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5 of the major sports that contribute to the economic and social development of a community
ﬁmw organization. However, this study examined impact of COVID-19 on the
sional football league in Nigeria. The objectives of this study were to: assess the

1 a postponement of league and pay cut of wages of players on the organization of

ﬂle descriptive research design of survey type was used. The population comprised all
MJ sports administrators. A stratified and purposive sampling technique was used to
s. Researcher-structured questionnaires were employed. The validity and reliability
nstrun was through test re-test method using Pearson Product Moment Correlation
: effic mof 0.85r was obtained. The administration of the instrument was done by the
- and researc h assistants. The data collected were analyzed using Pearson Product Moment

[ It of the findings revealed thar there was a significant relationship between a
e and pay cut of wages and organization of professional football league in Nigeria.
h‘la! the league management and NFF should meet with other stakeholders to
es on the resumption of the league in Nigeria.
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mber 2019, in Wuhan province of china, the

andemic broke oul in Dece
spheres of human endcavor

.,mn the same again with disruption in all

n considered a relative of a severe acute respiratory

of transfusion from animals to humans

20) The biggest sporting casualty this year is the 2020 summer
Tokyo. Japan that was earlier scheduled to hold from July 24 t0

en postponed till the next year 2021, due to the ravaging of the

andemic has bec
which has the possibility

Olympic games are the largest sports gathering in the world and it

. 1 -vnth millions of people In the world and billions of dollars ar¢

elevision rights (Stevens, & Prins 2020).
billion annually which

is generated from football competition across the globe. In

ail competitions including the league such as the CAF
qualifiers for men and

i-l'-ﬂ

| a ican cup of Nations, the 2022 world cup
ion cup all have been shifted to later dates this year Or

» to COVID-19 pandemic. Similarly, top European countries
League, English Premier League, German

e[ "-‘.q e

ia Serie A, French
are all on hold due to the ravaging effects of the COVID-19

2020)
eria professional league and National

by all standa:ds the biggest sporting event
o the outbreak of COVID-19lockdown (Sunday 2020) As a result

: -._-f-.“

actwmes in the country including the Nigeria Premier league
hy COVID-19. Also, most of the professional football clubs
m eyemg domestic glory of getting a continental ticket to

sports festival which 1s

in the country have all

1 prom m mgeria Premier league but their fates are
e . navirus pandemic for 2019/2020 season.

on of Kw: ra United football club that is stmgglmg to escape
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) the organizers of the (NPFL) announced the suspension of the Nigeria top flight

¢ country in a bid to comply with

1 further notice after its week 25 matches across th

overnments directive in linc with precautionary measures against i i

i the world, some league calendars are already
health workers to prevent the spread of COVID-19

been canceled due to protocol

s that were prescribed by the
e. curfews, and strict social distance rules were put in place

Organization, 2020) To safeguard the health of the

a '1ockdowns syndrom

.:.:.. plc safe (World Health
Gthers stakeholders that are involved in the organization and administration

sssional football league, the league management company had to announce

] ' ation/postponement of the league till further notice (www.goal.com 2020).

the global responsc has prompted the total shutdown of competitive sports at

Thls shutdown includes multiple postponements of mega-events such as
games, European champion league, a confederation of African Football

s, and other leagues in the world (Parnell, Widdop Bond & Wilsen, 2020).
he face of the COVID-19 pandemic professional footballers, both home and
e been taken limited pay cuts typically 20-50% of their salary due to the
?Bf their league. This is a result of the fact that football players are consistently
ugh to adapt to the situation without feeling it on their jobs and this has
eelub owners approached the governments for financial support to cover the
heir players and other staff (France 24, 2020).
gle bal outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in the closure of
_; lities to be used by the players/athletes to stop the spread of these contagious
he closure of gymnasiums and stadium have denied many people from
ng ﬁcﬂvely in their daily exercise outside their homes due to COVID-19. Under
ns many tend to be less physically active and lose of physical fitness of
- s. (Daniela et al 2020). However, lockdown may have hindered the
¥ otball leagues in Nigeria and beyond.
f the Problems
J al changes of sporting activities as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic
onement, and cancellation of various leagues across the world. For
t -’-“ players believe that the suspension or postponement of the league
barrier (o their career progression in football. The researchers observed
the COVID-19 pandemic, sports disruption, the government directives
f sports facilities have also hindered the team's training which has
K, 24
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ected the fitness level of all football players. The wages of the players were also placed
ay-cuts ration such that some club owner in the league and even the government
otball clubs has to pay these players on a percentage of 30 to 50% especially the
:_-.'f,s nal football clubs in the study arca while some clubs are even owning their
's salary for months. This among other rcasons spurred the researchers 1o

gate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the organization of professional
gague in Nigera.

] ing research hypotheses were formulated and tested for the study

There is no significant relationship between postponements of the league and the
organization of professional football clubs in Nigeria.

There is no significant relationship between the closure of sports facilities and the

yrganization of professional football leagues in Nigeria.

il
.
B

-a  is no significant relationship between pay cut of wages and organization of
j-.j:.' essional football league in Nigeria.

1 1 s of the Study

r ive of this study was specifically meant to:

Examine the impact of postponement of the league on the organization of

ional football clubs in Nigeria.

stigates the impact of the closure of sports facilities on the organization of
essional football leagues in Nigeria.

mine the impact of pay-cut wages on the organization of professional

10D
_5 research design of survey type was employed for the study. The
on the study comprised all sports administrators and players of both Kwara
ar :“ ubakar Bukola Saraki football clubs. Stratified and purposive sampling
ue ﬂ,, > used to select 100 respondents for the study. A stratified sampling
¢ _ to group the respondents into two strata of club managements and
| all players in the league. Purposively all the 20 sports management staff
| d football players for the 2019/2020 season of teams were sampled. Also,

* bers of the Football Association (FA) were purposively sampled. The

.
e *
[
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archer's structured questionnaire \Was used for the study. The mstrument  was
ted by three lecturers in (he Department of Human Kinetics Education, University
md the Director of Sports Kwara State Sports Council. The reliability of the
ent was cstablished through the test re: Hest method using Pearson Product
j';-:ff*f;_-T* lation (PPMC). A correlation coeflicient of 0.85 was obtained. The
( was administered by the researchers and four trained research assistants. The
“were analyzed using inferential statistics of Pearson Product Moment
MC) to test the formulated hypothesis set for the study at 0.05 alpha

' 1, DISCUSSION
s one: There is no significant relationship between a postponement of the

\ization of professional football clubs in Nigeria.

b Table 1
orrelation Analysis “r” of Postponement of the Iecague and Organization

5 -7' of Professional I'ootball Clubs.

Sl
o

WS ihn calculated r-value of 0. 505 and critical r-value of 0 .00 with 98
at ﬂ 05 alpha level. Smcc the mmtad r-value is nmter M the
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Table 2
f.mm Asalvais 1o Closure of Spors Facilities and Organization ‘
“t:f\‘mmwnal Pootball mue

. 2
.-'l'

oy . '.;: |

B '@ sn 2m

ad the calentated rvatue of 0002 against the critical evalue of 0.00

Beadom at 0 08 alpha level Since the caleulated evalue is greater than
| the null hypothesis that stated that there g no signiticant
S m dmm of sports facilities and the organization ol professional

15; sia was hereby rerected. This means that there was a significant
o | F@_ﬂd:-mw of sports facilities and the organization o professional

T ‘- There 18 1o sigmificant relationship between pay cut of wages
professional football league in Nigeria,

Table 3
Amm: St of Pay Cut of Wages and Omnhuﬁoh df
mmmu Football League,
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| ‘all leagues in the study area. This study supported the findings of Parnell, Widdop,
{ & Willson (2020) that stated that the total lockdown which includes the multiple

uch as the European ¢
other sporting event poses a threat on the

es the fitness level of

yonements of mega- -events S hampions league, a confederation

\an football competitions, and
all league across the globe and this also influenc

tmn of footb
d that around the world some

players. Similarly, www. goal.com (2020) stresse
endars are already been concluded such as the French league due to protocol

prescnbed by the Health workers to prevent the spread of the COVID-19

ﬁndmg from tested hypothesis twoO revealed that there was a significant
ure of sports facilities and the organization of professional
,,‘ lez gues in the study area. This result is in line with the views of Sunday (2020)
ssed that the closure of sports facilities around the world due to the COVID-19
hurl:s sports development in the last few weeks. This also hindered the training
fnﬂtball teams on daily basis and as such the suspension of the football league
lmked to the closure of sports facilities across the world. Also, Daniela et al
| ‘med that the closure of gymnasiums and stadium have denied many people

articipating actively in their daily exercise, also under this

p between the clos

'the players from p
ns which could also affect their fitness level.
ﬁndmg from tested hypothesis three indicated that there was a significant

hip between pay cut of wages and organization of professional football league 1n
sama This result buttresses the findings of France 24 (2020) who affirmed that
¢ of COVID-19Pandemic professional footballers both home and abroad have
hmﬂed pay cut typically 20-50% of their salary due to the suspension of their
15 1s as a result of the fact that football players are consistently wealthy enough
M ugly situation during lockdown without feeling in their purse. In the same
ombe (2020) concluded that in some cases, many of the non-paying staff has
aﬁd players were placed on pay cut wages on percentage while some club

b appmached the government for financial supports to pay wages of their
Eher staff in the clubs.
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re was a
Based on the findings of the study the researchers concluded that there

d the
significant relationship between a postponement of the football league an

Iganization of professional football clubs, there was also a significant relationship
| ._.:_ten the closure of sports facilities and the organization of professional football
ue and there was a significant relationship between pays cut of wages and
ganization of professional football league in Nigeria.

] :'
B

study, therefore, suggested that both the League Management Company (LMC)

Football I‘ederation (NFF) should meet with the presidential task force on
VID-19 set up by the federal government and brainstorms the modalities for the early
1 -{_,-_'__g'j- of the suspended football league. Also, periodic COVID-19 tests should be
a all players and sports administrators in the league likewise the COVID-19

-' should be observed such as the use of nose masks and the use of hand

h St be strictly adhered to. A!! matches should be played closed door.
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