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Abstract

This study based largely in Kwara State, Nigeria and utilized data collected using m
technique so as effectively select 200 respondents. Further, descriptive and inferential
to analyse the datasets. Subsequently, it has been observed that hunters were youthful wit
38years, majority (84.0%) of the respondents fell below 51years of age; an average mon
income of N21,265.00 and had a fairly large household size (seven persons/househo
from bushmeat was N4,838.00 per month during the hunting season, wildlife hun
11.38% of the total annual income; hunters’ marital status (p<0.05) and educationa
significant positive influence on proceeds from bushmeat. The study conclude
participating in hunting to meet their income needs and recommended functional agro-ft
strategies to change the mind-set of the rural hunters towards sustainable hunting.

Introduction
Hunting is the act of following, pursuing or chasmg wild animals by a

_ capture or killing in the forest. The wild animal meat is often called busl
Africa, where forest is called bush and the animal from the bush is called bush
2006). In most of the rural communities of Nigen‘a, bushmeat hunting i

. activity by people of different socio-economic strata in the society as a means

fitness, acquiring metaphysncal power, protein supplement, establishi

cultural attachment, and income generation. The fact that majori
essentially poor in term of resources have probably made them to rel
cheap protein source and for income. This situation had trigge d unre
constmlte a major threat to the survival Qf wil species, the




observed in a study on wildlife hunting in Gabon that, less than 1% of men’s time durings
period of the study was spent in paid employment and as a result, 74% of village meng

because ofher professionals including civil servants, artisans
are now actively involved in hunting expedition.

Bushmeat currently, provide up to 80 percent of the protein and fat needs in the rura
(Centre for International Forestry Research-CIFOR, 2008). The meat is not only consumg
rural dwellers as the only cheap or affordable animal protein, urban elites consider it
“special-meat” and pay heavily in the city restaurants to eat the meat, usually in
“pepper-soup” or in take-away packs. Bushmeat sales under these conditions may someti

three times higher than the price of domestic meat substitutes (Bowen-Jones et al, 2003;
and Carpenter, 1999).

cconomy. CIFOR (2008) reported tha
estimated value of $3.9 billion while (D
belongs) have estimates ranging from $
still largely ignored in official trade and

avies, 2002) West and Central Africa (where Nig.f".
42 million to $205 million a year. These statisticst
national policies regulating forest policy.

Materials and Methods of Study

This study was carried out in Kwara State, Nigeria. The state is ge“-'gfaophicany locatl
between latitude 7°20" and 11°05' North of the equator longitude 2° 5' and 6° 45' East of i
prime meridian (Ogunlade, et al, 2009). The rainfall is between 1000-1500mm while t

average temperatures range from 30° Celsius. The dry season runs through the months (

36 1



& ‘%ushmeat hunters in the 4
techniques were employed in the selectlon
Government Areas (Kaima and Ekiti) from the
was carried out in order to allow for effective cov rag

State. Random sampling techmque was used to select f
selected LGAs. The selected communities were Kemanji
hunters in each of the communities were identified and each
their respective communities giving a total sample size of t

Results and Discussion

Socio-economic characteristics of bushmeat hun
Table 1: Socioeconomic characteristics of responde

Age groupings
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of 20 - 30, 26.5% were within 3

According to table 1, thirty three percent of the respondents were w

| 0, -40 while 24.5% were found to fal
The remaining 16.0% had age brackets of 51-60 (8.5%), 61-70 (6.0
respectively. The average age of bushmeat hunters in the study are

implication gf this is that people tend to withdraw from active hunting as t
less productive, leaving

the younger population to continue with the trade
showed that majority ( 68.5%) of the respondents were married while the remainin,
either single (20.0%), divorced (10.0%) or widowed (1.5%). Early mar._r—_i’age_:f-wgg
common among the respondents in the study area. The additional responsibility
individuals by marriage may encourage respondents to participate in bushmeat h
may serve as a safety net. The table further showed that a large chunk
respondents had 7-12 household size, 44.5% had a family size of 1-6 while the ho
of the rest few 6.0% ranged between 13-18 and > 19 respectively. The fairly large
size (7.4) observed may be accounted for by the fact that Muslims who constituted
half (54.0%) of the respondents are spiritually allowed to practice polygamy. The
further that majority (60.5%) had less than Nigerian minimum educational qualif
junior secondary school certificate), 28.5% had secondary school certificate while t
11.0% had one form of tertiary education certificate or the other. Further ana
showed that more than half (57.5%) of the respondents had 1-20 years of h
while the rest 38.0%, 4.0% and 0.5% of them had 21-40, 41-60 and >61
experience respectively. It could therefore be inferred that level of educatior
hunting experience among respondents are inversely related, thus, re
hunting experience are more likely to have less educational attainment and

=)

also showed that majority (63.0%) of the respondents spent 6-9 h
20.5% of them hunted for 10-13 hours/day while the rest
13hours/hunting day. The mean hunting time among the respond

stood at 7.2 hours. This implies that, respondents who partici

------------



Animals hunted in the study area




o
e

NB: Multiple Responses :
Source: Field Survey, 20]]

- 'I‘abl_e 2 sizowed that 20.6% of the respondents mostly kil
animals including Gorilla (6.8%), Crocodile (5.0%), Kaugar K1l
Eagle (2.0%) in the course ‘ '

of hunting while 18.6% of them

Porcupines (35.8%), Cane-rat (31.8%), Guinea-fowl (20.5%),
(10.0%), Deer (8.8%), Giant-rat (7.5%), Cobra (5.8%), Buffalo
showed that the most frequently hunted species are those that
for consumption and species believed t

o be highly proli
(e.g porcupine, cane-rat and antelopes) while wild

Chimpanzee and Gorrila) may not attract much o
endangered or threatened species but due t
supported by the studies carried out by Abe
(2010) in which it was found that rare and -
usually represent a very small proporti
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Proceeds from Bushmeat to Hunters’ j mcornie B

Table 3: Cross-tabulation of respondents’ average .

Average Average monthly proceeds from bush
monthly
income (N) 0-5,000 5001-  10,001-

10,000 15,000 20,,
5,000-10,000  "27(14.0) 42.0) 0(0.0) (0.0)
10,001-15,000  36(18.0) 8(4.0) 2(1.0) ~ 3‘_(1-:55" '
15,001-20,000  33(16.5)  10(0)  10.5)  0(0.0)

20,001-25000  14(7.0) s 528 000
25,001-30,000  11(5.5) 7(3.5) 63.0)  00.0)
30,001-35,000  6(3.0) 200 105 00.0)
> N35,001 7(3.5) 2000 105 0(0.0)
Total . 15-5‘(6.7 S _iz(i'i n a0 30

Source: Field Survey, 2011
Thus, Mean Annual Income = NZ] 265 X 12 }_{255- 8'

c0ntrlbutlon of prooeed ﬁ‘om bushrneat to res
~ 11.38% (which represents 1/10" of respondent’s ann




board. For example, the respondents within the lowest average
090 - N10, 000 and 10, 001 - 15,000) who constituted 42
higher proceeds (returns) from bushmeat than those with
income. This may mean that low income earners do .engag
up with the shortfalls in the income from other 'occupati:ou'a
monthly per capital income of the respondents was N21, 265.00
monthly Proceeds from bushmeat among respondents averaged at |

of the table showed that on annual basis, proceed from bushme
income of a typical hunter and this represents about 1/10™ of :
scenario simply implies that the hunting population in the study are
poverty line of one person per $1.25 per day as benchmarked by the !
given a mean household size of seven persons among the re
income level of the wildlife

hunters may encourage aggre
contribute significantly to their income.

Table 4: Cross tabulation of res__ponden_ts
proceeds on average monthly income

* occupation and f

| Primary

Percentage contributi
occupation 5 c

020




monthly income from bushmeat while 18.5%,
41-60%, 61-80%

and 81-100% respectively of
implies that

respondents who indicated farmj
likely to be

more dependent on income from bushi
concentrate more of their attention on wildlife hunti

Hypothesis of the Study

Percentage contribution of proceeds from bushmeat t res
significant influence on their socioeconomic characterlst: :

Table 5 showed the result of Tobit regressnon
percentage contribution of bushmeat proceeds to re:
selected variables were age, mar:tai

cducatlonal status hun_" g
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