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Editorial Policy

Since its inception in 1980 al-Fikr Journal of Arabic and Islamic studies
has provided an international scholarly forum for critical engagements in
the twin disciplines of Arabic and Islamic Studies broadly defined. As is
evidenced in its title, the Journal welcomes well researched "Thoughts",
"Ideas" and "Viewpoints" on, among others, Arabic language, literature -
modern and pre-modern, Islamic law, jurisprudence, politics, sociology,
history, and culture. Al-Fikr will also accept contributions from scholars in
other disciplines within the humanities and the social-sciences particularly
where such articles or essays engage issues which have close relations to
Arabic and Islamic culture.

Notes to Contributotrs

Contributions to al-Fikr should be original works which have neither been
simultaneously submitted for publication elsewhere nor published
previously. The journal will consider articles for publication in Arabic and
English. Manuscripts should be submitted in final publishable form
including full transliteration for Arabic names and titles. Contributors
should refer to the Journal of Arabic Literature or Journal of Islamic
Studies for insights into the transliteration style which is acceptable to al-
Fikr. They should equally use Modern Language Association system in
referencing their articles. Authors will be required to supply camera-ready
copy of any Arabic texts to be included in their articles.

Articles submitted for publication in al-Fikr are subject to a process of peer
review, in accordance with standard academic practice. Such articles
should be typed doubled-spaced and on separate sheets with margins and
should not be less than 5000 words but not be more than 8000 words. The
articles should have a cover page on which the full name of the author or
authors, affiliation and email address are boldly printed. They should
equally contain an abstract of not more than 250 words. Such articles, in
triplicate, should be sent to: The Editor, al-Fikr, Department of Arabic and
Islamic Studies, University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria. Authors shall be
required to send camera ready copy of their articles after initial assessment
and review to Editorial Secretary via the following email address:
arabic_studies@ui.edu.ng

Subscriptions
Single copy costs 5,000 naira excluding postatge and handling.
Single copy costs 25 dollars including postatge and handling.
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Editorial Introduction

The Editorial Board is pleased to present Volume 36 (2024) of al-Fikr:
Journal of Arabic and Islamic Studies. This volume reflects the journal’s
interdisciplinary vision by bringing together studies in Islamic thought,
theology, law, Arabic literature, Qur’anic studies, and comparative culture, with
particular attention to African and Nigerian scholarly contexts.

The opening article, “Between the Aporetic and the Pragmatic: Re-
Reading Islam in Contemporary Africa,” offers a reflective engagement with
the intellectual and practical challenges facing Islam on the continent. Drawing
on leading critical voices, the paper examines the tension between textual ideals
and lived Muslim realities while projecting future possibilities for Islamic
thought in Africa.

In “Muslim Brotherhood Ideology and the Fate of Others,” the author
explores the question of non-Muslim salvation through the writings of Rashid
Rida, Yusuf al-Qaradawi, and Sayyid Qutb. The study highlights theological
diversity within modern Islamist thought and contributes to wider debates on
soteriology, inclusivism, and exclusivism in Islam.

The legal dimension of the volume is represented by “Justice for the
Injured,” a comparative inquiry into Islamic law and Nigerian common law
approaches to bodily injury. By analysing qisas, diyah, and arsh, the paper
argues that Islamic law offers a more comprehensive model of justice that
balances punishment and compensation, with potential lessons for legal
reform in Nigeria.

Several contributions address Arabic literary and cultural studies. The
article on Ibrahim al-Kanr’s Nazif al-Hajar examines the desert as a
metaphysical and ethical space, integrating ecological consciousness, spiritual
symbolism, and survival narratives within Arabic literature. This is
complemented by a comparative cultural study on ruqyah in Islamic and
Yoruba traditions, which highlights both shared discursive practices and
doctrinal distinctions, while affirming the centrality of tawhid in Islamic
healing.

Another literary contribution, “Emotional Expression in the Sufi Love
Poetry of Shaykh Muhammad al-Nasir Kabar,” advances Nigerian Arabic
literary criticism by analysing affective strategies in Sufi poetry, focusing on
divine love, prophetic praise, and devotion to saints within a largely neglected
poetic text.

Closely related is the study titled “Arabic Poetic Drama in the Heritage
of Nigerian Arabic Literature: Tahta al-Zill al-Mamdud as a Model,” which
examines poetic drama as an emerging genre in Nigerian Arabic literature. The
paper traces the historical development of Arabic poetic drama, situates its
Nigerian manifestations within modern Arabic literary traditions, and offers a
stylistic analysis of Tahta al-Zill al-Mamdud, thereby highlighting the growing
sophistication and diversification of Arabic hterary creativity in Nigeria in the
twenty-first century.



Page | vii

The volume concludes with a Qur’anic linguistic study, “The
Rhetorical Meanings of the Interrogative Hamzah in Surat al-Nisa’,” which
offers a detailed balaght analysis of interrogative structures and their semantic
functions. The paper demonstrates how interrogative hamzah serves rhetorical
purposes such as reproach, affirmation, and moral instruction within the
Qutr’anic discourse.

Overall, Volume 36 (2024) showcases the breadth and vitality of
contemporary scholarship in Arabic and Islamic Studies. The Editorial Board
hopes that the studies presented in this volume will stimulate further research,
deepen critical engagement, and promote sustained scholarly dialogue across
disciplines and cultural contexts.

The Editorial Board
Al-Fikr: Journal of Arabic and Islamic Studies
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