting literacy level within their host communities in Kwara State. The effort of the NYSC members in this regard is highly commendable. More so, literacy has been associated with community development in its entire dimension (Fajonyomi, 2011). This finding is equally acknowledged in the National Policy on Education (NPE, 2004) with the statement that the quality of education cannot be greater than the quality of its teachers.
Over the years, corps members were trained and retrained populace of their host communities in various the skill acquisition training programme. Thus, the skill acquisition training had positive impact on both corps members and participants’ standard of living and socio-economic development.  This finding agrees with that of Omoruyi and Osunde (2004) which indicated that, vocational skills acquisition among clientele could ensure gainful self-employment and create more employment opportunities for other members of the society. Also, Job Advisory and Counseling Division (JACD, 2014) of the NYSC finding conform with the above authors revealed that, the concerned of NYSC is to sensitize corps member to job creation efforts, outside white collar jobs, through the instrumentality of entrepreneurship development.
Opinions of the participants (community members) sampled from the focus group discussion, revealed that, host communities play a vital role towards completion of NYSC community development projects, as they aware about the relevance of projects and felt that the communities owned the projects. Therefore, contributed immensely in the area of materials donation, financial support and devoted their time. This finding is in accordance with the work of Imhabekhai (2009) reported that, community development at all level involves the harmonization of human and material resources and usage of such resources for the achievement of project goals. These inputs (land, labour, time, money, materials, etc) are expected to be consumed in order to achieve selected outputs (market stalls, health care centre, school buildings, water boreholes, roads, electricity etc)
Conclusion and Recommendations
The paper focused on the distribution and relevance of National Youth Service Corps Community Development Project and the relevance in Kwara State. From the findings of this study, it can be deduced that Community Development Projects were relevant to the communities and as result had contributed to the well being of people. However, from the focus group discussion conducted, it appeared that the communities were not actively in the identification of projects/programmes being executed. To that extent, it is very important to ensure that project development is inclusive and participatory to ensure that the communities claim ownership of such project, especially for sustainability. 
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made:
· Community members should be participating in project planning and implementations to ensure success of the project and full ownership.
· Community based association and philanthropist should support in complementing effort of corps members in providing basic amenities.
· As a reciprocal and motivational strategy corps members whose projects are outstanding should be adequately rewarded. This effort will encourage others to do better.
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