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106 Evolving a Plausible Jurisprudence of Crime Control...

discrimination, ignorance, disease, and urban flight can inspire one great step
towards reducing/increasing crime rate.

After the presidential election of 1979 for instance, the main domestic
issues is crime. It was contended then that crime could be reduced by
strengthening the criminal justice system for instance street crimes, ghettoing
and thuggery. It is a general claim that the politician who violated the law were
no more dishonest than the other politician, but the fact that they had adopted a
holier than thou attitude undermined their law and order approach to crime
reduction and lessened the political impact of crime issue.

Attending to these is the witnessing of the setting up of various
commissions, for instance the National Advisory Committee on Criminal Justice
System to look into the underlying causes of crime and then propose ways to
eradicate those causes. The claimed that crime is a way of life that some people
consciously—choose, not-usually because they are seeking for bread for their
family, but because they are driven crazy for desire for stuff they will never be
able to afford. Further, that criminals commit crime because it is easy and not
difficult, and who believe for instance that they are entitled to what they steal.

Many governments are unable to provide information on the situation of
crime in the country. No proper data collection due to limited capacities and
resources of national authorities. The non-reliable information contributes to the
limited attention devoted to solving crime and safety problems. There is need to
establish a data based statistic on crimes; a bibliography on crime; crime
conventions and the need to monitor the activities of the criminal justice system
from different geographical and cultural backgrounds. The United Nation Office
on Drugs and Crime proposed activities to be developed to analyze and

disseminate data on crime;

a. This is to increase responses to institutional questionnaires on crime; the
programmes will follow the traditional approach of training and workshops,
and identifies needs for improvement of the quality of data, and
networking.

b.  Implementation of national crime survey. ) -

c. Compilation of data following a standard questionnaire and methodology
that can be implemented by any institution;

d. Funding to cover activities of anti-organized crime organization, for
instance the EFCC and the Nigerian judiciary.”

Equally, people are not willing to report known criminals or any U._m::m.a
attempt to commit a crime. This is so because the police community relationship
in Nigeria has broken down drastically. This may be due to the atmosphere of
mutual mistrust, mainly due to the attitude and tactics/antics of the men of the
police force. Largely, it may due to the -misconception and misunderstanding of

7. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime ‘Data for Africa’, available at
unodc/en/dfa.html of 28 jan 2007. p.3-7.
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the police force roles and limitations in combating and prevention of crimes. An
average Nigerian does not see the difference between an armed robber and
policeman. They perceived the police to be corrupt, unruly and unhelpful even
though there are many honorable men in the police force.® These attributes are
not far fetched, the Nigerian police since colonial days have been trained to loose
self-respect, self dignity, and self confidence. That was deliberate because the
colonial masters wanted them to feel inferior; that was why the white policemen
called themselves Superior Police Officers. The black policemen needed were just
men that could brutalize the indigenes into submission; the only requirement
then for entry into the force was the ability to brutalize; that was why the first
set of recruits into the force were basically “thugs”; they were not introduced
into the police science courses such as human relations, civil rights and liberties
of persons”®.

Crime and Criminal Justice System

Over the years, there are proposals aimed at reducing crime by means of
reforming the criminal justice system. These proposals deal essentially with the
kinds of behavior over which law should or should not have jurisdiction and with
the operation of the Police, the Courts, and the Prison. Some critics suggested
that the criminal justice system will be more effective if it gives up jurisdiction
over certain kind of behavior for instance those offences that are consensual
“victimless crime” and lack a complaining partner. The argument for this is
premised on the ideal that change in the principle of retribution requires that acts
that harm no one should not be punished more so the limited resources of the
criminal justice system should not be applied to conventional crimes only.

The judiciary as an institution in the administration of the criminal
justice system had several problems too, ranging from inadequate court rooms
and dilapidated, walls; few judges and magistrates to man increased number of
cases in court; judicial officers were and are still ill-equipped and poorly
remunerated; corruption became rampant particularly at the lower bench:
outdated law libraries; all these factors made the administration of justice very
alarming as little or no progress was made in dispensation of justice. Likewise,
the prosecutions, the police and the prisons services were extremely poorly
funded. Accused persons don't get brought to court regularly, witnesses and
complainants lost interest in their cases due to protracted adjournments; cases
got stalled and the accused persons were either released without detention or
kept endlessly awaiting trial'‘.

Another suggested reform of the criminal justice system often focuses on
how effective the Police can effectively combat crime, though there is little
evidence that the influence of the Police do have any effect on crime rate

¢, Akinnawo, H. Op. dit. p.2

°. Ibid.

10, Lagos-State Government, ‘Achievements of the Ministry of Justice’ available at
http://www.lagosstate.qgov.ng/ministry/justice/ 29" January 2007 1-3
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