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Abstract

Western Sahara or Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) is the only
country under colonialism in Africa. Worrisomely, failure to achieve
decolonisation of the country can be linked to the activities of her North Africa
neighbour, Morocco, backed by some western governments. Although, the
international community, regional, sub-regional and global organisations,
particularly the United Nations Organisation has intervened to liberate the
SADR, much success has not been recorded. In the light of the aforementioned,
the paper examines the Western Saharan Question and international responses,
including Nigeria being a regional power vis d viz her erstwhile roles in the
decolonisation of Africa---a feat which earned her the ‘big brother’ and ‘giant
of Africa’ status on the continent. The paper concluded that the liberation of the
colony has taken so long because of the interests of foreign powers, the
declining powers and complicated principles of the Organisation of Africa Unity
(OAU) now Africa Union (AU), the politicisation of self-determination by the
western powers among other considerations. Recommendations were made
based on ways to liberate Africa’s last colony, Western Sahara.

Keywords: POLISARIO, Western Sahara (SADR), Self-Determination,
Decolonisation, Morocco.

" An ecarlier version of this paper was presented at the Western Saharan Question
Conference organised by the Academic Staff Union of Universities (ASUU_). 2-4 I‘unc.
2015. We are grateful to the panelists for their valuable comments on that earlier version.
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Nigeria colonial history (Barau, "”'-"?['p.lf‘tfi-‘m. Sien -
p.57) shaped her conversations with (e Outside wopjq, es H:'!';'-"H
stance towards the decolonization of the CONtineny With t:”"' "
physiognomies and potentials, she wag g POWEr to recken With, nf,
in- Africa, but in world politics, patticularly, in the dccnlnnm;,'
some African countries (Akadiri, 2003 p-545). She also Sesee.
regional economic and political wherewitha| Within (he ‘COnon;;‘?
Community of West Africa States (ECOWAS) Sub-region and th:
continent as a resut of her human and physical resources (Siolhm, 2000
Presently with a Population of about 200 million, she js Africa’s m
populous country,

However, while a lot was achieved in the decolonisation of he
continent in her hey days, much progress has not been mage into (e
decolonisation of Africa’s last colony---Western Sahara, An entity that
has continued o Struggle for self-determination under an African poye,
bloc, Morocco. Presently, Morocco occupies 80 percent of Wester
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rights (Besenyo 2017). Since the European and fort?lgn powers haye
interest in Western Sahara. Most states in Africa especmlly the Supposed
big brother, Nigeria have also been found culpable of looking aside,

determination surrounding Western Sahara, specifically, lnterqational
responses, including Nigeria, the erstwhile ‘Big Brpther’ of A.frlca. To
begin with, the central issue of self-determination will be ex.ammed.. The
History of the problem of the Western Sahara as wgll as mternat:qnal
interventions wil| also be reviewed. Finally, contention that has risen
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Self -determinntion: Meaning and lssues
In the history of modern Africa, Self-determination has heer of
special significance. Self-determination fg (he principle by virtue of
which a people freely determine their political status and freely pursoe
their economice, social and cultural development. Self-determination i in
essence the right of sell-government (Blay, 1985: p. 147). Thus,
Amankwah (1998) stated that self-determination is synonymous with
freedom and therefore of universal application, That is, it enjoys
international recognition. The United Nations (UN) Resolution 2625
states that:
Every state has the duty to promote, through joint and
scparate action, realisation of the principle of equal
rights and self-determination of peoples in accordance
with the provisions of the Charter and to render
assistance to the United Nations in carrying out the
responsibilities entrusted to it by the Charter regarding
the implementation of the principle, in order ... to bring a
speedy end to colonialism, having regard to the freely
expressed will of the people concerned (UNGA, 1970).

From the above, self-determination leading to secession is only
conceivable within the decolonisation paradigm. Thus, a group can seek
for self-determination in so far as the group is a colonized, oppressed and
its colonial government did not adequately represent its interests (Sterio
2018). For example, the Supreme Court of Canada held in the Quebec
question that all people are entitled to self-determination, as long as such
people are subjected to conquest, colonization, and perhaps oppression
(Carley 1996; Leslie 1999). Hence, once a group satisfy the above, then
it must be tested by its popularity or majority acceptance through the
supervision of the UN. Little wonder, the UN has supervised several act
of self-determination of people through plebiscite, referendum, or
election- particularly where the act will determine a change of the status
of the people concerned (Amankwah 1998: p. 119).
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states that: L :
Sclf-determinition centres on the free will of 4 People

who are legally as well as politically entitled decid,
their destiny. This free will could express g .
constituting ~ an  independent  state (Politicy,
independence); joining another state- (union): &
autonomy within a state (cultural Independencg)
Secession is generally interpreted as splitting from 4,
existing state. It involves separation of a part of that state
from the rest of its territory, leading to politjcy
withdrawal of a region from the original state, While
self-determination is seen in positive terms, secessiop s
frequently perceived negatively (2012: p.2).

It is clear that most states do not want to experience or allow for
secession; even in cases where there has been approval frop
international community. Notably, one of the reasons for such is often as
a result of internal or international politics. Be that as it may, these issues
affect the successes or failures of the implementation of self-
determination.

While sub-regional and regional powers could make huge
impacts on self-determination, the influence of the international
community, particularly the Western powers tend to be assertive.
However, that of the two major powers, the United States of America
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(USA) and Russia remain the mod influcmtial Yet. they are husth

unpredictable when 1t comes to the 1ssne of self determmation, eoper lly
in Africa. For instance, while the US pnontuzes e imterests when the
issue of self-determination anscs, that of the Soviet Union mac une lear
on the Western Sahara (Zoubir, 1987). As Pomerance (1976) stpued. the
politicization of issues by the two powers continue to pose dilemma for
US lawmakers during the cold war and afiermath. For example, ths
played out during the Crimecan question; where Russia and the US had
contrary opinion over Cnmea’s referendum (Simpson 2014).

Similarly, the European Union (EU) is not left out of the alliance
with Morocco as a result of some strategic alliances. Hence, Europe’s
strategic location---which is directly above the sub-Saharan region on the
western comer of Africa. the Maghreb, and across from Spanish shores,
links the passage of one of the most important gas and oil pipelines
feeding Europe (Dawson 2009:5; Labac 2016:10).

For Africa’s regional organisation, such as the Organisation of
Africa Unity (now known as the (African Union), the challenges of the
cold war and international politics has also affected its mandates. For
example, the then OAU under the right of sclf-determination supported
liberation movements in Guinea-Bissau, Angola and Mozambique;
though it denounced that of Biafra, southem Sudan, Chad and Ertrea
(Kamanu, 1974), and lately, Northern Cameroon, when they all met most
of the conditions for self-determination, which are: they were under
oppression and not adequately represented by the government. From the
above analysis, it appears that, while the OAU was enamored by
contradictions between African support for sclf-determination under
colonialism and opposition to the application of same principle in a post-
colonial settings; the Western or Eastern powers have their divergent
interests in nations—chiefly their resources. Thus, White (2014) argued
that natural resources has been underpinned as a significant factor in the
conflict over time, with resource-related developments lending

legitimacy to each party in different ways. But, is this the case of
Western Sahara?
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History nnd Orlpins of the Western Saharn Questioy
Crhe Paropeans artived tothe: Canary Igland, first i, I
' { wans  started  an NS e o g 4y
Subsequently,  the  Huropeans eaful

oxtermination, due o the n'sl'elnn‘rv nl” lluf”(llu;:nc-lu‘ POpUlaticy, "rPf
1101 (Nesenyo, 2010). /\mnnp‘. the l-.mnp(.fnq: 1e Portugiiese Were "
P Cin 1415, The Portuguese considered (e Sah o

1o setup the colony 1n lave trding In the sface I*a |
the ideal place tor gold and hln\_r_(, (rac Lk- , ¢ ls.:xu,cnth Cehityyp,
Initially. the Portuguese were |!w I|'|'.s'| (0 ma L‘flr(m( S At the congq ,
were elosely followed by the ."a[):_l.!llill'(l!\' wl‘m R(l,L‘lll(id o concenqry
the wealth across the Atlantic. Finally "Wuc the “c"?'h who aCtuy)|
determined the current borders that defines Western S:'zlhara. OF theg,
three, Spain became the colonial power (Munene, nd: p. 89) Hence
Spain and the Sultan of Morocco, Sld'I Mohamed bin Abdallah, Signeg
(he treaty of Martakech in 1727 (Besenjo, 2010: p. 197).

ihf 1881, it was already in Spanish possession a'nd SUbSequem]y
sealed by the Berlin Conference of 1885, though effectwg colonial pyy,
did not take place until the 1930s because of the resistance of e
Saharans, But when mineral resources (phosphate) was discovered jp, the
area in 1945, its fate in the grip of the western POWETS changeg
(Calvocoressi, 2001). Thus, as a nation, Westerp Sahara is a historically
evolved, stable community- of language, temtor_y, economic life apq
psychological make-up, manifested, in a community of culture. Formap,
(1959) stressed that a community possessing all f0u1: of these essentia|
features, and lacking none of them is capable of leading an independep
political existence, and that such entity is entitled to self-determinatiop.

A wave of nationalism swept through the African continent from
the 1950s to 60s. This was instrumental to the independence of Moroccg
on 26 March, 1956, but Spain delayed that of her colonies including
Western Sahara. This act revived anti-colonial sentiments in Western
Sahara, culminating in an armed attack on Spanish military positions
near the river Qued Draa and in the Rio de Oro in 1957. A combined
military campaign, called “Operation Cleaning-Brush” involving large
units of the French army stationed in Mauritania and the Spanish Foreign
Legion finally suppressed the resistance in 1958 (Uwechue, 1991).
Subsequently, Spain officially announced the presence of iron and
phosphate deposits in 1962,
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and in October 1964, Ma | "ahara as non wif-governing
Committee on Decoloniwatin 0 o mited Nations Special
Spatn. Thus, the UN ("}p,,l-::lI:\(:L.?:“',l;h":.l:“|m' Inthate disewssions witk
for Spain (o decolonize the vt alution No_ 079 (XX ) called
o Ty in 1965 (Uwe hue, 1991 1941 4.
Miguel, 2011). Although some Sahrawi people looked | £ .
others claimed they wished to continue ties with Soai "" " ‘P’__i"""”_”-
demanded full independence. “Pui, and yet others

There was, h”“"“"“_* A change of even when the Spanish
government annou.nccd that it was in favour of the principle of r--.c!‘f-
deter_minatlon. Spain matched \}fords with actions when a decree, which
was l.ntendcd to lay the fgundahons for a measure of self-government by
creating the D_;wnaa.or General Assembly as the highest administrative
quy to promote the- interest of the territory on 11 May 1967, was passed.
With the proclamation, some political groups emerged to take over the
political affairs of their nation.

Subsequently, the movement for the liberation of the Sahara was
born with its leader Sid Brahim Bassiri in December 1967. He was
however, later arrested and died in a Spanish prison. Other movements
were Organisation for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Oued el-
Dheb (OLSHOD), which later became the Mouvement Revolutionaire
pour la Liberation des Hommes Bleus (MOREHOB) led by Edouardo
Moha. While these movements were preparing to take over the political
leadership of their anticipated independent nation, Spain had other plans.
Spain, rather than grant them independence, handed a city on' the
Southern coast of Morocco, very close to Western Sahara, Sidi Ifni, to
Morocco in 1969. This act bludgeoned into a nationwide protest and
conflict on 17 June, 1970. Consequently, a more broadly based political
force, embodied by the Frente Popular Para La Liberacion de Saguia el-
Hamra y Rio De Oro, [Translated as Popular Front for the Liberation of
Saguiet al-Hamra and Rio de Oro] (POLISARIO), emerged under the
leadership of a law student, Mustapha Sayed El-Ouali, on 10 May, 1973.
Subsequently, the Djemaa adopted a declaration addressed to General
Francisco Franco of Spain to grant the peoples’ wish of self-

determination through a referendum.
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"
Spain then announced in Augrust 1974 (haq she Wl |
referendum in May 1975 to enable the people determi. ;h"l‘:faim,‘{_
Although, King Hassan of Morocco rejected ghe Sahraw, m,gf.“ ligy,, *
he did not oppose a referendum. He however ga . A “mr Pt
Spanish military and administration were firqg wirllrlr.w,” (1
reasons for this change of policy was “!““ AS A resule of the e, " the
global price of phosphate, from $13 to 870 4 ton, whic WAS e
Western Sahara. Morocco then seek the opinion of the fny..
Court of Justice on the legal status of Wester Sahara, | he ,
asked two questions: M wy,
I. Was Western Sahara at the time of colonizatiey, bv «
territory belonging to no one (terra nullius)? [f i, ANswes 1N 4

. er
question was that it did belong to somebody, the Coun 5;1' thay

give an opinion

What were the legal ties between this Lerritory and (. Ki
of Morocco and the Mauritanian entity? Morocco also de
that Spain be requested not to hold the referendum Planneq ¢
May 1975 (Uwechue, 1991:p.1555; Calvocoress;, 20011[).60?1:
Arieff, 2014). ’
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While the case was sti]] under litigation, Morocco and Mauritani, at the

Arab League meeting in Rabat agreed to split Western Sahara betWeen

them and to share in jts phosphate wealth; while Algeria preferred ¢,

Support the POLISARIO in October 1974. In May 1975, a fact finding

mission was set up and on 14 October 1975, the mission Ieported that the

majority of the Saharans desired total  independence apg thejr
representative body was the POLISARIO Front,

Subsequently, in its advisory opinion, the 16 member judge of

ICJ ruled that at the time it became a colony, the Sahara did belong to
somebody, namely, the Saharans who lived there; by 15 votes to one op
16 October 1975 (Uwechue, 1991:p.1555). It further claimed that certajp
legal ties existed between the Sahara and both Morocco and Mauritania,
on the other hand, while there were no establishment of ties of territorial
sovereignty between the territory of Western Sahara and the Kingdom of
Morocco or the Mauritanian entity (p. 1555). King Hassan II of Morocco
rejected the Court’s opinion and said,
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He further claimed that there could he no inde
would be none as long as a single Moroce

this up by announcing a 350,000 march o M October, 1975 (Kamm
[975:17). Despite persuasion from the then Secretary-General of the UN,
Dr. Kurt Waldheim, to persuade the King Hassan 11 to call off the march,
the “Green March™ was eventually held on 6 November, 1975. About
40,000 unarmed Moroccan marched from the border town of Tarfaya
into the Western Sahara before they were halted by the Spanish troops
and the march was called off on 9 November; but the last Moroccan left
on 13" November 1975.

Spain entered negotiations with the two parties, Morocco and
Mauritania, which led to the signing of the Madrid Accords to establish a
tripartite (Spain, Morocco and Mauritania), agreement without the
POLISARIO. However, immediately Spain withdrew on 26 February
1976, Morocco took control of Saguia El Hamra, while Mauritania took
control of Rio De Oro. The following day, the provisional council of the
POLISARIO proclaimed the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic
(SADR) in Algiers under the auspices of Mohammed Abdelaziz. With
the proclamation, a war ensued (Uwechue, pp. 1557-1559).

The POLISARIO fought on the two fronts with the assistance of
Algeria and later Libya. While it was able to suppress Mauritania from
the South, it dragged with Morocco from the north. Mauritanian army
removed President Moktar Ould Daddah, gave up the fight in 1978 and
signed an agreement in August 1979, but Morocco did not; rather, she
annexed and renamed the Mauritanian sector, bought off late Libyan
Quadafi (over the Chadian question) and Chadli Benjedid, built walls of
sand across 3,000 km of desert as a strategy to curb the POLISARIO
resistance (Calvocoressi, 2001:p.602). :

Morocco’s armed forces and POLISARIO guerrillas fought a
long war in the desert until the United Nations (U.N.) proposed a
settlement plan in 1988 and arranged a cease-fire in 1991. This was

pendent Sahara and the e
an lived (p.1556). He followed
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made it clear in the UN General Avsembly saying that Maraee,,
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willing 1o .-nu|n'|.'ur' seot international obseryees and u:,.
wme clerendam
" ”"“.\"l‘ill\i:"ql||ll:'Ii:l|\'. Morocco and the |"()| ,f.‘)'/j\le) !l_iff(‘.ﬂ)rl OVEr Ky,
o fdentify voters for the ndumi, W.'”' cach seeking 1o engyre an
ould support s desired outcome. In March 197
hen U N Secretary-General Kofi Annan named former U.S. Seceq,..
of State James AL Baker 111 as his personal envoy m_ I.)rca'k the deadlogy
Baker brokered an agreement (0 I'(!.‘s‘i-ll’l.V()lC'l‘ 'ldCIlllflCﬂllon, which Waé
completed in 1999 with 86,000 voters identified. The MINURSQ he,
faced over 130,000 appeals by individuals, backed by Morocco, wp,
were denied voter identification (Arieff, 2014:p.1).

However, King Hassan II died on 23 July, 1999 and anothe,
stage began for his successor, King Mohammed VI. This coincided With
the emergence of the new Algeria’s President, Abdelaziz Bouteflik,
With new monarchs, the drawing board was revisited as Morocco, lhen.

proposed decentralisation and later in April 2007, an autonomous plap
for the Western Sahara connoting Western Sahara to be subjectively

liberated under Morocco’ sovereignty.

and will 1es)

selen

alectoral roll that w

International Responses to the Western Saharan Question

The United Nations (UN)
The UN has been at the forefront since the 1960s. However, 3

compelling diplomatic response from the body was when it approved a
resolutgon calling on the Spanish government to expedite the self-
determ'mation process under its supervision on 21 December 1975. The
resolution was passed by 84 votes to three, with 42 abstentions. Spain
abstained whi'le Morocco and Mauritania did not take part in the .deba[e,
?{)‘:&-inggl;r:trlesh that supported Morocco and Mauritania generally
TR — om the resolution. Among some African countries that voted
T AVOur were Ethiopia, Nigeria, Mozambique, Zambia, Tanzania, Libya
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and Mali. While voling was 48 1o 12 wi oha : .
AzsIN (Uweshia. 1m:;-,,_|_~.5(,, v With 82 abstentions, Algeria vated

In January 2003, Baker presented a proposal, known as the
Baker Peace Plan, u.'- which he called on all interested parties to agree
(UNSC, 20@3; ﬂ::-u-[-r, 2004:p. 1), It proposed a U N"r"ﬂ-ﬂn..,mj
referendum in which \:nlvrs would choose between integration with
Morocco, a'unnnnmy. or independence. It further stated that, voters would
be Sahrawi people, who were on the December 1999 provisional voters'
list, or those on the U.N. Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees
repatriation list as of October 2000, or continuously resident in_’lhc
Western Sahara since December 30, 1999 (therefore including Moroccan
settlers). Morocco objected, ,mainly questioning why the U.N. was
reviving the referendum option; it also was upset by the use of the word
“independence” instead of the vaguer “self-det¢rmination” to describe an
option (Arieff, p.3). In April 2004, Morocco declared that it would
accept only autonomy as a solution (UNSC, 2004; Arieff, p.3).

In June 2004, Baker resigned as the U.N. Secretary-General’s
personal envoy after Security Council Resolution 1541 seemed to
express stronger support for a mutually acceptable political solution than
for his peace plan (Arieff, p.3). In July 2005, Annan appointed Danish
diplomat Peter van Walsum as his new envoy. Walsum indicated that he
could not draft a new plan because Morocco would only endorse one that
excludes independence, while the U.N. could not endorse a plan
excluding a referendum with independence as an option. He concluded
that the remaining options were deadlock or direct negotiations. Since
the former was unacceptable, he asserted, responsibility rested with the
parties. Walsum also reported that the Western Sahara, was not a priority
on the international political agenda and that most capitals sought to
continue good relations with both Morocco and Algeria. Hence, they
acquiesce in the impasse (Arieff, 2014:p.4).

Hence, the Security Council Resolution 1754 (2007), called on
Morocco and the POLISARIO to negotiate without preconditions on a
political solution that would provide for the self-determination of the
people of the Western Sahara. In 2007 and 2008, the two sides met and
held consultations with Walsum four times at Manhasset, New York, US
but neither was willing to discuss the other's proposals—that is,
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MUIW(‘U',\ monomy and the POTISARTO for 4 referend, )
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n A,
Walaum stated thin “an independent Westom Saliara ey .[ﬁtl iy

proposition,* prompting the POLISARIO o aceyen Nt o l'li. "My,
of Moroceo, called Tor his replacement, an feluted g, " vy,
negonations Seen tmy-General Ban Ky moon el ot pe,

August 2008 | M in
In 2000, a UU.S semor career diplomat, A""'-'l‘“w'inrlr,r Chei.

Ross, was appointed Personal Fnvoy of U.N. Secretary Generg “‘ IPhey
moon on the Western Sahara. Ross initially suegested thag g, " Ky
hold small, informal preparatory meetings for fy talks. fy,.
several rounds convened by Ross did not deliver any Progress 1 "
about the time, Aminatou Haidar, went on a.32 day hunger Strike 'Y
Spanish airport over the Western Sahara question. M a
The European parliament also voted to revoke fishing agreeme

that allowed European Union (EU) fleet to fish in Western Saham
waters, judging that the deal with Morocco was illegal because tI::
Sahara people did not have a say in the matter. In March 2012, Rosg
stated that “each party continued to reject the proposal of the other 4 the
sole basis for future negotiations, while reiterating their Willingpeg o
work together to reach a solution” (Arieff, 2014:p.5) and ip May 2019
Morocco announced that it was withdrawing confidence in Ross‘
accusing him of giving “biased and unbalanced guidance” (p.s), Whilé
this initially appeared to threaten Ross’s tenure, U.N. SeCretary~Genera|
Ban Ki-moon publicly reaffirmed his support for Ross, who has
remained in his position. The EU also reversed course in 2013 (Pecquet
2015).

According to the U.N. Secretary-General’s April 2014 report to
the Security Council such violations “do not jeopardize [the cease-fire] ip
the medium term,” but “they have resulted in a gradual shift in the
military balance between the parties over the years,” apparently in favoyr
of Morocco (Arieff, p.5). While advocating the extension of
MINURSO’s mandate, the report states that, given the increase in the
military build-up on the Moroccan side of the berm, MINURSO's
operational effectiveness “js being compromised by a shortage of
military personnel” (Ibid). Mission personnel operating east of the berm,



ALORE: Horin Jowrnal of the Humanitive Val 36 3414

meanwhile,  are "“‘;l""""- L I vt theeatd  emtanating o
llCi}.‘,hh(WiHj: H.-’!‘"‘“Q MINUR SO o vdget 1o whivh th : I g
contributes, has decreased <l ghtly in recent yeoars fromm 5045 4 midti

(July 2011-June 2012) to $52 1 million (Tuly 014 ln;\---' ALY f"-lrl'"l‘:';
2014:p. 9). The U.N. Security Conncil further ¢a el MI"‘HIIP l” '“‘._(_u_"
ceiling by 15 military observers, noting that it was -:lI[li"’!rmla-r. rht'
Secretary-General’s — request  for  the  inerease “within r’rli."ftt'\-r
resources (Ariefl,p.9). '

b “nr!-d SEate s

The Organisation of Africa Union (OAU) /African Union (AU)

In 1978, the Organisation of Africa Union (OAU) formed the
“Committee of Wise Men,” including Nigeria, to look into the Western
Sahara question. Meanwhile on 2 November, 1979, the UN
Decolonisation Committee called for the recognition of the right to self-
determination and condemned Morocco’s actions. By then 34 countries
had recognized the SADR. In Africa, recognition continued, and by
March 1980, Sierra Leone brought the number of African favoring the
SADR as a defunct OAU member to the required 50 percent of existing
members. Libya accorded recognition on 15 April, 1980 (Uwechue,
1991:p.1558).

 In June 1980, at the OAU’s Council of Ministers’ Meeting in
Freetown, the SADR submitted an application for membership which
was consented by 26 of the 50 members. The meeting was attended by
countries like, Liberia, Nigeria, Mali and Guinea, among others.
Consequently, the Implementation Committee of the “Committee of
Wise Men” converged in Freetown over the SADR status in September
1980. Although, the disposition of Morocco forced Nigeria out and the
outcome necessitated the OAU Secretary-General, Edem Kodjo to
inform the SADR of its acceptance and recognition as the 51* member.

Morocco’s representative, Mr. Ahmed Reda Guedira, frowned at
the OAU’s support for Western Sahara and tagged it as trampling on its
own legality and declared that King Hasan II had requested its country
withdrew from the OAU. Zaire, through her foreign minister, Umba Di
Lutete, which had supported the recognition of the Western Sahara, also
suspended its participation in the peace deal that would have addressed
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resolutions: ' ‘

W1 appealed for an-enhanced and coordinated internagj,,
towards the early organization of a referendum o,
determination of the people of Western Sahara, in com
relevant OAU/AU decisions and UN resolutions;

U lerenewed its support to the calls made by the UN Security Coungj
tor direct negotiations between the two Parties, namely the King
of Morocco and the Frente POLISARIO, without Preconditions and
in good faith, with a view to achieving a just, lasting and Mutyally
acceptable political solution, which will provide for the self.
determination of the people of Western Sahara, in the context of
arrangements consistent with the principles and purposes of the N
Charter;

(i) It appealed to the larger international community to lend its fy]]
support to the efforts aimed at overcoming the current impasse;
further decides to regularly review the situation in Western Sahara, at
least twice a year, on the basis of updates and recommendations

provided by the Chairperson of the Commission; among others (SPS,
2015).
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Nigeria

N With the emergenee of General Muhamag Buhari, as Nigeria’s
military rulgr .'lnd. In line with Nigeria's hational liberation and anti-
cqlonial policy, Nigeria, recognized and established diplomatic relations
wnh_the SADR on 11 Novcmhcr 1984. On the other hand, Morocco,
despite her promises o sit at the negoliating table, having countenanced
a referendum in W.estem .S.ahara supervised by the OAU and the UN,
Morocco anuounce its decision on the 12" (o leave the OAU in protest at
the SADR’s presence. Then the only support it got was from Zaire
(Uwechue, 1991: p.1559; ICG, 2007:p.16). Nigeria allowed the SADR to
establish its diplomatic mission under President Obasanjo in 2000.Even
private individuals and intellectuals in Nigeria including the former
president of the West Africa Bar Association (WABA), Barrister Femi
Falana has continued to champion the radical stance of Nigeria on the
Western Saharan question.

The POLISARIO, Algeria and partly Libya at a time seems to be
the protagonists when Africa were handicapped by the non-intervention
clause of the defunct OAU, and Nigeria being one of the early
protagonist have not turned her rhetoric to action as she had exhibited in
other places. The reasons for this can be substantiated through some
debilitating domestic and foreign issues such as; corruption, incessant
insecurity challenges of its territory, dwindling economy, politicization
of the Nigerian Army. Little wonder, Chairperson, House of
Representatives Committee on the Diaspora of the seventh assembly,
Abike Dabiri in an interview said “as a country, we have not been firm
enough... our Federal Government has not taken decisive steps or been
decisive in its foreign policy” (cited in Aworinde, 2015). When then will
Nigeria be firm enough?

No doubt that stakeholders expect a Nigeria that could be
reactionary and confrontational when need be, proactive when necessary
and precautionary when obligatory; that which failed to fail and fall
when some predicted (Campbell, 2013: pp.163-170). That, which will be
beautiful at home and outside, not the one regarded as “beautiful abroad
and ugly at home!” (Akinboye, 2013). For instance, Nigeria was
prominent in peace keeping and liberation struggle for countries such as:
Congo, Angola, Lebanon, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (former Rhodesia),
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i1 Togo in 2008 by threatening economic sanctions unless pey, c(EC“Dm
Were held (Falola and Heaton, 2008). | |

Morcover, that which .hclpccl inthe refurbishmeng of (he
senescent OAU to the African Union (AU), _ﬂded fO curb the Ebgy, Virus
Disease (EVD) Epidemic in Western ﬂ!ld Afrlcg as a whole; and playeq ;
pivotal role in the restoration (.)f.Pl'CSldCﬂ[ M:.chel Kﬂfﬂnqo Of Burking
Faso in September 2015, Gambia in 2017. Presndt_er_lt Buhari alsc.) Played ,
pivotal role in the restoration of peace in Gambia through assistance

restoring President Adama Barrow but on¢ wonders why Buharj has
ceased the chance in the Saharawi’s case? : __

The Politicisation of the Western Sahara Question |
There are sufficient reasons to believe that the Wester Saharg

question has been politicised. Indeed, this has been spear -headeq by
Morocco which had developed the capacity to man.lpulate bigger powers
to its own advantage. It had already proved its ability to Juggle the big
powers during the ‘War of the Sands’, one of whose peculiaritjes had
been playing Washington and Moscow and securing Support from both

(Isidoros, 2011). As Zunes and Mundy (2010) points!\out,
In word and deed, France and the’ United States have

shared a profound and longstanding desire to protect,
help, and bolster the Moroccan regime, Holding a key
geostrategic point at the mouth of the Mediterranean, the
postcolonial Moroccan state has become, by virtue of
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While the Soviet Republic provided 1he « AP ied by Meereres o
rout Algeria, the US provided Moroces withy VORIt A1 quppeset ¢ Ghe ey
1993:pp.14-15; Zoubir, 1993:pp 105 & 11, Munene, p 104, !‘;f.-..._,;-‘,.',;
had chosen to remain on lhv_ pood side of Rabat Anel rafr:ian-*rl fremm
criticizing Moroccan expansionism in order (o Secure a supply of
phosphate and continued to sell military equipment to Morocca with
both finding a useful leverage in the West (Munene, P 108)

A convergence of United States and Morocean interests enahled
irredentist Morocco exploit American preoccupation with the Cold War
to snatch Western Sahara. To America, Morocco had special strategic
value as a military storage facility, detachment und communication
centre, and staging post for intervention in the Middle East, Although,
after independence, there were symbolic withdrawals from some bases,
this did not affect Morocco's strategic value to Washington (Shelley,
1993:pp.14-15; Munene, p.109).

With the United States, by the early 1970s, suffering diplomatic
paralysis as a result of humiliations in Vietnam and Angola, Morocco has
been a consolation. On its part, the United States wanted to prove that it
could still be counted to stand by ‘friends’. Western Sahara was a good
place to prove ‘friendship’ as a ‘revolutionary’ POLISARIO, backed by
Algeria, threatened a ‘friend’ called Morocco. To prove this, the then
Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger, declared that ‘the United States will
not allow another Angola on the east flank of the Atlantic Ocean’
(Zunes, 1993: p.54). Kissinger went on to press Spain to accept
Morocco’s demands (1993: p.54) and lobbied African leaders to boycott
the OAU summit in Tripoli in 1982 (Jega, 2015).

Although Senator John Kerry was among a number of senators
who wrote to the then Secretary of State, Colin Powell, expressing
concern and calling for the application of the principle of self-
determination of the Sahrawi people and the adoption of the referendum
as a solution to the conflict in 2001 (Zoubir and Benabdallah-Gambier,
2005); the terror attack on the country changed the narratives. Thus, in
the aftermath of the 9/11, the United States saw more need to continue to
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enes if?c)lri?cco on its autonomy Rroposal ruled out the POssibility f,
the independence option to be submitted. Despite this, the Wh_ite Houge
Spokesman, Jay Carney announced that Pres‘ldent Obgmg believed that
the Morocco’s autonomy plan was more serious, realistic and credibje
and that it represented a potential approach that (.:ould satisfy the
aspirations of the people of Western Sahara to run their affairs jp peace

and dignity (Zunes, 2013). .
In a speech before the UN in November 2014 to mark the 3gth

anniversary of the Green March, King Mohammed VT of Morocco, made
it clear that he had no intention of: giving up Moroccan claims oyer the
territory. He said “The Sahara is a crucial, existential issue, ot just a
question about borders...Morocco will remain in its Sahara, and the
Sahara will remain part of Morocco, until the end of time” (Pecquet,
2015). On the issue of exploitation of Sahrawi’s resources and

commonwealth, He further said:
It is a fact that what is produced in the Sahara is not even

enough to meet the basic needs of its population...Let

V-
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The question is, are the Sahrawi’s not humans before now? There s ne
doubt, Morocco has been massaging the egos of the western powers 1n
order to frustrate all diplomatic cfforts within and outside Africa and
dashing a pcoples’ hopes.

The United States does not currently contribute uniformed
personnel to MINURSO, but offers funding for the mission under the
U.N. system of assessed contributions. She contributed an estimated
$15.9 million for MINURSO in {unds appropriated in FY2014 via the
State Department’s Contributions to International Peacekeeping
Activities (CIPA) account. The Obama Administration requested $17.5
million for MINURSO in FY2015.

It is instructive that, Washington’s proposal to change the nature
of MINURSQO’s mission is a déja vu scenario of the US using the UN as
a political tool to further its own interests in the region. The implication
of this is that the Mission may continue under the shadows of the US
financial support; he who plays the piper dictates its tune. It was reported
that Morocco paid lobbyists in Washington to continually support its
claims over -Western Sahara. There are allegations that the Office
Chérifien des Phosphate (OCP) ---a major player in the exploration of
mineral resources from Western Sahara doled out $1million dollars

donation to Clinton Foundation as part of her campaign fund (Al
Monitor, 2015). In fact, there were submissions that the total money
provided to the foundation had totaled $5 million by 2016 (Zunes 2016).

And even with the emergence of Donald Trump and his doctrine
of ‘America First,” it may seem even hard than ever to expect any
positives from a country that has been at the fore-front of preaching self-
determination, democracy, liberalism, liberty and freedom and equality.

To be sure, a top US diplomat, John Sullivan, backed Morocco’s plan for
autonomy in the disputed Western Sahara and also reiterated that
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nocide, hunger, refugees, internally displaced, ethnjc c'cﬂnginm

qurmi;incs. poverty, terrorism, torture, human rights abugeg c”"Orceg(i
d‘isapp(‘:lf-’lmcs are often reported In We;tTrnz 0Slash-ara on daify bise
(Equal Rights Trust 2009; Allan, & Lak al, : HRW 2017, AL
2018). Although, the United States has continued to deny this mrough it

reports, which mostly relied on Morocco’s inputs (US Dept., of State

2017).

Be that as it may, it is unfortunate that while the world look aside. .
e a al ay.

Concluding thoughts .
The objectives of the study were to examine the natyre of the

Western Saharan Question and the power play as well as the role thy
Nigeria had played in time past and what §he should play in the futyre
The study found among other things that, the Wester Saharap
question is about conquest upon conquest and no doubt that the cases
presented by both the SADR and Morocco 1s a case of two rights: right to
self-determination and right to occupation based on historica] antecedent
respectively but it seem the latter has no basis based on The UN
resolution 1514 and the ICCPR 1(1, 2) applicable to any nation or group
o seek self-determination (ICCPR, 1966). The Western Saharan question
is seeded in the colonial, hegemonic and Hobbesian nature of Morocco
with the backing of the western powers. When a country violates
fundamental principles of international law and the UN Security Council
defines its behaviour as illegal, one might expect that the world body
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would impose sanctions or other measures o foster ¢ ompliance This has
been the case with Traq, Libya, and other international autlaws in ror m'"
years, Why should Morocco be exempted?

One would not expect of the United Nations 1o tespond to sueh
violations by passing a series of new and weaker resolutions that
essentially allow for the transgressions and impunity to stand. As with
the analogous case of East Timor, it may take a mass mobilization by
human rights activists around the world to force the major powers to
allow the UN to enforce its obligations and allow an npprc«ch people
their right to self-determination. Thus, the study further revealed that
Africa cannot continue to rely on the Western powers as regards the
Western Saharan question.

In the wake of the conflict that bludgeoned Africa in the
aftermath of the cold war in the early 1990s, late Ali Mazrui though
heavily criticized in his theory of benign recolonization believed that
Nigeria, if politically stable, with her resources and size could lead the
West Africa region (Mazrui, 1996).The reasons Africa, and indeed,
Nigeria must stand up to the Western Saharan question are based on
certain facts. First, the ICJ ruling of 1970s, secondly, the UN fact finding
mission, third, the defunct OAU rule that inherited boundaries from
colonialism should be respected, forth, to avoid another Rwandan
Genocide since the case of Human Rights violations is increasing by the
day, and finally because as the big brother or giant of Africa as have
been called, it is the right thing to do as shown in Angola, Rhodesia,
South Africa, and others (Falola and Heaton, p.244). Nigeria has played
the big-brother role in the past, until recently that she has gone cold
especially on the liberation of the last colony which she started as an
early protagonist. In the words of Joe Garba:

“... but it is my belief knowing Nigerians as I do, that
their resilience and belief in their country’s survival will
combine with the workings of the international system to
enable Nigeria to play again, and even more forcefully,
the role in the world that it displayed after
independence and in the late 1970s (Garba, 1987:246).
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