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Abstract

This paper examines the pattern of crime

distribution in Ibadan metro olis of Oyo State Nigerla over a per
five years (1996-2000), The study focuses attention on 1 "

metropolis. Investigation was carried out In ten selecte

criminal activities leading to fearful living conditions of residents
d local government areas that were renowned as black-spots in th
ir hundred Household-heads on causes, Impacts and coping mech

INTRODUCTION

Fear of crime had attracted a prominent
degree of research interest in recent time since it

developed as a research focus in Nigeria. The
foundation of fear development as a research focus
includes the following. One, fear of crime sometimes
is much bigger problem than crime itself and this
makes it a worthwhile subject of investigation. Two,
since fear of crime is a sensitive issue rather than a
physical event, it may be more amendable to policy
initiatives. Policies to reduce crime in Nigeria mostly
in urban centers had varying levels of success.
Polcies enacted to reduce crime in the northern parts
of the country are more stabilized than in the
southwestern Nigeria including Ibadan
(Omisakin,1998).The reason is that policy changes
as political era changes with time in the country
(Ahmed, 2010). Three, it is the wrong persons who
exhibit the highest levels of fear in relation to their
average rates of victimization, Thus, those that are
likely to be victimized are young, male, drawn from
ethnic minorities, of lower socio-economic
background core areas of urban centers, However,
the fear of crime levels for males, the young and

those living in core areas of urban centers have
shown to be relatively low when compared
the levels of women and elderly persons-whi
less to be victims-are relatively high (Eva
Flecher, 2000).

The specific geographical contribution ¢
paper lies in the assessment of spatial and tre
crime distribution in Ibadan Metropolis of Oyo
Nigeria. In order to examine this, it is also nece
to assess the competing explanations on why p
fear crime unnecessarily, the levels of fear of
and the role of media in instilling more fear |
minds of people in order to increase their sal
Fear Syndrome of Crime

Maxfield (1984), in one of his studies of
in England and Wales, notes the distinction be
actual fear and what he refers to as ‘potential
the emotion experienced by someone
anticipates the possibility of risky situation,
anticipated (actual) fear is closer to what
people might think of as (potential) fear of

-(Maxfield,1984). Equally, in studying fear,

(1987) considers that ‘surveys usually measu
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e (s sense therefore, the
axporience that is not discrete
¢ Important. for unlike the
about crime Is not s much an

't or recurting sense of malaise’
t of recurtis

yrban Centers of Nigeria,

Times International of London
;mber 4:1985 that crime was
conters of Nigeria and lives were
\d that the nation was being
asecurity problem posed by
nt Nigerians, mostly politicians,
 lives were terminated through
s of assassinations. Information
vehicles became 2 daily feature

e report absolutely‘has neither

the situation has become more

tening. Not only is the incidence
1ing more rampant, but also the
crimes especially, kidnapping,
urder, assassination, arson, house
\g, computer seams, advanced
419 syndicate) and corruption
imes have become atrocious.
ordingly, Agbola (1997) said that,
y news of bolder and more
mes in the country. Lives and
5 longer safe, and both the rich
or the same fate. While the whole
helpless in the face of urban
observation and daily news reports
always indicate that, most crime
re by harassment. threatening or
;-quns or other minor weapons.
sons where die-hard criminals also
Jith the use of violence and heawy

swever. whatever the spatial or
tion ol érime. or to say, whatever
onsequences of crime perpetration
\e immediate reaction of people to
2 is fear, Fear according to Kaplan

Ahw
and Kaplan WM“""‘” (Ph 1)

danger, Fear incre

. —
N emotiona| response o

ases
Increases log of lives an\:;"h danger, which in e
Properties

of individy

als,

There s
NO gainsayin
take a risk, The o) Wga. Nigerians are (oo fearful to

Fea
by an individual: r;::;ibeir%ponded to differently
» 3ender, income level, age-wi
y age-wise,

residenti ion o

: b;n:::el:tcat.lor'\ or by the type of building and/

Baumer(lgaz;n;:hms. A.ccording to Hunter and

ol Talohis ,hearof crime is related to perception

Benn urNc.)od. condition. In Oyo State,

‘4 n .lsena, one cannot rule out that
ence and criminality stand as a huge threat to

. public safety. Criminality cause personal suffering

va i
et 2 sl
This Is-sherofibe n social and economic network.
(1996) observed thretasortzs Wh? ENCHRILIED
increased wo;ldwid: i utrh arl‘ VLS MR
which has latol in the last decade at a rate,
y surpassed that of urbanization.

.Globally, every five years, 60 percent-of city
inhabitants have been victims of one form of crime
f)r the othgr, creating a pervasive feeling of
insecurity. b oy
Methodology |

In order to examine further aspect of the fear
of crime and its relationsips with other spatial
charateristics, a survey of different p pulation was
conducted in eight locations in lb9£n metropolis
(see table 2 & 3). These locations- are renowned
for incessant crime waves as often reported by news
media, were the focusing attention of this
e selected areas have an estimated
7 million (Alemika, 2003). Out of
ered with

investigation Th

population of 1
which 400 respondents were administ
g both systematic and random

questionnaires usin
anfs were

ection strategies. The ¢hosen particip
to respond to fear of crime synd“rvome in lhgir
neighbourhoods, such as; the causes of crimes.
effects of crime on their social life and their coping
mechanisms among others. The level of risk taking

by the people of the study area-lbadan metropolis
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fear wndrome (OF Crime
¢

of Ovo State, were defined 1

Aved, Yioos

V differep ('nltm\ Abmsed, Yisnf Alapare (Ph |
of crimes commite (Oyo Slate Police

Command, 1996), (see

also taby)e 1),

Table 1. Category of Crime gy

mpr——— 0y 111 A Offenceg ns
Offences Apaingg Monn

T Y Oyo State Poliee ¢
; Offencey Y — T T i 'cf_(_Lfftl[lP?nL‘ o
PPersons |'l'n|wrly enees Apaingg Offences Againei
Lawfy) Authority Local Acts
Murder T Armed Robbey —— ,
Mo y 1B o Citency Noves | Fraie eres———
Manslaughter

Demang With menace Coining
Suicide T Thcﬂ/stcaling

Gambling
Grievous Harmy/ Wounding Burglary Preach of Public Peace [ Narcotic Offence
Assaull House Breaking Perjury Firearms Offence
- - e —
Child stealing False Pl‘etencc/Chcating Bribery and Corruption Township Offence
‘\‘\\ !
Rape I‘orgcryi Escape from Lawful Custod Prostitution
Kidnapping Receiving Stolen Googs Aberration i '
Unnatural Offence | Possession of Firearms

Liquor Offence

Dogs' Act Of fence

e | :

Slave dealing \W\ : -

Source: The Nigcﬁw\ =

Locations in the Crime Against mm:ﬂgaimt [ Crime Against TTomI
Metropolis Persons | Property 7 Lawful Acts Local Acts

Ibadan Central 110\1027\T - 55 1T
Ibadan North | _135\849\{72 ' 16 1042
Tbadan South-East 182 TG 84 19 . |93
Ibadan South-West 1213 3411 100 825 ' 5549
Lagelu 1943 3379 502 310‘ '. 6134
Idi-Ayunre 2182 3953 | 553 289 - 6977
Iyana-Offa 1741 4363 501 505 7110
do 27 3050 335 632 §794
Total 102.83 22681 2142 2621 377127

Table;2. lncidénce of Crime Rate Report in Oyo State, Nigeria 1996-2000
Source: Author's Survey (2010).
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ults of descriptive analysis of some
nsin Ibadan metropolis of Oyo State
3, Egbeda, Oluyole and Idi-Ayunre
_GAs, indicate the overall pattern of
us, Their residential locations, and
of crimes that are common in the
ity, as well as the pbpulation of
lved. The findings revealed some
ship between why residents of the
1the metropolis have perpetual fear
vincessant attacks in their residential
) most of them wanted to remain in
1s. Absolutely, upon all alternative
anisms proposed to them, they
' they would yemain in their present
ey further claimed that, most of them'
sidences and they are not ready to
other location with or without any
Comparatively. the phenomenon of
etto and overcrowding in Ibadan

Tother parts of the st

ate apparently
differc, 1 Crime

§ committed. As noted

":;f\l'la.<-

from the study, the internal parts of the city are
crime-hot Spots, though dominated by native-born
residents that live in the heart of the city. These
groups of individuals formed a lower class. Equally,
migrants from suburbs, rural areas and neighbouring
states reside in the peri-urban areas of the
metropolis. These groups constituted mostly
crimipals since most of them are jobless, unskilled,
manual workers and perpetual illiterates, Thus, these
social divisions of inhabitants of Ibadan metropolis
aggravate the pattern and distribution of criminals
of different categories in Oyo State in general, Thus,
the major outcomes formed the following discovery
as shown in Table 5 and in appendix 1.

Table 5. Residents who have been Victims of Attacks
and ready to Change Residence.

T T —
Scierees l~l:\|_;p,ul Vol I No 1
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l.ocation Victims | Victims Ready to Victims Not Ready
Change of Residence toChange of Residence

Ibadan Central* | 66 (16.5) 13 (9.4) 53 (20.2)

Ibadan North 52 (13) 10(72) 42 (16.0)

Ibacdan South-Eas| 45 (11.2]  9(65) 36 (13.7)

Ibadan South-Wed 53 (13.3) 39 (28.3) 14 (5.3)

1.agelu 40 (10) 27(19.6) 13 (4.9)
Idi-Ayunre 45 (11.2) 19 (13 8) 26 (9.9)
lyana-Olfa 50 (12.5) 10 (7.2) 40 (15.3)

Ido 123 19 " 38(14.5)

Total 400 138 262
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crime Agalnst Person in Thaq o0t Aot o

“" N' )

i",},{ﬂéli—
X
— el ) " (T8 R ——— x v
-llw.'l(l,‘,‘ﬂ.(-cm“'l 539 ¥ 75—\ X -
pndan North R X=X
Thadan South-Bast_ 1,34 e a——
[padan South-West | 4.28 W\_\” ‘-5“?4\““"-—;
lﬂgCII' 2.33 \W\\\ 0] ]
[1di-Ayunre 1.93 174 19—
Tyana-Offa I3~ 1254 -3.303
wile \ -
[Ido___—— 313 [-0.54 0.45
e 10,29
g= X Crime Against Person (CAP)
e —
6 X=367and S=1.86

x- % (10Z2=092,(2) Z=-3.19.3)Z=-1.15, (4)Z = 0.33 (5)Z=-0.72, (6) Z
1(5)Z=-0.72,(6) Z = - 0.94,

i —

s (NZ=-1.37,(8)Z=-0.29

Crime Against Property in Thadan Metropolis

Location g

— A2 X- X T
Jbadan Central 2.18 -1.96 3(2(4 X)
[badan North 3.98 -0.16 0,03
Man South-East | 6.35 291 488
[badan South-West | 3.78 -0.36 0.13

| Lagelu 4.92 0.78 0.61
[di-Ayunre 2.05 -2.09 -4.37
Iyana-Offa 7.69 3:55 12.60

Ido 2:17 -1.95 -3.80

Crime Against Property (CAPTY)
X =4,14and S =291

X—- X
6
x-x (1) Z=-067,(2) 2=-0053)2= 0.76, (4) Z = 012, (6) 2 = 0:2.68,6)

72,

S (7) Z = 122, (8)Z = -0.67

o

|
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%cnl Authority (CALA) in ThadanM Abd, Yol s Za koo
n"Metro
polis

i
|,ocnllon
/" X T T———
Tpadan Central 218 X: X |
Thadan North 3,98 :1.96 (X-X)’
[badan South-East_| 6.35 -0.16 -3684
Tbadan South-West | 3.78 LH ;{ 2
Lagelu 4 -0.36 32
[di-Ayunre 2.05 .00 0.6
I ana-Offa 7.69 3"55 437
1do 2.17 7105 12.60
; ~]-3.80
) 22 X° X Crime Against Lawful Authori
3 B uthority (CALA)
c X =2293and S=1381
zZ= x-'_' V (1)Z=;0.53, (2) Z=-0.89, (3)Z=-O 93, (4)Z _
L . 93,4) 2= -0.79, (5) Z =046, (6) Z =0+
(7 2= 335,(8)Z= -1.11
Crime Against Local Act (CALACT) in Ibadan Metropolis
P
Locgtion : -
R el X | X- X X\
' Ibadan Central 1.87 | -1.87 3( :)1(9-X)
iy Jbadan ‘North | ) S -1.83 -6.85 |
‘[ Toadan South “East | 1.26 248 T
an WCSt 1.69 -' -205 _420
| ' 2 93, 4.19 17.56
1di- Axunre 3.68 -0.06 -0.04
_ Ixana-Offa 2.05 -1.69 .2.85
| Ido. Sl 9.56 5.82 33.87
)2 Lo e i G Against Local Act (CALACT)
N TR ¥ = 3.74 and 5=199
7= xex (M= 004, (22 =092 7 =125 @®2=-103 5)2=211,(62
=-0.03, !
cotlagtih Y L= .0.85, (8) Z =293




